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SE E 

THE B.lUTISH CQ..fi.MliST Fl.RTY 

JANUARY 1951 . 

1. GENERAL 

Tho N~1 Year found the Party still pre-oooupied with its forth-
..::an:ing mo.jor stntement of policy, to be issued on 1 February. This was 
giv~n a considora.ble a.dvance build-up and steps wcre taleen to eneure it 
would reocivo the widest publicity within the ?arty. Much time and thought 
have been apent on it and the Party leadership anticipato that its publication 
will bc a. major poli ti cal event. 

2 . l'EJ',CE CAMPAIGN 

General Eisenhower's visit to Ell.rope v1as the occasion for renewed 
'\ttacks in the Party organs on è.efen~e propnro.tions in (\enernl a.nd tbe re- arming 
of ,festern Geroany in particular. The latter theme prescnted opportuni ties 
for cxploi tinp fenrs of anti- Semi tism and German mili tarian, and the Party 
ha1 clearly been encouraged by the attendance at its demonstratien held in 
Trafnl.e:nr Squ'\re on 31 December to protest aga.inst German re-armament . 
Va.rious Jcwish or",anisa ti ons conneet ed. wi th the l'arty oould be trusted to make 
the oost of these opportunities, but the most effectivo protest meeting ~as 
that arronged by the Ex-Service Movement for ?eace. 'Ihis is run by Captain 
Hobert G/,ITT from his home and still has no open conneetion wi th either the 
Communist l'arty or the British ?eace Conunittce. Leo GOLLiiiJID, however, who is 
the lco.dinp' member of the Ccmmuni st 1x-~orvioe J,dviaory Conunittee, has been in 
o.lmost do.ily touch with Captain GJ.I'rT, anu the "Dni ly Workor 11 gave the fullest 
publicity to i ts demonstratien against Il:isenhower heM on Sunday 14 January. 
/~ter laying a wrenth on the Cenotaph, a dolcpntien w~nt to tho United Statea 
'l'i}·1l'nusy todeliver a letter of protest' a11a.inst General Eïsenhower's appointment • 
.:>inoo it is known that the ?arty werc rcluotnnt to demonstra.te themselves against 
Eisonhower 's arrival, the Ex- Service Movement for 1-'ea.oe undoubtedly did them a 
good. turn on this occasion. Captain GAITT issues a monthly bulletin whose 
ciroulation he claims inoreased from 150 in November to 1,200 in January. An 
appeal has been made for financial support, and i t is believed that the move
ment is spreading to the provinoes. 

The staff of the British l>eaoe CQ'IUlli ttee has been reorganised as 
fellows:-

Cha.i.rman 
Secretary 
Propaganda 

0. \.<. ----€>rganisers 
.c; (}&B {'J Finanoe 

I Ree epti on and 
Bublic Relations 

D.N. fRITT, K.C. ~ 
Vincent S. DUNCi..N- JONES 
Maurice SHAARTZ ~ 
Roy GORE, Ka.th DJ'iNCE, ~ GREEN 
Doris NELSON 
Ani ta REYNOLDS 

f.ho office of Iresident is still vacant. Thc Committeo has oontinued to 
encoura.ge tho formation of local Peace CCJ!llllittees and in partioular of Factory 
l'ea.oe Cv,, •. :Utees . Its next oampaign is to organise a country-wide petition 
o.go.inst Gormo.n rea.rmament • 

.c-!~~Uo4jJ. 
/3. ORGisNIS~TION 
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3. ORGJ.NISh'l'ION 

Serieus concern was expressed at a meeting of thc Nntional 
Executive on 13 Janua.ry at the prohress of re-re~istration. Returns by 
that date showe-l that the registered manhership of the larger districts was 
only abrut 7Cfio as gree.t as last year, while the proportion in the smaller 
ones was even lower. The plee. put forward by sane District Sccretarics tbat 
reliability was prefera.ble tomere numbers was not considercd a.coeptable and 
the aim is now to register a. furthcr 10,000 befare the ond of February. 

The Orgo.nisntion Oommittoo hl'\.6 sent a. letter to the 28 constituen
oies whioh the Party intends to contest at the next clcotion, giving its · 
views on how tho .cnmpaign should be prcparc<l. Prcparations nro also boing 
made to fight the municipal elections, whioh, exccpt for Londen , are to be 
held on 16 March. 1he line advocatcd is to oppose; to cvory Tory onndidate a 
single 11fightinr:r workine olass can.li<ltltc" ohosen by somc sort of local con
ference repr€;scntintT. the entirc werkers ' muvt.:ment , \.1ri.ch l •ould arr ee to linit 
th.., number of cnndidates put forw:.:.ro . 

Thc transfer of Party officials from onc District to another is 
always a souree of concern to the National Orgnnisation Department beoause of 
the inability of Districts to pr ovif...c rcplacements Y~ho nro both sui table and 
capable of undertaking full-time rcsponsibility Thc latest examples of this 
are the following :-

North East Ooast _District 

The North-Ea.st Ooast has lost i ts two loading orranisers, Hymie LEE 
and Margaret AI.REY, who have been foun<l cmployment in London. LEE, although 
believe<l to be in the Party 's black books, is reportcd to be: now on the staff 
of the Soviet Monitor. He has been suoooedcd in Newca.stlc by Horace GREEN , 
formerly the Yorkshire District Organiscr, Margaret J.IREY ha.s beoome the 
first Nationo.l Literature Organiser, a ncw appointment oroo.tecl to emphasise 
the importanc~ of the Party's literature sales thrOUf,hout the country. 

West Mid~lesex District 

Fhil l'IRI..TIN, relieved of bis full- time responsibilities as National 
Peaoe Organiser, has suoceeded Abe UZARUS as secretary of tho newly fortiled 

' West l.üdólesex District. This District ha.s never found its fect, partly 
because of the mutual antagonism of i ts two leading persona.li ties, Abe I..;'.Zi.RUS 
and Joe ~·FARRELL. IAZ.A.RUS , the retiring seoretary, is to join the staff of 
Londen District, whilst 0 'FARRELL, the organiser , is to remain in West Middle-
sex to work with ?IRJ.Tm. The history of the District so fa.r shows that it is 
far from being indepl.ndent of the L?ndon DiStrict from whioh i t was formed . 

Ea.st Midla.nds District 

Vlillio.m FERRIE, the farmer st.orctary vf thc North West District who 
retireë!. from public life on health 11rounus , has joincó. the staff of the Fast 
J•.:icllands District in Nottinghahl. 

4. THE "DJ.ILY WORKER" 

The "Do.ily Werker" c elebrn.tc\1 i ts 21st birthclay on January uncler 
rather difficult oonditions. In August 1950 the finanoia.l position of the 
paper was so bad that a deoision wo.s aotually taken to stop the special Londen 
edition and to inorease the price of the paper to 2<1 as from 1 January. _ Before 
the end of the yeo.r, however, an anonymous donation had been made to the funds 
so that a reprieve was possible. This, howcver, is only ternporary and really 

\ strenuous efforts have been made to inorca.se sales anG. the numbor of sharehold ers. 

/With advertising ••• 
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ith ndvertisinp revenue a t only ~15 , 000 ~er onnum for 1950 ns a~ninst 
.t65, 000 in 1947, the trading l oss f or 1950 was C15, 000. The price of nevrs
print and ink increased during 1950 and the tho '"pl-icc of the f ermer hns just 
risen again. The oirculation fluctuntes but ia, in f not, 0ropping steadily 
and is now only 1 00~000. It seems almast certain thnt furthcr "anonymous 
dona tions" will bc required if the "Dnily Workcr 11 ia to c ontinue t o exist 
throu~hout 1951 in its present farm or at its pr~aent prioe. 

5. Douglna HYDE 

The wid~read publi c i ty which thc publiontion of · ~ Believed' by 
Douglas Hydc, f ormcr News F!:di tor -of the "Daily \lorkcr", bas o.chieved,nas 
oaused considcrable consternntion amono the leaders of the Corrmunist Party. 
Thoir private ocrnments indicate that they rccognise tha.t Hyde has divulged 
' inaidc ' information about the Party ' s activities and o.ims whioh is da.maginF, 
to thc interesta of the I~ty. In their cfforts t o oombat the influence of 
the book they have r oferred specifically t o one or two inci dents mentioned 
thcrein whioh they claim are completely untrue, but in the main their cner(:ics 
are conoentrated ondiscrediting Hyde's character in thc cycs of the pu~lic. 
They cmphasisc thD.t Hyde was at no time an important lcading official of the 
Party nnd thoy denounce him as a rencr,ade who ho.s painted dcliberately a 
diatorteel pic ture of the CCGnunist ?arty f or tho purpose of o.nti - C"i!llllunist 
propo~andn. It is knmm tbat Iarty l eaders ho.vc been trying t o collect as 
muoh ma ter i a l as pos si b le further t o blaoken Hyclc 's charo.o ter. The lengths 
to which they are prepared to go in this direction indicnte that they regard 
the cüsoloaures in the book as serieus. 

6. THE CCMMUNIST PARTY kND THE DOO.r.S 

'Chc Party continu es i t s intervat in the nffo.irs of dookers , but still 
finels the problerns of oo-ordinati~ action in tho va.rious ports diff icult t o 
rosol ve , espeoially i n vi ew of the go::1oral opposi tion l1y doekers t o Communist 
rarty leadorship. 

Early in December the Nati onal Industri al Department (where Sam 
HENDID~SON, f ormerly National Passenger Services Trado Group Seor~tary of the 
Transport and General Workers Uni on, has recently taken over responsibili ty for 
activities among transpor t wor kers) reoommcnded the linc t o be f ollowed by the 
I.anoaahire & Cheshire and Scottish districts of thc l'lo.rty. This "'as to stress 
the Fip:ht for 1:eace nnèt its relation t o '\"rage claims, to urge unity of purpose 
in the opposi ti on t o the shipowners, and t o f ester onposi ti, •n t " further 
mecha.nisation in the (tocks . 

Rumours about disci plinary measures and otho..r c onCitions clemanded by 
the shipO\mers as neoessary befare "Ylfl['e increases oculd bc r ranted were 
r epardcd by tht. mtmbers of the I.ondon i ortworkers ' Co.nmi t tee as good grcun& for 
strike action. The belief that action mnny be p-.~ssiblc when the result of the 
wage claim is officia lly made known, but only then, is ahared by the ~erseyside 
Area offici o.ls of the l arty. A cautious publioo.tion of these rumours was ruacle 
by the "Daily Worker" on 15 December. It is belicvcd that B.'JmETT, the 
Communist Seorctnry of the Nati onal illllnl,,.,amatecl Stovec1oros and Doekers Union , 
was responsiblo f or t he l eakage of information about tho doliberations of the 
National Joint Counoil for the Dook Indu str y , but other leakages have a lso 
ooourred. 

/Meanwhile • • •. 
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Uea.nwhi.le preparations for thc formation of a Natione.l :... ortworkers 1 

Cammittce at a ~clc~ate meeting at Iávcrpool on the morning of 14 January were 
made by thc Londen a.nd l!erseyside J. ortwerkers 1 C0nvni t tees, Invi ta. ti ons to 
other ports wcrc extended, but the response fran thc South and l7cst of England 
wns lisappointing, Iáverpool a.nd Birkenhea.d ware roprescnted. and t"o dele-
gates wcro present from Sryuthampton, togcthor with DICKENS and THOMJ~ 
(mombers of the Cdllllunist ?arty), TIMOTHY and CONSTABLE from the London i?crt-
workers ' Committee. Delegates are balievod to havo boon present from Man-
chester, Dromborough, Immingham and Leith, but there wore none fram Bristol or 
Hull. 

J. doekers' meeting was c onvened. by the Morsoysidc l 'ortworkers' 
Committee on tho afternoon of 14 Janua.ry, a.nd approximntely 1400 were adlircssed 
by the delegatos. A resolution was passed demnnding that nny offer made by 
tho employers should be referred first to the r ank nnd file for acceptance or 
rcjcotion. Thc Cljlllllunist Party Y/8.8 somewhat arudous lost thc doekers mi;~ht 
bo stampeded into action by the non- Communist Hcrseysidc Committcc, sinoç it 
was considoreti that as a whole , a.nd certainly in Londen, thcy worc not 
suffioiently prepared • 

It was noticcable that the non-C :'lmlnunists made thc strengest hints 
at strike aotion , and this is one of the roas ~ns why thc ~a.rty fca.rs a 
"Trotskyist" plot in opposition t o its 01vn polioy a.nc1. lcadorship, In fact, 
the C"lllllunist i'a.rty attanpts at leadership ranain lar,1oly ineffectivc . 




