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THE BRITISH COL.UNIST PARTY.

September 1949.

POLICY,

In the devaluation of the pound the Communist Party sees a
further attack by the agents of ocapitalist on the living standards
of the workers, A statement issued by the National Exeoutive of the
Comaunist Party on 19 September declared that devaulation would lead
to even greater sacrifices by the people and would hasten the develop-
nent of mass unemployment. This policy, it contimued, "must be
fought and defoated by the people of Britain if a worse orisis than
that of 1931 is to be averted and our national independence restored";
the only alternative to what was desoribed as "the present disastrous
oourse" was tho policy of the Commnist Party. Of particular interest
were the statements that the fullest support should be given to rail-
way men and to the Confederation of Ship-building and Engineering
Unions in their demands for wage inoreases and that "all trade unionists
should now go into action to fight for inorcased wages, both to offset
the effects of rising prices and as part of the fight to mitigate the
effecats of the developing slump by raising the purchasing power of the
workers" .,

PREPARATIONS FOR THE GENERAL ELECTION,

Beocause of the polifical situation arising from the devaluation of
the pound, Harry POLLITT has warned District Comittees of the Comunist
Party to be prepared for a gencral eleotion this year, Emphasising the
fact that each constituency must be finangially independent and
responsible for the deposit of £150 in addition to the expenses of the
canpaign, POLLITT seid that, in spite of the warning at the meeting of
tho Dxtonded Excoutive Coumittee earlior this year, the emount in the
eleation fund of some constituencies was less than £2,

The Education Departnent of the Commmunist Party has arranged oourses
for Party candidates and eleotion agents. These will be held from
24 October to 25 November and early in Deccuber.

THE FIGHT FOR PEACE,

The British Peace Committee.

The peace oampaign of the Coummunist Party is conducted through the
British Peace Comittee. This was fomed in June 1949 a&s a resulf of
the Paris World Peace Congress of April 1949, at which delegates were
instructed, as part of the international peaceé canpaign, to form
national peacge cormmittees in the countries which thoy represented. The
British Peage Comiittee is the sucgessor to the British Cultural
Comnittec for Peace, which was fomed in November 1948 after the Congress
of Intelleatuals held at Wroclaw. Its chaiman is J.G. CROWIHER, the
treasurors are D.N, PRITT and Thomas RUSSELL, and krs, Joyoe SiITH is it{s
full-tine Seorctary. The Ixeoutive compriscs two full-time officials of
the Commnist Party, 6 proninent trade unionists who are neubers of the
Communist Party, 4 wonen, one of whon is a Party wember, the Seoretary of
the British Soviet Soociety, who is a member of the Communist Party, and
3 well-known follow-travellors, In addition to those listod ebove there
are 46 full nembers of the Comitteo, tho majority of whon are either
Party members or fellow-travellers, A few local organisations, sugh as
peage comnittees, trade councils, and trade union branches, are
"associate organisations",
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The organisation of the Peage Congress to be held in London on
22 - 23 Oatober has boen desoribed in Party oircles as "the Peace
Committec's most important task", and Comaunist Party headquarters has
been assisting in the preparations, The Cultural Committee and the
Organisation Departaent of the Commnist Party have both ciroularised
Distriots instruoting then to oompile lists of organisations and of
sclectod individuals to be invited to the Congress. Although many
invitations have becn scnt out by the Comaittee, the number of
agocptances has been disappointing, It was hoped that 1,000
delogates would attend the Congress, but by 19 Sceptenbor only 64 had
been elocted,

The Committce is anxious about the state of its finanoces, This
is not surprising since associate maombers of the Committec subscribe
only 1/-, whilst thosc who wish to reoooive the information bulletin
subsaribe 5/-. The forecign visitors who are to be invited to the
Congress arc regarded as a financial liability, since they will be
the non-paying guests of the Coumittee, Additional finangial
anxicety has been caused by the request of the World Peace Camittece
for a subscription fran tho British comnittce of 1,000,000 francs,

Intcmational Peage Day

In the second information bulletin issuecd by the Peace Coumittee,
it is stated: "Wherever possible, local meetings, big or small,
indoor or outdoor, should be held on Saturday October 18t .....
Sunday (October 2nd) morning and evening should see local deaonstrations,
while Monday October 3rd will be gonseorated to a spocial day of peace
actions in faotories, schools, oolleges, eto." In the London arca it

as been degided to hold a march from Hyde Park to the Cenotaph. Jean
LAFITTE, Gencral Sccretary of the World Peage Comnittee, has rccently
visited London, and it scems likely that he persuaded the British
Committee to nmake more active preparations to ensure the success of the
demonatration.

The Peaoe Bus

Althouph the Commnist Party appears to rogard the tour of the
Peace Bus organised by the International Women's Day Coumittec in July
as a suocess, and is priding itsclf on having "brought new hope and gon-
fidence to thousands of wonen", financially the tour has been a failure, A
total of approximately £625 was collected during tho fortnight, but,
aftor expenses had been paid, the balance was a mero £13.

THE NATIONAL JEWISH CORIITTEE.

To counter what the Communist Party belicves to be a widespread
feeling in Jewish circles that tho Sovict Union and New Dermocracies
are anti-Semitic, active stops arc being teken to revive Party influcnce
anongst Jews. Presonting a roport fron tho National Executive of tho
Conmunist Party to a Jewish Conflerence on 1 Soptonboer at the Beaver
Hall, Phil PIRATIN said that the now polioy of the Commnist Party was
to concentrate on work in Jewish organisations whioch had a mass charactor,
Party activity should contre on tho Jewish ex-serviccmen's organisation
and its off-shoots, which should includo the "43 Group" and thae British
Legion, youth organisation, and cultural and friondly societios. Tho
Communist Party should endeavour to seourc office in these organisations
with the eventual objceat of ocapturing riore seats on the Jewish Board of
Guardians,

The old National Jewish Comnittee of the Coomunist Party has boen
dissolved and a new comittec of 21 members appointed., Its seoretary
is Abe LAZARUS, whilst Phil PIRATIN is to act as its chairman, The
new camittee will be responsible for reviving the "Jewish Clarion",
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After the rejection, on 8 Septenber, of the railwaymen's wage
olain by the Governnent-appointed Congiliation Board, resolutions
demanding "work-to-rule" or strike action were passed by branches of
tho National Union of Railwayman in various parts of the country.
Nombers of the Comaunist Party were aotive in several of these areas,
notably Warrington, Glasgow, Dundee and London. In the Warrington
area several Party members tried to cause stoppages, while two
meetings of local railwaymen were dominated by Party members or
gympathisers, The searetary and several of the members of one of
the N.U.R. branches in the arca are known Party members, as are
David BOWMAN, the chaimman, and Alexandor WILLIAMSON, the seoretary, -
of the Dundee branch of the N,U.R,; both these branches took "work-
to-rule" or strike action., According to the "Daily Worker"™ BOWMAN and
WILLIAMSON addressed an open letter to 2ll railway workers, attacking
the decision of the Coneiliation Board and demanding a national
token stoppage, In Glaspow & leading Communist railwayman, Andrew
BiRR, was particularly active. Several members of the London
District Council of the N.U,R,, which organised the mass meeting on
19 Septeaber at which it was decided to "go-slow" from midnight on
21 September, are known Party menbers or sympathisers, Sid BIDWELL,
who may have left the Revolutionary Communist Party for the Communist
Party, and Arthur GREEN, who have both been particularly active, are
members of the Exceoutive Committoe of the Council, as is William
Horgen WILLIALS; Tom JHEARNE, a nembor of the Council, is also a
Party manber,

The Communist Party was hopeful of sproading the "go-slow" move-
nent in the London area through its 550 manbers in the N,U.R, in London,
But it was ill-prepared and achieved little, for only 100 of the
nenbers received any guidance, It is known, however, that Peter
KERRIGAN, the Party's National Organisor, who is in charge of rails
work, held a neeting of railway comrades at Party headquarters on 15
Septomber, Those attending ingluded Tom JHEARNE and Arthur RIDYARD
a menbor of the Executive Comnittee of the N.U.R,, who is in oonstant
touch with the Party, .t least one other such meeting was probably
held, and a neeting of those Party borough seorctaries who have some
caneotion with rails work is believed to have been held on 14 Sept-
eaaber, A noeting of railway ropresentatives from Party Distriots,
however, is not to takc place before 15 October; a preparatory meeting
of railway membors in London is to takc place on 6 Ogtober. Party
propaganda has been, and will be, dircocted to convince the railwaymen
that only by action will they get what they want, The Party is
believed to have been active in fostering, though not openly, the
"work-to-rule" committces formed at certain railway depots, while on
the morning before the London "go-slow" was due to start the Earls
Court branch of the Party distributed 1,5000 copies of a leaflet
supporting the railwaymen in their proposed aotion.

THE CQHI{UNIST PARTY AND THE TRADES UNION CONGRESS.

In spite of its preparations the Communist Party achieved little
at the Trades Union Congress at Bridlington., It now has no reprosent-
ativo on the General Council of the T,U.C., since A,F, PAPWORTH, who
was previously the only Party nember on the Gounoll, was not re~-nominated
for eleation.

Soventy Party nembors are known to have attended the Congress as
delegates,




PROGRESSIVE TOURS LID.

PROGRESSIVE TOURS LTD. was registeored as a private company on
11 Haroh 1948 under certifiocate number 450807 to carry on business
as tourist and travel agents. The nominal capital of the company is
28100 and the direotors are 41fred Frodorick GRANDJEAN (National
Treasurer of the Communist Party), James GRAY (Communist Party Account-
ant) and Louis KENTON, The rogisterod offices of the company arc at
81, Chancery Lanc, /.C,2., but business is ocarried on from Louis
KENTON*s flat at 1, Gumersbury iansions, 586, High Road, Chiswick,
London, W,4, Tho foundation of the company was the outoome of dis-
oussions held by the Organisation Departuent of the Comaunist Party,
whioch, impressed by the success of the visit of several hundred Party
menbers to Paris in July 1947, wished to put the arrangements for this
annual visit on a proper business footing and to inaugurate conducted
tours for Party members and sympathisers to other countries.

In 1948 the following tours were planned by the new company: -

(a) Holiday in Yugoslavia, 12-27 June 1948, at an
inolusive cost of £35.

(b) Holiday in Paris, inoluding participation in
Bastille Day cclebrations, 10-17 July 1948, at
an inclusive cost of £15.15,04d,

(o) Holiday in Czechoslovakia, 1-15 jAugust 1948,
at an inclusive gost of £35,

Only the Paris visit moterialised, It was, however, regarded as
a groat success both financially and politically., Nearly 1,000
eonrades and synpathisers took part, and a special boat and spegial
trains transportod the party,

This yoar the annual visit to Paris for Bastillec Day has agaein
been the principal undertaking of the gompany. In addition a2 short
trip was arranged to cnablc Weolsh minors to agfend the Rugby Union
international match in Paris betwoen Frence and Vales, and on 3 Sept-
embor 1949 a party of 80 left tho U.K. to spond a fortnight at Sestri
Ponento noar Genoa, under arrangements made by the company,

PROGRESSIVE TOURS ITD, budget for a profit of 30/~ por head on
cach tourist, although it scoms that only tho Paris trip shows a net
profit of as mmch as this, profits on othor tours being laregly offset
by overhead expenses,

The profits from the Paris trip this year were allocated as
follows: -

1. To cach Party District 9/- for cach tourist
fron the District,

2¢ The remsindor was dividoed cequally butween the
"Daily Worker" and Party headquarters, anmounting
to about £3%85 cach.

The total profits were over 21,100,

The activities of PROGRESSIVEZ TOURS LID, are dircoted and oon=-
trolled by the Organisation Department at Party Headquarters and Louls
KENTON 1s merely a full-tine paid Party offlcial who attends to the
practioal dotails of organising the tours.
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THE YOUNG CGHUNIST LEAGUE.

ttee licoting held on 18 Scptember, Harry
POLLITT was invited to become President of the League, Joe CLARKE
was co-opted to the National Committoe and Barbara PURKESS was
cleoted National Treasurer,

An Organigation Sub-Committee has boen set up to deal with
questions of finance, membership and the publication of an Organisa-
tion Bulletin, Its first meoting was to be held on Septeuber 17.
Dick NETTLETON, Peter THOMPSCN, Joe CLARK and Barbara PURKESS were
invited by Ron LEVEN to attend,






