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THE BRITISH CO .. _ :tJ?'I::iT PARTY 

February 1950 

1 , THE GENERAL EL.t;.""'CTION 

The full reaction of Farty headquarters to the rout of Canununist s· and 
fellov:- tr--vellcrs at the polls is not yet lmo··n . On 25 February POLLITT, 
in a.ccordancc wi th the policy formulated at Congress which rejected the 
larliamentnry road to po•;er, reminded readers of the D.aily_ \'Torker that 
"the groat issues vd.ll be settled , not in the arena of this reactionary 
Parliamcnt, but by the werkers' mass struggle in the factories and in the 
streets." The fight for the policy to avert slumpand war- now more 
imminent 0\7ing to the ndvance of ToryiSin - would be aarried on in werking
olaas organisations. A Communist candidate in the London area has 
sugge stl.d that 1 arty mernbers keep up continua l canvassing by visi ting 
people v:ith wh.))n they made contact during the campaign. J..t headquarters 
a leading offioial of the Party c~~ented that thc election campaign had 
been "a goed one" . Candid~~tes had b een received Wi th a ttention, and the 
readiness of audiences to listen had been most noticeable. Although 
nttcndonce at some meetings had been poor , it was at the factory gates 
and in th~ strects that the Party had nccomplished best results. New 
~pplioations to juin the r arty have been made , but the totnl is not know.n, 

The ~:.lccti01. fight beoeen Labour and 'fory was described in a Daily 
:!erker fOl~.,;ign despatch as "poli tical she,dov.t boxing" , because of the 
"unity" of 'i)oth larties on the basic questions of frezen v;ages, high 
taxatien <j.t.J forcign p?licy. It was only in the oonsti tuencies contested 
by Gorronuni sts that therC; was a "breath of reali ty", 

Tht:. total number of vetes recorded by the Farty's 100 candidates was 
approximnt oly 91 ,800, FOLLITT, GALLACHIR, and PIRATIN being the only 
Couununists t o save their deposi ts , The Party therefore lost 

1 
in deposi ts 

alone, a sum of ~14, 550. In 1945 the Party had polled, with 21 candidat es, 
a total of 102,780, The five Labour Independent candidates, of whom the 
Party opcnly supported four , pol led 26,888. The fifth, K. ZILLIJ.CUS, was 
in disfnvour with the Party for his declarations of faith in TITO, but 
officials w~re unable to deciele whether Communists should be advised to 
vote for him or for his Iebour opponent , The Party is a s èli~ppointed 
with the failur~ of the Labour Independente as with tho defeat of its own 
fermer •. iembE:ors .Jf Par.li8!!lent and ::DLLITT . 

Results by area were as foll0\7S ·-

LONDON BOROUGHS 

19 candidr. ~.::<> "'"'1 1 f'il '3.~t-roxima tely 20, 1 00 votes, DUTT polling 601 and 
HR.~ TIN 5, 991 . 

ENGLISH BOROUG S 

48 candidat~s polled approximately 29,700 vetes, the two highest being 
JONES at Hornsey (1191) and ROI7L.'!.NDSON at \7igan (1243) . Mrs. POLLITT 
polled 918. 

ENGLISH COUNTIE§ 

13 candida te& :'"llefl approximately 5, 300 vetes, the lewest being Mrs . LEIGH 
at Wycombo ( 199). 
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.. ELSii BOROUGHS 

2 cnndi~tcs polled 5,845 votes, i ûLLITT polling 4 , 463. 

2 cnndidntes polled approxima.tely 3, 300 votes. 

SCOTTISH BOROUGHS 

11 candidates polled approximately 14,500 votes, l~cilliON'[; polling 1 ,088, 
LAUCHIJu'i 1, 54-7, KERRIG.AN 2,426, and J.R. CAI\G'BELL 1 ,228. 

SCOT1'ISH COUNTil..S 

5 cnndidatcs 901led approxii!1atel y 13,000 votes, GALLrtCHF.R polling 9,301. 

On 4 and 5 February the secend post-war National Youth Farliament was 
held at the Beav~r Hall , Garlick Bill, E.C., under the auspices of the 
International Youth Council . 324 delegates , 26 observers and 20 visitors 
attended, of whOI!I the !!IB.jority were t:~embers either of the Cau:~unist Party 
or of the Young C~unist League. Aoong student bodies represented were 
the Associntion of Kurdish Students, the Demoeratic Union of Cypriots, 
~edind, the South African Students hssociation, the ~est Indifu~ Students 
Union, the hSsociation of Ceylon Students, the West African ~tudents 
.. :ssociation, Rashomer .P.~e'\tzair, the African League , Spanish Republican 
Youth, and the l'i'rican ~tudents Union. The National Union of Students 
ueclincd o.n invi tation to send delegates on the grounds that the Parliament 
was not aufficicntly representa.tive. 

The Conference was officially inténdcd tu provide a forum for differ ent 
sections of youth to e:x.press their needs and problems, and the n.nnouncement 
of th(; date of the General :6lection was felt to give an added significa.nce 
to it . The Communist Party, urging its members and membere of the Young 
Communist League t o give the Iarliament every suJport, considered that the 
Conference could play an ~~ortant part in f ocussing attention on the 
problems of youth in the General Election period and vrould carry forr1ard 
the spirit of thc Budapest Youth Festival of 1949. Unofficially, the 
I.Y.C. considered that the Parliantent could provide considero.ble o~portunity 
for publicity and pr-:>paganda. The ~arliament \'las supported by the Student 
Labour Federation which pledgc~ itself to secure 10, 000 signnturcs to a 
pamphlet, circulated by the I.Y.C. befare the Conference, which urged the 
abolition of the atom bomb. 

The National Youth Parliament held four sessions dealing respectively 
wi. th "?eacc and De.mocracy", "Noeds of Youth at vlork and play", "Youth and 
the mpire", and "Adoption of a Youth Charter11 

• • Resolutions on these 
subjccts followed the usual pattern of Communist propaganda, urging the end 
of sectiona.l war bloes, withdrawal of British troops from th(; colonies, 
reduction of the period of conscription, destruction of existing stocks of 
thc atom bomb, the end of th0 militn.ry accupation of England by hncrican 
f01·ccs, the outlawing of Fascism and anti- Semitism and a change in the 
existing racial policy of thC; Union of South Af'rica. The Pnr~iament also 
ca.llEJd for closer co-opers.tion between Gr"nt Britain and Russia., in parti-
cular between the youth of bath countries. The third session included 
stn.tements by representatives of the main political parties on their 
t'espcctivc policic.s for youth; George MATTHI::,~s rcpresented the Cowmunist 
Fnrty and gave a SUI!'.mary of the Party ' s Election programme. 
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The "Ch~.~tcr of Youth Rights" Phich inc lrporated à.emnnds for peace, 
em•loyment, h~es ~d equa l educ~tional )p1 0rtunitics for all, is to be 
su1 ported by a N~ tional Caapaign Committ~e and printed for distribution 
t o all y~uth organisations, scho~ls and colleges . 

• ,t the conclusion of the i 'arliament on 5 Fcbrunry a 1'urther meeting 
\'·as held ·.:hich included officials of the nnti-Fascist Cor:uni ttee of Sovi e t 
Youth, i.hc k11crican Association of i.lcdical Students, the 'orlcl Feder ation 
of Democratie Youth , and the Internati.)nal UnLm of Students. The main 
themc of the u.eeting was th.at youth should unite on the basis of t he 
Charter of Youth Ri ghts . 




