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SECRET 

THE BRITISH C01wWIST PARTY, 

~E<BER1251~ 

1 • THE GEltmAL EU::CTION. 

A manifeste issued by the Executive Committce of the Party on the 
31 st August 1951 bcgan with the ·nerds: "Tho ncv1 statement of policy 
issuod by tho Exccutivc Committcc of the Labour Party is an insult to 
tho n\illions in thc Labour Movement who are gravcly conccrncd by the 
disastrous oonscquoncos of the Govorrunont 1 o polioy. 11 Novortholoss, on 
tho 19th Soptomber thc Political Committcc called upon its supporters to 
voto for thc Socialist candidatc aguinst tho Censorvativo in these 
oonsti tuoncios vrhorc thcro is no Communist candidato, Somo Party 
mombers are finding it difficult to rcooncile these two pronounccments. 
Thc oxplana.tion is that thc Party regarde tho dofcat of thc Conscrvatives 
as of pare.mount importa.Ylcc and sincc i t crumot achiovc this by i ts orm 
cfforts is forccd to adopt 11unitcd fron_!; 11 tactics. Yot on many issues 
tho Labour programme is at van.anco with thc CQmlunist policics, notcbly 
on rcarme.mcnt. As far es possiblo, howcvcr, in spite of rumring 25 
ca.ndido.tcs at thc clcction, thc Ccmnunists will continue to woo the 
Socialiste, conccntrE:.ting on these Tlith the graatest 11loft wing" tcndrm- I 
cics. They hope ultimatcly to pcrsua.dc thc Labour Party to ohang.:: i ts 
policy a.nd to bring i t closer to Camnunist ctims. 

2. PEA.CE. 

(a) Signaturcs to the Pctition for a. Fivc Pcro1er Peaoo Pact. 

At thc end of September it was claimcd that 808,000 signatures had 
boon colleetod of which 494,000 had been rocoivod by the British Peace 
Oommittcc, Thc target now set is 1, 000,000 signatures by 4th November , 
Thora is no moe.ns of detennining thc truth of tho claims that have boen 
made. 

(b) Autumn Crusa.de. 

An Autumn Crusado was launched by tho British Poaco Committce on 
1 st September 1951 in wndon and Cardiff under thc slogan "Poace is in 
your hands". A proccssion took placc on that date (fran Hydo Bark to 
Alfred Placc, Tottcnht'.lll Court Road). This was jointly organised by tht: 
Londen Peace Council, the Ex-8crvicemcn 1 s Movemont for Peacc and the 
British Youth Festival Committee. About 1,000 people took part éUld 
speeches werc made urging the opening of ncgotintions for a Fivc Power 
Pca.oo Plot, e.nd nn immedi.atc cease-fire in Kor co., 

In Co.rdiff, nlso on 1 st SeptQnber, nn All Wnlcz Peaoc Rally was held 
under tho o.uspiccs of thc ~c.tionnl Pc.'\cc Counoil of Wl'.lcs. The speakers 
inoludcd: 

3. LITERATURE. 

(fl.) 11Do.ily Worker 11 

Ivor MONTAGU 
Mrs. Monioo. FELTON 
Mrs. S.O. DAVI~ 

Thorc oos been no improvomont in the circulation of this ne>~sp.aper . 
During tho election cempaign tho paper is to conto.in six pages eaoh 
s~turdo.y. Thc Editor, J .R. CAMPBELL, is stnnding na Parliamenta.ry candi-
do.to in opposition to llr. Winsten Churchill . 
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(b) "Labour Monthly" 

This poriodioal, edited by R, PAI.ME DUTT, hns inorcascd its pricc 
from 1/- to 1/6~. 

(o) "Fran Trotsky to Tito" 

This is thc title of a nm-1 book by Jamcs KLUG'MAN, reucation 
Orga.niscr of thc Party, which is to bc publishad in Ootober or November . 
Party mombers o.rc being urged to get copios o.nd to help to circulatc it 
widoly in Party and non-Party circlos, particula~ly amongst Socinlists. 

(d) Othor litcrnturo 

Oonsidornble cfforts are bcing made to stimulnto tho salc in 
Bri tnin of tho Cominform Journal "For a !Astinc Pence, for n Pcoplc 1 s 
Dcmocracy" . This has a small circulntion, prooobly of tho order of 

/500. 

All Communist District Organisntions have nlso been nskcd to ~pply 
for copics of thc 1d. pamphlets issucd by the 11Soviet ~7cckly11 

• 

4. WWEN. 

(a) Thc Wanen 1 s Reerui ting Weck is fixcd for 22nd - 29th Scptanbcr in 
England and 3rd - 10th October in Scotlo.nd, A large nUI.!'bor of mccti~.., 
and domonstrntions has been planncd. In ndditj on to the main object of 
drnwing more wanen into the Party grcat cmphasis \T.i.ll, a.s usua.l, be 
placed on thc peace dri vc, Tamara RUST, Nntionnl Wanen 1 s Orgo.niser , 
statos thnt tho Pnrty will provide thc answcr to tho quc:;tion "Whnt is 
tho a.ltorne>.tivc to the war drive, cuts in sooinl services at the cxpense 
of the children, the rising priccs?". Tho Weck will nlso bo uscd to thc 
full to furthor tho e l ection campaign, 

(b) Tho National Ccmmittee for the Colobrt!'li2!1 of .l!:.ternational 
Wornon 1 s Day. 

(i) Thc Child Care CO!Imission of this Oannittoc has cnlled a 
oonforonca on the Defence of Children 1 s Eduoo.tion to bo hclêl on 30t/l 
SeptQnbor in Victoria Hall, Blocmsbury Squnro, Londen. This \T.ill be 
prepnro.tory to the International Childrcn 1 s Conference phnncd ..o tclce 
place in Jnnuary 1952 in Vicnna to which, it is prop~-~J., o. British 
dclcgo.tion should bc sen~. Communist Party delcgo.tcs to thc Londen 
Conference are to be Tamare RUST, Bessic LEIGH, Val WAL.KER end Jean 
CARRITT, 

(ii) AfQUbers of the International ..Vanen 1 s fuy dclegn.tion of 20 
wamen who rccontly visi teel Moscow have been acti vc in report-back 
meetings descrihing the satisfactory conditions that thcy s<'lW on tneir 
visi t. 

5. INDUSTRY 

(a) The Oonmunist Party and the Trndcs Union Conar.c!!_~· 

Tho Communist Party a.chiovcd no suocoss at thc 83rd Trades Uhion 
Oongross held o.t Blaakpool 3-7 September. Public o.ttcmpts to infJuence 
tho dologa·tcs included o. meeting held on 2 Soptomber nnd o.ddrosl'lc,... by 

__!9LL~~ o.nd tho distribution of o.n opon~cttor to thc dologntos from thc 
Brih Pence Comnittee , Private hopes that dolegatos might bc induced 
to voto for resolutions in thc usuo.l CQrununist scnso, such as thc l~ting 
of ronrmnmont o.t hcme o.nd in Gcrmo.ny o.nd Japan, ncgotintions in fo.vour of 
o. fi vo pcmcr pco.ce pnct, and increased tro.dc between fust o.r.d West, wcrc 

/disn.ppointcd , •• 
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diso.ppointc.d by the cvcnt . Ncvcrthcless, thc "Do.ily i1orkcr 11 ani 
KERRIGAN, •;~riting in "World Ncms end Vic\;s, 11 fu:ocvr disproportion.o.tc 
CO""'.fort fran thc size of the mincri ty vetes on these quostions . The 
votos in fo.vour of scvcrancc of rclo.tions vi th Sp'l.ii'l o.ncl the aboli tien of 
chnrgcs for corto.in heo.lth services roflcctcd not thc provrees of thc 
Communiste who spokc in support of the rcsolutions, but feelings held by 
all tro.de unioniste on dictatorship int;Pnoro.l o.nd on mn.tters affccting 
thcir o1m fine.nces . The Corranunists rcfrainod fra11 oriticising thc nev,r 
Ordor No . 1376 regulo.ting proccdure in strikes boco.uec thoy believe that 
i t vrill in any co. se be unworkablo in conjunoti on vri th tho oxi sting 
nogotio.tina mo.chinery of thc lv.rgor unions. Hov10vor ~ thc "Daily Workcr 11 

took o.dvnnto.gc of thc roplaccmcnt of tho provious Order No. 1305 to 
proclo.im : "in tho samc way werking clo.ss netion cM kill o.ll thc 
reactioMry dccisions taken at this congrcsc. 11 

1 No Coununist aanelidates worc succcssful in thc clcctions to the 
{Gcnero.l Council . 

(b) Annuo.l Conference of thc .Amo.).gam-::_tcd ~ocictY.,_of Woodr7C.rkcr~ 

• This conference took place nt Margate on 17-21 Gcptcubcr. 

• 

Tho Exccutivc of thc Society hud rcduc<.d thc. sizo of thc ~\gen&!. by 
putting composi te rcsolutions; these had tre effect of getting rid of 
some Communist resolutions. Communist delegatos tri~l to dcfcat the 
Exccutivc nnd replacc thc original rcsolutions, but thoy \7crc defcated. 
Thc President of the Union, Mr . J.fcKELVEY a.tto.ckoc. tho Sovict Pence 
Campo.ign in his address , and on subscquont da.ys other o.ttacks werc T!lA.d.~ 

on the Communiste, notably by Norman KENNEDY, a fermer momber of the 
Po.rty. Tho Party delegates :never. succccdcd in bringing forvard any 
rosolution on foreign policy, and a rosolution t:\go.inst unofficia.l organ
iso.tions and commi ttccs was ca.rried, In viovr of thc strcngth of the h 
Carununist Po.rty in this Union, thc C0 nforonoo was a. decidcd succes~: far Al 
thc unti-C~nmunist lea.dership. 

(o) Tho Bionninl Confer ence of the Nntional Union of Tailors and 
Garment Vlorkers at Bla.ckpool. 

Thc Bicnnio.l Conference of thc Na.tiono.l Union of Tnilors ~md Garment 
\'/erkers wo.s held at Blac:kpool , fran thc 17th to tho 2oth SoptGmber , 

A rcsolution that no membar of ~ny disruptivc ~'l.rty or orgnnisation 
should bc elit:ible to hold office in thc Union vn>.s dg,fco.tc&. Houever, 
a Ccmmunist rcsolution movcd by J.frs. Ol.;a MIDDLt."'TTN , i~ fo.vour of thc 
Fivc Power Pca.cc Po.ct, vre.s dcfcntcd by o. mo.jo:-ity of o.pproximatcly t-;ro 
to onc . Ancthor rcsolution in faveur of rcGuction of ~nmcnts was 
sido- tracked by Dame Anne Loubhlin, thc General Sccrctnry. A rcsolution 
for thc bnnrU.nc of thc a tem bcmb uns oorried uno.nimously, 

( d) Visi ts by I.1cmbers of thc Industrial Depnrtment to PnrtY: Districts. 

In nddi ti on to the visi ts forceast in last month 1 s noto Jnck DUNMA!'l' 
is to visi t Scatland between 3 a.nd 11 Novomber . Ris tour will proba1-.ly 
cover Ayrshiro , Fifc, Dundec a.nd Abordcon and 1rlll hD.vc special refercnoe 
to o.criculturo.l affnirs . DUNMAN's visit to tho N, E, Dhtrict (a.na. 
prosumably also to Tecssü'lc) has been cancclloc.1 r1uu to sho1·to.go of staff 
at King Stroot a.nd on account of thc Gonoro.l Elcoti1ll".. 

/(c) 
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( c) Obi tuo.ry 

On September 11 Gcor~;o ALL.ISON, Hond of thc Ca!munist Pnrty Nationsl 
Industrial Department, dicd at his hane in wndon, o..;c<l 56 . He had been 
in ill- health for some ycars, but was taken scriously ill 'r7hile in Bl.D.ck
pool orgnnising the Communist delc~ntcs to the Trades Union Con;ress . 
Ris ill- hcnlth wo.s aggravated by ovc:n10rk on behnlf of tho Communist ?orty, 
of '.7hich he was a foundation mcmbcr. He was a mcmbcr of thc Porty 
Nntional Exccutivc Committce and of tho Politico.l Committcc . 

This is tho secend sürious loss from tho higher rnnks of the Party 
sinoe tho beginning of Auaust . ALLISON hL\d a vory wic.1o exporionee at 
his job and, pcrhaps more important, n dctnilcd porsonal lmowlCflgc of the 
peoplo throuch \7horn he was workinc. His o.bscnce from tho Ioclustrial 
Depnrtment o.t King Street Tlill bc a acvere handicap to thc Porty, \7hosc 
industrial mombers were always turnifló to him for advicc. 

Tho qucstion of a successar was held in CQ":lpleto abcynnce until the 
return of R:>LLITT, although nO!linally Som Hll'ID.I:RSON \las actio.:.; as sub
stitutc • 

ANNUAL CONFERJiNCE OF CQ,~lJNIST STUDEN'IS 

On Soptomber 15- 16 the National Student Connittco of tho 3 . C. P . held 
its Annual Conference at the Holbarn Hall. Geor1:;e MATTHEWS, .... ssistant 
General Secrotary of the Party, attcndcd as thc rcprcsentativo of thc 
National Exccuti ve COI!lmi ttee. Figuros for the Student mcmbcr ship of' thc 
Party TTere given ns feiloos : ~ manbers at thc en:;, -:>f thc 1949-50 
session, 470 membere at thc end of the 1950-51 session. --

The snlient points of the progrDJ!1nO adopted by thc Gonfercnce TTere : 

(1) A streng 11Studonts for Penoe11 movement in Britnin. 

(2) Rouuction of military conscription to 12 months nnd abolition 
of canpulsory T.A. service, 

,. (3) The exposure of Wall Strcet 11culturc11 • 

• (4) Equc.l rights for the people of the British Empire. 

(5) A single national s~~dard gr~t , bascd on tho State Schn~sh;~ 
scala for all students; a one third increo.so in tho~ ~.;xisting 
State Scholarship soales to moot tho increased ~os'!. of living . 

(6) Incrcascd oxpenditure on hii:hor EY.luco.tion. 

(7) Thc right of all students to held political rud rcligirus vic\7s 
and to cxpress them frecly; thc vete nt 18 for all YounG people. 

7. PARTY EDUChTION 

The pro3I'omme for 1951 - 52 hns recently been issucd by thc Central 
Educa.tion Dopartmont . Its objcots o.rc: -

( 1) To oxtond planned personnl stucly of Marxisn- Lcninism tl'u·oughout 
tho ro.nks of tho Party, to inelude :.ot only top but o.lso middle 
cadros. 

( 2) To oxtcnd and imprave planncd oduoational nrork in thc basic units 
of tho Po.rty, and in particulo.r in the fo.ctery brnnc hos. 

(3) To fight fCJ!' the spread of a Marxist-Leninist undcrata.ncling in thc 
broad labeur and progressivo movement . 

/8. 
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8. THE H!J:DfJm SOCIETY. 

Ei~:;ht r.tQ:lbors of tbis society, which is a COillllunist-d.Oninated group 
of lc:wycrs, attcndcd the Congrcss of thc Interno.tionn.l Assooiation of 
DOr.toorn.tio Ill'l1ycrs in Berlin at thc beginnina of September. Lfore th.an 
half of thc British delegation rrerc Communists. 

9. POLLITT. 

Harry POLLITT, General Secrotary of tho Party, want on holiday from 
5th to 24.th Scptombar 1951. He spe:nt most of his time in Rumo.nia. 

[ 
POLLITT ' s hoalth has been bad and thora is no doubt tha.t tho main purpose 
of' his trip was rest and r ecuperation • 

--------------------

2nd October, 1951 • 
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