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TH: BRITISH CLeUNIST PARTY

October 1949

Tho month has been onc of exceptional activity for the Communist
Party, It has orpganised, through the British Pecoe Conmittee, Peace
demonstrations on 2 Ogtober and throughout the wesk-end of 22/2% October,
It has boon hoavily enpgaged in its proparations for the 21at National
Congress of the Party. Preparations for the General Hleotion have

ontinued, oandidates from the London area beinp presented to & meeting
in Trafalgar Square on 9 Octo““r. Snecial leaflets have been prepared
expounding Party policy on the subjecot of the econonic outs announced
regently by the Government. "\tnnn the Party, disciplinary measures
h:vL been takeon ags o fagti und guilty of deviationist and

i "t" tu}.'-'-‘:"" and isideration has been given to fhe re-
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the leade

vertebral
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uloer. The recent and o ture 4-'LHJ
have added significange to the anxiety f

POLICY.

The Party's reaction to the economic situation since devaluation has
been its gustonary one of calling upon the workers to defeat the attack
of the capitalist olass on theo liwving stondards and to demend that the
burden of the orisis be put on tho rich, Thoe cvoononia ocuts recently
announced are desoribed by the "Daily Vorker" asg the eatostrophe which
the Communist Party has prophesied sinoe 1945, and as excoeding the
"notorious" economy cuts of 1931, It has oriticised the Governuent
statement for proposing a microscopic out in nilitary expenditure and for
putting the wain hardships on the houeloss, tho badly housed, the children
and the sicgk. A prominent Comwnist in tho building trade h“u statoed
tha t the ocurtailment of thc housing progranme will raise the fear of

3 The cxhortation to work longer hours is condemmed by the

The Comiuni 2a is preparing & loaflet on this policy and its
effeats.

21st NATIC

The 21st National Congress of the Party will be held at St. George's
Hall, Liverpool, on 26 - 27 - 28 Novenber, 1949, Invitations have been
issued to the Press dnd to the 3.B.C. About K11 delegntes from the
Communist Party will attend. Represantation is baged on one delegate
per 150 members and three representatives fron each Distriot Comnittee.
The ocost per delegate is £4.10s.

Prelininary arrangenents for the Congress were in the hands of
lirs, Jnne SAXBY of Liverpool, but she has now handed over her duties to
Reuben FPALBER, assistant National COrgoniger of the Party, to whom all
communioations are to be addressed at Communist Party headquarters.




A draft ¥ : ; ) b
General Seoretary b be Sg ! acnbers of tho 1
Cormittce of the Party f consideration and 1incussjon
meeting of the Zxe Gut‘vb. its present fom the
seotions., In the section headed "The Comwunist qurtlun of Cap
Crisig" is ingluded the scntencc, "it is idle to speoulate on how the
rLVulufiun will ocome; +he main point should boe hwd to speed up the
process". It is thoupght that this nay have been ineluded to forestall
oritioism that the Party has social-donoorntic tendenoies: but the
passage ig of interest in that the revolutionary aime of the Party have
until now been given no emphasis in ite overt propaganda for many years,

THE, GINERAL EICTION.

Latest fipgurcs show *‘f‘-“t the Comrmnist Party now has in the field

nearly all of Of these no fewer than 33 will contest
the London consti nei
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c.or‘.atlt‘lc,ncies, and - able exception of Chesterfic

the loonl Party is cner: and well informed, many branches have
apparently little or no idea how to develop their campaigns and build
the Party, In some areas no constitucnoy coumittee has been formed:
others arc without an eleation agent; while many have not begun to face
the financial responsibilities involwved, 4 headguarters Offlcl 1 who
has Just returned from visiting constituecncies where Party members
nunbered 2,400 saild that the amount in the Zlegtion funds totallod .only
£210,

TH: FIGHT FOR PEACE

Approximately 1,000 delegates attended the Peace Congress during
the weekend 22/23% Qotober, Hesolutions passed were as follows: -

1. To make a protest at nn Dnbasgy during
the "war" mec the Anm n:'.‘ assadors
which began on Jgtober and gnand the dis-
bandment of t { : ase a :1:;:'1;0:;'\.:00\1.

To ocarry the mess he Congress to every
factory and hcue.

To form peace gon inked closely with the
"broad Labour iigvene f Great Britain".

To sce that every Parliamentary ocandidate in the
Geonerel Bleection receives and answers questions on
the "peace or war" issue.

To securc the co-operation of all national pence
orpenisations, and fo launch a peace ballot to
express "the LEo“uSt feelings of tho British people
in their desire for pcace 1n1 their detertiination
to ocutlaw war",




The Russian delegates to the Congress
Nicolas V, LATOVSKY: historian
Alexei SURKOQOV: poet and journalist;
editor-in-chief of "Ogonyk".
Pavlo TYCHINA Ukranian poet and translator.
Dmitri KABALEVSKY: composer; Stalin prizewinner.
I, FANYUSHKIN: searctary of the delegation.

The funds of the 3ritish Peace Committee hoeve improved somewhat
during the month, possibly as a result of the visit to this country of
Jean LAFTTTE, Tho offigial Party polioy towards the Peace Committee
and its activities is that therce should not be too much overt Party
aggooiation., The Commitice should coneuntrate on disseminating the
report on the Peace Congress; moetings should be organised an the
widest possible basis; and the issue of peage should be raised whenewver
possible in order to incline local orpanisations towards Party poliay,

THE COLdUNIST PLRTY &

1 Trades Union Conaross.

The Commnist Party was elated with tho results of its work at the

Scottish Trades Union Congress, which was held at the cnd of September,

nunber of resolutions moved or supported by Communist delsgates were
oarried, Thesc included resolutions demanding trade with the New
Demooragies, the nationalisation of ship-buildin;, road transport and
the building industry, and a purge of 'Tories' fram the Boards of
nationalised industries., The success of this last resolution, however,
did not prevent the garrying of a motion whioh attacked political
disorimination in private employment and the oivil service. liotions
or amendments attacking devaluation, the ban placed on the Scottish
U,3,8,R, Sooiety by the General Council of the BSoottish T.U.C,, and
rearmament, were defeated, but substantinl votes were recorded in their
favour: 205 to 228 in the case of the fiwst, 104 to 170 in the oase
of the second, and 139 to 183 in the case of the third.

William PEARSON, the scoretary of tho Soottish Area of the
National Union of liineworkers, and & woll-known mnember of the Communisg
Party, was cleoted as the ncw President of the Scottish T,U.C. Singe
however he was Vige-President of the Scottish T.U.C. in 1943, it is
believed that his clection to the office of Presidont followed more or
less as a matter of course, and thereforc does not signify any special
support for hinm by the Congress delegates.
sotivitics anons Dockers.

The first numbers of two new publioations, the "Port Yorkers' News"
and the "Portworkers' Clarion", were issucd in the Port of London during
the month of October, both being printed by the sauc firm of printers,
The former is published by the London Portworkcrs' Committee, the body
formed from the "Lock-Out Committee" whioh led the London dockers in
their strike carlier this ycar, while the lattor is published by the
Portworkors' Rank and File Committee, It appoars, howover, that the
publication of these two journals, issucd with the same ostensible
purposc, refleots & clash between the Commnist and Trotskyist factions
in the London docks; the first being represented by such Comiunist
Party members as Ted DICKENS, Vicotor MARNEY and lrnest THOMAS, the second
by Bert AYLWARD, the well-known extremist, and his brother Robert Henry
AYLWARD, It is believed that the two AYLWARDs are being assisted in
their vanture by the Revolutionary Comaunigt Party, It is reported that
the politiocal rivalry betwecn thesc two factions is intonse and that both
will endeavour to exploit any disputc that may arise in dockland in order
to gain the balance of power.




DISCIE

Seven i
London Distri
activities". harged h having orpo
opposition to Party policy and leadership 1C
for being ins iciently revolutionary and fo auviny SOGl&l dumccratio
tunr.lunoic:;. ne of se disudisseod, Ton DELL, is aiployed by "Soviet
Weekly", 1 ed b Press Departuent of the Soviet tmbassy, where

-

he GDHtihUuq to work de pite his rift with the Comnunist Party.

The leadership of the Party is exceedingly snxious lost indiseipline
spreads, and believes that the alleped Gm'm',uti.'f'nov Just uncovered is not
oonfined to London, Heasures for tightening up the Party's seoqurity are

being considered, as is the reoconstitution of bhu Control Conission.

LONDCN DISTRICT HEALRH ADVISCRY CCLiiTTEE OF THE CC LUNIST PARTY.

don 'J’Lstriot Health Advisory Committee of the
"the health servioc

inl denocraay"

A cany;

liore deuiocracy in the administration of the health
servioe,

The developient of hone nursing schenes,

Imnedinte inereascs of wapes for nurscs ond student
mirses and bettermient of conditions

Restoration of the priority dental service

=

The methods to be used to realisc these danands werc as follows: -

(a) Anmongst heali

and demooratia

s to supply
1tz on key issues.

To continue the ficht for better pay and
condition:

, organised ;roups of the Labour i.ovement

Trades Council consultative coumittees to

keep in touch with hospital Lanagemnent
committees,

co-operate with health workers in the
1] better pay and oconditions,

schomes for henlth oentres,
of the health scervices, and
wintuin pressure for these




-5 -
1ise petitions and lobby Councillors
for the donands,

To obtain thc support of the dootors and persuade
then to voice their denands to looal Councillors,
i,P,s and Executive Counoils,

At r private neceting addressed by John 14HON on 6 fctobcr nine
doators agreed to raise £1,000 towards the Party's Jondtm.ulcotlon
fund,

THE NATIONAL CULTURAL COMMTITES OF TH.3 COitUNIST PARTY.

4L oonflerenoc was held by thc National Cultiral Comnittee of the
Communist Party at Seaver Iall, E.C.3,, on 2,/25 SGthPP”r The
conferenoce on 2/ Septouber wa D,un to thosc holding dolopate
oredentials and was attended by 124 ropresentatives of Party oultural
groups,

The necessity for organised work in order to prepare material for
use by the Party in the educational, propngenda, and cleootion fields
was stressed and as a rc"”1+ *qn Ve rlku oultural goimmittoes are already
demanding ore purposeful work on the part of their uembers,

Ain open meetinz on 25 Septenl was addressed by i BURNS as
wan of the ckn.°” noe, de w attontion to > main considerations
tﬂxbn into account for the imediate future:-

weribers should pay speaial attention to the struggle
for peacc and om,J.Ld work for the iritish Peaoce
Committee

Owing to the approach of o Gencral Bleotion members
of the Spuol_lLdt croups should try to bring their
work into relcotien with the general work of the
Party.

& STUDEVI
National Students' Conforence.

3 Conference of the Communist Party took plase
in London on 17/18 b Approximately 64 delegates attended,
representing 28 Party branches, topether with fraternal delegates from
the Young Comunist League, uﬂC Commnist Party and the students of
Canada and Ireland. 4 report - "Students and the Politiocal Situation" -
was preparcd for the confercnce by the Party Politiocal Comiittee, and
gave, at some length, an analysis of world and student affairs, Its
suggestions were embodied in a draft rosolution supplied to the delegates
which was aggepted, with little alteration, as a 6-point programme for
the coming year, urging various edugctional reforms and unity in the
Student Hovetent, George : ATTHEWS, who attended as the represcntative
of the Party lixeoutive Committee, oriticised the Conference discussion
in his report to the Political Committee as insufficiently practical, as

ailing to appreciate the role of the National Union of Students and the

Student Labour Federation, and as over-euphasising differenges between Party

students and the Y.C.L. The National Students' Conference will be asked
to discuss these quostions further and to refer them if nccessary to the
Political Comnittee.




The National Youth iHdvisory Coimittee

4 National Youth Advisory Committeo neeting of the Comnunist Party
(ohairman George HATTHETS, secorotary John HOSTIPTLIR) wes held in London
on 25 September, and was attended by reorescntatives from 14 Party
distriots, together with leading Young Commanist Leaguc and student
gomrades, A report was presented by Dill BR™IS on "Youth and the
General Eleotion" and by John HPSTITTLER on "3Building the Y.C,L," The
resolutions of the Conmittee included a deoision to inorease the
influence of the League in industry and to organise Youth Brigades to
assist the “arty in those constitucncics whioh it will contest in the
General illeaotion,

THE POPLI's

RiSS PRINDNG 5CCILTY

The eighth half-yearly rcport of the People's Press Printing Sogiety
Ltd, gives as the reason for the need to extend the sales of the "Daily
“orker" the urpgent necessity for ‘exposing the policy of the Govermment
which threatens the indejendence of Britanin and spells coonomic disasfer
for the people. The report will shortly be presented to the Sogiety's
shareholders at meetings throughout the U.K.

itembership of the Society, which has inorcosed by 339 since the last
half-yearly report, is shown in the report as 29,890, which inoludes
29,123 individuals and 767 organisations. Sharce ocapital stands at
216,882, loan advances total 324,501, and non-interest bearing loan
capital advonoed by the fiznting fund is °5 ,985; total capital resocurges
are shown, without full rcgard to the densnds of nathematical acouracy,

s £241,378.

The report expresses pride at the Socicty's achievement in having only
onge failed to reach the monthly turcet of 23,500 for the fighting fund.
It emphasises, nevertheless, that this figurc is the bare mininua, and
that the Committee is relying on the sum of ©9,500 from the Christmas
bazaars which will allow the Sceiety to "break even for the year and
avoid the need to draw on our reserves ng we had to do in 1948",

A new organisation called "The Sueinlist Fellowship" was formed,
under the influence of the Revolutionary Comaunist Party, in July 1949,
It was financed and orgsnised by a zroup known ns "Victory for Scciclism",
ilembership of the new organisation iz confined to ILabour Party members,

The provisional comuittee of the crpanisation passed a resolution
in July that "An Associati-n of Labour arty meanbers be formed, to be
ocalled the Scoialist Fellowship, with the obJeot of working within the
movement for accelerating the speed with which we work towards the
attainment of a socialist socciety". The aims of the orponisation are the
attainment of (2) the socialisation of the whole economnic system, (b)
eontrol of industry by workers and technicizns, and (c) the abolifion of
the inequalities of income distribution. The Fellowship stands for
"internationalism ingluding the establishment of a Socialist Burope,
complete colonial liberation, the equality of all peoples regardless of
race and colour, and the prevention of war'.

Local groups of the Fellowship have been formed in North London,
Scuth London (to include Surrey) , »ast London (to include Dssex), Reading,
Luton, Nottingham, Sheffield, Manahertaer and Liverpool. These groups are
now divided into branches within their rospoctive localities, There has
been a good attendance and response at the early moetings held by some of
these groups.






