2y

NOTA
Aans ' Hoofd B.

No. E. 7217,
ONDERWERP s " VILASOV-Bewecings

VERTROUWELIJEK,

SARDINE: zendt ons hijgaand 'rapport betreffende de VLASOV-
BEWEGING toe om te hehouden.

Div rapport is-alleen vVOor onsg eigen gebruik hestemd!

25=8-50.

BIJTAGE: 1-, /{4

. 32 57
w’,@%w /é/ra//zu




{r;'-«:
|

184 50 50

U.S.S.Rs/Germany

Political/C.E./Military

The VLASOV Movement 1940-4L5

1e  Its Origins

The formation of a Russian national anti-Communist movement with the
nucleus of an administration, with armed forces and with elaborate apparatus
for propaganda and idcological discussion, as we know it in the later
stages of the last war, was not the result of a planned action of a single
mind and will. It emerged as the result of circumstances which none of the
protagonists had clearly forescen or expected a few weeks before and it is
this feature of it which makes it particularly interesting. It should not
be regardecd as a planned action of the German High Command, nor as one
forced upon them by some Russian groups which at a later datec played an
important part in the movement.

Two days before the outbreak of the German-Soviet war Rosenberg made
a speecch to "those most closecly connected with the Eastern problem" in which
he laid dowm the princinles of German policy towards Russia as well as the
general lines on which he intended to carry out the mandate given him by
the IMlhrer for the administration of the Eastern area. "There is no doubt,"
he says, "that we arc faced by two strongly opvosed conceptions of the East:
the comnon one and tho one which I believe we should follow's The common
one asmounted to a will to fight the war against the Red Army to a victorious
end and then restore the Russian realm under Germen leadership and with
Geriman assistance so that its natural resources would bo subordinated to the
Gemnen policy of world hegemony. This idca Rosenberg rcjected completely.
"The call of the East", the fascination which Rosenberg himseclf admitted to
have epericnced, appeared to him a danger for the future relations between
Russia and a victorious Germany. Thosc Germans who would go as orgenisers,
advisers, controllcrs and administrators to Russia, would necessarily succumb
to the danger of the Magic of the East; they would be fascinated by the
magnitude of the opvortunitices which the activity in the East opened to them,
they would (probably themsclves and in any case their children) bececome attached
to the Bast and in fifty ycars Germany would be faced with the same problem
with which it was then at grips, the solo difference being that under Gemman
lcadcrship Russia would have becane an ¢ven more formidable and efficient
adversary. This is why Rosgenberg decided to abandon the traditional Germen
attitude towards Russia and mplace it by a policy of "dismemberment of the
Russian rcalm" based on the fulfilment of the aspirations of Greater Finland,
of a Baltic ruled by the Germens, championing the cause of Ulkrainian separatists
and of thec scparatists of the Caucasian nations and tribes. What would rcmain
of Russia proper would then euffer an enormous lowering in its stand-rd of 1ifs
probably combined with a very considerable decreasc in population. This "hard
decision had however to be taken ond appcarcd to Rosenberg to be ideologicallyg
Justified in view of the racial inferiority of the Russian, who in spite of bhis
chnrm, intelligence and artistic inclination, lackslin his character the wvory
substance which would make him the cqual of the civilized westcrn man,

It would be interesting to know to whom actually the speech of the 20th
June, 1941 was addressed and who the "engste beteiligte am Ostproblem" vers.
The principles and motives of which Rosenberg's speech gave a Zlear idea
romainod, however, conccaled from perscons in very high positions,espocially in
the army, to whan the occuvation of Russia was entrusted in the first placec.
Strik-Strikfeldt mentioned that neither Fieldmarshel Bock, with whom he was
working in close collaboration, nor even von Brauchitch, had any ideca of what
was planncd for Russia. The Fllhrer's specch at the outbreak of hostilitics
statud vaguely that the struggle was not against the Russian people, but
against tho Comnunist regime; but it did not give any intimation of what was
+ to source : /in store
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in store for the population of the occuvied territories. Von Bock asked Strik-
Strikfeldt a few weeks aftecr the invasion of Russia to go to Berlin and find
out in thc Ostministerium what vos going to havpen, but Strik-Strikfeldt

was not able to get complete clacity ebout the interfions of the Ostministerium,
in spite of his connections, and was told that this would emerge naturally wnen
the adniikstration of the Reichskommissiire would be finally sed ups

The reasons for kceping Rosenberg's master plan secret are obvious: he
did not want to jeopardizec the military cffort of the German army by stiffcening
the resistance of the eneny and playing into the hands of the newly inaugurated
patriotic propaganda from Moscow. He also rossibly did not want to undermine
the morale of German officers who werc not in sympathy with the Nazi Welt-
anschauwng and might have scruvlcs zbout serving as instruments of a policy
vhich was contrary to their conscience and to their aspirations based on the
"call of the Last", the power of which was so well known to Rosenberg. The
¢ffect of this secrecy concerning the ultimate wor aims in the East was that
the German officers werc left to improvise a policy of their own, largely based
on the antiquated conception denounced by Rosenbergs In this spirit they
began setting wpamilitary adminstration and making declarations to the
bewildered population of the occupied territories, who avproached them with
the question: "What is going to beccomne of us?"

In order to understand the bewilderment ef the population in the
swmer of 1941 one should bear in mind that the war came to them as a complete
surprisc. The Sovict piess and radio provaganda since the autumn of 4939 had
been explaining to the people that the Soviet Union had nothing whatever to do
with the "second impcrialist war". Criticism of countrics under a Nazi or
Fascist regime was exbremely restrained and the picture given of theso
comtries was not a shade darker than that of tho remaining "capitalist world"
in which the freedom-loving, toiling massos werc oppressed. It was generally
lmowm and widely broadcast thet, if a war was going to bo fought, it would be
fought victoriously "on the cnemy's territory". It was belicved that the
Germans hed their hands full in the West. This belicef was confimmed by the
success of Sovict diplemetic action which led to a oonsidorable aggrandizement
of the Union in 1939 and 1940 vAthout bloodshed or sacrificecs, if one discounts
the Sovict-I"innish war. The broadcast of Molotov's specech, which announced
the outbreak of hostilitics, did little to allay the shock effceet of thc invasion
and therc was no authoritative statement until the 3rd July (the first specch
by Stalinj by which time large portions of the Scvict Union were occupiod by
the Germans. The prevailing mood of the population in the Western strin of the
Union which had been occupic¢d by the Red Army in 1939-40, was that at last the
shortlived reign of terror had ended. Further cast,the pecoplc met the Germans
with an open mind, believing that now that the Communist stage in the history
of Russia had come to an end, terms must be found for a modus vivendi with
the new military masters. There is ample cvidence that inside the Union the
prevailing mood we.s that whatever might hapwmen, "this is going to be the cnd
of the prescnt rcgime, at lecast in the form we know it". Pcovle in the
occupicd territories accopted the change as an unforeseen cataclysm aftor
which life had to he organised in a new way. In what way,they had in the great
majority no inkling, becausc they never expccted the change to come so suddenly
and had no opwortunity to discuss what the order of things,which thoy would
prefcr to life in the Soviet Union,should be. It took them quite a time to
reclize that the invader had made no statement of future policy which might
become the object of discussion, acceptance or rejecticn. They were ready
to belicve any statement made by the local German officer in command and to
cooperate with him, provided he showed a human and understanding attitude.

They immnediatoly camc out with a number of offers rclating to the
adninistration of their district, putting forward their rcquests and dcmands
and offering their serviccs to sccure order, transport and public scrvices.
These offcrs naturally rcflected the aspirations of various types of Soviet
peowle and cveryone was cager to be the first to put his view forward to the
Gernians and get their supwort for the linc of policy which he advocated.

Some of this rivalry was bittcr and might scem surprising to anybody vho
believes that the povulation of the Soviet Union has been ground dovn by 30
/years of the
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yeoars of the Soviet regime to a homogeneous mass. This is by no means true,
as is shown by the wide divergence of political views which cmerged as soon as
a free discussion of political matters was started. The only common denomi-
nator was a general onti~-Communist attitude which manifested itsclf in this
great "all-national discussion which took place in every peasant hut which
had been liberated from the Soviets in every village, towm, Ostarbeiter camp,
volunteer or partisan detachment, everywhere that the Soviet citizens of
yesterday found themselves together".(Draft of the programme of SBONR. Borba,
6.7°49.) In this situation the German army and the administration which
followed it found no difficulty in recruiting the nccessary numbers of police,
mmicipal workers, burgomeisters and so on, whom they tried to control through
the intermediary of Russian cmigres, enrolled as interpreters and liaison agentss
It toock the population only a few weeks, however, to realisg that the new
situation left no scope for any political activity of theirs, nor for the ful-
filment of c¢ven the most modest of their aspirations. The tactlessness and
stupidity of the Reichskommissars! administration, the wonton and advertised
cruelty with which the hardest decisions made in Berlin concerning the requisi-
tion of food supplies, labour, deportation of labour to the Reich, extermina-
tion of Jews, and so on, were carricd out, was fully exposed and deplored by
the Germans themselves. There is no necessity to dwell an this point here.
Cooncration with the Germans was very som transformed into a kind of system-
atic double-crossing. The Russians who approached the Gemans trying to
influence their policy locally, soon learned that the only argument which
would be considered was that of political expediency on a small scale. In
order to satisfy any irmediate need of the population, or to prevent the
carrying out of measurtswhich mecant great hardship and actual extermination to
the pecople, one had to argue that this would be the oasier, simpler and
cheaper vy to satisfy the German demends. Professor Grimm, who became a
close collaborator of Archbishop Sergius in Riga imimediately after the entry
of the Germans, has given a vivid picture of this technique. His special
inter¢st was in securing religious sexrvices in the orthodox communities in
the arca of the threc Baltic States ag well as in the Pskov district. The
resunption of public worship in places wherc it had been abandoned for ycars
was originally one of the most cherished nanifestations of liberty from Soviet
control. People who had little knowledge of the elements of the Christian faith,
did not know any prayers and had never read the Gospel, insisted on having
churches and getting the sacraments performed as a kind of restitution of
their status as persons with a free conscience. This, of course, was not the
way things could be put to the Germens. But a few wecks of practical exper-
ience persuaded them that the presence of a priest and the interest in the
restoration of church life would favourably affect the morale of the popu-
lation and that much could be won in this way. The same applied to the way
in which, in spite of original opvosition, the Ostministerium was finally
persuaded to dissolve the collective farms and introduce private ownership
of the land by the pcasants.

Under these circumstances the populetion soon understood that no improve—
ment of their situation would be possible during the war and without the
interference of a strong political force which would counter-balance and
opvose the arbitrary rule of the Reichskommissars! administration and the
S.D. This drove the politically-conscious elcments in the population towards
the German army. As  soldicw of the German aray or even of the Waffen S.S.
they were to a certain extent protected from being treated as 'Untermensch!,
As commonders of detachments of Russian volunteers performing police duties,
rounding up detachments of the Re¢d Army which were cut off by the swift advance
of the Germans and roamed the forests, and rendering other services, officers
werc in a pcsition to protect villages from senscless punitive expeditions
and the arbitrariness of the local German Commissars. The Koch adninistration
complained bitterly of being impeded in its molicy of ruthless exploitation by
such voluntecr detachments. The army which had no clear idea of Roscnberg's
intontion had no scruples in accepting the scrvices of cnergetic Russians
who voluntecred cither individually or collectively and were placed under the
comaand of the respcective Army Groups. A number of such individual actions
in the formation of Russioan volunteer detachments by various Amy Groups have
been reporteds The officers of the German army who took such action vwere

/well informed
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well informed of the national and political aspirations of their detach-
ments. They knew, or soon learned, that these aspirations werc incompatible
with the line which the Party took, but for various reasons, military cxpe-—
diency or political sympathy, they .briecd to keep their action quiet, camou-
flaging these detachments as auxiliary groups and using the cxpedicney argu-
ment when they were found outs Such detachments were usually not larger :han
a battalion; occasionally they rcached thé¢ strength of a regiment. In
certain Cerman detachments the percentage of former Sovict citizens reached
50%. (Sotcialistichecky Vestmik - December 1944).

The German officers who were cngoged in forming these detachments belonged
to a certain type which is characteristic of the dissident German in the last
war. Many of them werc closely connected with the circles which took part in
the conspiracy of 20th July, 1944. There has been an attempt made by Karl
Michel to explain the whole formation of the Russian voluntecr dectachments
as a kind of sideshow of the Great Stauffcnberg Plan for the overthrow of
Hitler ond Stalin and the cestablishment of a democratic world govermment. It
has been laid dovn in a book "Ost wnd West, der Ruf Stauffenbergs" (Thanas-
Verlag Zurich, 1947) . The book is not rcliable as a source and has been ruch
attaecked in the German press as well as by former Vlasovites. There is no
documentary support for the view Michel puts forward, but it is beyond doubt
that much was done by dissident Germen offiicers in winning the confidence of
thosec Russians who decided to join the German army in spite .of thc policy
pursucd by the occupation authorities. Many of thesc werc of Baltic extrac-—
tion ; some,like Generals Kbstring and Lschenbremncr, kimgw Russia in one capacity
or another in the ycars between the wars. They were all free of the
'Untcrmensch! psychosis which made any personal contact impossible and they
were thercfore looked upon by the men as their fatherly caommanders. In their
rclations '+ tho Russian officers whan they cmployed there was always a silent
understanding that after the overthrow of Stalin, the end would comc of tho
inhunon and anti-Christian Nazi plans for Russia.
+with

Cnec of the outstanding figurcs connccted with the formation of these
Russian dotachments was Captain W.K. Strik-Strikfeldt (see note on his bio-
grophy) . At the beginning of the Russion eampaign he was asked by Ficld-
marshal Bock, with whose brother he was on terms of close friendship, to
investigate the psychology and political moods of the population of the
occupicd territories. He was given every facility and protection against
interference from Pavty quarters in his widespread travels. Inowing nothing
of the general lines aceepted by Hitler he encouraged the formation of Russian
local administration wherever he went and in September 1941 he organised some-
thing of a provisional Russian government (in Smolensk) . He presented the
plan for the work of this government to Ficldmarshals Bock and Brauchitch and
to the Ostministerium for approval by Hitler and waited for a favourable
OXSWCT s He claimed to have the full support of the Gencrals. When the reply
finally camc, it mercly said that there would be no answer. Strik-Strikfcldt
was not discouraged ond he presented Brauchitch . in 1941 with a memorandum in
which he argued that the wer could only be won with the support of all Russian
anti-commmist forces which should be allowed to organise themsclves into an
allied Hussien army. This memorandum, the text of which it would Be intercst-
ing to sce, Brauchitch . ordercd to be worked out immcdiately and in his
eament said: "Kann Kriegsentscheidend werden (Strik-Strikfeldt).

Brouchiteh' was however dismissed only a few days later and there could be no
‘question of pursuing such a bold linc under Hitler. But here aggin Strik-
Strikfcldt did not give in. With Keitel's permission he attemmted the orga-
nisation of a Russian army rccruited mainly fran prisoncrs of war in Ossinovka.
It was planned to enrol gomething like 50 - 80,000 men mder the comnand of
a Russian emigre Colonecl with democratic leanings who had been living in
Germany and werking as a driver. The axmy was dressed in Soviet uniforms
with spceial badges, and was supposed to become an independent wmit of the
Russian National Peoples Army, in the framework of the Ngorthern Group of the
German oYty In the autum of 1942 thcrc vas an inspection by an SS General
von Sicvert. The Russian Colonecl was dismissed for the nationalist course
he had taken and it was announced that the army would be dressed in German
wniforms. There was a rebellion, some of the men defected to the partisans
and the whole attempt fell through (August 19%42). Even then Strik-Strilkfeldt
did not surrender. Anc of his main concems was at that time the fate of the
/Russian
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Russian prisoners of war, who were being exteminated on a ale comparable
only to the mass extermination of the Jews in the Third Reich. Both
Bormum and Rosenberg admit that of the two million six hundred thousand
Rod army prisoners taken in the first six months of the war only a few
hundred thousand had survived by 1942. The deaths were due to the complete
lack of food and to exposure. One of the mcasures vwhich most shocked the
people in the occupied territoriecs was the order forbidding the population
to bring food to the enclosures (for that wms what the camps werc in fact)
where the prisoners were kept. Professor Oberl¥nder has mentioned a camp in
Uman where¢ in the summer of 1941 men were dying by the hundred from lack
of water. All this fired Strik-Strikfecldt's desire to help, but only in

a few cases did he persuade the officers in charge to organisc the supwvly
of food to the prisoners by the surrouading villages. (Strik-Strikfeldt
mentioned a case when Fieldmnarshel Bock agreed to come with him one morn-
ing to a Prisoner of War camp to see scorcs of corpscs of nmen who had died
during +he night being carted away.) Thus to a humanitarisn motive: that
of saving the lives of perhaps millions of men was added the political
motive of farming a Russian army which would catch in its sails the wind
of patriotic feeling coming from the Soviet Union. It scems that in 1942
Strik-Strikfeldt abandoned his attempts to organisc the civilian population
in the occupied territories amd concentrated on the prisoners where his
activity was fully covered by high military authority. It was on one of his
visits to a Prisoner of War camp that he met General Vlasov in Vinnitsa.
Tuis association became the determining factor in the emergence of the
Vlasov movemente

11 General Vlasov

Vlasov's perscnality, biography and ideology has become the central
point of all investigations canected with the anti-Soviet military and
political activity of the Germans in Russia and German-occupicd territories
during the last war. The best account of it is given by Nikolaevsky. in
Nose 18 and 19 of the "Novyi Zhournal". Then, after two years of silence and
inactivity in 1945-46, the remmants of the Movement began to re-organise
themselves in Gemany, they rallied round Vlasov'st name which still remains
the symbol to which the ollegiance of his former collaborators belonge It
must be admitted that the prominence of Vlasov's Dpersonality, as it is being
formed by his post-wor historiographers, is apt to conceal. certain aspects of
the NMevement with which his name is connected and unduly simplifies the
perspective of its development. The facts of his biography, os rcported in
the official version published for the ROA and checked by Nikolacvski, are
as follows:

Indrey indreyevich Vlasov was born the son of a well-to-do peasant
of the Nizhni-Novgorod province in 1900. His primary and sccodary educatian
he rececived in a church school and at a pricsts' seminary. In 1917 he went
to the University in Nizhni Novgorod, which mecans that he had decided not to
follow an ecclesiastical carcecr. In 1918 he joined the Red Lxmy and fought
against the Whites on the Don and the Monych. He pursucd a military carceer
in the Red army and in 1930, aftcr having complcted his studies at the
I'runze Military Academy in lMoscow, he joined the Caamuniéat Porty. He worked
at the Hecadquarters of the Military Districts in Leningrad and Kiev in the
early thirtics where he must have met a number of officers implicatcd in
the Tulkhachevsky affair, in particular: Yokir. In 1937 he was appointed
assistant to Gencral Chercpanov, the Military Adviser to Chiang Kai-shek.
Cherenanov was rccalled to the Union and perished in one of the purges
V1asOv remaincd in charge of the Militery Mission. Nikolacvsky rceports
that during his stay in China Vlasgy developed a strong dislike for the
British which it was difficult for his friends to dispel, but this is not con=-
fiymed by the sources frcem whom Nikolacvsky got most of his information.
Strik-Strikf'cldt belicved quite the contrary: thot Vlasov's stay in China
was of great educational valuc to him and widcened his outlook on world affairs.
Strik-Strikfcldt tried to cxplain Vlasovts so-called anti-British fceclings
as part of the unavoideble tribute he was bound to pay to the general linc of
official Germen propaganda during the war. (It would be of somc intorest to
find out who the British militoxry advisers with Chiang Kai-shek werc in 1937
and whether they remember any centact with their Russian oppositc numbers).
In 1939 Vlasov was rccollcd to Russia and became Comnaonder of the 99th Fusilier

/(Shalkovaya)
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(Shall:ova.ya) Division. Hc distinguished himself in the 1939 Autunn
manocuvres and became a kind of Stakhanov in military matters. It is
nart of the system of Soviet propaganda to foster efficiency in a certain
branch of industry, transport, sgriculpture and so on, by giving prominence
to the name of an individual who is held as an example of ocutstanding cffort
and achievcment in his spcecial field. Something of the kind happencd to
Vlasovs Svch ideas as the training of troops in battle conditions were
connected with his name and hc was quoted frequently in the "Krasnaya
Zvezda" (Red Star) in 1940 as a protagonist of the new technique in training
troops. Articles signed by him were puhlished by the People's Comissariat
of Defence. Aiccording to Nikolaevsky, Vlasov was nct however satisfied with
provagating new military ideas, but started an attack on the system of poli=-
tical education in the amy, in which he championed the very bold and
heretical idea that politiocal propaganda should be subordinated to military
cfficiency. By that time (Autumn 1940) his immediate superior was General
Zhukov who gave him full support in his efforts to reforma both the technical
and political training of the Red iArmy. The important point was that
Vlasov®s name hod become well known through the "Krasnaya Zvezda', where he
vas frequently mentioned at the beginning of the war, to wide circles of the
armed forces. ALt the outbreak of war he wasy already a Major General in
comeand of the 4th Motor-mechanized Corps in Lvoff. /ifter the rctreat from
, Galicia hc became the Commander of the Kiev Garrison and of the 37th Army
’ which defcnded Kieve The city was, however, cutflanked eand Vlasov- had to
carry out an e¢xtremely difficult retrcat during which he was wounded. After
Zhukov was charged with the defence of Moscows Vlasov was transferrced to the
20th Army where he took part in the defence of the capitel in the district
Moscow-Rzhev.e £11 these facts and many more. can be casily checked against
available orinted material. The following episodes of Vlascv's. biography
arc however riuch morc difficult to discngage from legend and biographie
romancecs The account given by Nikolacvsky is not very reliable. It scems,
however, that Vlaspov Wwas pu® in charge of the 2nd Shcok fLrmy which took up
position on the Volkov front in the carly spring of 1942. This army was very
well cquipped and it was planned to open the Volkpv front on a width of about
2 kilonctres and lct the motorized troops with all the hcavy cquipment breck
througn the German lines and link up with the garrison of Leningrad. Before
Vlesov took command he was sumioned to the Kremlin where he was bricfed for
the operation by Stalin himsclf. The form this interview took shocked
Vlasovss He was already accustomed to be regerded as the saviour of lMoscowr
and a man of scne importance. His relations with his superiors werc always
in the correct manner of officers! comradeship. In the Kremlin he was
ushered into a confercence room and remained standing while Stalin, Beriya and
. a third person (cither Mulotov or Voroshilov) rcmeincd scated all through
the interview. He was given orders and told of the extremc importance of the
task entrusted to him, but was not asked his opinion. He left by planc for
the front where he had already been appointed assistant to Merctzkcve The
situation he found there was not to his liking. The equipment which was given
to hiin and was to be taken in the raid operation, included heavy artillery.
Vlasov refused to take this with him. He noticed that his decision caused
scme discontent and hec was reproached for showing lack of confidence in the
gsuccess of the operation. it the same time he received news from Moscow that
his flat therc had been scarched by the NKVD in his ebsence. Vlasov. ex-
plained this action by the fact that the NKVD might have got wind of his
having belonged to a conspiratorial group to which he referred as '"Soyuz
Russkikh Offitscrov" (Union of Russian Officers). This explanation and the
whole story of the secarch of the flat is doubtful. In any case thc cxistcnce
of this "Union of Russian Officers" is not confirmed from any other sourcec.
What rcmains of oll thesc storics is that there had been some friction between
VlasOov and the Kremlin at the time when he was forced to take over the com-
mand of the 2nd Shock Army. One sourcc, who defected in 19 % has repcrted
that he was attached to onc of the flanks of the Volk ov “Tront which was to
noke way when the 2nd Army crosscd the line to stert its raid in the rcar of
the Germans. He said that the gencral opinion emong the officers was that
the plan must have becn betrayed because the 2nd Army mct an cxtrcmely heavy
German artillery concentration as soon as it crossed the front line. The
corridlor by which commmications were maintained with Merctzkov's group vas
narrowed down to 100 mctres at some places, so that not even telephone lines
could be laide Ten days aftcr the break through of the 2nd army o1l normal
liaison was scvercd and it was presumed that the Shock Army had suffered
disastcr. /The rcal stary
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The real story of the destruction of the 2nd Lymy must be contained in
the German military rcports of that time. It iz, however, clcar that Vlasov
fought to the bitter cnd. There ero stories of Stalin having twice scnt an
acroplono to pick up V1asov , but either no ccntect could be made, or Vliasov
rcfused to leave the remmants of his troops and his return to Moscow did not
materielise. The remains of his army partly joined the partisans, but the
German concentration in that thcatre had become so powerful that there was
not much scope for partisan activity. Scme time in the spring of 1942, Vlesowv
found himsclf isolated with anothcr officer and a nurse, koria Volkova, who
wscd to be his housckeeper and vas attending to his wound. The story of haw
Vlasov - was taken prisoner, told by Nikolacvsky, diffcrs frcm the onc re-
tailed by . Orlov, according to which the officer who was with Vlasov
was wounded and sick ond could not carry on any further as their food supplies
had run out. V1asov wmade a bed fcr him in the forest and covered him with
his gencral's greatcoat. Thon ho went with Volkova to a neighbouring wvillage
to ask for bread. He fell into the hands of the German-anpointed burgomeister
who locked him up in a stablec. Therc werc no Germens in the villagce In the
nezantine the officer whai ho had left in the forest dicd, his body was dis-
covered and reported to the Goriaanm authoritics. Two German officers werc
despatched to identify dhe body of the decad Russian general, as he was bel-
icved to be, beecouso of the identificotion marks on the groatcost. These
officers drovo through the village vhorc Vlasov was intcrned and his prescnce
was reported to theme When they came to the stable where Vlasov was locked
up, he told them imecediately "Nicht schiessen, ich General Vlasav ". He was
imacdiately brought to General Lindemann with whom he spent some time. As
we know from other sources Lindemann was groatly interested in using Russians
for military purposes. In the minutes of the meceting at Berghof on 8th June
1943 Schmund reported to Hitler, Keitel and Zeitzler that Lindemann was em-
ploying 47,000 Russians as auxiliary troops in his sector of the front.
Lindemann asked Vlasov why he carried on the strugglo when it had become
hopecless and was impressed by Vlasov!s answer "what would you have done in
my placc?" Source has scen no evidence shewing that, in spite of the correct
rcceptien accorded to Vlasov , he had been in touch with or tricd to contact
those Germons who werc cnnected with the Tukhachovski conspiracy, such as
Generals Aschenbremncr and Kbstring. This scems to indicate that Vlasov
had not previously thought of dofecting to the Germans, in spite of some
fecling of bitterncss towards the Soviet Governmment which must have existed
at that time and which might have influcnced his decision not to return to
Moscow in the planes gscnt by Stalin, or by filtering through with partisan
detachmonts with vwhich he maintaeined contact all through the fight.

&s other generals, Vlasov was sent to a prisoner of war camp in
Vinnitsa where he was kepsunder reasonably tolerable conditicns. It is there
that he was discoverod by Strik-Strikfeldt together with his later collaborator
Gemeral Malyshkin.

Coptain Strik-Strikfcldt wes considered © be the German Army specialist
on Russian psychology snd as such had certain powers which he used in order to
pursuo a policy cf his ovm, camoufleging it as necessary psychological expcri-
ments with Soviet prisoncrs of woare He had facilitics for picking out per-
sonally and through agents, prisoncrs of wur who might be used for nropagandae
They were brought to Berlin ond dirccted to the various propaganda schools,
the most important of which was cstablished in Debendorf. At first sight
Strik-Strikfcldt understood the valuc of Vlasov for his purposcs ond brought
him to Berlin, together with Malyshkine. There thoy met Zykov, Zhilenkov,
Trukhin ond the other later members of the KONR. Strik-Strikfieldt did not,
however, send Vlasev to one of the propaganda schools. A small cpiscde
might throw somec light on thc conditions in which Strik-Strikfcldt's enterprise
was plonancd at the beginninge. Vlasov. had to have civilian clothos ond these
were difficult to get because of hils exceptional height. Strik-Strikf'cldt,
however, managed t o collecet a few things from his friends and brought them to

V1es0v,  vhose pride was woundod by having to wear sccondhand clothes.
Strik-Strikifcldt conforted him by saying "You sco, hed we been in Englend, I
would no doubt have got a cheque to pay your tailor and things would look ruch
morc dignifiied, but never mind, there is an enormous adventage in knowing that
you are not in the pay of anybody end that you remain an independent agent".
The lesson of this ¢pisode is that from the beginning Vlasgy found himself
comneeted with Germons who werce themselves conspiring against the regime and
who considered him to bec in tho samc position towards his government as they
/were vis-a-vig
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were vis-a-vis the Nazis. The understanding between Vlassy » and Strik-
Strikfeldt was complete, in spite of the great divergence of education,

moral standards and political tact. Strik-Strikfeldt had certain diffi-
culties in the Beginning in persuading Vlasov to join him in his efforts

to organise a purely Russian anti-Communist movement., Aceording to Strik-
Strikfeldt, the argument which proved decisive was the fate of the prisoners
of war. "Even if nothing comes of our efforts" he said "except the saving

of so many priscners! lives who are perishing in the enclosures, it will be
worth your whilo to undertake this effort." To this argument Vlasoy surren=
dered. The unique value of Vlasov to the orgsnisation of a popular anti-
Communist movement in Russia was not so much his outstanding abilities as

the fact that his name was widely kmown to the masses in the Soviet Union

and in the Rcd Army. No amount of Sovict abuse and propaganda against the
"disreputable Judas Vlasov " could wipe out the memory of a man who fought
against the system of political cammissars, who insisted on an increcasc in

the efficiency of the Red Army and who was a hero of the defence of Moscour.
Strik-Strikfeldt's task was now to find a means by which Vlasow's . voice

could reach the wide masses of the Riussian psople. As far as propaganda

to the Red Army was conccrned, Strik-Strikfeldt could rcly on the completce
co-operation of all parts of the German war machine. This was the best wey
to camouflage the cther part of the work which consisted in organising the
prisoncrs of war, the population of the oceupicd territories and the ever-
increasing nunbers of thce Ostarbeiter in the Reich and in the West. On

the 27th December, 1942 Vlav' issued an open letter to his Russian cam-
patriots urging them to takc up the strugglc against Communism. This
docunent, a complete copy of which it is hoped to obtain (Nikolacvsky knew
only excerpts frem it) contains already the esscntial clements of the

ideology which fonned the basis of ths Smolensk 13 points (see Appendix IV)
and much latcr of the Praguc Manifestc. After denouncing the Moscow regimc
as the dictatorship of a fanatical group to whom the intercsts of the Russian
pcople were alien, Vlasov ° explained the war as a machinaticn of Stalin who
had sold the intcrests of the Russian people to the Anglo-Americans.  He
cxposed. the mendacity of the patriotic propaganda of Moscow and appcaled for
the overthrow of the Soviet rcgime and "the completion of the national rcvolu-
tion" out of which a new Russia would cmerge, whi@h would live in pcace with
the nations of Europe and in particular with the great German pcoplc. "In
this struggle for our future I opcnly and honestly am rcady to pursue a policy
of an alliance with Germany." This appcal was published in various papers
cdited by the propaganda schools and cvoked a great response in the Prisoner
of War canps and among the Ostarbeiter. Hundreds of letters poured in offer-
ing support ond asking for an opportunity to participate in thc movement in-
augurated by V1aov, . In estimating such material one has to understand the
innucendos of Vlasov's phrascology. What might appear a subscrviont attitude
now, was in fact one of extreme arrogonce at that timec, viewed from the stond-
point of the Nazis of the Ostministorium. An Alliance with Germany mcant in
a way & claim to an independent status which was quite unhcard of on the part
of an ‘Untermenschs* Therc was also no mention of acecptance of the National
Sccialist doctrine by Vlasov . On the contrary, cleverly quoting Hitler's
spcech, according to which National Socialism was not an export product,
Vlasov * pointed out that the new Russia would be organiscd on lines different
from these of National Socialist Germany, The status of an ally was always
interpreted as onc which creates obligations but also establishes claims on
the other partner. Should thce Germans persist in a policy of enmity towards
the New Russia, the alliance would bc de facto denounced by them and Vlasov.
would fcecl himself free to act independently. All these innuendos were clearly
understood by the Russian supporters of Vlasov , as well as by the Nazis them-
selvess In this game of double-crossing by shifting the meaning of propagaonda
slogans, the Nazis hoped in some measurc to heal the wounded nationalist feeclings
of the Russians and break that passive resistance which weighod hcavily on all
their attempts to make effective use of the cccupied territorics for their war
effort. By the some gomo Strik-Strikfeldt and similar dissident German idoolo-
gists intended to strengthen Vlaspv!s hond and form such a powerful Russian
movement that the Eastern plans of Roscnberg and other Nazis would beccme com=
plctely nullified and disappcar with cther intolerable cxccsses of Nazism,

Tor Vlasov, on the other hand, thcse formulaec werc a meons of appcasing
the Germans and saving face in the cyes of the Russions who looked up to him
/as thc leador
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as the leader of a great national movemont. As long as the game was
restricted to producing appoals, proclamations, programmes and so on, all
parties played aceording to the rulcs, but when it came to taking action,

the duplicity inherent in the use of an ambiguous phraseology became

apparent. Thercas Strik-Strikfeldt and Vlasov © intended these prcclamations
for thc people whom they could organisc in the occupicd territories ond in
Germany, the Rogenberg administration and the strictly party-controlled SS
and SD werc willing to spread it exclusively in the front line and beyond it
into Soviet territory. The first appeal of Vlascv became knoim through an
oversight of this Nazi control. Strik-Strikfeldt succeeded also in organis-
ing a tour by Vlasor in the occupicd territoriws with the co-operation and
connivanco of his German officcr friends. Vlasov was allowed to travel on
the Northorm sector of the front and made a number of specches in towns and
villages in the Pskov and Smolensk arcas. The success of this tour was as
grcat as that of tiwe first appeal. Vlasov had a gift for catching the mood
of the population which felt relieved after liberation fram the Soviet regime
and at the samc time depressed by the conditions ecstablished by the Ostmini-
gteriwn administration. The morale of the Russian soldicrs serving with the
various Gerian groups was heightened and national feelings werc wouscd. £1]
this could not cscapc the attention of the Nazi administration and indignant
reports about thc new action to hecighten Russian nationalist feelings poured
in to tho Ostministcriunm and into Hitler's hecadgquarters. Kecitel considered
the Vlasov tour a great mistakes Instructions wore given to the Russian
papers, which werec published by various Vertrauensstellen, not to mention
Vlasov'!s name sny more and Strik-Strikfcldt himself was on the verge of boing
arrested. It was about this time (May 1943) that the incident cccurred which
Nikolaevsky rcports in "Noviy Journal" No. 19, page 128. The facts have been
confimed by Strik-Strikfcldt. Despairing of thec possibility of getting
pemission to spread Vlasov propaganda (i.e. his appeal and the 13 points) in
the occupied territories, Strik-=Strikfceldt persuaded his superiors to have
them printed and spread in great numbers bechind the Soviet lines. There

was no objection to this plen. As soon a3 permission to sprcad was obtained,

the lcaflets, which were printed in anticipation of permission, werc given to
aixmen who intentionally (according to Strik-Strikfeldt) dropped them in
various parts of the Central Scctors This was later cxplained as a techni-
cal nistake and the participants werc protectced by their military supcriors.
The affair became known and strict. mcasurces werce taken. The military
comnanders who were using Russian troops tricd to protect them.

Karl Michel rcports in his book that about this time General Hollmich
and hinaself were surmoned to Berchtesgaden in order to report on the Russian
voluntcers in the Germon army. They were rcceived by General Warlimont who
accuscd them of having raised and axmed a million men, whose political aims
vere 1most unclear and who constituted a dangerous clement. In his defence
Hellinich quoted statements by the scparate firmy Group Comanders saying that
the digbandment of thesc voluntecer detachments would rcauire replaccments by
Geraon soldicrs anounting to hundreds of thousands and that the moral effect
on the population would be unfavourablc. Boris Dvinov published in thc
Sotsialisticheski Vestnik" Nos. 11 and 12, 1949 the minutes of a mccting
at Berghof in which the fomation of military detachments under the lcader—
ship of the National Committee, headed by Vlasov, was discussed. Hitlerts
attitude was quitc determinecd. The propagonda of the National Commnittec
should be used to disrupt the Soviect front and increcase the number of deserters,
but should not be tolecrated on the German sido of the front. As the Generals
insisted on having Russien volunteers for auxiliary services, these should be
used in small formations, but as integral parts of the Gemman firmy Groups, and
should not be subject to any propaganda or control by Vlasov and his
Committecs The formation of larger detachments should not be cencouraged
and smaller detachments should be enrolled only where this was justificd by
military expcdiencys The same measures were applicd to the othecr Hasterm
national units as to the Russian army. In fact the decisions of June, 1943
did not grecatly affect the structure of the Russian detachments on the Kastern
Front. Lfter the cmergonce of Vlasov they all considercd themselves to be
Vlasovites and to belong to the ROA, but they remained as they were before,
l.¢e. operationally undor the cammand of the German Army Groups to which they
belunged and they had no contacts whatever with Vlagov.. On the other hand

/the decisions
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the decisions of June 1943 were of some consequence for Vlasov himself and
for Strik-8trikfeldt's policy. The whole activity of the Russian Natiocnal
Committec had to be wound up and Strik-Strikfeldt adviscd somc of his Baltic
friends, whanhe had e¢nrcllecd for work on the Committec, to leave Berlin

at once. (Levitsky). In fact Vlasov and Malyshkin lived in a villa in Dahlem
in conditions wery similar to house arrest with only the members of their
housel 0ld and an officer, a personal friecnd of Strik-Strikfeldt, in charge

of their perscnal security. It was about this time that Zykov'!s disappearance
producecd a depressing cffect on the Group. 2Zykov was an extremely activo
member of the Vlasov Commnittee. It was known most confidentially that he

was a Jew. This fact was carefully conccilcd from the SS. On a certain

date he was driven away in a car by unidentifiod men. The Security Police
claimed that they might have been Soviet agents. Most of the people conccrncd
with the school in Dabcendorf aond the paper "Zarya", which was edited by
Zykov, bolieved that he had been oliminatcd by the Gestapo together with his
adjutant.

By this time however the murder of Vlasov and prominent members of his
Committee was definitely on tho schedule of tho Soviet Intelligence Serviccs
Thore axe indientions that the partisans wiere reproachcd for not having
killed Vlasov during his tour cf the flront during Morch/April 1942, In this
connoction thero is a long recport from Frcmdohecro Ost on 22nd July, 1943 cn
the intcerrogation of the Soviet spy Scmoon Nikolacvitch Kapustin. It includcs
a long schedule of questions to be investigatod and an instruction to join
the Vlasov Comaitteec, to get employed in the Propaganda Abteilung and in
the offices of the papers "Zarya" and) "Dobrovolets'. One of the main tasks
assigned to him was to organise the mﬁrier of Vlasov, Malyshkin and other
members of the Comaittec. Scveral nlots to kill Vlascv vere discovered at
that time. In one case, a Russian volunteer in Gexrman uniform appecarcd at
the gate of Vlasov't villa and was let in on Vlasov's orders. He engaged
the man in conversation and offcred him vodka and cucumber, which is the
most modest form of hospitality. Dinnor of cabbage scup was then sorved.
Later the man confosscd what he had ccome to kill Vlasov and had a loaded
revolver on hime. He had been told that the Gencral lived in extreme luxury
and was haughty, but he was completely won over in the course of conversatione.
Generally specaking Vlasov had a great gift for inspiring confidence.

In the course of 19L3/44, Vlasov. lived very quictly in his Dahlem villa,
working out the principles of his programmo which werc tried out in constant
discussion in the propaganda school at Dabendorf. At the same time, through
the intermediary of Strik-Strikfoldt ¥lasov increased the circle of his Ger-
man contacts. Little is known of his negotiations in high places with Nazis
and with the military hierarchy. Whenever he went for an important discussion
he avoided taking any of his entourage with him and there are few traces of
his interviews with these pecople. This created great difficulties at a later
stage because nothing was known of the promises and pledges of both sides.
Some first-hand information on this matter could be got fram General Aschen-
brenner who claims to have accompanicd Vl1asov in his interviews with G&ring
and Goebbels. Aschenbrenner has, howcver, refused to £i-e any further infor=-
mation when askcd what imprcssion Vlasov produccd on those pecople. Anothor
source would be Pastor Schabert who now has a living somewhere in Germany
(Bamberg?). He was intorpreter in many of Vlasov!.:: ncegotiations. The full
rccord of this time (and a recliablo one) is certainly containcd in Strik-Strik-
feldt's archives. It was Vlasov!s heart's desirec to be received by Hitler
himself, but all attecmpts to securc an intervicw failed and all rcports to
the contrary must be considercd falsec.

Vlaspv Wwas very intcrestcd in women and these rclations always crcatod
complications in his life. It is during this period that a scentimental affair
with a German woman playcd an important part in his interests. Membcrs of his
entourage believe that she helped to break Himmler's negative attitude to the
Vlasov movement (the Zara-Leandrov documents) .

In spite of the fact that during the whole period from June 1943 to
August 1944 Vlasov was completely cut off from any official cammunications
with the Russian troops incorporated in the German Army ,his popularity among
them grow incessantly. They all considercd themsclves to bo Vlagovtsi,
though not many had ever scen him and none of them were under his command.

/In a certain
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In a certain sense this situation reflects unfavourably on his reputation
as o politician. Russian auxiliary troops werc uscd by the Germans for
the suppression of partisans and the mass terrorisation of the population.
£11 these were indiscriminately considered to be Vlasovtsi and their mis-
deeds were frequently quoted as a proof of the complete subscrvience of
Vlasovy to the Germans. There can be no doubt that some of these troops took
part in thc worst excesscs and atrocities which were com:itted by the Germans
in the occupied territories ("Borba" 1949, 6~7, page 30). Beither for theso
nor for anything which was being done by so-callcd Vlasovesi under the
German commond can Vlasov or the Vlasecy Comnittee be held reponsibles Yot,
in spite of thc abscnce of any opcrational or administrative control of the
Vlasovtsi in the period of the oclipse 1943/44, Vla: ovls ideas spread not
anly among the Russian soldiers but among the population of the occupied
territorics and among the Ostarbeiter. The school in Dabendorf produced
propagondists who went to the front and spread the ideas which they had
learncd in the classes and in endless conversations during their stay at this
scmi-conspiratorial organisation. The propagandists, trained in Dabendorf
wore not clever and cynical disrupti®ec agents who had lecarncd to handle
propaganda matecrial disintegrating . the Red Army. Rather they were conzerts
to certain political ideas in which they genuinely belicved and which
they were sure would prevail in spite of the fact that, at that time, the
Germans had not yet rcalized their truth. The propagandists brcught to the
Russian voluntecers the message that there was a General Vliasov who was
fighting for an independent Russian Army ond an independent Russian Peoplo's
Stte in the future and whose activities were curbed by fanatical Nazis.
This message was widely spread and belicved and inspired the volunteers with
new political hopes. The constant defeats suffered by the Germans at that
time made it increasingly protable in the eycs of these Russians that Vlassowv
would finally succoed in his efforts to persuade the Germans that Communism
in the U.S.S.R. could be overccme only with the help of a Russian Peoplec's
Army. The emergence of an independent PecopleB State in Russia would then
change tho whole course of the war amd make an understanding with other
nations possiblc. The school in Dabendorf, which was the source of these
rumours, was to a largo extent the creation of Zykov. It was later succcs-
sively under the command of Generals Blagoveschenski, Trukhin and Zhilenkove
The orgonisation and activity of this school pre of the greatest imwortance
for undorstanding the wholc movement. There has as yet been no comprechensive
report on this subject, but it is hoved to obtain from Colonel Pozdniakov
sano typed material on Dabendorf whiich should complete the picture of Vlasov's
activities in thc period of ecclipsec. The Germans became increasingly aware
of tho importence of Vlasov and of his influence during this period. They
learmed to value his public support of any measurcs taken by them because
they sow how it heightenod the morale of the millions of Russians whom they
were using cither as militery forces or as werkers. Attempts were made © get
his consent to the transfer of Russian troops to the West at the beginning
of 1944. Source was told that Vlasow refusod, but he was unablc to see
the lotter Vlasov wrote on this question, copies of which spread to several
people at that time. Source has no doubt that much light on this' questian
could bo throvm by tho study of Strik-Strikfeldt's archives. According to
Orlov, Vlasov used to make fun of the security measurcs in the Dahlem villa
for which he (Orlov) was rcsponsible, saying that the Germans must protect
him bccause his assassination would causc an irmediate general strike of all
Ostarbeiter. This may not have been literally true, but the reports on the
mood of the Ostarbeiter must have given it some probabliity in the eyes of the
Germans.

The turning point in the Vlasgv movement came in the autumn of 1944.
Source often put the question to the pcople he met in Germany: "what were
the factors which induced Hirmmler to receive Vlasov after ho had denouncod
him only a year before ?" In August 1943 Himmler had made a speech in which
he abused Vlasov and criticised tho trcatment meted out to him by thesc "Baltic
gentlemen who were running sbout in Reichswehr uniform', (by which Himmler
could have meant only Strik-Strikfeldt and his friends). In that speech
(documents of the Mircnberg Trial) Himmler cxpressed his indignation that
German officers could debase themselves to the extent of attending Vlasov's
lectures and being told that Russia could be conquered only with the Kelp
of Russians (& thing which Vlasov cortainly did not say). What was it that
caused the reverse in Hirmler's mind ? Of couryethe situation had changed

/considorably betwoen
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considerably between the autum of 1943 and 19%44. The loss of the occupied
territories deprived Rosenberg of his influence in the trecatment of the
Russian problem. Himmler and the SD had often before shovm themselves more
amenable to the expediency arguments of various Russian Vertrauensstellen
than the Rosenberg administration. Now that Rosenberg could no longer argue
that the development of a Russian nationalist movement impeded his admini-
stration the Vlasov claims to hecad all the Russian forces could be
rcconsidered directly by Himmler without fear of interfercnce from the
Ostministeriume. He must have had favourable reports of Vlasgw pPersonally
fron Gbring, Gocbbels and other Nezis to whom Vlasov was introduced by the
Generals. He wanted to sece the man f or himself., Vlasov went to the fatal
interview alonc and nobady knows what promiscs wercec made by both partiese

The only agrecment which wasg published concerncd the financing of the Vliascy
movement and the recognition of Vlasov's authority to use a special currcus
account. Neither at that time, nor at any carly date as has been suggested
by Wallace Carrol ("Life", Dec. 19th, 19)9) did Vlasov sign away the Ukraine
and the Caucasus. and promise to avcept a German protectorate. The Himmler
interview in 194J); greatly satisfied both norties. Vlasov. was promised
operatidnal and administrative command over axmed forces amounting to ten
Divisions. An understanding was reached about cquipment and vraining of
these troops and freedom of political action by the KONR was also promiscd.

A Committee was orgenised without delay. In return the German control of

the movement was taken over Himmler and the SS. This meent severing all
official contacts with the Lrmy. The function carricd out until then by
Strik-Strikfeldt went to a narrow-minded SS man, a certain Oberfithrer Krbéger.
Crlov, who had been with Vlasov¥ since the very beginning, had certain
scruples about joining the SS. These, however, Vlasecv waived viath a smile,
saying "Never mind, Serczha, one must get enrolled in the Kclkhoz" (Nichevo
Serezha, nado zapisyvatsia v Kolkhoz"c) Vlascv interpreted his authority
to e¢Xtend over all military formations of the "Peooles of Russia", as his
Committee was styled the Committee for the Liberation of the Peoples of
Russia. This agrcement is however, no proof of a change of heart on the part
of Himmler. Imacdiately after the interview the first misunderstanding with
Himmler arose. The minutes wvhich were given to the press were unilaterally
altered by the Germans. This infuriated Vlasov, Strik-Strikfcldt supported
him and warned him not to give in wntil the press report had becn rectified.
Under tte threat of Vlaspv's resignation from the Comaittee Himmler sent a
rectified version to be published in the Russian papers, but none was issued
to the German press. Silrik-Strikfeldt warmed Vlasov once more not to give
in, but this proved too much for the Gencral who was now so engaged in the
organisation of his Committeec that he was afraid of weakening it by the threcat
of his resignation. ifis soon as the question of the formation of thc divisions
arosec, difficulties werc made due to the alleged lack of cquipment and supplics.
The result was that instead of the ten original divisions only three were
allowel to be formed. Here again Strilk-Strikfeldt urged Vlasov to resign,
cven at the cost of being imprisoncd. Vlasov, . howevcer well he knew that

h¢ was being double-crossed, decided to stey hoping that as the Germans werc
getting weaker every day, he might still, in the final stages of the war,
bccome an independent factor and enter into negotiations with the Alliecs.

4t that time it was expecsted and generally belicved in Germany that the mili-
tary clash between the Lllies and the Soviet Union was imminent and would
follow the collapse of Germany in a very short time. At this point - that is
shortly before the Praguc Congress - Strik-Strikfcldt parted with Vlasove .
They remained personal fricnds but were politically estranged.

The few weceks folloving the Himmler intcrview were dedicated to the
orgenisation of the KONR.s From Levitsky source obtained the following
general outlay of this organisation and its agencics. Tho Cammittec con-
sisted of the Generals Vlasov, Trukhin, Malyshkin, Zhilenkov, Zakutny and
Mcandrov (all hanged on 2nd fugust 1946) , Professor Ivanov (decad ?) Profcssor
Rudnev (now in Switzerland) Bogatyrchuk, Moskvitinov (now in New York)
Karpinski, Muzychenko (now Pismenny, in Munch) General V.V. Kreiter, General
Purkul (first emigration, now in Germany, politically active) , General
Balabin (now in Austria), Abramov, Levitsky and Bolkhovskoi. This Cormittee
was far from a debating socicty. It met mainly to sanction decisions taken
by the various departments which vere:

1« Vlasov'is Personal Chancellery, under Cole Kromiadi.

/2. The Secretariat
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The Sccretariat of the Committee under Levitsky vhich' preparcd
the agenda of the mectings of the Committee and rcported
progress and implementing of decisions.

The Department of the Cadres under Liventsov, (new cmigration).

Legal Departrnent, under Professor I.D. Grimm.

Tdoological Department, wnder Zaitsev (Solidarist, now writing
in the "Possev") and Col. Artcmev.

Foreign Relations Department, Zherebkov (the German-appointed
lecader of the Russian emigration in Paris, now rumourcd to be in
Spain) .

7. Church Affairs, under Budzilovich (dcad).

All these Departments were organised under the title of Organizatsionnoe
Upravlenic (General fidministration) and wero supervised by Gencral Malyshkin.
In addition, therc were departments independent of Malyshkin, of which the
following were referrcd to by Levitsky:

Chief Military Administration, under Gencral Trukhin,

Chief Propaganda Admiristration, under General Zhilenkov and
Cols. Mcandi'ov and Spiridonov.

Chief Civilian (dministration, under General Zakutnye.

Therc was also a Relief Organisation under G..A. fLlexeyev, which disposcd
of very considerablc funds (morc thon a million marks).

The Comittec's immecdiate aims werc: firstly, to issue a manifesto
with an apveal to all Russiens to rally round the Comnmittée for the struggle
against Belshcvism and obtain as much recogniticn as possible from the German
authoritics, with a view to constituting itzelf an indcpendent National
Government; sccondly, to organise and train armacd forces which should be
sent to the Bastern front at an carly date; +thirdly, to lay the foundations
for a futurc noticnal administration in Russia after the dowmfall of the
Soviet regime; fourthly, to organisc and protect the large number of Ost-
arbeiter employed in German induoSries. The first task was carriod out by
calling the Congress in Prague at which the manifesto of the Comnittee was
accepted in the solemn atmosphere of the great Hradchin Hall in Praguc.e In
fact, all the speeches which were made there as well as the text of the mani-
festo, were laid down beforchand. Praguc was selectcd as an appropriate place
because it lay technically outside the Reich proper. The Prague Manifesto
is ©of some importance cv:in at present as it is still considered to be the
basis of the work of varioug anti-Soviet groups which claim descent from the
Vlasov movement. The Prague mecting was followed by a series of speeches
by Vlascv and his collasorators all over Germanye. The idecology worked out
in Dabendorf crmcrged into the open and beccame widely spread among Russians
of all categories in the German axmy and in German industry. The ban was
lifted on Vlasov's name in the papers and the whole mechinery of propagenda
bcecame subordinated to KONR. This work was carricd out during the very last
deys of the Third Reich. /Another important manifesto was plammed for broad-
casting from Praguc on the 24th fiprils Vlasev © was to speak himself at the
microphone and address the world at large, and in particular the United Nations
Conference in San Francisco, pointing out for the first time the position of
KONR in the ficld of international polities. Wacilities were requested for the
broadcast fram Frank in Praguc, but he said he could do nothing without per-
missionfrom Berlin. By the ¢nd of Lpril, however, ccmunications with Berlin
became disorganiscd and the address from the Praguc radio never materialised.
Source heard, however,.that Vlasov tried to induce the Czech revolutionary
committoe in the first doys of May to let him usc the Praguc microphonc, but
this was also refussd. For scme important rcason the text of the broadcast
remained secret. Professor Oberlinder, whom sowrce visited in fiugsburg, claims
to possess it, as he obtained it from Professor Eibel (Philosopher at Vienna
University) who assisted V1asOv in the composition of the text. Oberl8nder

/promised to send
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promised to send source a copy, but has nct yet done so.

The second task of forming the new divisions presented considereble
difficulties im the conditions of the general brcakdown of the German military
tlachine. By the spring of 1946the first division was formed snd took up
position on the Oder Front. Kt was placed under the orders of General Bunya-
chenko. There arc some memoirs by A. Ossipov in Nos. 276, 278 and 280 of the
ROVS Magazine "Chasovoi", giving an account of what happened at the front
(quoted by Dvincv in "Sotsialisticheski Vestnik" 1949, No. 12). In fpril 1945
the Division refused to accept orders from the German High Comaand, as it had
been promised that only orders by Vlasov would be valid and no communication
with Vlasov was possiblee The Division left the front and moved into Czechc-
slovakia where, during the 4th fo 6th May, they played some part in the up-
rising in Praguc. After @ number of skirmishes with the SS for which the
Vlasovites were thanked by he Prague revolutionary radio, the Division split
nnd surrcndered in scparate groups to the fmericans. (So far as source can
BCG, t?is Division was kown as the 600th in the German LAymy. Sce Zars/Mcander
PAPCYS) o

A second division, under Gencral Truikhin, was formed in Minzingen in
Baden., It never went to the front. A third division was Just starting to be
formed. There was, besides, an 4ir Force detachment, numbering sane 7-9
thousand nen under Col. Moltzev (honged) , who was assisted in his work by
General Aschenbrenner of the Luf'twaffcec. Source asked Lischenbrenner what he
thought of this detachment and his answer was "Well, you know, they had just
completecd their training but they did .saac quite useful work and werc using
the latest types of Germen Jjet-propelled fighters. There wes also an Officers'
School under the command of Pozdniakov (?). The Second Division, the iir
Detachment and the Officer!s School were moved into various places in Southern
Bohcmia during the closing stages of the war, while the Staff's and the Ldmini-
stration of KONR werc ccncentrated in Karlsbad. It is fran these various
places that the surrender to tho /fmericens took place.

It would be naive %o cnguire ebout the moralec of these troops. The
general situstion had reached a crisis aond every man was profoundly worricd
obout his fate. These Vlasov troops, the only ones over which he had opera=-
tional and administrativa control, werc made up of Russian voluntecrs in the
Gorman army and in the Waffen SS who managed to join them, as well as fram
voluntecrs fron the Ostarbeiter camps who managed to @isengage themselves fram
their duties in war industry. Sowrce has hecard conflicting rcports about the
cnthusiasia with which the opportunity of joining Vlasov!s armed forces was
grasped by the Ostarbeiter. Orlov and others told source that the main diffi-
culty was the rcluctance of industry to releasc labour of which they were
short and that Vlassov could have easily enrolled two million menfrom among
these Ostarbeiter. They needed, however, military training, cquipment and so
on for which therc was ncither time nor supplies. On the other hand, Chernavin,
who was wmanager of works in the Harz which eémployed about 150 Ostarbeiter,
told source that therc was little response to the Vlaspy propagandists
who came over to enrol voluntecrs. Some 20 to 30 men left out of a total of
150, the others wavered, came to ask his advice and finally remaincd in the
workss saying "We did not fight for the Germans when they were victorious. Why

should we f£ight for them when they are beaten ?" Source was also told that
there was a great deal of double crossing by the Germans. Men who were enrolled
into the Vlasov divisions fowd themselves later side—~tracked and forcedto

join the Woffcen SS.

Besides these formations Vlasov claimed to command all dher groups
belonging to the "Pcoples of Russia" and herc source learns that he was largely
successful. Letters were rceceived from Caucasion detachments and cven from
Ukrainians, especially thosec with Social Democratic lecanings, asking to join
in the amed forces of the KONRe A ccrtain difficulty arose here with the
Cossacks. The leading Cossak f'igurc had always been the novelist Ltaman P.N.
Krasnove During the war Krasnov comaanded the Cossack Corvs which operated
mainly in Yugoslavia in ccnjunction with Nedich Chetnikse. There were no
contacts between Vlasov. and Krasnove Lfter the formation of KONR certain
lecanings towards Vlasov becamc noticeable among the Cossacks. In March, 1945
Krasnov published a provecative, open lctter to Vlesov asking him whether it
was truc that he considercd himself to be mercly a fellow-traveller of the
Germans ond not a rcal ally and whether he was recady to give all the neccssacy

/guarantecs of Cossack
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guaranteces of Cossack autonomy. The wording of the last demand was such that
it amounted to a claim of self-detcrmination for the Cossack people. Vlasov
was pleced in a rather cmbarrassing position by this letter. The wording of
his answer is very intecrcsting and goes far to show that he considered himself
an ally of Germany only in so far as the struggle against the Comrmmunist regime
wag concorncds. This exchange of views is worth studying as it sets in relicf
the various imucndos of Russian collaboration with the Germans during the
last war. Col. Pozdnickov promiscd sourcc a copy of this document which is
difficult to obtain. {5 a result of tuis exchange Krasnov rcfuscd to join

the KONR, but to his great onnoyance the Ataman of the Kuban Cossacks, General
Naumenko (now in the USA) offered to scrve under Vlasove Krasnov figures

in the announcement of the Izvestia 21.8.46. next to Vlasov and his disciples.

48 compared with these tasks of immcdiate importance, the third aim of
the Comaittee - the preparation of a future administration of Russia - was
rather an academic affair. Many of the memoranda which werd workcd out while
KONR was in Berlin were destroyed in an air raid. When Rofcessor Grima took
over the legal department he concentratod his efforts on organising the legal
aswect of the relations between KONR and the verious German authorities, as
woll as on defining the limits of competence of the various departments of the
KXONR adiministration, where therc was much overlepping. He told source of the
extreme difficulty which he found in making Vlasov understand the necessity
of legal order. Momentary expedicency always took preccdence in his eyes over
lcgal considerationss

The fourth aim of the Comnittec - the carc of the Ostarbuiter -~ was
entrusted to the Department of Civil Affeirs under General Zaokutny. He was
a man of 1little ability ond the real work was carried out by Georgi Konstan-
tinovich Meyer. They were to orgeniso a kind of supurvision of the employmnent

of Ruassion lobour in the Reich and work for the improvement of material and
cultural conditions of the Ostarbeiter. By the time the organisation started
working the general conditions had so deteriorated that it is hardly possiblo
to cstimate the success of this progrermac.
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BI BLIOGRAPHY

Litersature on the VLASOV ' Movement

There is relatively little printed mater ial
dealing directly with the Vlasov Movement., The following
is a list of sources which have been used in the compilation
of the present report or are earmarked for use in the draft
of the final report.

In Russian

l. There are two articles by B.Nikolaevsky in the
"Noviy Zhurnal, edited by Karpovich, New York, 1948,
Vols.XVIII and XIX, ontitled "Porazhentchostvo 1941-
1945 Godov i Gonoral A.A.Vliasov! (The dofeatism of
1941-1945 and Genoral A.A.Vlasov), This is the bost
account of the Vlasoy Movoment which has como into my
hands. Nikolacvsky workod on matorial listod in his
first articlo, mainly German-sponsored papors in
Russian publishod during the war. Hec had besidos boon
in Gormany and contactod a number of pooplo who gave
him manuscript notos, momoirs, etc. Ho is still
collocting matoerial for a history of tho Vlasov
Movomont. During my stay in Gormany I mot a numbor

of pooplo who suppliod Nikolaovsky with information,
such as Tsurikov, Orloff and Pozdniakov. Othocrs

whom Nikolaovsky mot bolong to tho AZODNR or thc SAF.
Ho sooms to havo boon particularly intimatoe with Col,
Votlugin (formorly Tanzorov). Tho articlos give an
account of the Vlasov Movcmont up to the middle of
1944, Thoy woro to bo continuod but have stoppod
appoar ing . This is probably duec to tho hostilo attitude
which Nikolacvsky's political frionds, tho social
domocrats in Amcrica, manifcstod against what they
boliovod to bo an attompt to whitowash a Nazi quisling,
an anti-somito ond a traitor to tho national causce
Nikolaovsky had o sorious quarrol with thom, answcred
tho attack launchod on him by Aronson but stoppod
publishing the continuation of his rosoarch work in order
to prescnt it with tho meximum wcight of ovidoncc in
support of his viocw of thc Vlasevy Movomont. Nikolaovsky
doos not claim historical accuracy. His rcport is just
2 prcliminary study. It 1s howovor sound and basod

on an honost offort to asccrtain tho truth oven though
Nikolaovsky has boon mislcd in somo dctails by hoarsay
storics. Thce articlos should bo rcad inconncction with
the Aronson-Nikolacvsky polcmics, publishod in No.XXI
of tho " Noviy Zhurnal" Now York, 1949.

2. "Sotsitclistichoskiy Vostnik" for 1948/49, Now York,
37 Bast 15th Stroot, Room 407.

In various numbers thorc aro rcforonccs to tho
Vlascw Movemont, tho morc important of which arc two
articlos by B.D. (Boris Dvinov). In No.ll and 12,
Novembor and Docombor, 1949. Titlo "Gitlor o Vlasovtsakh'
(Hitler on tho Vlasovitcs)i. It has a translation of
a conforcnco of Hitlor with Koitol, Schmund, Zcitzler
and othors on the nccossity of curbing the Gonorals'
initiativo in forming Russian voluntary dotachmont ss
Dvinov's attitudo towvards tho Vlasovitos 1is far morc
nogativo than Nikolacvsky's. Ho quotes Wallace Carroll's
articlc in "Lifo" in support of tho rumour that Vlasov
had accecdod to tho Gorman demand to dotach tho Ukraino

ard thcec Caucasus from Russia which doos not scom to bo
substantiatod,

Sls Much informtion 1s containocd in thec SBONR
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poriodical "BORBA", publishod in Munich, 1948/49. On tho
wholo this sourco is roliable, but ofton naivo and oxtromely
partisan. Nos. 6/7 of "BORBA" have tho draft of an anti-
Communist manifosto. Pagos 28-36 throw somo light on tho
history of tho Vlasov Movomont.

4, "Svobodnoyo Slovo!" ("Sbornik Porviy, 1946" (La Parolo
Libro, Rocuoil Politiquo Social Litterairo, sous la rodaction do
SeP.Molgounoff, Boito postal 36, Paris XV.)

On pago 19 thoro is en articlo ontitlod "Tragodia Vlasovisev!
(Tho tragedy of tho Vlasevltés)., The articlo is ono of tho
first roforoncos to tho Vlasav Movomont in tho Russian omigro
pross. It brings parts of a lectter sont by Moandrov from

tho camp in Platting whoro ho was lator dclivorod to tho
Sovieots, as woll as a letter from thrco othor Vlasovitcsd.

5% Tho magazino "Chassovoi" (La Scntinollo, bi-monsuol
argon du mouvemont national Russo, diroctour B.Orokhoff,
Bruxellos boite postal 31, Ixolles, 4) has occasionally
matoriel on tho Vlasov Movormont, in particular Nos. 276,

278 and 280, threo skotchos by fi. Ossipov on tho ROD and tho
First Division of tho RO4 (quotod by Dvinov).

In Fronch

6 "T,os confidoncos du Gonoral Vlasov"', J'ai choisi
la potonco'". Edition univors, Paris, copyright 1947,

This is a complotoly spurious concoction without
ovon an attompt to mako it at all plausible to an informod
roador. Its intorost lics in that it might havo bocomo tho
sourco of cortain logonds about Vlasov., A mondacious pieco
of information can bo dotoctod by tho fact that tho dotails
had boon borrowod from this booke. The publishing firm which
issuod it has Communist loanings, but the purpose of bringing
on tho markot such uttorly worthless matorial, the falsity
of which can bo so oasily provod, romains uncloar.

In Gorman

. 7 Karl Michel "Ost und Wost. Dor Ruf Stauffonborgs'.
Thomas Verlag, Zurich, 1947 (287 peogos).

The book purports to givo an account of tho author's
oxXperionce as a Gormon officer with Russian voluntcors during
tho last war, Its maoin theosis is that tho Russian voluntoor
movemont was thought by Stauffonborg to be a complomontary
movement to his own Gorman conspiracy. I% is full of sympathy
towards tho Russian pecoplo, spoaks higlkly of tho moralo of tho
of ficors and mon who sorvod in tho voluntoor dotachmonts and
who woro consciously collaborating with thoso Gorman officor s
who intonded to overthrow Hitlcr and National Socialism, ro-
ostablish tho dignity of man and como to a brothorly undor-
standing with tho Wost. It is most uncomplimentary to
Vlasov and to Strik-Strikfoldt who aro roprosontod as supor-
ficial intriguors who corruptod and misusod tho idoalism of
the Russian voluntoors who woro originally in tho sorvico of
tho groat Stauffonborg plan. Tho roal lcadors of tho voluntoors
and thoir roal friords wore, according to Michol, Gonocrals
Holmich and K#string. All that is highly fanciful., Thoro is
no ovidence of Stauffenborg'!s interest in the Vlasov Movo-
mont, One source who triod to ostablish contacts with a
Gorman undorground arganisation which provod to bo part of
Stauffonborg's conspiracy (on the social domocrat circuit),
roports that no sympathy was found for this Movomont, or
anything which might hampor tho victorious march of tho
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Rod Army., Tho author cen hardly spoak Russian

himself. Ho was actually undor tho command of Hollmich

and K8string and handlod tho administration of Russian
voluntoors in Franco. Theo ook rofleocts tho rivalry

which oxistod botwoon K8string and Strik-Strikfeldt.

Tho lattor sponsored tho concentration of all Russian

forcos undor Vlasov!s command, so that they could

bo used as a national Russian army in ordor to start tho
snow-ball anti~-Comrmnist movomont in Russia, whilo

Hollmich and K¥string wantod to uso them undor tho command
of the Hoor for any purposos with which the Gonorals woro

in sympathys. Tho book has beoon sharply reviowed in

"Christ und Wolt". KbBstring, according to Strik-Strikfoldt,
had dissociatod himsolf with tho author. Yot whon road with
caution, tho book gives an intorosting picturo of tho
oxtromoly complicatod intriguo which was going on in tho
Gorman camp around tho onormous and unusod opportunitios
which tho Vlasoy Movomont preosontod to thom,

8., Eugon Gagarin "Dio Ruckkehr dos Kornotts. Frzahlung
Franz Ehronwlirth Vorlag, Mlinchen, 1948,

This work of fiction of mediocro litorary
value givos a much moro adoquato and truo to lifo picturo
of tho mentality of a forrmr Russian Whito Guard officer
who joincd tho Gorman Army as an intorprotor than all tho
protentious allogodly documontary work of Michol. Gagarin
(not a Princo) bocamc an emigro at a relativoly lato dato
and had amplo opportunitios of studying Soviot Russiae
His account of tho oxporioncos of a Russian in German
uniform is basod on gonuine and dotailcd information and
is oan accurato oxprossion of tho foelings and tho situation
in which such pooplo found thomsclves by ono who survivod
this oxporionco.

O, "Christ und Wolt" Stuttgart

This wookly, publishod by what can bo describod
as a High Church Luthoran group, oftcn gives excollont
information about tho Soviet Union and Eastorn affairs in
goneral. In Novorbor/ Docombor, 1949, threo articlos on
tho Vlasov Movomont appoarod which areo boliovod to bo
rcliablo and well-informed,

10, Vory considorablo matorial is containod in tho
full account of tho Nflromborg Trial (Bluo odition). Tho
indicos aro howover not much holp in identifying tho
passagos in tho procoodings and in tho documents which
boar on tho Vlasov Movomonts Tho only mothod sooms to bo
to plough through all tho volumos. Tho sams mothod sooms
to bo Ppllod by Boris Dvinov of tho "Sotsialisticheskiy
Vestnik" (Seo 2).

In English

11. Considorablo matorial on tho Vlasov ' Movomont

is containod in tho Digost issuod daily by tho Monitoring
Sorvico of tho BeB.C. (tho part decaling with Gorman propa-
ganda in Russian). Thoso roports aro far from comploto

and not always accurato, In viow, howovor, of tho difficulty
of obtaining Vlasov propaganda matorial during tho war, tho
Monitoring Digost can bo usod as a socondary sourcoe
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GLOSSARY

Bgﬁsian English

(Russkoc Osvoboditelnoe Russian Liberation
Dvizhenie) Movemsnt

Under this name is known the whole of the anti-
Communist movement which developed in German-occupied
Burope in the last war. 1t did not comprise the
political organisations of the old emigration, nor

the Russian Natinsnal Socialist Party, nor the N.T.S.

It was the political force behind the Russian volunteers
serving with the Gorman army known as

(Russkaya Osvoboditelnaya  Russian Liberation
Armia) Army

Thoso wero the so-called Vlasowfgi who were under tho
administrative command first of Gonoral Hellmich and
lator of Gonoral K8string. The two divisicns which
were formed in 1944/45 and stood diroctly under tho
commarnd of Gonoral Vlasov wero also commonly known

as ROA and should not bo confusod with the widor moaning
of the torm,

(Komit ot Osvobozhdonia Committoo for tho
Narodov Rossii) Liboration of tho
Pooplos of Russia,

This was the official namo of Vlasov!s organisation which
Was proporly constitutod aftor hils agroomont with

Himmlor and camo into tho opon at the Praguo Congross
(Noveldth,1944), Thc featurc NR at tho ond is
significant. Tho Committoo was not a Russian Committoo

of Liboration, but protonded to unito tho offorts of all
the nationalitlos of Russia. This socms to havo beon

tho first bono of contontion botwoon Vlasov and Himmlor,
Himmlecr following tho Rosenborg tradition did not want

to soo tho nationality movomonts undor Vlasov'!s command,

Vliasov's claim to hoad tho liboration movomonts of all
tho pcoplern of Russia camo as a surprisc to meny Germans
prcsont at the Praguo Congross (Karl Michal)., The i
significant difforonco botwoen "Russian'" and "tho
Pcopled of Russia" in tho titles of prosont-day
organisations is somcwhat differont. Thoso who stylo
thomsolves a Movemont of tho Pooples of Russia accopt
the principle of fodoration and considor tho nationality
quostion alrcady solved insidc tho Soviet Union. Tho
position of thoso who stylo thomsolvos fightcrs for tho
future of Russia (for instanco, tho Union for tho
Strugglo for tho Froodom of Russia of Molgounoff) is
loss d¢finitc on this point.

ATsODNR (fktivistski Tsontr Osvobodi- Contro of Action
tolnovo Dvizheniya Narodov Rosii)of tho Liberation
Movement of tho
Pooplos of Russia

This was to bo & contrc to co-ardinato tho offorts of
tho organisations which intondod to carry on thc work
of ROD on a ncw basis and was formod in 1947. It was to
unito tho

/(a) SVOD
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(a) SVOD (Soyuz Voinov Osvobozhditelnovo Union of Combatants
Dvizheniya) of the Liberation
Movement

This was to be a union of former comrades in arms
pursuing the aim of mutual assistance and contact.

(b) SAF (Soyuz Andreycvskovo Flaga) The Union of St
Andrewi's Flage

This was to bo a para-military organisation keceping a
check on tho officers! cadres with a view to rapid
mobilisation in casc of nood. As reportod in the toxt
SLF 1s now dividod aftor a group of formor Vlasov
officors rofusod to submit to the rulo of Gecnoral
Glazenap. This group was known in March 1950 as the
Dclovaya Oppositsia (Working Opposition).

(c) VSMNR (Voovoi Soyuz Molodozhi Fighting Union of
Narodov Rossii) the ¥outh of the
Pooples of Russia
In May 1948 the VSMNR group was rcenamod

SBONR (Soyuz Borby za Osvobozhdoniya Union for the
Narodov Rossii) Strugglo for tho
Liboration of tho
Pcoplos of Russia.

Tho orgonisation i1s d oscribod in tho report in somo
detail. Noithor SAF nor SBONR ar¢ now under the control
QIR NGRS

NTS (Natsionalni Trudovoil National Labour
Soyuz) Union

This is the namo of tho movomont othorwise known as
the "Solidarists', Thoir programmo has boon rovisod
aftcr tho ond of tho war ard their activitios aro
concontratod around the oditorial of thc wookly
TPOSSEV",

Lcaguo The organisation’ which is roforrod to as "Tho

Loaguo" is the"Lecaguo for the strugglc for Popular Froodom'
(Liga Borby za narodnuyu Svobodu) called into boing in

tho U.S. in Mairch 1949. Its paper is "Gryadushchoyo Rossia®
(Coming Russia) oditod by Koronsky.




APPENDIX III (containing details of
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JPPENDIX 1V

The full text of the "Smolensk programmce" or "Vlasov's 13 Points" is
as follows: (quoted fraa F.0.R.D. paper on the Vlesov mevement USSR/53/1.9
of July, 1949).

(1) Abolition of Ferced Labour and guarantce to the worker of a genuine
right to choose employment conducive to his material yell-being.

(2) ALbolition of Collective Farms and an organisod transfer of land to
private pecasant ownership.

The restoratien of trade and domestic handicraft industry, and the
creation of oppartunities for private initiative to varticipatc in the
economic life of the country.

The creation of opportunities for the intelligentsia to work freely
for the good of their country.

4 guarantec of social justice and protection of the workers from any
kind of exploitation,

The introduction for the worker of a genuine right to education, rest
and old age nensions.

Lnnihilation of the regime of terror and violence, the introduction of
genuine freedom of religion, conscience, speech, association, and the
press. L guarantec of' the inviolability of perscn and proverty.

4 puarantce of naticnal freedom.

Relecase of all political prisoners of Bolshcvism, and the return from
prisons and labour-camps to their home cowmtrics of «ll those who have
suffered rcpression for their opposition to the Bolsheviks.

The restoration at state expense of all tovms and villages ruined in the
course of thec war.

The resto.oation of state~ovmed factorics destroyed during the war.

Refusal to make the payments laid down in the one~sided agrecmont

concluded by Stalin with the /nglo-imerican capitalists.

(NOTE: The inclusion of this point recquires some exwlanation. ALt the
time when cthe "proogramme! was being dravm up, the German radio
gave wide publicity to a report that in the north of Noxwey had
been found a wrecked Soviet planc, containing the body of a
Sovict diplomatic courier. On the body was fowmd the original
copy of a secret agreecment, whercby Stalin had sucrendered to
the Americans in exchange for military aid all the Baku oil,
bases at Murmansk ctc. ... Naturally this report did not contain
a grain of t~uth, but it made a great impression at the time).

(13) Guarantec to war victims and tneir families of a subsistence minimume

The foliowing extract from the Praguc Manifesto (14th Novenber, 194&),
published by SBONR as a supplement to "Borba" No.15, contains a list of 14
Points which reflect the Smolensk Programme. The order is changed and Point
Noe«2. is new; but otherwise the Smolensk prograime and the Praguc Manifesto
arc substantially thc samece.

"..eeo.In consequence, the rcprescntatives of the Peoples of Russia, fully
realising their responsibilitics before their Peoples, before history and
posterity, with the object of organising thc comaon struggle against Bolshcvism,
have formecd the Committec for the Liberation of the Peoples of Russia.

The objective of the Cormittee for the Lihoeration of the Pcoples of Russia

a). The overthrow of the Stalinist tyranny, the liberation of the Peoples
/of Russia from the
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of Russia from the Bolshckik system and the restoration to the
Pcoples of Russia of the rights which they won in the popular
rcevolution of 1917.

b)s To ¢nd the war and concludc an honourable veace with Germany.

c)e The creation of a new free popular State without the Bolsheviks
and cxploiters.

The Cormittec puts the follewing main principles as the basis of the
new Poople's State:

(1) The equelity of nll the Pcoples cf Russia and their genuino right to
national dovelopment, self determination and statc independence.

(2) ' The foundationn of & natiomal labour regime in which all the interests
of the state are subordinated to the tasks of raising the welfare and
fostering the wprogruss of the natioen.

The preservation of peace and the establishmont of friendly rcelations
with all coamtrics and the universal developnent of intermational
collaboration.

Brood statu mecasurces for strungthoning the family and merriesge. Genuine
cquality of rights for women.

The ebolition of Forced Labour and the guarantce to all viorkers of a
genuine right to choosc employment conducive to their material vell-being,
the establiskment of payment for all kinds of work in proportions which
guarintee the cultural. level of lifee.

The abolition of Coliective Farms and the f rce transfer of land to
private pecasant owncership. The frceedom of the forms of holding earncd
by labour. The frce exploitation of the vroducts of private labour, the
abeolition of emforced deliverics and the annulbient of obligations to
the Soviet authorities.

The estoblishment of the inviolability of wersonal vroperty earned by
labour. <Yhe restoration of trade, domestic handicraft industry and the
creation of opportunitics for privatc initiative ceeeeees

sseses {0 Darticivatc in the domestic life of the cuuatry.

The crcation of ovportunitics for the Intelligentsia to work frecly for
the goot of their country.

The suarantee of social justice andt nrotectiion of the workers from all
exploitaticn, regardless of their origin and past 2ctivity.

The introductinn for 21l withcut cxceontion of the genuine right to free
ctucation, medical assistence, regt and old age nensions.

fmihilation of the regime of terrcr and violerco. The abolition of
violent removals ond masgs cxiles. The introduction of genuine freedom

of r¢ligion, conscicnce, speech, associastion and the hress. The guarantce
of the inviolability of wmerson, property and domicile. The cquality of
211 before the Imw, the indencndence and public proccedings of the Courts.

The liberetion of the political prisoners of Bolshevism and the return
from prisons and labour camus to thoir homes of all thosc who were sub-
Jected to repression for their struggle agninst Bolshevisize No revenge
and wersccution for these who break off the strugslo for Svalin and
Bolshevism, rcgordless of whethor they conducted the strugegle from con-
viction or compulsicn.

The restoration of state-owmed property, destroyed in the coursc of the
viar - towns, villagos, and state-owned works and factorics.

State insurance of War invalids and their familics.
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THE MOTIVES EEHIND THE
FORMATION OF THE VLASOV  MOVEMENT

We have seen that the Vlasou+v movement developed in circumstances
in which all the odds were against it. At the beginning it was the
resistance of the all-powerful Rosenberg organisation and the strong
prejudice which Hitler felt against any such attempts as a Russian
National anti-Communist Army, that hampered its development. It is
only due to such men as Strik-Strikfeldt and his officer friends who
did not husiteto use conspiracy, subterfuge and completely insincere
expediency arguments that the nucleus of the movement was saved from
disaster and a radical purge in 1943, When at last in 1944, after the
Himmler agreement, the movement was allowed to come into the open, the
odds were even greaters On the one hand, it was the duplicity of the
new protector of the movement, Himmder, and the SS officers who were
attached to it, which prevented its development; on the other hand
it was the catastrophic turn which events took for the German Reich.
This is why the history of the movement reads like a series of attempts
at great things which petered out into relatively unimportant actions.
Those Germans who had an open mind on the Eastern problem soon under-
stood the magnitude of the opportunities they had misscds Typical of
this belated understanding is the rcport of Brﬁutigam, of tha Sccond
Department of the Ostmiristerium, published in the documents of the
Nﬁrenberg Trial. The success of Vlasov't propaganda among prisonsrs
of war and the population of the occupied territories showed him and
others that the idea of using millions of prisoners of war, after sub-
mitting them to a short re-education course, in the fight against a
defeated Red Army might have led to a snowball effect, which would have
made the defeat of the Soviet Government inevitable and its control of
the Red Army impossible. The Red Army Generals and officers who rallied
round Vlas cv. were a fairly representative cross-section of the Red
Army and the prisoners of 1944/42 represented a large part of the Axmy
itself; yet they werc all rcady to fight against the side which they
had served to the best of their abilities only a few weeks before.

In the case of the high ranking officers,this readiness was not because
they wished to save their lives. They were kept in relatively tolerable
conditions and they had every reason to believe that they would survive
in this situation until the end of the war, Besides,  many of them
had proved courageous men who were ready and accustomed to endure great
pcrsonal hardships for a cause to which they were attacheds Nor were
they won by bribery and adulations Vlascv, Trukhin and Malyshkin
understood clearly the fluctuating position which their friend Strik-
Strikfeldt had to try to keep steady. Vlagev "himsclf was in no
sympathy with National Socialist ideology, nor did he believe in a
final victory of Nazi Gexrmany. Having beaten the Germans on the
approaches to Moscow, he could have no faith &n the invinecibility of
the Getman Army. His outlook on world affairs (due to his stay in
China in 1932/39) must havc made clear to him the magnitude of the
task which Hitler had undertaken and by the autumn of 1942, when hec
pledged his collaboration to Strik-—Strikfleldt, hc¢ could not have believed
he was joining the winning side. Ambition certainly was a detexmining
factor in his behaviour, as it might also have been in that of many of
his associates. But the course of action which he chose just as often
wounded his pride and humiliated his ambition as it gratified them,
He was fully conscious of being considered a traitor, a Quisling and a
man who had sold his honours This was brought home to him not only
by the abuse of Sovict propaganda, but directly by some Russian emigrés
of the old emigration and by the contemptuous treatment he reccived
from Nazi officials. What was it then that moved him to accept the
course of action he did and to enter into asi?ciation with Strik-Strikfeldt
and his
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and his friends?

Service in a responsible position in the Soviet Union requires an
enormous effort in controlling one's feelings and thoughts. A man in
such a position has no place where he can discuss openly any emotional
or intellectual reaction which may arise spontaneously from observation
of the facts around him, Should he do so he would soon become knovmn
as a waverer, an unreliable clement, and a person who cannot be trusted
to carry out the decisions of the "Government and Party". This ability
to conceal one's spontaneous reactions is highly characteristic of the
behaviour of the ambitious and successful Soviet officer or official,
Astonishment, spontaneous indignation, even spontancous interest, have
to be controlled under the m&sk of the unperturbed and determined bchaviour
which can not be shaken by any factual or verbal argument proving it to
be wrong or stupid. "Stoikost (tenacity)" is one of the main virtues
required of the Soviet man and espeaielly of one in a responsible position,
Tenacity can be demonstrated only by skilful concealment both of the spon-
taneous reactions of normal human feelings and the activity of a natural
intellect, Weaker minds and characters succomb to this treatment to the
extent that normmal reactions become rudimentary and leave no permament
trace in the memory of the subject. Such people become complete automata.
The stronger the personality, however, the more powerful and organised will
be ihe mass of concealed (if not "inhibited") reactions. Under Western
conditions almost every reaction of importance finds expression in verbal
forme. People, even when controlledin public, look up a friend or confide
to thecir family what they have experienced and "what they think of it".
Even when this is not possible, people formulate their reactions in silent
monologue with themselves, To a very considerable degrce all this is
impossible in the Soviet Union. Source has the impression that even
monologucs with oneself are confined to those who do not sedl. a leading
position in public life. For one who is in a responsible position,
thoughts on public affairs must follow the forms prescribcd by the
Party, One has to be trained even at moments when one is left to
oneself, It might be of interest to remember that an American journalist
whc met General Vlascv in 1941 was impresscd by his muttering the whole
time to himself '"we must beat the Pasciast invader', In orde. to give a
fair chancec of cscape to such concealed impressions, reactions, impulses
and thoughts, a situation must be brought about where the effort to con-
ceal loses its importance in such vital matters as the preservation of a
man's lifec or the fulfilment of his peérsonal ambitions.

The Soviet Generals who were taken prisoner in the first phese of
the war found themselves, often for the first time in their lives, in a
situation where there was no need to conceal or control their reactions.
Their versonal carcers were finished, the world in which they had lived
was being engulfed in a gigantic cataclysm and they were free to look
back cn their lives in the way the spirit of a dead man looks back on
his carthly existence in a "what happened after death" modern play.
More than that: they could converse with cach other and comparc their
reactions, which they would never have dared and never even thought of
cominunicating to each other in what had becn their normal life in the
U. S Se Re To their surprisc these reactions were very much the samc,
in spite of the differences of descent, education, career and general
outlook, They all were difficult to express or explain to anybody
who had not had a long cxpericnce of Soviet life. But between themsclves
these men understood each other with extreme ease. If we try an approxi-
mation of what these people told each other it might be something of this
kind.

"We have always accepted by our behaviour the legend of a happy and
frec life of the Soviet peoplc. In fact, we knew that this was not truc.
We 2ll knew that the standard of living of the mass of people is extremecly
low; that the sufferings of the peasant class during collectivisation
have becn immeasurable and many of our relatives have perished in the
process of "breaking the kulaks'. These sufferings were and are imposcd
on the Russian people for the sake of establishing a social order in the
future, the value of which and the possibility of which we never had an
opportunity to discuss and which we were forced to take for granted if

/we wanted to
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we wanted to advance in life.and tske part in the administrative machine
which runs the country. In fact there is no proof that the sacrifices
made by the people and the hardships endured are either necessary to bring
about a communist society or are sufficient to achieve such an aim. None
of us would ever be allowed to recommend a measure or =z line of policy,
arguing that that may be thc best and cheapest way to achieve the vaguely
formulated ideal. The only thing which mattered in our life was to prove
our efficiency and our faithfulness to the government. 411 our contacts
in Soviet high places proved to us that the govermment was intercsted in
the welfare of the people, the progress of social conditions znd the
efficiency of the services, only in so far as it meant a strengthening of
their powers Any measure which would weaken or jeopardise the grip of
the govermment over the country, however great a value it might represent
to the people, was considered treason and was punished as a deviation and
a crimc. In particular, the government was rcady to sacrifice the efficien-
cy of the army by a purge which involved the elimination and death of a
number of officers many times greater than that of any possible group of con-
spirators, In this they made a mistaken calculation because they were not
given sufficient time to build up an officers' corps adequate to thz task of
warding off German aggression. So that in fact the questioan "“what arc the
people suffering for?" (Za chto stradact narod?) must be answeredi: "in
order to ensure that Stalin and his clique remain in power." Thcre was
no amount of suffering, degradation and frustration which the ruling
clique would not inflict on the people for the sake of securing and safe-
guarding their present position, This is why only two attitudes are
possible towards them. Either the onec which the Generals adopted before
the collapse which was "I have served you honestly and well and do not ask
you for your titles to order me about", or the one of uncompromising enmity
which could be expressed in the words "however near your conception of what
you want to do with Russia may be to my desircs and my aspirs*ions, you must
g0 because you will betrsy every ideal on the basis of which an honest go-
opcration might be established, the moment you think that securing it will
mean weakening or eclipse of your power'.

This, according to source, was what the talk of uncompromising rejec-
tion of the Soviet regime means in the language of Vlas ov, his collaborators
and his presentday successors. The Generals were surprised to find that
this outbrcak of protest and hatred against the regime, which had been so
long suppressed, was common to them all. They understood each other alm@st
without words. Their understanding was not based on any idcological
affinitys. Malyshkin was a man with a friendly, Christian outlook on the
world. Vlascvy had deep philosophical interests, could spend nights in
succession in philosophical discussion, wanted to see Berdysev and finally
landed in the hands of a muddle-headed Viennese idealist philosopher.
Trukhin was an atheist, an ascetic type. Zhilenkov was a product of
Party cducation and Party career, But they were genuinely at one in
their attitude to the Soviet Government.

When source realised the nature of this opposition to the Soviet
regime on the part of the Generals, he wondercd whether it could be statcd
that practically any Soviet General, high official or officer, who found
himself in the position of Vlasov, would have done the sames He put the
question to Strik-Strikfecldt, who looked at him with his candid pastoral
look and asked: "Do you want to know whether the British can find a
VlasCv? ' He told him that that was not gquite what he mcant, and explaincd
the general bearing of the question, Strik-Strikfeldt's answer was: "TFrom
a purcly subjective point of view, you arc¢ right, Vlasov himsclf used to
say that if he had not actcd as he did, any other normal Soviet General
would have done so in his places He was also sure that in given circum-
stances such men as Rokossovsky or Vatutin would have done so, but" Strik-
Strikfeldt went on, "from the point of view of the success of the movement
VlasOV was of exceptional value. His name was widely known and his repu-
tation was established inside Russia, People trusted him because he was
onc whose opposition to the régime had the same basis as their ovm, There
was no need for him to prove that he was not a foreign agent or an encmy
of the Soviect régime, because it stood in the way of the restitution of his
rights and privileges. In spite of a fairly comfortabtle career hc had
suffered that humiliation of his human dignity whi;h, if it is allowed to

risc and
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rise and become vocal, will dominate the political conviction of an enormous
majority of Soviet people."

The real moving force behind Vlasov.'s action and the basis of the co-
hesion which existed, and still exists between him and his followcrs were
tho rclecased feelings of opposition and repressed thoughts in the mind of
every Soviet citizen living under the Communist régime. These come out in
the open as soon as the pressure under which these people live is rcmoved by
force of circumstances. The latter point is of some importanccs Pecople
who belong to the Vlasov Movement will often hint in conversation in a
‘morc or less vague manner at certain anti-Soviet activities which they were
carrying out in the Soviet Union. It has already been reported that
Vla=ov himself claimed to have belonged to an opposition Officer's Group
"The Union of Russian Officers', This statement was not fully believed
by source's informant whosec admiration and devotion to Vlasov is great.
Source has no doubt that in all these stories a certain procecss takes place
of creating an articulate opposition in the past on the basis of the present
articulate opposition, The latent hatred of the régime was certainly there
and signs of it might have easily been detected by those who felt it in their
surroundings. It is easy when the hatred has become articulate, to present
the earlier stage of inarticulate feeling as an active and conscious revolu-
tionary action of which there might have been,in the majority of cases, no
trace in reality. The mcre fact that a Soviet officer in a high. position
will show a completely loyal and even enthusiastic attitude to the régime
should under no circumstances allow us to believe that, provided the situa-
tion changes radically, he will not display exactly thec same attitude to
the Soviet régime as did Vlasov and his collaborators. Surely a man like
General Kvashnin must have had in his mind all the elcments, feelings and
thoughts which brought about his decision to flee from the Soviet Union at
a time when he was carrying out in the most rigid way the policsy dictated
by the Government during Lis stay in Berlin, It would only have necded the
developing powers of a Strik-Strikfeldt to bring out these feelings and
thoughts in such a way that it might have saved the lives of Kvashnin and
his family and done a considerable service to the Western causes On the
other hand, had Vlasov: been successful during the Second Shock Army operation
he would have probably been promoted a Marshal of the Soviet Union and his
opposition to the régime might never have become articulate. Most Soviet
people are clearly conscious of this circumstance. Pozdniakov told source
of his experience of a Sovigt Army girl who was taken prisoner and brought
to him for interrogation. Dejected and depressed, she stood before him
obviously believing that he had the power of life and death over her, He
told her the usual story of her having bcen misled by communist propaganda
and asked her to join the Vlasov propagandist schools She looked at him
fiercely and said: "You know, Colonel, who you are? You arc a traitor,"
By that time Pozdniakov knew the type and immediatcly recognised in her a
potentially excellent anti-Soviet propagandist - which is what she actually
became, Soviet people who have turmncd anti-communist duc to changed cir-
cumstances know very well that the switch-over to anti-communist articulate
thinking can hardly occur as a result of the spontanecous activity of the
subjccts They understand this and take it into considerations The process
is, however, irreversibles Pcople who have gone through thec change from
latent to articulate anti-communism do not easily fall back into the form
which preceded this changc. The Soviet govermment is clearly awarce of this
and no amount of loyalty declarations on the part of these pecoplec would dupe
the State Police authorities. It is truethat therc was a certain amount
of communist infiltration in the Vlasov movement itself, But there is no
doubt that the Police files, the photostatic copies of which source received
from Washington, in which 2Zhilexkov is accused of working for Moscow and
. other members of the group of Generals are similarly suspccted,are Just
* police informers' nonsenses There were, however, cases of communist
activity inside the Vlasov movement of which the ocase of Bushmanov is the
most spectacular (See Nikolaevsky). But these peoplec were either Soviet
spies sent to carry out diversion work, like Kapustin, and thercforc had
never undergone the changec of heart to which source has referred, or else
they were sent with such hatred of the Germans caused by their experience
of German atrocities in Russia and among the Ostarbeiter, that they decided
to link up with the commnists in order to bring down the Reich. All this
docs not mean, howevever, that the period of repression of all thought and

/feeling in the
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feeling in the Sovict Union leaves no trace on the mentality of an anti-
Communist Soviet man. What remains is a feeling of intense fear in the facc
of the Soviets. When source asked Strik-Strilfeldt's opinion of Vlasov's
courage, he said that he was surprissd by the courage of the men in face of
the Germans. He would have died courageously if hanged by the Germans or
the Westerm Alliss, but Vlasov was profloundly conscioéus of the continuous
pressure of fear of the NKVD. This attitude becamc manifest at the mcment
of the surrender. When Vlasov officecrs driving westwards to surrcendcer to the
Americans were overtaken and stopped by Rod Army men, they would net make
use of their arms, but would follow meckly and start ncgotiations and hope
for deliverance by the Allies. Only in the ficld wero they ready to fight.
They remained soldiers and werc not revolutionary conspirators. It wculd
necd a carcful selection to choose cgents among them who would go back to
Russia for subversive revolutionary activity.

lc have seen that the basis B8f the understanding between Vlasov and
his supporters was originally negative: the hatred of the Stalin regime
and thc determination to work for its overthrows In order to achicve
cffeetive cooperation of the widest circles of the Soviet citizens of yoster-
day there was no nced for an claborate programne for the future of national
Russia. The thirteen points of the Smolcnsk vrogramme rceflect this situation.
They are a kind of "set the pecople free" programme, no directed labour, no
colloctive farms, freec trade 2nd frce work for artisans, independence of
intellectual work from rate control, social welfare and the protection of
labour, abolition of terror, frcedom of recligion, conscicnce, specch,
matings and press, liberation of all political prisoners, in a word - a kind
of welfare statc. Tnis waz all that was hecessary to rally the masses round
Vlasove No mention of naticnal sovercignty was made, probably in order °
not to provoke unfayourable reaction from the Rosenberg cliqur The refusal
to make any payments "on account of the cxtortionate obligations into
which Stalin had entered with the Anglo- Aierican capitalists' could be
interprcted as a denunciation of the Lend-Lecase agrecments and was also
introduced to placate German propagandists. As time went on the need was
felt for a more defined and positive programse. The Vlasovites looked round
for what preparatory work had been done for such a programme by the old
Russian emigration. The belief that the 0ld emigration was doing work of
considerable political importenceé is widespread in Russia, and the real
situation was a sober lesscn for many of the Mew emigrants. Contacts between
the old emigres and the Vlasov movement were strongly discouraged by the
Germans. The German-sponsored Russian emigre organisations were selecticd
from the extreme-right groups of ultra-monarchists and froa admirers of the
National Socialist order. In Germany the emigration wes ruled with a rcd
of iron by Biskupsky, who had becen a personal friend of Hitler since the
days of the Munich Putsch in 1922. ToBiskupsky ond men like him, Vlasov was
merely a kind of Bolshevik, not much better than the rest. To Vlasov the
subscrvient pro~Nazi attitudec of thesc groups was intolerable. In particular
anti-semitic propagonda, coloured by scmi-official statcments from Zhilenkov
and others, was never included in the official or programme pronounccicntse
The Nazis on their side understood thot the walue of the Vlascv movement
as a @isrupting force would bc raduccd to nothing if he came out with the
the extrcme reactionary views of a Biskupsky or a Markov Vtoroi, despitc the
sympathy they felt for these pcople. Source met in Germany cmigres vho verc
working for the Nazis on thc lines of Zhercbkov and Biskupsky. Their attitude
to the Soviet people is still thot they consist of 99% scoundrels and 1%
saints. Only a war, in which all the military means of exterminaticn, including
the A-bomb should be used, can put this sore on the body of humanity under
control. Now that the task of fighting Bolshevism falls to the Anglo-Amcricans,
they should go to war as soon as possiblc and cstablish in Russia a cegime
under the supcrvision of a Control Comanission with strong military support,
which would re-educatc one or two generations of Russions and reduce the pcr-
centage of scoundrels. Meeting this kind of ideology gave a severe shock
to Vlasov and his associates. The manner in which they were addresscd by
these people was profoundly objectionehle to them. Even when in 1944 enthu-
siastic letters of susport, including large cheques for the work of KONR were
received, Malyshkin felt indignant at being addressed as "Excellency". As
an extreme compliment Vlasov once said to Orlov: "Although you are¢ an emigre,
rcally by your mentality you belong to us. You have becen under Scviet rulc
for a few months in Riga and you know what it is like." There was, howcver,
a group in the cmigration which wasg playing an important role among the
/younger generaticona
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younger generation. This was the NTIS, which developed out of tho "National
Union of Youth of tho New Generation". Their history goes back to the
Legitimist Group called Mladorossy. In the lato twontics they producod a
slogan " 4 Soviot State with a Tsar'. They urged tho youngor generation to
study carcfully and without prejudice the development of Soviet institutions
and give up all plens of personal cconomic restoration. At the same time
they were streng nationalists and supporters of a Monarchist regime. The
National Union of Youth droppod the Legitimist principle in its rigid form,
but maintainedthe demend for a close study of Soviet institutions, for active
revolutionary work inside Russia and for a streng nationalist trend. Its
ideelogy in the thirtics was affected by various factors: the Eurasian theory,
ideas of a corporative state as developed by Othmar Spann, adniratiin for

the success of Nazi propaganda, the writings of the brothers Soloncvich who

had just flod from the Soviet Union and started a violent anti-comaunist
campaign, the ideology of the rcmnants of the Whitc Armics as roproscnted
by the ROVS and the Gallipoliytsy, ctce The NTS worked mainly amnong Russian
cmigre youth in thoir teens, crganiscd scouts and study groups m cconcmic
and political questions and claborated a programme which thoy gubimitted to
the Germans as the draft of a future consiitution of Russias They were to

a certain extent tolerated by the Germans. Youths from their ranks were
enrolled in the German cumy and the SS as interpreters for the Ecst. On the
question of their attitude to the Germans NTS was divided as far as sourcec
can rdmember from his time in Proguc (up {0 1939) , but cvery opsortunity to
go to Russia in any capacity was graspod cogerly by the younys men, the nore

so as thc altornative would have been work in war industry inside the Reich.
Through the intermediary of one of thuir members (Tregubov) who was a relativo
of Trukhin, the NIS (National Labcur Union) got in touch with the Vlasov
Movement. In the publicaticns of the NTS more than anywhere c¢lse the ideo-
logists of the Vlasov Movoment found rcady-~made formmulas to express their
vagucly conceived idecas about the future structure of a Naticnil Russian State.
And, withowt doubt, the Solidarist, or NTS, idcology influecnced the propaganda
and the idecological basis of the Vlasov movement considerably. Trukhin him-
self became a mcobor of the NTS: and a number of NTS activists were cuploycd
in the KONR administration. The Prague Manifestc of 14th November, 1944 ro-
produced the 13 points of the Smolonsk programme with the addition of a new
one, point 2, which put as one of the aims of KONR the "establishment of a
nafional labcur regime wnder which all the intcrests of the State would be
subordinated to the task of imwroving the welfare and fostering the progress
of the nation". Thc mention: of the "national labour regimo'™ which is the
product of NTS or Solidarist ideology should hot be taken as an ucceptance

of the Solidarist programmo as a whole by the Vlasov moverment. The main
difference lay in thc tactics by which the overthrow of the ccmunist regine
had to be achicved. The Solidarists claimed to play not only a lcading nart
in the coming national revolution, but practically cxcludcd all cther enti-
communist movements which scemed to them to impede the rcevolutionary werk of
the NTS. Thoy claimed to have educated and produced tho nuclcus of o rcves
lutionary celitc which was to hoad the Russian national revolution and lcad
it towards thc cstablishment of the "National Labcur Regime". This claim

was of coursc not acceptod by KONR. What made the Solidarist programio attrac—
tivo to the Vlasov movement wns the idea of a State which aimed at improving
the welfarc of the masses in Russia and not at an idoological chimecra like the
cstablishment of a camaunist socicty or the achicvemont of World Revelution.
The contaets of ROD with NTS go back to 1943. In 1944 NTS got into trouble
with the Germans and a large number of its mombors vere sent to concentration
camps. It is about that time and pcrhaps not under the pressurc of these cvents,
that Trukhin officially rcsigmed from NTS. Nevertheless Vlasov did not losc
intercst and much was done by thc Vlasov movement to cbtain the rclcaso of
these arrested by the Germanse We shall caue back to the relations between
the Solidarists and the V1asov movoment at a later stagoe

More signifiicant than the ideas borrowed from the scmi-fascist idoology:
‘of NTS, wn8 thc insistence of Vlasov that he was going to bring about the
coapletion of the national Russian revolution of the 23rd February, 1917.
This was a bold statement to make in the face of the Gemans and thc extremely
recactionary part of the Russian caigration which was then in favcucr and to
which the February and October revolutions wvere cqually odicus. The complex
motives which determined Vlasov to write thc February date on his banner must
have becn the following: He was not in sympathy with the restoration of the
political and economic conditions of the Tsarist regimc. He knew that any
suspicion that the ROD might pursuc the aim of economic rostoration, the returm

/of landowners and
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of landowners and factory owners and tho zvo—introduction of class privilceges
would compromise him in the ceyes of the pcople. HMonarchist propaganda might
have a certain success among the lowast strata of the peasants, but would
never be popular emong pecoplc of Vlasov's ovmn typc and the movement would
ccase to appecal to the efficiznt Soviet citizen who takes part in the indus-
trial and adminstrativegpparatus and cn whose ultimate collaboration Vlasowv
relicd in the last instance. Sccondly, the rcvolution of February, 1917 was
clearly a non-class popular uprising which opecned opportumities to all the
frustrated forces of thc Russian pcople. It is the rclecasc of thesc curbed
and frustrated forcos which madc his movoment popular among thosec compatriots
whem ho could rcach and he believced that this would beceme the explosive force
which would overthrow the extremely efficicent mechanism of oppression in Russice
Of caurso the revolution of February, 1917 failed through the vecakness of tho
Provisional Govermment and the usurping of power by the Cammmist Party. The
mistakes of the Provisional Govermmnent should not be repcatcd. Tho frccdom

of the peoplc must bc maintained and protected by the govermment against all
attonpts to usurp it. How this could bec donc without cmtrusting powers to the
government which would makc the freedom of the pecople illusory, vams not clear
either from Vlasov's programmec and statements, or from the ideology of the
Solidarists, or fram that of any other system known to source which has been
put forward by the Russian emigrations, old and ncw.

The slogan calling for the completion of the national revolution of 1917
was popular and was rightly understood by Vlasov's followers. On no account
did it mean a link-up with the policy of the Provisional Govermment, but it
did mean an appcal to direcct political action by the masses, a kind of decentral=

ised popular rcevolutionary action out of which the New Russia would cmergc.
It was based on an act of faith in the ability of the Russians to evoid anarchy
and produce a Government of the People for the Pcople by the People, provided
they had lcarmed the lcsson of October, 1917 and would not allow themselves to
be lurcd into serfdom by a fanatical cligue pursuing aims which were alicn to
their aspirations. This faith was nurtured by a convistion that the idea of
social justice and humon brotherhood is inherent to the Russian soul and thet
this idea is far supcrior to anything rcached in this dircction by the nations
of the West.e With certain present-day idcologists particularidy in the Soli-
darist movement this faith in the "Russion man" assumes Messianic proportions.
The Gonerals and Colonels of the Vlasov movement werc, however, rcalists. They
clearly understood that these admirable Russian qualities, in which they fer-
vently belicved, could not produce an ideal society by themsclves, but nccded
protection and guidancec.

All this goes far to show that the idcology of the Vlasov movement vas
nothing likc a Russian version of German National Socialism and that it was
rooted in and developed out of ccrtain feclings and aspirations which are
very widcely sprcad in all strata of Russian socictye This is what makes the
Vlasov movcment such an important event. In the latter stages of the war
Vlasov and his collaborators clearly saw that tney werc on the verge of disastcers
In a fatalistic way they acccpted it, but sourcc thinks they wviorc right in
saying that even if they porishcd the movoment which they had started would go
on, not as an organiscd political forcc, but as thc start of a change of heart
inside thc Sovict Union, which wrould f'inally bring about the downfall of the
Comunist regime.

As ccoparcd with this most important point, the question of Vlasov's
subscrvience to the Germans, of the scrvices his movement rendered to the
Germans in their war effort, of his compliance with demands of German propa=-
ganda, which havo been much debatod in the Russian and forcign vress, are
mattcrs of minor importancec.e The Nazis, - Hitler, Himmler and Rcsenborg =
were fully aware that full usc of Vlasov as a collaborator could be made only
at the cost of giving up their own plan for roorganising the Eastern Arca.

They understood that if they lct him act, he would soon become a force which
would be, to speak in their jargon, "a subject and not an objcct" in the form-
ation of Russia. They never would agrce to that. They tolcrated his propagznda
bccausc they could be persuaded of its disruptive effect on the fighting
capacity of the Red Lrmy. It is characteristic that defections of Red Army men
to the so-callecd Vlasov detachments (who in fact were Russian voluntcers, not
under control of Vlasov but who were carrying out his propaganda across the
front line) continued until the latest stages of the war. On the other hand,
Russian voluntcer groups werce chcap and cfficient in controlling the occupied
/territorios and in
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territories and in the struggle against the partisans. The main reward or
bribe, which was given to them was the hopo that at scme mement they would
become @ part of the recal Ruussian Army. As previously stated, Vlasov's organ—
igation cannot be held responsible for the excesses cocmmitted by some of thesc
detachments, cspecially in the war against the partisans. And yet there is an
amount of guilty cmscicnce among the formcr participants of the movement

for not having done cnough to stop German atrocitics and excesses during the
war. The draft programmc of the SBONR (Borba 1949, 6-7) and the lctters of
Mecandrov from the POW camp in 1946 refloct these feelings. Two things should
be borme in mind in connection with this question. The Germans with whom
Vlasov was intimately cannectod (such as Strik-Strikfeldt and Aschenbrenner)
were conscious of what was going on, deplored it and went to the furthest
possible limit in the Third Reich to countexact it. They argucd that the
only way to improve the fate of the porulation in the occupied territories
was to increasc the political importance of the movement. This could be done
not by protesting against single atrocitics end acts of cruelbty, but by con-
centrated political action. On the other hand, Soviet Gencrals were¢ trained
in Russia "to mind their own business'"™. They should not be overcriticised
for keeping quiet about German atrocities as long as their opposite numbers

in the Red fLixmy with whom they shared their political and social cducation
were not expected to raise their voices against the cxcesses of the NKVD

and the concentration camps in the Soviet Unione

There remains one question in this connection about which a word should
be said because of the stir it has caused in Russian emigre circles after
Nikolacvsky had published his first (and only) two articles on the Vlasov
movement in the "Noviy Zhournal". This is anti~semitism. The absence of any
anti=semitic statement in the official pronouncements of the movement is
spectacular enough, if one knows the importance attached to anti-semitism by
the Nazis and if one compares the Vlasov programne with the pronowncements
of Quisling groups in other countrics., There is also no doubt that Vlasowv
was put under strong pressurc to'"dissociate" himself from the Jews. The
concession he made, no doubt reluctantly, was to say that Jews were not con—
sidered onc of the peowles of Runsia for whose liberation ROD was fightinjge
There is also cvidence that there was a certain amount of anti-semitic talk
by his collaborators, mainly Zhilenkov, which slipped into the Vlasovite press,
the control of which was not entirely in Vlasov's hands. Therc is certainly
anti-semitic feeling in the Soviet Union and anti-semites joined the Vlasov
movement. There was no way for Vlasov to c;mtrol their statements and it
would be too much to expect from Vlasov instructicnsg or orders forbidding anti-
semitisme Anti-semitic manifestations which certainly occurred during the
period 1942/45 were picked upan by the Russian-Jewish social democrats in
fmerica to show that Vlasov could in no way be considered a democrat and that
he was entirely in the hunds of his German masters. Nothing could be more
wrong. There were hardly any Jews in the movement becausc any Russion prisoncr
suspected of being a Jew was eliminated and killed by the Germans. In the case
of Zykov, however, Vlasov was informed that hc was a Jew and so were the people
in Vlasov's immediate entourage. They varned Zykov to bo extremely carcful and
measures werec taken to prevent any photographs of him appearing in the presse.
The final solution of the "Jewish Question" was left to a time when the move-
ment could become independent of Nazi control and sverything was done not to
prejudicec the movements future attitude towards Jews in the Soviet Union. The
Nazi treatment of Jews in the occupied provinces, in Riga, Slutzk and in the
Ukraine, provoked the strongest indignation, even among thcse Russians who
felt strongly against the Jews and the role played by them in supporting the
communist regime. This indignation was sharcd by Vlasove The touchiness of
fronson and the like on this question is, in source's opinion, a clcar case
showing that the fear of anti-semitism among Jewish intellcctuals can become
Just as strong a prejudice affecting an impartial judgement in political
affairs, as anti-semitism itself. There is no doubt that Vlasov did not add
any fucl to the Nazis' anti-scmitic fire.

An asscssment of the importance and significance of the Vlasov movement
would not be complete without a study of the Soviet rcaction to it. Source
considers that the Soviet Govermment and the NKVD were the only places in the
world which were not surprised by the emergence of the Vlasov movement, and
further that they must have been more prepared for this eventuality than the
German war machine or the protagonists of the Vlasov movement themsclves.

They know too well what systcmatic and untiring cfforts must be spent in order
/to curb and extcrminatc
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to curb and exterminatc any opposition in tho Soviect Union and they must
have had no illusions about the development in thic mentality of the Sovict
pcople who, through the wvicissitudes of war, would find themselves outside
their control. Their task was, however, not casy. Anymropaganda againgst
Vlasov, from which Soviet people could indiroctly lecarn about the cxistence
and aims of the movement , would have been highly detrimental to Sovict
morale. On the other haxid, Vliasov propagenda in the occupied territories
threatened to campranise the formation of a wide-spread partisan movoment
in the rear of the Gexman army and had to be counteracted. Moscow was, on
the whole, astonishingly well informed of vhat was going on in the cccupied
territoriecs and in the POW cemps. The Nlirenberg papers contain a number
of refercnces in which the Nazis express their astonishment at the correct
Anformation contained in the first Molotov Note on German atrocitics.(494.2).
Nevertheless, the Soviet espionage system would not rest in peace until it
knew cvery detail of the organisation of the Vlasov movement. Orders were
given to partisans to collect all possible information about Russian volun-—
tcer detachments in 1942 and Vlasov's visit to the occupicd territorics in
the spring of 1943. Later, Soviet agents woere sent across thc front with
assignments to penetrate the Vlasov movement, to carry on dispuptive propa-
ganda and to organise the assassination of Vlasov, Malyshkin and other members
of the Committece. The assassinations seem to have been considored particu~
larly important by the NKVD. They would demonstrate to the Russians outside
the permanent control of the NKVD the length of its arm and help to maintain
the atmosphere of terror which would prevent the development of articulate
anti-Soviet opposition. Thesc plans ncever succeceded, but murders of volunteer
detachment lcaders did occur from time to time and there is strong evidence
to show that the fArchbishop of Riga, Sergius, was killed by Soviet partisans
and not, as was claimed af'ter the war, by the Germans themselves. The very
conplicated story of this event was told to source by Professor Grirm, but
would occupy too much space to relate in this momorandum). In the leaflets
issued officially by the Red irxmy ch the Vlasov question, in the articles
about Vlasov published in various papers printod for the partisans, there is
hardly any polemic against the Vlasov 13 points, the idcological side of the
Vlasov movement is completely ignored, he is abused as a traitor, Judas,
boot=licker, drunkard and so on, end the point is made that he has sold hinm-
self to the Germans and is sclling Russian blood to theme Grecat emphasis is
placed on the assertion that to serve Vlasov is to scrvc a lost cause. Yct
Soviet propaganda had to explain away the fact that Vlasov had boen the defender -
of Moscow and a much advertiscd figure in the Red Armay. In some of the articles
published in the dartisam press the fact of his hawing commanded the 2nd Shock
Army is not denicd, but it was said thot he had betrayecd it to the Germans.
"fnswer Judas Vlasov, why didn't you return by 'plene to Moscaow as you werc
ordered, and why did you not join the partisans and fight your wzy back to the
Red Army lines?" In April, 1943 prossurc was apnlicd by the
NKVD on the Metropoiitan of Leningrad, Alexis, to issue o patriotic appeal
which was then widely disseminated on tho North Western sector of the fronts
Herc again Professor Grimm might have information about the. way this docuaent
was produced. It contained a large nunber of quotations demonstrating that
patriotism and war secrvice were not contrary to the Christian faith and it
‘then went on to apaeal for help to the partisans. "Carry on, brethren, in
your meritorious struggle for faith, freedom and the honour of the motherland.
Men and women, help with all possible means the partisans in thedr fight againgdt
the cnemy, Jjoin their ranks, show yourselves to be a pcople truly devoted to
God and your motherland, rcady to bring the sacred sacrifice of your life to
your faith and love for your cherished homeland and to approximste through
your self-sacrifice the highest degreec of saintly love whaich the Heavenly
Judge himself has defined." (St.John XV,13). The NKVD task was made easier
by the German treatment of the puopulation in the occupied arcos and the con=
tempt with which they treatod Vlasov and his associates. ¥From the instructions
given to the spy, Kapustin, it is clear, howevcr, that the Soviets ncver
grasped the enormity of the German mistake in the uso they could have made of
the Vlasov movement and believed that much more scope for action was left to
him, than was the fact before the Himmlcr agrecment of 1944. They cixpocted
the Germans to.organisec at lcast something on their own lines with Paulus end
the Froe Germany Committeec.s The most intercsting feature, however, is the
instructions given to Kapustin tocounteract Vlasov propaganda. anong the Vlasov-
controlled groups and the Propaganda School, Thesc show far nore clearly than
the official lecaflets what the NKVD thought of the Vlasov ideology. Keapustin
was supposed to join Vlasov's propaganda denartment and write anti-Stolinist
/articles with a lot
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articles with a lot of bla~bla about Judaco-ccmaunism (tymically cnough the
NKVB obviocusly condidered anti~semitic nropagonds in the Vlasov lincs as a
favourable factor from their peint of view). A&t the same time he weas to pick
out suitable individuals mnong the ROA for disruptive work and to these he

was to put over quite a different stocy: the war had been forccd on Russia

by the Germans who always (cver since the times of flexander Nevsky) covetod
its riches. Tho concentration of Sevict troops on the German fronticr, vrec-
cuding the war, was not thc initial step for carrying out a plan of srocld
domination by the Soviel Governmcnt, but & vrccautionary measurc. It had
always been Russia's aim to get hold of the Black Sea straits, but the Geyrmong
intended to invade Turkey ond take wossession of the Bosuhicrus ond the Dor-
danellcs. To prevent this, troops had to be brought to the fronticrs. The
Russian State was strong and the will of the pcople had breought about the
fulfilment o the sacred desires of the Russian people - opening of churches,
dissolution of the Comintern and the abolition of Commigsars and political
dcpartments in the army. The war had demonstrated the inconsistency of
Commnunism, internationalism a2nd federalisk in Russia. Only the Russien people
resisted, tho other nations werc betrayers tnd aftcr the war thore waild be
only one single indivisible Red Russia. The Camnmist Party vould be dissolved
after the war, h sia would become a People'!s Republic with a People'!s Party,
the President would be indrei Sndreyevich indreyev who "is in no way comprcomiscd"
(Vlasov was knoim among the troops also as indrci .ndreycvich). Waor conditions
did not ollow the dissolution of collective farms, but thcy would be dissolved
after the war, just as the Comintorn was dissolved. Dofucters from the ROA to
the Red Lrmy would be well received. The Red irmy was getting stronger and was
well helved by the Lllics with weapons, equipment and food supplics.  .ill mis-
takes which had been made in the past would he pub right without the "help?

of foreign invaders.

If ono compares the Kapustin instructions with the Vlagov rogramme ane
gets a clear idea of what the NKVD thought of the woints of Vlascov's iropagandae
No attempt was made to counteract it by a rovival of commiinist c¢nthusiasm.
They knew too well that once protest had becemo formulated in the minds of
Sovict pcozle, there was no woy of overconing it by srguaent. The only method
with a prospect of success was to take the wind out of Vlasov's gails by
obviously mondacious propaganda. The principal trump card of this propagonda
wos the existence of a Russian State on the side of the Red fxiy, whereas the
ROL wns rcpresentated as an ormy without a Stote, in fact, in the sarvice of
the German Statec. This again confirms Vlasov's politicol flair for jinsisting
on censtituting his Camittce as a kind of Provisional Russian overnnunt.
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German Mistakes with thq Vlasov kMovemcnt

The Germans assuned that they would find a political vacuum in Russia
where they would be able to cstablish any order ap they thought fit. They
did not make any stetemcnt on *heir intentions concerning Russia and the
policy they were going to nursie therc, firstly, becausc they did not think
such a statement necessary; ©secondly, becausc they fearcd that their real
intentions, if divulged, might be successfully cxploited by Soviect propagandas
This immediately arouscd suspicion. The people werc quite roady to endure
thc hardships wnavoidable in time of war and to accept an cxplanation for
cxcesscs as a pemporary cvil beyond the centrol of the rcespensible authoritics.
The dbscnce of clearly defined war aims, however, sdon helped them discover
all the elements of the Roscenberg Plan, i.c. dismemberment of the realm,
subjugation of the population and c¢ven its reduction by the lowcered standords
of living, famine and decrcase in the birth rate. {n additional source of
the Germons' unpopularity was the widely~advertised troatment of the Russians
as "Untermenschen". 1In spite of the hcavy nressurc of pclice sumcervisicon the
people of the Soviet Union have becn brought up to demand from the administras
tion certain forms of trcatment which do not offend their dignity. No signs
of servility erc demanded from ther; all adulation of persons in high vosi-
tions tokes the ferm of organised spontameous enthusiasm. To shew fear by
adopting a scrvile attitude would amount almost to subversive activity.
Poople are ccrtainly beaten up and torturecd at interrogations by the sccret
police, but this always takes place in privatc and even mention of it in
the open would be a reason for further nolice persccution. The Germans
intrcduced public beatings and the use of the ®hip in public places, which
shocked the population to the cxtrcme. The Gemnans werc themsclves surs
prised by the Russien reacticn to corporal punishment which they said is con=-
sidercd a dishonour and a calamity by pecople who accept the desth venalty
with astonishing cquanimitw. Pcople in the Sovict Union arce accustomed to
being asked by the éfminigtration to cooperate in any mcasurc undertaken by
the Govermment; the Soviet press and radio sparc no cffort to explain the
dircctives of the government and ask for the cooperation of the peuvples The
Germon attitude of "do as you ere told and don't arguo® was absolutely intol=-
erablc to thc Russians. It coinciced in their minds with what they had
lcarned had been the attitude of the squires and capitalists towsrds the
pcople before the revoluticn. As an cxamnle of the monstrous stupidity of
the German attitudc towards the Russians we could teke the order forbidding
the @starbeitcr to visit cincmas. Stage end screcn entertaihment for the
workers is one of the most powerful mcans used by the Sovict regime to main-
tain the morale of thc pcople. To many it has become a psychological neces=
sity and the ban on it was cqual to complete destitution. The sance total
lack of understanding of what was going on in the minds of "libereted
Russions" manifested itsclf in the attitude of the Germans towards the Vlesov
movememt. The Generals who used Russian volunteer troops urged the respon=
sible authorities to make nolitical concessions to the Russians. For a long
time this was, however, deecmed quite umcecessary. Vhy should pcople who
had been oppressed by the NKVD all of a sudden rcquest and even denand
political guarantces of freedom and a better future ? Vere they not satis-
ficd by being liberated and allowod to take »art in the struggle ageinst
the Kremlin in the ranks of thce victoricus German .nxmy? The Germians simply
could not understand that the represscd politicel aspirations, which were
rcleastd as soon as the controls of the NKVD werc remeved, werce more pewerful
than political claims well-formulated and sanctioned by a long traditions
When confrontec by this attitude of the Germans, liberated Russians asked
themselves in dismay "Is it for this that we have been suffering so long?"

In the minds of pny nceople the mmwspect of returning to the Soviet regime weas
a kind of relapsc into the chrysalis, into a state in which, under cover of
an c¢nforced tyrenmny, the inner forces of the nation grew and became stronger
in expecctation of genuinc liberation. Under the German regime, when these
inner forces came out in the open, the atmosphere would freczac them to death.
This was certainly the mocd in which many intellcectuals in the occupied terri-
tories, as well as literate workers, finally decided to give their support tc
the Soviet-organised partisans. This is also the rcason why o German=-organised
anti~Communist movement ncver grew to dimensiena: which would have made it a
major factor in the cvents of the last war. To a certain extent, thc German
mistake can be explainod by the fact that the Nagis did not want the cooperoticn
of the Russians, fcaring that it nicht, at a later date, impede the fulfilment
of their ultimate plans. It remains truc, bhowever, that they were mistaken

/in thinking they




- 12 - 2%¢54 50

in thinking they could achieve cven the first stage of their plan - the
defeat of the Red Army and the Soviet Union « without such cooperatione.

However questionable the above conclusiohs mey appear to some readers,
it should not be difficult to agree on one point. The recactions in the minds
of wide strata of the Soviet population violently withdrawn from the control
of the Coamunist State should be carefully studiced, for such an experiment
had never taken place beforc and will possibly not take place again for a
long time. They reveal an astonishing rcadiness to go over to immcdiate
politicael action and a great capacity to digcriminate betwecn sugrcested lines
of political developiments The problem is whether any development on the sang
lines, the lihcration of the political initiative of the wneople, the pres-
cence of which the events betwoen 1941-1945 havo dencnstrated, can be brought
about by means othcr than an invasion of Soviet~held territory: a circumstance
which might not occur for a very long timc or not occur at all. UL study of
the history and political development of the Soviet people, who undorwent the
great experiment of being liberated from the contrcl of the Conmunist Statce
during the last wer, might throw somc light on thig questione.
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VLASOVTSI and other anti-Communist Russians in
Tho period of The German collapse and Ghe
subsequent déllveries to the Soviet Union.

The event which dc termined the scope, shape and
development of the antl-comawnist groups of the new
emigration was the way in which the surrsnder of the
VLASOV armcd formatlons took placc in Hay, 1945 and. the
ensuing offorts of the Soviet Government to sccure their
repatriation as wecll as that off the Ostarbeiter. gourcoe
does not know of any dectormincd attompt to cstablish
contact with thc Allics on the part of VLASOV and his
ccllaborators up to the very last days of the war, Colonocl
POZDNYAKOV told Sourcc that in 1943 hc mct an Englishman
whose name ho did not know ond who was broadcastiag in
Snglish from Berlin, He got in touch with him and wes tcld
that messages c¢ould be transmitted through him to the
£11ics and thus cstablish contact. He rcpertecd this o
VLASOV, who told him to go shcad with theosc nagetiations on
the understoending that he, VLASOV, did not imow anything
about it. POZDNYAKCV cleims to havc cvidence thot th:
British subjcct in aucstion is now frec in London and that
he would be able to substantiate this story through this
Witnoss. Sourcc did not prcsas for further clariiication asg
POZDNYAXOV had said onough for & circck up end because nothing
camc of thcdc ncgotiations. gourcc also hcard from a
certain IEQHTIEV in Hamburg, o rathcer pathotic ond somi-
demen sed individual, who had boon cditing o Russian papcer
wndcr the Germeng in Libava, that in tho latcst stages of
the Kurland campeign, plans werc wmade for him tc go to
Sweden ond try to comtact the Allics through the intermcdiary
of BERN/DOTTE. Hero agoin the doterioration cil the
military situation prcvontcd any dovclopment on these lincs,
The men who had beon put ot the hcad of the Forelgn Affeirs
Deportment of the KOMR, ZHEREBKOV, was certainly not the
right pecrson to malzc an apprcach to thc Allics. This is
possibly thc very rcason why he was sponsorcd by the S.S.
for this post. In thc lator stasos the VLASOV Divisiona
worc no longer controlled by the Germans, skirmishcs with
the S.3. occurrcd before and afbtecr the fighting on the
approachcs to Praguc, and thc 2nd Division which had bocn
cvacuated from lMenzingen to Scuthorn RBohcemia wasg in o gtato
of disintcgration. So no organiscd surrcndcer took placc,
Only thc air dctachment, wdcr HMALTSEV, numbering ot that
timo somec 7,000 mon, surrondorcd wlth disciplinc, owing to
tho action taken by (encral ASCBENBREMIER, who vias assistod
in his ncgotiations with the Amcricans by Proficsscr OBERLANDER,
who crosscd tho fighting linc scoveral timcg for this
purposc. The situetion wos so confused thot ot onc
point, so Sourcc vas teld, o group of BUNILCHENRKO'S Division
(tho 1lst) vhich prcssed towards Pilscn, was helicved to bo
a Rcd Army detachment by the Amcricans, who protcstcd #tnhat
this was an Infringemont of the demarcaticn linc agrocmont,
Somc of the VLASOV dotachments vicre allovied through the
Asmorican lincs with all their wceapons and cquipmont and vicrce
cnly disarmed at a later date, Whcn asked for guarantcos

/that
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that they would not be handed over, VLLSOVTSLI usually

hcard rcassuring statoments thot as prisoncrs of viar of

the fmericen forccs they would bc uvnder the protee tion

0L UNG USRS, Nobody concerncd scems to have knovwn for

2 long time whot the spccifications of the Yolto agrcement
wcrc wilith rcgord to repatriation, cxcept of coursc the

Sovict authoritics who made & strong, orgeniscd cifort to

gct as many Sovict citizons ag quickly as possible behind

the demarcation linc, In tho casc of the VIL.:SCV dctachmonts
proper, thesc specifications were clecar cnough. my

Sovict citizen who had been on the 1lst Scptember, 1939 on
Soviot territory and had been cnrolled in the German forcces
was to bo delivercd to the Sovicts, It is surprising

cnough how many managed to stay bchind and avoid rcpatriation.
This could ccr tainly not have been donc without the
connivance of scme of the Allicd oificers. VLLSOV TSI filtcred
through out of the camps and oftecn hid as Ogstarbcitcr with
Gecrman poasants. Oth¢ra maneged to chonge their identi ty
and become classificd as old cmigrecs, Ukrainians from

Poland, Polcs, Letviens, Lithuanions or Estonians.

The Generals werc finally all handed over, but officcrs from
the ranl: of Coloncl downwards managed to avold rcepatriation
in a considecrablc numbcr of cases. In 1947, when the donger
of rcpatriaticn by forcc was over, therc ivicrc somc 40

fermer VILASOV Coloncls in the kunich arca alonc, hc
privates of thc army wcrc, on the wholc, rcsigned to geing
back to Russgin and took it with typical fatallst cquanimitys
iafter 211, they can't shoot us 2ll, wo'!ll have to stay in
concentration camps, dbut others have donc so bcfors ust,

and so . Yct there were ugly scencs when the actual hand-
ing over took placc with suicidcs, physical rcsistance and
rmuch violence on many occasions, e fact that the Allics
complicd with thce Sovict demend and rcfuscd to accept the
principle cf protcction of political cxilcs was not cltogether
surprising for thc VLASOVTSI. Per thom it woas confirmation
of the thesis susteinced by Germon prcepagonda thot the Lllics
viere subscervicnt to Stalin, that they preferrcd the mainten=-
ancce of a communist rcgimce in Russia to any national Russian
Statec, that all talk about democracy, the rcstoration of
hunen digity, and so on, was purc propagarnda, There 1is
cvidcence thet some of the " rcpatricted" VLASCVTSI rccovered
from the stumming cffeet of the ceollapse of 1945 after they
had bcen brcought bchind the Soviect lines, and put into

canps thorc, In somc cascs thew brokec out, roamcd the
forests, joincd othor destitute gangs end scmectimes filtcrcd
back into Western CGermanye Thosc who worc takoen to Russia
vicrc sent to concentration coamps for o long torm, (sce
"Borba® 48/49 10.16-1),

Te casc of Sovict citizeng who did not belong to
the German armcd forccs was morc complica ted. The groat
mejority had gonc tc Germany cas Osterboiier. Sonmc nod beon
deported by force; many of them werc in thelr tecns.

Othcrs werc lurcd by falsc promiscs, thce nost usual being
that they would bec allowed to work in their special trades
ond according to thceir qualificaotions, Pinclly, there were
a cortain number of pcoplc who had left of thcir own accord,
cither becausc they hed elways wanted to ascapc from thc
hoted "Sovict paradisc?, or beccausc they werc compromiscd
by collaboraticn with the Gormans, There werc olso a
certain numbcecr of old cmigres from Lastcrn Buropc who had

/fled
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fled before the advancing Red Arny, e majoricy of the

Os tarbeiter, having sacked the worlks and provision stores

in which they were cmployed, moved castiraras for

rcpatriation irmmodiately after libcecration. In cvery lorgo
group thorc werec a fcow cormuwilsts who had becn lccping up

the moralc of thesc Osterbeiltor with storics that after the
victory things in Russia would locl: guitc diffcreat, This
was very riuch on the lincs of KAPUSTIN'S instructiong;
prcviously montioncd. VLiSOV propaganda camc latc to thesc
pconlc who had rcecivecd such trcatment frorm the Gormans thot
collaboreticon, cven on the lincs of an indepondcent KONR
prograrmc, bccanc impossiblc. They werc caught up in the
roar of thc advancing Rad Aramy and weré gencrally clousoly
invostige ted. The oblobodied verc cnrollcd in the Rzd

Army, where they usually scrvod in speeial detachricnts with
partcicularly strict discipinc. The later Ostarbelter

star tod on thoeir journcy castwards, the bettcr onts hoing
uscd to inform on the rcst. Runmours which sprcad with grcat
ropicaity pcrcolatod through about the rcccption such pcoplc
found at homc and furthcr rcpatriation of wavcrcrs bceccamc morc
and morc difficult, But Sovict reopatrintion coumaissions
applied strong prossurc. Tey uscd cvery possible neans,
beginning with adulation and promiscs and finishing with opon
threats of ncrsccution of their familics and the nluimate
threat: "remomber the carth is round, we shall get at you',
The policy of UNRRA, which was rcsponsiblc fcr the
administration of the camps, and of the Allicd authoritlios
docs not socr to hove becn consistent in 211 cascs.

Sourcc has somc written moawvcrial on the deliverics in various
camps which would nocd closcr study; but ot lcast in onc
cesc which took placc in the D.P, camn Kconpten on 12th
Lugust, 1945 most rcvolting scencs must have taken place,
Pcoplc, who by hook or by crook, hod been registored as

hew cmigros", took rcfuge in the church and werc dragzed out
by amcrican soldicrs for dclivery to the Sovicts. Gross
ristelzes had been redc in identification, swaic of which werce
still thrashcd out on the sidings bafcere the train lcft,
Othcr cascs where therc soeri to have beon cxcesscs happencd
in Plattling, Dachau, Bad Eibling and clscwherc, The
situation was not rmuch c¢iffcrent in the British Zonc,

Sourcc knows for cortoin of o case w hero o man who scrved

as a Russian voluntcor in Kurland protestcd that he had

ncver bcon & Sovict citizen, that he was born in Praguc and
wasg o naturaliscd Estonian. Yot he was put on a lorry with
othcr Russlions ta bec handed over, Whon the lorry slowcd
dovwin, thcy all jumpcd off ancd flod. Therc was soac shooting
and 11 out of 40 mcn wicre hit,. The attitudce of the Scvict
repatriction commissicns wage "deliver them ond get it over.
Vio will find out who thcso pcoplc orc and will trcat thom
according t® their ncritst,

e proccss of ropatriaticon drogged on until about
the nmiddlc of 1946, Genorael MEANDROV could still writc
messagecs from the concentration camp in Plattling, whkero ho
was internoed, hoping agoinst hope for political intcrvention
on his bchalf and on bchalf of his mcn. These messiigcs arc
widely known among those conccrncd and scrve as an indic tment
against the fillics in the cycs of a groat majority of thesc
pcoplc. The next shock came iIn fugust, 1946 when the short
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onnouncerent in the Soviet press on the hanging of VLLSOV
and the other Generals became lmcwn (see "Igvestiall 2nd
Lugust 1946) . The political failurc of the mcvement and
the tragic ena of its loadors did not affect the allcgiiance
of those supportors of VLASOV who rcuainod in the Wests
but it affectcd tho novement os 2 wholc, which wag in
bchecadod. It is, however, typical thot any Russio
ian, who intcnds to win over the remains c¢if the VLLS
Mcverient, is bound to start with o tributc to his meriory
and to claim tc be VLALSOV'S succecssor. This applice to
Monarchists, such as CHUKENOV and GLAZENAPP, as well as to
staunch democrats such as NIKOLLEVSKY and GUL. Scurcec has
never heard a version of the movement which ¢iplains it oss
"Gonoral VLASOV sacrlficed us tc his ambition by sclling us
to the Germans', This circuwastence is impressive to any-
body who lknows thce wavoring charectecr of Russian political
ollegiances., Officiel dOllVCrlOS of D.P.&s to the Sovicts
stopped in the auburm of 1946(¢?,. Neverthelcss, Sovict
repetriotion commissions. remaincd active and maintaincd thelr
prossuro c¢n thc Lllicd authoritics. L. trickle continucd
to flow cestwards and ot the sare time the ncow cnigration
ranks were incrcascd by o fow whe nonaged to cscape frowm the
assonmbly contrcs and Lhrouuh now dcfoctors from the Scvict
occupa tion forcus, It socris that there is o cci tain type
of Soviet trarp for whorl the Iron Curtain docs not prescnt
v wsurricun teble difficultics, These pcoplc, who have
no valid documents, do nct usc thc roads. Sourcc has scon
o shorthond repert ¢ the story teld by one such trarmp, wilch
the idiom presorved, in which he rcports his wanderings in
the Sovict zonc in 1945/46, He had been crrcsted by
various Sovict authoritios four or five timcs, interned,
beaten up and intcrrogoatced., A fewr days later he was ﬂgain
tromping through the woods of Bohuxlh, [ustria and Hunsary.
Thosc pcoplc crc the ficld pcest oif the D.Ps. Hidnepping
of particularly desirablec now criigres, who nanaged to cvade
rcopetriaticn, went on in Gcru.ny, fustric, Ltﬂly and ronce
for inte 1947, It would nct surprisc anybody very ruch
cven if they cccurrcd now.

Onc of the indirccect cknsrouoncos of thc''handing over
period', os the timc between Moy 1946 and about the end of
1946 is lmown, was the cfficial dcnhtxonu~1s vticn of many
Russiong in verious D.P. compse Whocver could manage to
do so, tricd to becorc o native of cie of Lﬂo Vicstcrn frenticr
districts of the Scvict Union, Decunients were ferged on
o large scalc, partly as o lucrative industry, partly for
humoni tarian motives,. L pcrson who producccd such docwicnts
in grcat quantitics pridcd himsclf to Sourcc ¢n his
tochnique end quotecd, as a high cxample of human brothcerhood,
the casc of a German printer who rcfuscd to accopt neney
Tor thc forms he wes printing for forgerics. The Ukrainian
camps, which accepted Russions with falsc Ukroinian
idontltics, rcquircd fraa thom political Glcichschaltung!.
Pcople werc beaten up for spoalting Russian or folling out
with the general linc of chauvinigi anti-Russian pﬂopa“ﬂndu.
The strugslc for political leadership in the carps must havo
been carricd out by methods similar to theosc in the Wild
West of imerica a coentury ago. Hunmon 1lifc continucd to
nattecr vory littlc until 1947 in this milicu.
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Gradually things settled down., The camps became iore
homogenous in their national and political outlook, cultural
actlvities started, church life was organised, schools opened
and a new intelligentsia emerged., More and morc pcople made
themselves independent and settlcd down In bombed-out houscs,
the Bacchanalia of thc black-markct gave way to more normnal
means of sccuring a living and the ncod for political orpanisa-
tion and rc-oricntation beccamc urgent. Sourcc'!s investipgatcions
worc mainly confincd to Bavaria whcrc the nolitical 1lifo of
the neow Russian cmigration was concentrated. He kmows littlc
as yct of thc devclopments in the British Zone whero the
organisation of the camn 1an Fischbeck, noar Hanburg, wos
charsac toristic, Most of thc discussions and attcmpts to
rc-organisc political 1lifc wcro concentratcd in liunich.
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" U.S.S.R./GERHNY

Political/C.E./Military

Var or Revuvlution?

Source's Cermaents and Concluaions

The question with which sourge usually began his conversations was:
"Should the offorts to overthrow the Sovict regime be made on the linas of
building up internal resistance and bringing about & revcluticn, or should
one work and hope for a war, as a rcsult of which Cctmwunist rule will cdme
to an end?" The way this question is wnswerced by the varicus groups ond
individucls determinos their political positicn much clcarer than thoir
adhoronce to a monarchist or rgpublican organisation, or their belief in a more
a democratic or a moru totalitarian idcology. Fooplo who answer this questicon
in the same way will find it easy to coumpromise cn all other outistanding
matters, whereas no agreement is possible on cther pelitical matters, whore
therc is dissension on this question. Some typical oxamples of how the
question is actually answerced and of tho mctives far their decision arc as
follows: We can put on the cxtreme right of the nolitical. hemicycle those
who believe that the defoat of comnunism inside Russia without military
interfercnce on a large scale is uttorly irpossible. The majority of old
emigres sharc this view. It was strongly advceated by Leonid Leonticv, by
Profuessor Grimm and by Baron Wrangel. According to them, the Soviet pcoplc
arc so much in the grip of terrcr and so prof'oundly demoraliscd by the regime
that they nan never achicve the degrce of cohcgicn which is nccessary for
the formation of conspiratorial groups and succcssful revoluticnary action.
This &s by no mecans proof of the Sovict peoplos gatisfection with the stotus
quo and they will surcly accept liberaticn from outside as a blassing, ro-
vided it is corricd out humancly. /Aneng those who hold this view onc should
Aistinguish the optimists fraa the possimists. The cptimiste belicve that
in the future war, thc Soviet people will rofuse to fight for Stalin, that
mass surrenders will teke Dlace nd that the Westem Powvers will hnve an
oasy job in canquering Russia, provided they go to it with the nccessory
nilitary determination (Leonticv). The pessimists, who are sadder but wiser,
do not dclicve in the success, or at least the quick succecss, of a wor against
the Soviet Union unlcss it is canbined with strong nelitical propacsanda and
action which will persuade the people that it is no hetroyal of their patriotic
duty not to fight for Stalin. This can be done only if thce basic misteke of
the Germons is avoided, namely if' the wor sims are proclained vith full
authority right from the heginning and the restoration of Russian national
life mrocceds simultancously with the liberaticn of Russian tcrritory. In
other words it has to bo "a war against Coanunism in alliance yxdth the
Ryssisn.people". L5 long as public opinion and the determining political
factors in America and in Great Britain arc not propered to take this course,
an outorcak of war is premature and would meon disaster for the demecratic
world (Grirm)s. An intcresting variation of this theme is the following idea
put fcerward by Tsurikov: "fAlthouszh I personally would welccie the destruction
of comwmmisnm, oven at the cost of the destruction of the Russion State ond
of the national indopendence of the peoples of Rugsia, I find it dangerous
to advocate this course becausc the outecme of the war is more questionable
when no guarantecs arc given f'or the maintonanco of Russion State independonce,
than when they ara given". This view wes alsc sharcd os for as source con
remember by Wrangcl.

YWnhile thoso who take en optimistic view of the futugre war ovnsider that
any revolutionary effort is wasted and might be dangcrous becausc it ralscs
hopes of a non-military solutioh which arc¢ quite wvain, the pessimists, like
Grimm, consider that disruptive propaganda in the Sovict Union night bo justi-
ficd as rreparatory work for futurc war-time »ropaganda. In order to be
effcctive it should, however, pursuo a clear cut linc, statc thu igsuc of the
conflict sharply and cxplain without any ambiguity the distinction betwecen
the Soviet govermaent and the Russian pcoplo. This attitudo brings its pro-
tagonists noarcer thosc who have not lost faith in a revolutionary developricnt
in Russia and mokes technical collaboration betwoen tham possible to a certain
extente

The differcnco is that the first group arce, in principle, outlspoken
dofecatists. In tho cvont of war they will collaboratc vwdth the Western
/Pewers to the full,
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powers to the full, becausc ot heart thoy would welcome the fall of comaunism,
even at the cost of Russian State independence. Not so those whe hope for a
rcevolutionary development. For instance SBOLR mocmbers do not want to bo
called cefeatists. They want to sarry on the strugzle againgt the rogime

by revoluticnary methads as long as this is :ossiblc and would join in o
camnon struggle with the Western Powers., But they would cervainly and most
sincerely pudb political conditions on their collaboration. The expericnco

of the Vlasov movement has taught them the lesson of not #iving in on questicns
touching the torritorial intogrity ond nabtional independence of Russia. They
point out, hewever, in their programmo /%%atcmonta that they are ready to
interprot State sovercignty in a now way, In accordance with tendencics vhich
are noticeable in UNO, they prowmisc to play the gamc if the others will play,
on matters concerning sovereign rights in favour of an international or:ani-
sation. The guarantee of their gfood will is, in their avm words, the lack of
any aggrossive intentions in the Russian people whoe long for a live-and-let-
11W policy towards the othcr nutionMB o the world, in contrast to Russia's
present rulers whose ultimate aim can never be achicved and whosc anuctites
connot be satisfied without world domination. It is, in the opinion of these.
people and of the majority of Russian emigres, a libel on Russisn history

and on the Russian people to compare and identify Sovict expansion with so=
called Tsarist imperialisme Aggressive Tearist imperialism was similar to
that of any nationalist Statc of the time and had nothing to do with plans

of world domination. In connoecticn with this question, thec trcatment of
minorities and vrimarily the Ukreinian problem is being disoussed. The
Vlesovtsi and SBONR arg looking for a solution on the linecs of the Praguc
Vlasov manifosto and the political statoments of those days. In principle
this corresponda to the Sovict Union's molicy on nationalitics including

the e@oncession of the right of border Statos to rictach thensolves, under
certain condition, from tho Federation of tho Pcoples of Russia. It is quite
clear, however, that this conoession is made on the preswaption that providod
terrorist and undomccratic methods by Scraratists are not tolcrated, tho
population of the Ukrainc will never make use of the right of sccessions It
remains to be seen how far the interpretation of "gerrcrist and undemocratic
methods" by Beparatists will go.

When source tried to test the sincerity of this assunption and the
reagsons for it, he was unaanimously told that scparatism did not exist insido
the Sovict Union, that the people feel themselves more thon ever unitod in
their historical fate, that the Ukrainians ingide Sovict Russia did not con=
sidcer themselves to be under tino Moscow yoke but under Stalin's and that they
rcalisced their solidarity in the wnexpressed hope of all the peoples of Rusaia
to free themsclves from ooimunist dictatorship. The intorpretation of commmist
rule in the Ukrainc as a form of Mascovite invasion and colonisation was a
political invention of Ukrainians frcm Galicia. In the fate of thosec who for
almost a thousand yeais have not shared the destinies of' the other pceoplos cof
Russia, the future non-cammunist Russia will not be intorested. They can do as
they please, c¢ithcr join the Federation or remain as a national minority in
Poland or adhieve indepcndence; but they should not be allowed to pursue the
latter aim by cn apggressive policy on the Ukrainians inside tac historical
Russian borders whom they vretend to liberate from en illusory Muscovite
oppression.

SBONR, as well as the Soliderists, hovwe for a rovolution in Russia end

are ready to work for it, but noither can closc their cyes to the possibility
of a military conflict before their hopes are rcealiscds In this casc thoy
both want to kcop their political independence and cooperate with the Westorn
Powers as their allies and nct as their agents. Thore is, howcver, a subston-
tial difference in the attitude of SBCONR and the Solidarists which it is not
casy to formulato. Both rcckon on cnowball popular supvort inside Ruasiqe
The Solidarists, however, visualisce themsclves roturning as liberators who
will offer the Russian poople their vrogramme and imposc on it their orpaniszation.

SBONR . members ses their return as an opportunity of dissolving themsolves
in the awakening Russian anti-communist resistance and acting morce ess levers
than framers of rigid political foms. These innucendos arc of the greatest
importance in the formulation of »ropaganda ond the organisation of any under=
ground work and should not be forgotten when thece groups arc used for »olitical
PUrPOSOH.




5145450
CONCLUSIONS.

Tie The outstanding featurc in the behavour of thosc Sovict citizens,

who wexrc released from control of the Soviut rcgime by the course of cvents
during the 1lsst war, was the swift change in thezr atvitude to tne Soviet
regime and thue cmergince cf a dosirc to coteblish a new order of things in
RBussia. Men who behaved loyally to the regime 211 throurh their lives and
who fought honestly in the ranks of the Red Army, burned rabidly anti-Stalinist,
anti-Conmunist and anti-Soviet in o matucr of a feow woeks, in spite of tho
hatred, distrust, contempt end repulsion they felt towards the inveder.

("I fought honestly in the Red ixmy" is a standard featurc in the gtateacnts
of Vlasovtsi). The mentality of the average Sovict citiscn, and in »articular
of these who take an active part in the edministrative, military -md industrial
machine of the country, is like o dhoto plate on which the anti-ccrmamist
attitude is alrecady repistered but noeds only the avnlication of a develoovcr
to become manifest. The withdrawel of the fenxr of the sceret wolice mnd frec
discussion of their rcal aspirations is the only developer vihich is nceded.
This chango of heexrt was so genceral and sffected neople of such differentd
standing ond personal carcers, thet it must be rooted in sasc wvide~sprood
attitude of thu Soviet population which remnins concenlod c¢ven from & com-
petent observer, because Soviet conditions vrevent its articulate vwoerbal
cexpression. Nor can it be cixplained by the tenptation of wrisoncrs to save
their lives in the inhwnan conditions off the Geraon POW compse.

The magnitude end the oxceptional character of this »hanomenon con
be fully appreciatcd when teken against the bockground of Russian history.
In the previous wars we know ncthing of such defoeatism as has been obscrvod
in the last war and we should have to go back to the sixtecnth century and
Princc Kurbsky to find e phcnomcnon parellcl to Viosov.

Sovict pcople who have been freed from control of the sceret polico
find themsclves passionetcly interostod in the destiny of their country
and dominated by the desirc for political activity. Their represscd rcactions
romein, howevor, inarticulatc and they casily borrow politicsl ideas from the
fiirst source they meot, cumsidering it to be the nearcst aporoximation to
what "they rcally always felt".

2 The Germans werc quick to wndsrstend the valuc of Soviet people

in whom the anti-oommunist rcaction had becen awakencd as the best medium

for producing and transmitting propaganda to the Red samye. They mode wide

use of the Vlasov propagandists ond obtaincd c¢xcellent results. Lven in the
latest phases of the war these people managed to attract defectors. No guch
mechanism for attracting defectors is working at present. This might well
explain why the source of dcfectors Jried up as soon as thoe windfall causcd
by the disorgenised conditions amung the Sovict occupation forces in Gormeny
and the demobilisation of Soviet troovs, had ceascd. Soviet ncople will not
casily defcct in order to become on instrument in tho honds of o forsign Hower,
the political intentions of whioh axre alien to thom entt are locked upon wilth
the greatest suspicion. From what hapoenod in thoe last war, however, we can
saf'cly conclude that some: might defect in order to join a Russion anti-
comnmunist force in the activitics of which they con take »nart and the olicy
of which they can influcncec. Source bolicves that SBONUI, vhich reflects more
than other emigre organisations the mentality of the Sovict people, would bo
porticularly suited Ie issuce apneals to join thom in their enti-coammnist
work, provided they could give the guarantee thoet this work is carricd out
"indevncndently of any forcign imperialism". SBOMR could aliso easily ostablish
a recaption end re=-cducation centrc for thesc neople.

3. The Germans duprived themsclves of the supnpert of a popular moess
movemont in Russia which would surely hove beun {forthcoming in tho initial
stages of tho war by:

a) pursuing an occupation policy which shocked the Soviet poconle by
its advertised, wanton and ruthless cruclty;

b) by kecping their Russian war aims dark and thus opening tho doar
for the worst suspicicns. Tho sooncer authoritative statenwents arc
made, which would juarantce the neoples of Russia their right to
arrvenge wheir own affairs on dumocratic principles end would alle,
the suspicion that tho downfall of the Sovict government will be

/uscd to cstablish a
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used to establish a regime of political exploitation, the
greater will be the effeet of anti-coamnmist provagondsa and the
stronger the mass support for the Westermn causc in the ceven

of war. :

It must be remembercd that systematic Sovict nropoganda folloved by

German propaganaa, supiorted furthcermorce by tho wnhalpy cvents dealing

with the rcpatriation of Vlasov troops and unwilling Ostarbeiter, have had
a cumulative effect and have »nroduced powerful anti~British srejudices waong;
thase peoplegwhich will have to be dispelled if their joodivill ond collaw
boration is to be won.

4o Owing to the delivery of the Generals to the Soviet Governuent

the whole movenent has lost its leadership, which is oven more important
tham the decimaticn of its ronk mnd filc. 4 furtacr disintegreting factor
has been the clumsy handling of thesc groups by the fmericans. The influchece
of old ecnigre politicians, cgpecially of thosc connceted with the NTS
(Solidarist movement) , has hardly been a positive factor in prescrving those
qualitics of former Soviet pconle which rake thom precious in esteblishimg
contacts and transmitting jopaganda to the Soviet side. Nevertholuss, therc
are ccrtain number of people left who have not lozt their désire to fight,
who have not succumbed to the political ideas of the old c¢nigration, whether
monarchist, socialist or solidarist, and who havc maintaincd their cohesion
in spite of splitting into small groups. The wish has often been cxpresscd
to unite and concentrate all emigre c¢fforts in the anti~canamist strugrlce
This, source believes, is not a ncccssary pre~requisite of success. Each
of the groups into which the new cmigration splits, or which they Jjoin, con
play its port and appeal to potential supvorters inside the Sovict Uniona
Their mutual rclations will be finally determined by the weight thoy will
carry with the people inside Russia and this ncod not he preyadiced by
agrecencnts and political bargaining at the present stage.
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Betr.: Kaukasische Amtd-Soviet Orgenisatie

Het volgende bericht wat mij bereikte, wordt U ter kennisname
toegezonden.

In de Nederlandsche pers verscheen enige tijd geleden een arti-
kel (nasm van krant en datum onbekend) waarin ISTANBUL als centrum
van spionnage beschreven werd. Dit bericht moet juist geweest zijn
met uitzondering van hetgeen geschreven werd over een Kaukasische
anti-Soviet organisatie genaamd KNK (=KAFKASKI NEZAVISINI KOMIT).

Volgens ontvangen mededelingen zou deze organidatie niet bestaan
en zou zij ook nietbestaan hebben. Degene die indgpty j3 Probeerde
'|een dergelijke vereniging te stichten is een zekere G£L£I KHAN, die in

Amerikasansche dienst zou zijn. Hij zou maandelijks worden uitbetaald
¢ | door Dr WILBRANT, woonachtig te ISTANBUL, een Oostenrijker en vertegen
// | woordiger van IR0 - hulporganisatie voor refugiees, welke werkt voor

de Amerikaansche assistent Militair Attache.

PoJ.ll. Driebeek.

Aan; de Centrale Veiligheidsdienst,

t.8.ve De Weledelgestrenge Heer P. Gerbrands,
Javastraat 68,

! 5-GRAVENHAGE
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