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THE BRITISH CQ ..,.iUNIST Ph.RTY 

AUGUST 1950 

1. The Fight for Peace. 

The All- Britain Peace Conference organised by the British Peace 
Committee was held at the Holbern Hall , Londen, on Saturday 22 and Sunday 
23 July 1950. Its main object was to launoh a nation-vdde drive for 
signatures for the Peace Petition. The conference was attended by 804 
delegates, 5 fraternal delegates nnd 42 observers and special guests . 
J.G. CROWTHER presided over the meeting, during the course of uhich the 
rnain speakers were L.C. WHITE, genera l secretary of the Civil Service 
Clerical Association, Jnrnes ALDRIDGE, the Australian author, Abbe BOULIER, 
merober of both the French National Comrnittee of thc Partisans of Peace and 
the World Peace Canrni ttee, :iîrs. Jessie STREE'r, Vice-President of the 
Australian Soviet Society and secretary of the Australian Peace Council, 
ks. J.:argaret FAIRLIE, Vice Che.irman of the Toronto Peace Council and 
merober of the Labour Progressive Party of Canada, Ilya EHRENBURG, Soviet 
writer and propagandist, merober of the Supreme Soviet and Soviet Canrnittee 
of the Partisans of Feace, and a praninent member of the World Peace 
Committee , Professor J.D. BERNAL, Gilbert de CHAUBRUN, merober of the Foreign 
Affaire Committee of the French Chamber of Deputies and the World Peace 
Comrnittee, Mrs . Joyce SMITH, secretary of the British Peace Committee, 
Arthur HORNER, general secretary of the National Union of Mine- \7orkers, 
Colon el Vladiroir PENIAKOFF ( "Fopski 11

), Ivor MONTAGU, member of the 
executive canrni ttee of the Bri tish Peace Cor:uni ttee, Sam AARONOVITCH, member 
of the exeoutive cammittee of the British Peace Committee and assistant 
national education organiser of the British Communist Party, and D.N. PRITT, 
K. C. 

The Conference was divided into three sessions, one being held on 
Saturday morning, one on Saturday afternoon, and the finel session on Sunday 
rnorning. On the evening of Saturday 22 July, e. "Service for Pence" was 
h~ld at the Church of St. George the ~tyr, ~ueen's Square, U.C.1. end on 
~.e afternoon of Sunday 23 July a rally in Trafal.gar Square, orga.nised by 
the British Peace Comrnittee, was at on~ time attended by nearly 7, 000 
persons. 

Most of the leading speakers at the Conference also spoke at this 
rally. 

The British ?eace Committee is not entire!y satisfied with the 
success of the Conference; first it conaiders that the following sections 
were poorly represented, and special efforts are to be made to.intensify the 
carnpnign in this direction, 

~a) youth 
b) the Churoh 

t women's organisations 
d) co-operative Societies 

' e) professional werkers , and 

seconuly it oonsiders that ther e was insufficient publioity about the 
Conference. It is interesting to note tbat in the arrangements the Committee 
is now mak:ing for holding the next World Peace Congress in the U.K. in November, 
i t is proposing to spend a very large s~ of money on advertising alone." 
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Thc Com.'rittee bas tried , mthout succcss , to hire o. holiday oamp 
for one \7ec.k in which to hol d the \7orld Congress . The idca Y18.s to house 
all the llelogatos and t heir families in this oe.mp , and oall it "The Peace 
Villagt- 11

• The present plans are to hold the Congress eithcr in Londen or 
a large holiday reaort such a s Bl ackpool. 

11\rs. Joyce S:HTH is r esigning fran her posi tien as scoretary of 
the British Peace Corumit tee , but will continue to werk t here until a r elief 
ho.s been o.ppointed. It is not yct knovm who will be scl eotcd for the post. 

2 . The Communist Party and Tra.de Uni on Conferences. 

At the conference of t he Ama l gamated Union of Building Trade 
\ïorkcrs, held in July, ther e was no great support for rcsolutions r efl ccting 
Comnunist .tarty policy, anà. del egates made it clcar tha.t the !Ilajority wer e 
not in faveur of Communist ?art y mombers holding senior cxccutive positions 
in the Union . In the prelioinary ballot for the post of [.{;.neral secretary, 
If.J .0. \n:A'lER, the Camnunis t Londen Di visional Secretary, polled only 
5, 712 vetes against thc 11 , 442 of his non-Cc..r~aunist rival. 

The disruptive effects of Co!Y:uniSJ:l in industry were strongl y 
criticised at the Annual Conference of the Nntional Union of :1inworkers, 
whosc delegates plcdged suppor t to the Laboor Govcrrunent. J. resolution in 
the t<mns of the Bri tish .Peac e COf:1l!J.i ttee • s Stockholm Appeal ïla.S rejected, 
o.fter SQJC hesitation, on a card vete of 421 , 000 to 261 , 000. The Communists 
John \"lOOD (Scottish Area) and Thomas liillie.m PAYNTER (South iïales) wer e 
prominent arnong the supporters of this resolution. Stafan BEDKOWSKI , 
Secrotary of the Polish l.tLners' Uni on, present as a frutcrnal del cgat e , also 
spoko. 

j . Miner s ' Strike . 

On 3 July 1950 nine Ix1.narkshire pit s oe.r:1e out on s trike in pr otest 
against tho Nn.tiono.l Coa.l Board' s r e j ection of t hc minors ' c l a i m f or 
i noroo.s'ea wagcs for l ower paid "'orkers . The stoppage ext ended t o sixty-
f i ve pits, but most of t he striker s had r eturncd t o wor k by 24 July • 

Tho no.tiona l headquarter s of thc COfi".l!lunist :t-nrty wer e apparently 
not pr epar(;;d for the st r ike, although :ïchael :.:oG:JiEY, a mcnber of t he 
Lannrkshire J.rco. Cornmi t t e€. of thc i: arty, v1o.s quoted by the "Dail y \ïor ker" 
as the strike leader . The ?arty did not instignte the strike, and its 
ohicf problCf!l ..-;as to gain and r etain the lcadcrship, \7hilc trying t o 
oo- ordinate action in t he vari ous coalfieles, even though it uas consi der ed 
tho.t the strike would not spread beyend Lanarkshirc . hnother probl~ whioh 
faced the ?o.rty was the fac t t hat a numbcr of i ts leading !!lC!'s1bE;r s are also 
prominent officials of t he Union and thereforc bound to sooc extent by Union 
policy. Abe L~OFF.n.TT, President of the Scottish Area of thc Union , himse l.f 
urged a return to •.;ork two days af ter the outbreak of thE: strike , and i t was 
apparent that the liaison between National nnd Soottish Hoa:·.quo.rt er s and the 
COJ!!:munist offioi e.l s of the Uni on on th0 spot wa.s not as close as night have 
boen deeired. 

The Iarty' s first endoavour r1as to ,'\rrcmga for o. general deelarat ien 
tlgainst t he rejection of the wage claim cmd for a. c1eputation t o· be sent to 
t ho Jumunl Confer ence of the National ·Union of J,dnowor kcr s then in soesion a t 

. Lltm'ludno . It was there that the Sc ê)tttsh.·Unj.on official s made their fir st 
appco.l for a ret urn to werk. ·rn f act, tho attenti on po.id by the strikers 
to thc Union officials ' advice was slight , o.nd tho 1arty per sis ted in its 
offorts to keep the strike goi.ng, t hougn support was for t hoomi ng only in the 
Soottish ilrcn sinoe i n e ther areas holidays intervened and syrnpathy was lacking. 
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In Yorkshire, for example sane f eeling '17e.s at first r eported to have been 
r oused by the l~ty, but it was quickly dispelled by the situation in Kore~. 
In South ·,:ales, however, there was a short strike a t Fernhill which, although 
there was support f or the COl!llllunist Pwty, was called off due to lack of 
gener a l support over the wage issue involved. 

In face of this apathy the làrty was farocel to fellow the reconunend
ations of MOFFAT that the miners should return t o work and to await the results 
of negotiations between tho Uni on and the Nat ional Coal Boarcl . Meanwhile 
Scottish District of the Communist l:'arty, a t the instanee of National Head
qunrters, were to try to keep the issue alive and t o get expressiena of apinion 
from the ooe.lfi el ds in order to influence the negotie.tions v1hile they were in 
progress . The compare.tive lack of success go.inecl by the l.'e.rty during this 
strike, even ta.king into account the absence of soac Party leaders and of 
large numbers of miners on holi day, does show thc diffioulty encountered by 
the nationnl leadership in organising coneerteel notion over ~dely èispersed 

• areas anu in trying to keep a dispute in exi stence on lincs favoured by i tself . 

• 

. :essages of support were sent to thc Scottish r.ûners by the Hungarian 
.üners Union and by the ;üners Trades Union Intcnltl.tionnl (Trade Departoent of 
the iiorld Fc<lere.tion of Tratie Unions. ) 

4 . Report on the Delegate Conf~ronce of the Glasgow area of the 
Canr.1unist i'arty. 

A Delegate Conference .)f thc Glasgow Areo. of tho Co;nnunist rarty was 
held on June 30 1950, at which it was ~eciued , inter alia , that the present 
organisation of the Party was ina~equato t o perfarm tho duties r equired of it 
and in partioular that the present strength of industrial branches was 
insuffioient to n1aintain e.nd fully co-ordinate thc peaco and anti-wage freeze 
oampaigns. 

As a r csult it was proposed at the Conference that the Gl asgow 
Commi tt.ee be increased to 29 t o i nc luéJ.e a furthcr 11 member s , who had Vlide 
cantacts in the tre.de uni on movement ; thn. t 5 nevr sub-area commi ttees should 
be set up in Gla~go~ consist~gof secrcte.rios of tho rospootive branches in 
the sub- area plus nembers from the Glasgow Canni tteo; ancl tha t \7hen important 
dec i si ons wer e taken, a ll the Glasgow Cel]u:ri tteL woulel a ttend a sub-area 
oommittec muoting. 

The obj~ct of these ne~ sub- committecs , which repreaent a departure 
from standerd organise.tional practice, is to oo- ordinatc the activity of 
residentie.! and industrial branches tagether with ~~ens ' sections anJ Y.C. L. 
branches in the l ocall ty; they would a lso be empQ\1Cr cd to transfer members 
from residential t o industrial branches \/hen this "'ns considere<1 c.dvisable. 




