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1. Lang ge~acht en toer gekregen!! 

2. liierbij de maandelijkse overzichten Engeland van Juli -
December 1949 en Januari 115l. 



THE BRITISH COL.ITJNIST ~ ',',ïTY 

January 1 950 

1. THE GENERAL ELECTION CAM?AIGN . 

Since the .'late of the General Election vm.s o.nnounced the 
Communist inrty's efforts have been directedalmest exclusively to its 
election campnign, The election manifeste was relen.sed on 20 January. 
Clniming t o p l ace befere the workers the only policy which will proteet 
them from "the g:rowing economie crisis" an<l bring them "peace, presperi ty 
and happiness", it contains many extravaganoes; but the appeals it makes 
yo trade unionists, which are primarily caloulated t o extend Communist 
influence r egardless of the election result, may not be wholly unsuccess-
ful. Its policy slogans are:-

"Fight t o pr event the slump" , by putting greater 
purchasing pov:er in the hands of the werkers, extending 
the social services, and carrying out a vast building 
progr amme. 

"Fight to ·.vin higher wages·, jobs anc1. homes". 

"Stop the :lri ve to war". 

":Ehcl American control of Bri tain" 

" l: eaoe trade and frienclship wi th the S$viet Uni on" . 

"For a streng free and independent Socialist Britain". 

The manifeste includes sections advcoating "llemocracy" in the 
trade unions, self-government for Scatland and wales , the withdrawal of 
troops from N orthern Ir eland, and a uni ted Ir eland; seotion s conclemning 
thc r ecord of Tory Governments in the past and aoousing the present 
Labour Governmcnt of having consistent~ surrendered to capitalism; a 
sectien c:1esigned to make a special appeal to trade unianista by advcoating 
an extonsion of nationalisation, increased taxatien of profits, reduction 
of oompensatien t o shareholders of nntionalised industries, and a "purge" 
of capi talists on their boards; and sections aimed at securing the 
faveur of co- operators, old-age pensioners, woroen and youth. The man-
ifeste statea in conclusion that the return of a streng group of Communist 
~embers of Partiement will guarantee a rea.l fight, inside and outside 
.. arliament, "to defend anè.. improve the working ancl living conditions of 
the v.-orking people and help to remave the fear of war.,. 

Befere the manifeste was published, ~-'OLLITT had sent a letter 
of encouragement end advice to all Corranunist candifu\tes and agents. 
?redicting that the economie situation woulel result in the sharpeni.ng of 
the class struggle at home end the anta.gonisnt between the Capitalist and 
SoCialist worlds a.broad, the letter statod tha.t neithcr Labour, Iáberal 
nor Tory rarty dared to tell the workers what burdens would be placed upon 
them in tho effort to defend capitalism. Ho·Never, the size of the minority 
votc reoorded a.gainst the wage restraint policy of the Trad es Union Congress 
was a.n indioation that organised workers had oome to rea.lise where the pro
Tory polioy of the Labour aovernment was leading. Oandidates should have 
no illusions about the povrer of the f oroes ranged aga.inst them, but should 
take enoouragement from the fa.ct that Comrnunist policy was now being supported 
on a scale that few thought possible a few months ago. "It is clear that 
\Je have u-nderesti.ma.ted the moods of the werking olF.lss in rela tion to the wages 
issue . . .. u 
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All the ... :<..rty 's efforts are nO\'t being c'iirccted t'J\7ards support 
of the 100 candid:'.tes it hoj!es to put foruard. The National Industrial 
C?nfercncc has been postponed until after the election, and •nll be helà 
·:)n 5 .nrch. ~euben ?l..LBER , the .:..ssistant National Organiser, has been 
left alM~st in SJle charge ~f ~arty headquarters, many of the other full
ti~e officials having left f~r the constituencies they are contesting, 
" reco,'!t!lendation has been made t o organise women' s brigades in constituen
cies, sirr.ilar t .) the youth brigades already f ormed, t o hold kerbside !!leet-
ings of w?Oen. Daily 7orker reporters are being despatched to c over 
nany consti tuencies being contested by the .rar ty, Special emphasis has 
been laid, in the 1arty ' s instructions t o candidates and agents , upon the 
need t o increase the sales of the Daily 'o"lor ker , and t o use i t as a 
propaganda mediun . J.. special p:>licy laaflet enti tled "1'ight for Wages, 
Homes, .. ca.cc: " has been printed and is ::m sale for a penny. The ... arty 
ha.s ho.d difficulty in many areas in obtaining oommittc.c r oOC'Is and in 
b oeking halls; ~here halls are not ava.ilable open air meetings are held, 
ia.rty officials have t old the press that in all constituencies the 
election fund a t the end ~f January totallcd ~12,000. The sum s o far 
c ollected is likcly t o be smaller . 

2. THE BRITISH • EACE CQ :l:iiTT"rE 

1~ inforr_ation d~cument prcpa.red by tbe International Depar~~ent 
at ... arty headqu::trters states that there areabout 44 local .ê eace Committees 
in touch \lith the British :;:eace Committee. Half of these are in L ;ndon, 
the remainder C)Vering Buckinghamshire, Bradford, Bristol, Cambridge, · the 
Isle of .ight, Leeds , NJ ttinghamshire , Manchester, Oxford , .~. lynouth, 
Reading, Rugby, Shefficld, Tyneside and Scotland, .. ·,cti vi ty is c onfined 
chiefly t o m€-ctings . J.. "good action", hovrever, was said t o have been 
or ganisc.d by thc Croydon co:r.mittee when 70 representatives of Surrey 
vrganise.tions l obbied .::.1embers of J:'arliament, ;.. l. eace Coouni ttee ha.s been 
fom.t.'-d by the North lnndun P.malgamated Engineering Union , and 1, 000 forma 
r or associate mc.mbership of the Bri ti ah I'eace Conmli ttee have been 
distributcd in factories . The London Teachers ' :t·eaco Comrnittee , formed 
r ecently, is 'the first pr ofessional group of its kind. The B.:L· ,C, now 
ha.s somc 800 a.ssociate members and a mailing l ist of 2,000. The number 
of aesooiate organisations is "inconsider abl c ". 

Future plans of the B. P .C. include a natiunal peaoe ballot, the 
• · - - ..... f' A T,ondon J."eace Committee , a factory conference, various 

• · ---, ..... f' nP.ACe and culture in the summer ot-
Si nee th · ., '- T~nnnn on 

tha t the Lo e pr ePAra ti on of . 

17 Februru-y n~~ ~==~ing of the ./orl:~:a~=P~rt ~ t ha.s been learned 
officials r::i. th th can~elled Ol'ling to th Ollllll~ ttee arranged for 

e elect~on campaign , e preoccupa.tion of Farty 

continues "&O" o-c ·--
intcllcotua.ls". The ban on the repornng 'J• 

allegedly imposed by the 9ress, and lack of a regular income , lru~~~~~-------
difficulties encountered. 

3. DAILY WORKER BAZAAR 

Boroughs in the L .• ndon nreo. claim to have ra.ised ;:2, 054 out of a. 
target ~f g2. 100 from the Christmas Bazaars. 
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4. THE . ~\L.' n ca :.:rTTEE 

Thc crunpaign begun by the Communist J.arty 18 months ago against 
tho -use of Bri tish troops in Tialay!l l.o st most of i ts impetus during the 
latter ha lf of 1949. There are signs that as soon as the General Election 
is over i t vlill be prosscuted >:i th increa sed vigeur. At the beginning of 
Januo.ry 1950 a manifeste \7as issued by the Exeoutive Co:"ll'!l.i ttee of the i. ... arty 
d.emo.nding that .troops be wi thdrawn from "l!üaya e.nd that the .. '.alayan peoplc' s 
right t o nationo.l independenee bc recognised . 'I'his has been followed by 
tho f ormo.tion of a I,ialaya Commi ttc::o which is t o co-ordinate .i:'arty acti vi ties 
in the co.mpaign. Its merobers are J. 'at DJ!.VI!'m, H.B. LL•i, John DO\'.DING, 
Syd !\hUF!.:ANN, J ohn HOW.&tt and Jack ,;ODDIS. The inolusion of HORNER suggests 
tha t the J. arty intends to make a streng appeal to trade unions. 




