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1. Lang ge~acht en toer gekregen!! 

2. liierbij de maandelijkse overzichten Engeland van Juli -
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THE BRITISH COMMUNIST PARTY 

July 1949. 

THE DE FEN CE OF LIVING STAND.ARDS. 

General 

Since Harry POLLITT annow1ced, in December 1947, the 
end of the period of Communist co-operation in industry and 
launched the campaign in defence of living standerds, the 
Communist Party's industrial activity has beoome increasingly 
aggreasive . At first the Party denied rcpeatedly and at 
l ength thnt its change of policy implied an intention to 
hinder production. Now, at the conclusion of the Canadian 
seamen's strike, it is jubilant that a general stoppage took 
place in the decks on an issue which, whilst owing its crigin 
to an alleged attack on Canadian living standerds, repreaented 
no uirect threat to British standarda. lts preoccupation 
with the doek strike has obacured all ether Party activity 
during July. 

General Activities of the Communist Partl in conneetion 
with the Strikes ot Canadian Seamen·ana British Dockers. 

In May and early June Bristol, Avonmouth and Liverpool 
were the chief centrres where British doekers struck in support 
of Canadian scamen. In all threc ports the Communist Party 
nssisted the Canadian soamen and cncouraged British doekers to 
strike in their support. The dockers ' strike in Livorpool 
ended on 12 June, and at Brietol and Avonmouth on 14 June. 
Although in May and June the Londen doekera had persistently 
r efused to werk the Canadian shipa "Argomont" and "Beaverbrae11 

thc stoppage did not spread to ether veesels in the Londen 
decks until the end of June, To this development, as to 
the dookers' refusal to werk the Canadian ahips, the Communist 
Party gave its full support. 

In July the Party cont inued ite campaign to assist the 
atr1king Canadian aeamen. Party membere in cultural 
organieations were detailed to entertain them and to house 
them. Eospi tali ty cormni ttees were orgcmised to colleot food, 
money and clothes in Londen anè in ether parts of the country. 

The main emphasis in Party activity, however, was on 
agitation in the decks. .~ scheme was put ~orwnrd at Party 
neadqual'ters whe~by Trunara RUST, National Wamen' s Organiser, 
was to organise support for the strike nmong tne dockers' 
wives and encourage them to ferm a cornmittee of their own. 
Arrangements were made to set up a panel of Party speakePs 
in cafes and canteens during tne lunch hour, Mieheel SruU?IRO, 
Stepney Borough Organiser for the Party, 1ssued a circular to 
Party doekers urging them to stir up as much trouble as 
possible; when the Emergency Powera Act was brought in 
Sru\PIRO destroyed all the remaining copies. The Party also 
erganieed financial aasiatanee for the strikers and is believed 
to have tried to extend the strike to ether pa~ts of .the British 
Islee; various Party branches issued leaflets demanding support 
for the Canadia.n seamen and t.Q.e London clocke.rs. 

During the l ast few days of the clook. strike there ,were 
signa that the Par~ was becaming incrcaaingly oaut1ous 1~ its 
activitiea. l~ apparantly considered itself powerleas to give 
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u lead as a Party without infringing thc emergency r egulations 
and thcrerore issued a note of warning to Party membere not 
to pnrticipate openly in ngituti on at the docks . 

Party Doekers Prominent in the Strike. 

Of those doekers who have played ~ pr ominent part in 
the strike, two or the ten ~embers of the unofficial Loak- Out 
Committee, Er nest THO~~lS and Edward DICKENS, are known Party 
membcrs. Harry CONSTABLE end Vict or Hli.RNEY, also merobers of 
the committee, ar e almast cert~inly Party members, whilst 
i~rchibald STEVENS, one or the strike committee of rour or 
tho Waterman , Light er men, Tugmen ancl Bargomen' s Union is also 
a Party member, as is Willi run LI1~LEY, tho Gener al Secret ary
dosi&~ate of the W.L.T.B. U. 

Contact bet ween the Comnunist Par t y ancl t he 

Canudian Seamen' s Union. 

Further information is now availablc about contact 
between the Communist Party end membere of the Cnnadian 
Secmen' s tJnion. ~s early as Novcmbt.r 1948 the late James 
SIUELDS, of the Internati onal Depnr tment at Party heaè
qucrters, was trying to get in t ouch with Jack POPE , although 
it is not known f or what precise purpose . In June or this 
yeer, William ;~-n, a prominent member of the Centr al Strike 
Committee of the Canadian Seamen' s Union in the Unitod Kingdom, 
was i n conste~t touch wi th leeding ?arty mombers. He is known 
to have discuRsed plans with Har ry POLLITT and Geor ge ALLISON 
at the time or the agr eement between thc Str ike Committee and 
the Canadian ship- owners. Ho.r ry \ït..TSON, who is i n char ge of 
Pnrty work among dockers, was i n constant touch with mombers of 
the Canadi an Seamen 's Uni on, especially wi th Jack POPE and 
Joseph McNEILL. McNEILL had been activo in Br i t ish ports f or 
some time. I n the latter half of May a Party merober from the 
n or t h of Bngl and, who had seen him at wo~k , expr eseed great 
s ati sf action wi t h what McNEILL had clone . Shortly afterwa~ds 
arrangemcnts we1,e made for Harry ru .. TSON t o bring McNEILL to 
Party headquar ter s . It is known t hat in J une McNE!LL was in 

. Hull , wher e he met J oseph k \TUS, secrot ar y of the Hull branch 
of t he Party . ~s a r esult ar this meeting, k \ TUS s ent a 
l earlet to l ocal Party membars ur Bi ng full support r or the 
s triking Canadian seamen and advcr tiaing a meet i ng of the branch 
at which McNEILL was t o speak. 

Communist :?arty Activity on Uer serai de in 

conneetion wi t h the Strike . 

Uor e has now been l earncd about t he par t pl ayed by the 
Communist Par ty i n the di sput es on Herseys ide, As early as 
April of this year, Party merober s wcrc t r ying to ar ouse 
sympathy for Canadi an seamen who wer e on str ike at Liver pool, 
and mombers or t he Canadi an St rike Commi t tee visi t ed l ocal 
Party headquarters. Party member e pl ayed an ac t ive part in 
t he s t rike of Meraeysi dc doclcer s whioh t ook placc at the end 
of r~ay o.nd opposecl. the d.ecision t o return t o work; J oseph 
BYRNE , a known Party membe.rt, was a rnemb er of the dockers' 
at~ike oommittee. With the outbr eak of tho Londen dockera' 
atl'ilce , the Pa.raty r enewed i ts agi t at i on; BYRNE and J ack COWARD, 
an offici al of the Me~Geyside ~ea of t he Pal'ty, who we.re 
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visi ted by repr esentatives o~ the Londen èockers, made 
strenuous attempts to persuaèe the Merseyside doekers t o 
s t rike again. In the middle o~ J uly, J ack rtSKINS, Industrial 
Or ganiser f or the Lancashirc and Chcshire di strict of the 
Party, made urgent requests to Party headquartcrs ~or a docker 
c ernrade t o a s s ist him in these attempts. J· .. t the same period 
two or mor e Party membere ~rom Londen were alrea.dy in Liverpool 
~or t hc s a.me purpose; it is r eliobly r cported that they were 
a.ccompanied by a Cane.d.ian s crunan, and i t is believed that, 
tagether with Hyman LEE, Industriol Organiser ~or the Narth
East Party <listrict, Sid FOSTER, erganieer o~ the Merseyside 
area o~ the Party, and Jack COWbRD , they attended a meeting of 
the local dockers ' br anoh of the Party to give them instructions. 

Conclusions drawn by the PE.\rty from their 

Industrinl Activities. 

The Party appears to have considcred thot the doek 
strike presentod a goed opportunity for promoting strikes in 
ether inèustrie s . Tow~r~s the mi èdle of July a plan was put 
forwar d at Party headquarters to persuade r ood haulage workers 
t o strike in sympathy with the Londen dockers; it was thought 
tnot, since the success of an earlier houlage strike was due 
t o the sup?ort of the dockers, thc houlage workers were under 
cernpulsi on t o help the dockers. George ALLISON the Party's 
Inè.ustrial Or ganiser, '<7as in touch wi th Bert SLi .. ÓK, a Party 
member and a momber of the General Executivc Council of the 
Transport and General Wer kers' Union ot this time , whilst at 
3 meeting of Smithf'ield Market empl oyees hel d on 18 July, two 
Pnrty members tried to persuade the men to strike. The Perty 
was olso e..nxious to induce railwaymen to rega.rd as "black" all 
matel'ial handled by·t.roops. It was confident that the 
~iancheste.r r ailwaymen would do th!s if pr operly appr oached• 

The Communist Party's apini on of the clock.a strike, now 
that it is over, appears to be that it was an unqua.lified 
victo.ry fo.r the dockers. It is believcd that, as the next 
ot aec in its campaign, the Party will try t o persuade the 
ûocke.rs to r efuse t o laad vessels with a.rmaments destined fo.r 
Mal c.ya or China . 

Sta t ements about the doek strike mode in private by 
prominent Pnrty officials and membe.rs emphas1se the 
agerossiveness of Party inëustrial pol1cy. John }U~ON, Londen 
District Secretary has s a i d recently, in contrast t o a state.ment 
by Har.ry POLLITT on the same subject at tho Industrial Conference 
of the Communist ?arty in 1948 , that evo.ry werker in indu~try 
must never forget that he is a Communist first and a trade 
unionist second. Phil ?Illi~TIN, addr essing a private meetiP~ 
in Stepney whil e the doek strike was still in progress , said 
that Communiste should be the leaders in giving support to the 
st.rikers and in er.f)l.aining that only the Communist Party 
.ropr esents the true Labour movement. A member of the Nati·onal 
Exeout1ve Cornmittee of the Communist Party is reported t o hav~ 
sa1d that the Party must not be offic1ally identified as 
organising a dispute, that everything must be done to weake~ 
Britain• s position in relation t o the United State s and that\ 
every Communist must remamber that his first loyalty is to 
the "Soci alist Fatherland". 
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THE BRITISH COMMUNIST PARTY. SECRET 
July 1949. 

TifE D~F!illCE OI' LIVIlTG BTA!-IDARDS. 

~~!.· 

S1nce Harry POLLITT announced, in December 1947, the 
end of the pe~iod of Communist co-operat1on in industry and 
launched the campaign in defence of living standerds, the 
Comr.1Un1st Paz•ty' s industrial act i vi ty has beoome increasingly 
aggressive. At first the Party denied repeatedly and at 
length that its change of polioy implied an intention to 
hinde~ production. Now, at the conclusion of the canadian 
seamen's strike, it is jubilant that a general stoppage took 
placo in the decks on an issue which, whilst owing its o~igin 
to on alleged attack on c anadian living standerds- represen
t ed no direct threat to British standerds . Its preoeeupation 
with the doek strike has obscured all ether Pnrty activity 
during July . 

Qeneral Activities of the Communi~t Party in connectie~ 
with the Strikes of Canadian seamon and Bri tish ïlockers. 

In May and early Juno Bristol, Avonmouth and Liverpool 
wero the chief eentres whero British doekers etruck in support 
of canadian seamen . In all three ports the Communist Party 
oasistod tho canad i an seamen ond encouraged British doekers to 
strike in their support. The dockers' strike in Liverpool 
ended on 12 June, and at Bristol and Avonmoutb on 14 June. 
Although in May and Juno the tondon doekers h ad persistently 
refused to work the Conadi an ships "Argomont11 and "Beavorbrae•, 
tho stoppage did not spread to ether veesels in the tondon 
decks uiltil the end of June. To this development, as to 
the dockcrs ' r efusal to work t he Canadian ships, the Co~nunist 
Party gave its fwl~ support . 

In July the Party oontinued i te Cf\mpaign to ass ist the 
striking cunudian seamen. Party membere in cult~al 
orgunisations were detailed to ente~in them and to house 
them. Hospitulity committees were erganieed to colle•t fooa. 
monoy and olothes in Londen and in ether pnrts of the oountr1• 

The main emphasis in Party activity, however, was on 
ogitation in the decks . A achome wns pwt forward at Party 
headquärters wherel?y Tamara RUST, National Women Is organiser, 
was to organise support for the strike among the dockers' 
VI i vee and encowrage them to form a commi ttee of their own. 
Arrangements were made to set up a panel of Party speakers 
in cafes and canteens during the lunch hour . Miehaal SHAPIRO, 
stepney Borough Organiser f or the Party, iasued a eircular to 
Party doekers urgi ng them to stir up as much trouble as 
possible ; when the EmergeuaY- Powers Act was brought in 
SHAPIRO destroyed all the remaining copies. The party also 
erganieed financiel aasiatanee for the strikers and is believed 
to have tried to extend the strike to ether parts of the British 
Isles; various Party branches issued leafleta demanding support 
for the oanadian se amen and the Londen doekers. 

Dur1ng the last few days of the doek stri ke there were 
signa that the Party was becoming increasingly cautioua in ite 
activities . It apparently considered itself powerleas to give 
a lead as a Party without infringing the emergenoy reg~tions 
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ond thcrefore issued a nota of warning to Party membars 
not to participate openly in agitution ~t the docks. 

Party Doekers Prominent in the Strike. 

Of those docl<:ers v1ho have played a prominent part in 
the strike, two of the tc.:n mombers of the unofficial Lock-out 
Committec, Ernest THOMAS and Edward DICKErm, are known party 
members . Harry COrffiTABLD and Victor ~Uffir~, also membere of 
the committee, are almast certainly Party members, whilst 
1\rchib~ld STEVEns, one of the strike committee of four of 
tho Waterman, Lightermen, Tugmen and Bargamen's Union is also 
a Party momber, as is Williom LINDLEY, the General seoretary ... 
desigrwte of the W .L .• T.B.U. 

Contact between the C~~nist rartl.and the 

~adian Seomen's Un1on. 

Further informotion is now ovailable about contact 
betvJeen the Co;.lmunist ?arty and mombers of the Canadian 
Seumen's Union. .hS eürly as November 1948 the l&te James 
SHIELDS, of the Internctional Dopürtment at rarty head
quarters, wns trying to get in touch w i th Jack POPE, al though 
it is not known for ~hut precise purpose. In June of th1s 
yeur, William ARLi.I!D, a prominent momber of tho central 
Strike committee of the Cnnadian seomen's Union in the 
United I.ingdom, wos in constant touch with leading Party 
mombers , He is knovm to have discuseed plans with Harry 
POLLITT and George J\LLISON at thc time of the agreement 
between the strike oorruittee and the Ce.nadian ehip-owners. 
Hnrry wJ·,TsON, V!ho is in charge of Party work runong d.ockers, 
v1as in constant touch wi th membars of the Canadian seamen' a 
Union, eepecially with Jack POPE und Joseph McNEILL. 
McUEILL had been uctive in Britieh ports for some time. 
In the latter half of May a purty membar from the north 
of England, who had seen him at work, expreseed great 
ent isfaction v11th what McN.EILL httd done. Shortly Clfterwarda 
urrangoments were made for Hurry WATSON to bring HcN::.JILL to 
Party readquarters. It is knovm that in June MclfEILL was 
in Hull, where he met Joseph t. ... Tus, secretnry of the Hull 
branch of thc Party. As u result of this ~eeting, LllTUS 
sent a laaflet to locnl Party memburs urging full suppori 
for the atriking Canndien sea~:-ten and advertising a meeting 
of the branch ut which hlcNEILL WGS to spe&k. 

çommunist Party J,ct i vi tl on ~rersels ide in 

conneetion v1ith the strik2_ . 

Uore hos now been le~rned about the part playecl b7 
the Cemmunist rnrty in the disputoa on Meraeyaide. As earty 
as April of this year, Party membere were trying to arouse 
svmpathy for Cnnadi::m secmen who nere on strike t.t Li verpocJ,. 
a~d mombers of th·e canndinn Str;;ke Cof.lnli ttee vis i ted looal 
party head qu0.rters. Pnrty mombc.rs plnyed an act i ve part 1n 
the strike of Morseyside doekera which took place at the end 
of May ond opposed the docision to return to work; Josepn 
BYRNE, a knovm Party mo:.1ber, wne ::. momber of tho doekers' 
strike committoe. With the outbreak of the London dockers• 
strike, the Pnrty renowed i ts '.lgi tut ion; BYRNE and Jack 
CO'!'ihRD, nn official of the trerseyside area of the party, who 
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ware vis i ted by represent~tives of the London dockers , made 
str enuous nttempt s to persuude the Herseyside doekers to 
s tri ke agai n . In the r:'liddle of July , Jack ~\SKIUS , I ndustr1al 
Orguni ser fo r the Luncashire and Cheshire district of the 
Party , made ur gent r equeste to !'(1rty headqucrter s f or a dooke~ 
camr ade to ussist hi m in these ottcmpts . ht the sa~e period 
t wo or more Party member s from London were alreo.dy in Liverpool 
for t he eo. .1e purpose ; i t i s r elinbly roported t hat they were 
accompani ed by a c an~!dian seamon, und it i s bolieved that , 
t agether with Hyman LEE, I ndustriul Or guniser f or the · North
Eae t Party dis trict, Sid FOS~ER , org~ni eor of tho Merseys i da 
aron of the Party, und ,:ruck COWJlRD, t hey ê-lttonded a meeting 
of tho loc al dookers' branch of tho l)orty 1:o gi ve them 
instructions. 

Qonclusions drawn~th~_rartl_frQm_~ir 

Industri o.l :,ct i vi t i es . 

The Par ty appears t o have conaidsred that the doek 
strike pr es ent ed a good opport unity for promoti ng strikes 
in other i ndus tries . Touards the middle of July a plan was 
put f oMtar d at Party headquarter s to pcr suade r aad haulage 
workers to stri ke in sympathy \'Jith the London do ckers; it 
was thought that, since the s uccess of an aarl i er hEtul age 
strike wus due t o the support of the dockers , the haulage 
workers war e under c ompul sion to help the doekere. Geo:rge 
ALLISON, t he Par ty's Industrial Orgnniser , was in touch with 
Ber t Sw\CK, a Party me mber and a momber of the Gener al 
Executive Council of the Tr anspor t and Gener al Workere• Union 
at this time , whilst ut a meeting of Smithf i eld Market 
employees held on 18 July , two Purty motnbors tri ed to persuada 
the men to strike . The :Party wns a lso anxious to i nduc e 
r ailwaymen to re.gard as "block" all mut erial hanclled by tx-.Qopa• 
I t was confident that the Mancheste r r ailwaymen would do tnis 
if properly approached. 

The Communi st rarty ' s apinion of the docks s trike , now 
that i t is over , oppears t o bo thot it was un unquulif i ed 
vi ctory for tho dookers . It is bolie ved tha t , us the next 
s t age in i ts cumpaign , the Party wi 11 try to pGrsuade t he 
doekere to r efuse to lood veesels with ~rmoments desti ned 
for ~talaya er China . 

sta tements about the doek s trike made in privat e by 
pr ominent Party offici als and membere emphasi se the 
aggreeei venes a of Party i ndustrit:l policy . J ohn ?UHON, Londoft 
Distriet Seer et nry has s ui d r ocently , i n contras t to a etatement 
by Harry POLLITT ~n t he sa~~ s ub ject (t t hc Industrie~ Contere~ 
of the Communi s t r urty in 1948 , thL t evC; ry v1orker i n inQustt-y 
mus t neve r f o r ge t that he i s u Commun tst r i r s t and a t:ra~e 
unionist eeoond. Phil PIRnTIN, address i ng a private meeting 
i n Stepney while the doek s trike was s till i n progress, sa1Ç 
that Communis t e should b e t he l eade re in giving suppo:rt to the 
str ikers and i n explaini ng thot only t he C..,mmunis t Party 
r epr oeante the true La~our movemen t. A member mf the Nationa; 
Execut i ve Committee of t hc Communts t Party is repor ted to have 
e a i d t hat tho Party must not be offioinlly identified as 
o~ganising a disput e , that evcrything must be done to weeken 
B:ritain ' e paaition in r elntion to the Unit ed stat ee and t hat 
evezty Communi s t must r emembe:. r that his f iret loynlty is tQ 
t he "Socialis t Fathcrl~nà". 
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