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No . E . 469 . 
ONDE:"WE!U> : Eaandelijkse overzichte~npelend . 

1. Lang ge~acht en toer gekregen!! 

2. liierbij de maandelijkse overzichten Engeland van Juli -
December 1949 en Januari 115l. 
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SEC RE 

TBE BRITISH C<ll.ill-ITST PARTY. 

September 1 94;2, 

POLICY. 

In tho devaluation of the pound tho Corrnunist Pcu-ty seos a 
further o.ttaok by the agents of capitalisu on the living standards 
of the ,.,erkers. .A statemt.nt issued by tho No.tional Executive of the 
Colit.\unist Party on 1 9 September deolared that devaula.tion would lead 
to even grea.ter sacrifioes by the pooplo and would hasten the dovelop
nont of r.1ass unemployr.1ent. This polioy, i t oontinued, "must be 
fought a.nd def'oated by the poople of Bri ta.in if a worse crisis than 
that of 1931 is to be a.vertod and our national indepcmdonce restored"; 
the only alternative to what was describod as "tho prosent disastrous 
oourso" \?as tho policy of tho Cot:nwrl.st Party. Of particular interest 
ware the stater.1onts that the ~~llest support should be given to rail
way r.1en o.nd to the Coni'ederation of Ship-building and Engineering 
Unions in their der.~ands for wago increases and that "all trade unionists 
should now go into action to fight for incrcasod wages 1 both to offset 
the effects of rising priocs and as part of the fight to l!l.i.tigate the 
affects of the devclophïg sluup by raising the purohasing power of thc 
werkers". 

PiillPARATIONS FOR THE GENERAL ELOOTION. 

Bcoauso of tho p::>litioa l si tuation arising fl'Om the devo.Jua tien of 
tho pound, Harry POLLITT has wo.mod District CaiDittees of the Ca:nwrl.st 
Party to bo prepared for a general election this year. Emphasising the 
faat that eaah aonstituency nust be finanoially independent and 
rca:;?onsiblo for the doposi t of 81 .50 in o.ddi ti on to the exponses of the 
oElllpaign, POLLITT sa.id that , in spito of the wo.rning at the meeting of 
thc Extended Exocu ti vo Col:ll:li ttee earllor this yeo.r , the amount in the 
election fund of sooe constituenoios was leas than ~2 . 

The Education Departuent of t he Cor:1l:1Unist Party has arranged courses 
for Pnrty candidates and elcotion agcnts . These \'lill be held fron 
24 Ootober to 25 Noveober and early in December. 

3. 'lHE FIGHT FOR PEl\CE. 

The Bri tish Peaoe Coaai ttee. 

Tbe peaoe oaopaign of the Comu.nist Party is oonducted through the 
British Peaoe CCXJI:Jittec. This was fomed in ... iune 1949 as a result of 
the Po.ris World Peaoc Congress of April 1949, at whioh del egates wer e 
instruoted, as part of the interno.tional peaoe oanpaign1 t o fom 
nntional peace oor:nittees in tho oountries which thoy represented. The 
Bri tish Peaoe Comi ttee is the succossor to tho Bri tish Cultural 
Ca'Jtli tteo for Peace, whioh was fomed in Novaober 1 948 af'ter the Congross 
of Intelleot'~als held at Wroolaw . Its chaiman is J .G. CROWTHER, t he 
t roasurors aro D. N', PRITT and Tho~:~as RUSSELL, and L;rs. J oyoe SL~ is i t s 
ful J.... t i r.1o Seorotary. Tho L:xeoutivo o<l:lprisos two full- titlo officials of 
t ho Canr.lUilist Party 1 6 prooinent tro.do unionists who aro ueobers of the 
Conr.\uni st Part y , 4 wenen, one of whorl is a Party mouber, the Seoretary of 
the Bri tish Sov.i. et Society, who is a nom.bar of the Communist Party, and 
3 well- knovm follow- travollors . In a.ddition to these listod abovo there 
are 46 full oeobers of the Connitteo, tho l~jority of whoo a r e either 
Party oeobers or fellow- travellers. A fe~v looal organisations , suoh as 
poo.ce oomoittees , trade oouncils 1 and t radeunion branches, ar e 
"assooiate organisations" . 
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Tho organisntion of tho Peaoa Congrcss to be hold in London on 
22 - 23 Ootober has boen doscribod in Party oirolos as "the ?caoo 
Cot.ni ttco 1 s oost ioportant t ask", nnd Coouunist Party hcadquarters has 
boen assisting in the prcpnrntions. Tho Culturnl Corutrl.ttee o.nd tho 
Or.:;anisation Deparn:1ent of the C<XIUU'list Party havo both oiroulariscd 
Districts instruoting thco to oompilo lists of organisations and of 
solootod individuals to bc invitod to tho Congross. Although nany 
invi tations havo been sent out by t ho COUll.rl. tteo, tho nut1bor of 
noooptanoos has boon disnppointing, It wno hopod th,;1.t 1 1 000 
doloentos would a.ttcnd thc Congros a, but by 1 9 Sopteober only 64 had 
boon olootod. 

~'he Cor.m ttoo is nnx:i.ous about tha stnto of its finanocs. This 
is not surprising sinoo nssoointe mor:1bors of the Conu:ri.ttoo subsoribe 
only 1 /-, whi lst thoso who wish to roooi vo tho inforrotion rulletin 
subsoribc 5/-. The f oroign vis i tors \/ho nro to be invi tod to thc 
Congraas ara reg~rdcd ns n finanoial liability, sinoc thcywill be 
tho non-pnying guests of tho Counittoe . Additiona.l finnnoial 
onxioty hns been cnuscd by thc request of thc ~orld Pcaoc Coonittoe 
fora subscription fral tho British oomittoo of 1,000,000 fro.nos • 

International Pcaoo Dgy 

In tho secend infol'tl:ltion rulletin issuod by thc Pca.oe Cormttoo, 
it is stnted: "Ylhercvor possiblo, looa.l ncotings, big or soall, 
indoor or outdoor 1 should bo held on Snturde.y Ootober 1 st ••••• 
Sundny ( Ootober 2nd) ooming o.nd ovonil'\g should soc l oonl da::1onstrntions, 
while l~onday Ootober 3rd will be oonseorntcd to a spooial day of penoe 
notions in faotori es, schools 1 colloges , cto. 11 In the London area i t 
has boen deoided to hold a ~arch froo Hyde Park to the Ccnotnph. Jean 
~\FITTE, General Sccretnry of the World Poaoe Comoittee, has recently 
visited Londen~ and it scans likely that h~ persuaded tho British 
Ootmdttoc to oake ooro native propar ations to onsure the suoocss of tho 
dcr.~onotration. 

The Peaoo Bus 

Although tho Cout:unist Party appears to rogard tho tour of the 
Poaoe Bus orgnnisod by tho International Woraan 1 s Dny Cor.1nittoe in July 
as n suooosa, and is priding i tsolf on hnving "brought now hope nnd oon
f'idenoe to thoU3ands of wonen" , finanoially the tour has been a failure. A 
totnl of approxiontely .. ~Z625 was colloctod during tho fortnight, but, 
nftor oxpenses hnd been paid 1 tho bnla.nco was n nero ~13. 

THE Nl,TIQNAL ~SH CCiflliTTEE. 

To counter what the Cor:nunist Party belioves to bo a widcspread 
feeling in Jcwish oirolos thnt tho Soviot Union and New Dooooraaies 
nro anti-Sorxitio 1 nativo stops a re being taken to rovivo Party influonoe 
ooongst Jew~s. Presenting a roport frou tho Nntional Exeoutive of tho 
Ccnt:lUllist Party to a Jewish Conforenoo on 1 Soptonbar a t the Boaver 
Hall, Phil PIRATIN said that the now polioy of tho Cor:lï·1unist Party was 
to concentrato on ~ark in Jewish organisntiana which had a onss oharaotor. 
Party nctivity should oentra on tho Jowish ox- sorviacmon•s organisation 
and its off- shoots 1 whioh should inoludo tho "43 Group" and the British 
Logion, youth orga.nisa.tion, and oultural nnd friondly soaietios . Tho 
Ooor~ist Party should ondonvour to soouro offioo in these organiae.tiona 
with the evcntual object of onpturing noro soats on the Jowish Board of 
Guardia.ns. 

The old Nationa1 Jewish Cor.mittee of tho C<X.Jnunist Party bas boen 
dissolvod and a new oor.nittoo of 21 neobers appointed. Its seoretary 
is 1\ bo IJ1ZARIJS, whilst ?hil PIRATIN ia to not o.s i ts ohnircan. The 
new oa:JDittee will be responsiblo for roviving tho "Jewish Clnrion". 
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THE ca.LTINIST ?ARl'Y illiD THE RAIIJ:IAY DISRJTg:). 

lifter the rejootion, on 8 Scptcnbor, of the railwayt1en 's v1ago 
olair.1 by tho Govornuent-nppointod Conoilio.tion Board, rosolutions 
dcmanding "work- to-rule11 or strike action woro po.ssed by branches of 
tho Nationnl Union of Railwaynon in vo.ri.ous pa.rts of the country. 
Mombers of thc Co~~unist 2arty wero activo in saveral of these areas, 
notably Warrington, Glasgow, Dundoe and London. In tho Warrington 
area saveral Party ooobers tri.od to ao.uso stoppages, whilo two 
oeetings of looal ro.ilwaymon woro do~unated by Party memhers or 
sympathisors . The seoretary and sovoral of the memhers of one of 
tho N.U. R. branches in the area o.ro knovm Po.rty members, as aro 
Dnvid Bow.MAN, tho chairoan, and AlexandorV~ON, the seoretary, 
of the Dundeo branoh of thc N. U .R.; both these bro.nohes took 11work
to-rule11 or strike o.otion. Aoool':'di.na to the "Daily Workor" BOYMAN and 
'WILLIAI!SON o.ddressed an open lot ter to all ro.ilway workers , attacking 
the dooieion of the Conoiliation Board and demo.nding a national 
tokon stoppage. In Glnsgow a lending Cocr.umi.st railwaym.an, .Andrew 
B.ARR, was po.rtioularly aotive . Sevoral ucnbers of tho Londen 
District Counoil of the N.U .R., whioh organisod tho mass oeeting on 
1 9 Soptaubar at whioh i t \7as dooidod to 11 co-slow" frot:1 nidnight on 
21 Soptcnbor, are knoon Pnrty oeobers or sympa.thisers. Sid BID7ELL, 
who mny havo 1oft the Rovolutionary Ccrnmunist Party for the Conmunist 
P::trty, and llrthur GREEN, who have both been partioularly aotive, are 
membars of the Excoutivc Coa:û ttoc of tho CO'.moil, as is ïfilliam 
Horgon ïliLLI.tllfS; Ton :JIE!IRNE, a uembor of the Counoil, is also a 
Party m<nber. 

Tho Cc)!JmtUl].st Po.rty was hopoful of sproa.ding the "go- slow" LlOVe
nont in the Londen area through i ts 550 menbars in tho N .u . R. in Londen. 
But it was ill- proparcd o.nd aohievod littlo, for only 100 of the 
oenhors roooivcd a.ny cuido.nco. It is known, howaver, that Peter 
KERHIGiill, the Party's No.tional Organisor, who is in charge of rails 
work 1 held o. necting of ro.ilway ooLl!'ados at Party headquarters on 1 5 
Soptot'lber . Those attending inoJuded Too llHE..'IRNE and llrthur RIDYARD 
a noober of the Exeouti ve Cor.n:d ttoe of t ho N. U .R., who is in constant 
touch wi th the Party. ;,t least one othor suoh üleeting was pr obably 
held, and a ooeting of those Party borough seorotaries who have soma 
OCI'Ulcotion wi th rails werk is bollevod to have been held on 14 Sept-
wbor. A ooeting of railway ropr osentativos from Party Distriots, 
howovor, is not to tako plaoe befare 15 Ootobor; a prepuratory r.1eeting 
of railway ocobors in Londen is to take plaoo on 6 October. Party 
propaganda has boen, and will be, dircoted to oonvinoo the railwaymen 
that only by action will thoy got what thcy want. The Party is 
bollevod to have been active in fostori.ng, though not openly, the 
"work-to- rulo" oomtûttees fomod nt oertain railway depots , while on 
the oorning befare the Londen "go-slow" was ëlue to start the Earls 
Court branch of the Party distribut cd 1 , .5000 oopios of a leaflet 
supporting thc railwaynen in their proposed aotion. 

THE CCiliHUNIST P.ARTY t.ND THE TRADES UNION CONGRllSS. 

In spit o of i ts pro _')O.rntions tho COI:lmunist Party a.ohieved li ttlo 
at tho Trados Union Congrcss at Bri.dlington. It now has no represont .. 
ativo on tho General Cnunoil of the T.U.C., sinoo II.F. PAPWORTH, who 
was previously the only ?o.rty lJcnbcr on thc Oounoil, was not ro-nominated 
for olootion. 

Soventy Party neubors are known to havo attondod the Congress o.s 
dolega tos . 
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7. PROGRESSIVE Ta.JRS LTD. 

PROGRESSIVE TOURS ~. was registorcd as a private oonpany on 
11 Ha.roh 1948 undor oertifionto nw:1bor 450807 to oo.rry on business 
o.s t ouriet o.nd t r avol agente . Tho nor.lino.l oapito.l of thc compa.ny is 
t1 00 and the dirooters n.ro .:.lfrod Frodoriok GRIJIDJ1J:AN (No.tional 
Troasurer of tho Cor.:tnunist ?arty) , .Jo.ncs GR.W ( Cor.lli1unist Party .Aooount
l\nt) and Lo:.ds K..JOOON, T.hc rogistorod o:f':f'ioes o:f' the oompany aro at 
81 , Chanoery Lano , ïf.C,2,, but business is oo.rriod on fron Louis 
KENTON's flat at 1, Gunncrsbury !iansions, 586, High Rond, Chiswiok, 
London, W .4. Tho foundation o:f' tho oompany was tho outoano o:f' dis
oussions held by thc Orgo.nisation Dopartncnt of tho Co~.unist Po.rty, 
whioh, imprcssod by the suoocss o:f' the visit of several hundred Party 
1'!'10\abers to Paria in July 1947, wishad to put the arrangoments for this 
nnnual visit on a proper business footing and to inaugur ate conduotod 
tours f or Party oember s anu synpathisers to othor oountrics. 

In 1948 thc following tours wero p lanncd by tho naw ooopo.ny: .. 

(a) Holiday in Yueoslo.via , 1 2-27 Juno 1948, at en 
inolusivo oost of ~35. 

(b) Roliday in P~ris , inoluding pnrtioipntion in 
Bnstillc Dny celebrations, 10-17 July 1948, at 
an inolusi vc oost of .t1 5.1 5. Od. 

(o) Holiday in Czcchoslovnkia, 1-15 J'mgust 1948, 
at an inolusivc oost of S35. 

Only tho Paria visit m.nteria lisod. It wns , however, regarded as 
a graat suooess both fino.n.oially and poli tioally. Nearly 1 

1
000 

ooarades and synpathiscrs took part, and a spocio.l boat and spooial 
tro.ins transportod thc po.rty. 

This yoar the o.nnual visit t o Po.ris for Bastille Day has agatn 
boen tho prinoipal un.dortnking of thc oor.1pany. In addition a short 
trip was arranged to cnn.blc 'tfolsh ninors to a t.tend the Rugby Union 
international oatoh in Pnris betwoon :&'rance nnd 'Wales • and on 3 Sept
cmbozo 1949 a party o:f' 80 lc:f't tho U .K. to spond a t'ortnight at Sastri 
Poncnto ncar Gonoa, undor o.rro.ngcoonts nade by the oot:lpany. 

PROGRESS:rv:G TOORS Ill'D. oodget tor a pr ofit ot )0/- por head on 
oaOh tourist, although it secns that only tho Paria trip shows a net 
prof'i t of as woh as this, i)rofi ts on othor t ours boing laregl.y offset 
by overhead expenses, 

Tho profits froo tho ?uris t rip this yonr waro nllooated na 
tollows:-

1, To oaoh ?arty District 9/- f or oo.oh taurist 
froo the District , 

2. ~he rnoaindcr was dividod cquo.l ly botweon the 
'1Dai ly Werker" o.ncl ?nl'ty hcn.dqunrtora, aoounting 
to about ~385 eaoh. 

The tot al profits wcro over ~ , 1 00. 

The aotivities o:f' ?ROGRESSIVZ TOURS Dr.D. o.ro direoted and oon
trGlled by the Organisation Dopartcent at Party Headquartcrs and Louis 
KENrON is noroly o. full-tine pa.icl ?arty official who ~ttenda to the 
praotioal details of orgnnising tho tours. 
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SE.CRE.T 

- 5 -

8 • THE YOUNG CCllillNIST l..Ef1GUE. 

At o. National Comr.rittce hocting held on 18 SoptEObcr, Harry 
FULLITI' wo..s invited to bocene ?resident of the League , Joe CL.t',RKE 
was oo-optod to the National Coonüttoe nnd Bo.rbara ?URKESS was 
oleoted National Treasurer. 

An Organisation Sub-OorJr,li ttee ho.a boen set up to dcnl wi th 
questions of finnnoe, merabership and the publioo.tion of an Organisa-
tion Bulletin. Its first meoting was t o be held on Soptamber 17. 
Diok NErTLl!."'TON, Peter THOMPSON, Joe OLARC w1<.1 Bo.rbara roRKESS woro 
invitod by Ron LEVEN to attcnd. 




