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COUMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN CQNNECTION \IITH 

STRIKES BY CANADIAN SEAMEN IN BRITISH PORTS 

1. A strike stsrted on 1st April , 1949 , at Avonmouth, 
Br istol, on a Canadian vessel, the s . s . Gulfside. This is 
~eliably reported to have been consequent on iDstructions 
reccived on board the shi p by Steve TOI~~UK, the delegate of 
the Canadian Seamen 's Union (c .s.u), frorn Jack POPE (see 
~ppendix A) , the representutive in the United Kingdom of the 
c.s.u. Subsequently, Canodian ships in ether ports in the 
U .K., notsbly London, bec ome affected , doekere end stevedores 
refused to work Canadian v.esse ls end deelsred sympathetic 
etr ikes. 

2. It ie possible thet the ground may have been pre-
pared by Harry DJ\VIS, the President of the c.s.u., o Canadian 
ei tizen, end well-knovm as Gl Commun i s t sympathiser, when he 
visited this country from 14th Fobruary to 1et March, 1949 . 
DAVIS is reported to have instructod POPE , in August 1948, 
v1hcn POPE was a member of the crew of the m. v, Beoverbrae, to 
set up an office as represcntDtive of the c.s.u. in tbe U.K. 
Since that time pQpg bas bc~n activ~ . He bas visited nearly 
cvery Canad i an ship touching at ports in tbe U. K. end bas 
succeeded , on several occasions, in fomenting trouble on board . 
ht tbe same time , the Mant r e el headquarters of the c.s$u. is 
r eported to have been in constant commun ication with POPE 's 
office at 29 Pier Road, Nortb Woolwich, Londen, E. 16. 

3, On 4 tb J\pril a Str i ke Commi ttee ( see Appendix B.) hl as 
formed, composed of Canadian seamen from the m,v, Beaverbrae, 
nomed nRL:\ND, CARTER , DOUCETTE, 1t:.ALONE , llcNEIL, NICHOLS end 
lJILSON. DOUCETTE seems to have acted as leader of the committee, 
supported and abetted by POPE, C.HRTER is believed to have dis
cussed policy on the strike with Philip PIRJ;.TIN, the Communist 
Merober of Perliament, on 12th .ll.priL WILSON end McNEIL are 
:::- ~ . .;.d to have gone to . ."lvonmouth on 5th April to see Steve TOK.i.RUK, 
'co ting that they had been sent as otficial delegates to cover 
·he c.s .u. strike. Another Canadion, F~onk J. RILEY, is re
l '"'rtcd to have been active in persund ing Leith doekers to support 
the strike in thet city; RILEY nomed as bis address the home of 
s prominent Edinburgh Communist. 

1lt 4 . Ther e is omple evidence that the British Communist 
Porty, in furtherance of its advcrtised poliey of defending 
the living standerds of tbe \7orkers, is giving support to the 
str ike of the Conadian Seamen' s Union . Membere of the C. S. U. 
have vis i ted Party headquarters . J\rrangements have been made, 
particularly in the Stepney orea , for the regular colleetien 
of food end money for t he strikers. E. DICKENS, a merober of 
the Communist Pnrty ond of the Transport end General Workers' 
Un ion, bas arranged accommodstion for strikers from the m.v. 
Beaverbrae. Jack GASTER, the Porty's rnunicipal election agent 
in Stepney, bas been given the tosk of advising on the legal 
prob l ems of tb e str ikers. Early in :~pril, the Party endeaveured 
to exert its influence on the strikers behali' through the Step
ney Trades Counc il. More recently, the Party hes been more 
direct in its methods . Harry W'.TSON, the Party official in 
charge of work among dockers, tried through the We lsh District 
o:t' the Communist Party , early in Mny, to persoo de those doekers 
who hod voted for the resumption of work st Newport on o Canadian 
ship deelsred "block", to reverse the ir dec ision, end affered 
to send a man from London to assist tbe local Party. A bulletin 
issued by the Strike Committee of the c.s.u. contained v 
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statement by Riohard BARRETT , a momber of the Communist Party 
who is General Secretory of tho Notienel Amalgamoted Stevedores 
ond Doekers Union , that his men woul d never agree to blaakleg 
on str iking werkers. In Birkenhead . e membor of the Colllllun ist 
Party stated openly tht t tte Party wos supporting the strike . 
Connnun ist Party act i vi tY i n support of the strikers hes olso been 
roported from Avonmouth, Southompton end Hull. 

5. Harry DAVIS hos, s i nce bis arrivol in England on 12th 
May, 1949, b een in touch with Communist Porty heodq_uarters end 
Vlith individual membere of tho Communist Party. On 15th Hay, 
a meeting was colled a t th e Conning Town Holl, ot wbich the 
speakers included Herry DAVIS, Riobard BARRETT, E, DICKENS ·af 
th c ':!.'rensport end Generol Werkers' Uni on, and W, /,RLAND of tbe 
Cenndian Seomen' s Strike COI,uni ttee. At J\vonmouth, where he 
spokc on 13th and 19th Hay, Harry DAVIS was supported by local 
mombers of th e Perty. D.WIS wos a t pa ins to a ssert in public 
th ot, while CC1nadian seamen \JOre gr ateful for the support 8fforde<! 
th om, it wes net his task to interfere in tbe offairs of British 
unions, or to coll for s tri ke action by British dockers. Never-
thcless, it hos been reportod thot his presonce a t Avonmouth 
influenced the doekers to vete egai nst a r e turn to wer k on 19th 
Uay. BJ'.RRETT was more outspo kon . He warned Bri tish doekers 
to watch how th e Doek Labour schcmc would be usod to break the 
strike bj' tho Vlithholding of work from these who refusod to touch 
Conadien ships; and he urged the "Do ily Werker" to gein the 
support of Londen doekers for their colleagues in J.VoDmouth, who 
had been "victimised" in this way. 

6. Thero is evidence thot during June Party sttempts to 
aggrovote tbe dispute con tinued . Comnunist agitators from Live~-
pool have been active in Brietol ond Southampton. The decision 
of the Liverpool and ,·,vonmouth doekers to return to work eppears 
to hovc toleen the Communist Porty by surprise; nevertheless the 
PP.rty hes not ncgleoted the opportunity for furth e r agitstion 
presentod by two Canadion sbips lying idle at th e Londen decks. 
Its policy hes been to pcrsuade doekers detoiled for work on these 
shi!?S to r e fuse ond, in the cvcnt of the ir being 11 victimised"• to 
bring ether doekers out in sympethy, 

e 7 1 The mee sure of co- opePat ion botween tbe Br 1 tish Comnunist 
Porty end the Cenedion strilcers is eppe r ent from a report that Bill 
~~TD, of the Central Strike Con~ittoe previously mentioned , has 
been in communica tion with the Scottish , \felsh end Yorkshire Dis-
tricts of the Communist Party. He is se i d to have esked for 
support for the Seemen' s Defcncc Committees which have been formed 
i n v orious industrial centres, and t o ha ve req_uested tha t local 
representatives should be 3dJed to tbC; committees . 

8. Apart from the eenston t liaison kept between the C. S, U • 
off' ices in Londen ond in Montrnal, it is believed thot DJ,VIS met 
Fr-ench Oommuni sts when he vis i t od :tf.'r i s in February 1949. D4WIS 
alao visi ted Par is from 25th l.13y to 27th r\Ioy, 1949, returning to 
t~ontreo l by e ir on 28th l.!oy. · 

9. The c.s.u. and representatives of the strikers have made 
consid oreble uso of pamphlets, some purporting to depiet the 
bruta l methode of 11 Government str ike-breelcors" in Canada end 
others contoining exhortat ion s t o doekers end stevedores to main
tQln their support of the strike. Communist Party membere are 
reportod t o heve distributcd these leaflets. On one occasion, 
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men posing os seomen , who hnndod out leaflets alengeide the 
s. s . Gulfs ide ot .~vonmouth , r1ere not recognised by the capteint s 
nife as membere of the crew. On many of the pamphlets distri
buted the following statement appeared :- "Issued by the Central 
Strike Oommittee, Oan$dian f.eamen's Union, 29 Pier Road, N. 
Woolwich, :.lbert Dook 3125". 

10 , It hos been reported thot, when the s . s, ~'>rimrose Hill 
unlosded bales of wool in .• ntworp on 17th May, 1949, some of the 
bales were found to contain lesflets signed by the "Oanadian 
Saamen' s Defence Oommi ttee", Subsequent investigotions ir:ldioate 
that the pamphlets were inserted in Londen, in an ottempt to 
disaffect doekers in ether ports. The Primrosa Hill is a vessel 
chartared by the British Indien line and is belioved to be bound 
for Oolcutta. 

e @h July, 1942 
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John Robert PO?E 

I'O~E was barn in !.~ontreal on 1 Oth Januory, 191 "'· Recent 
informetion from a relieblc souree stotes th at POPE's reel 
name is Israel ~~o~"'OVITQH , ond that his f ather, Elias ?OFOVITCH, 
died probably early in May, I949. His mother end sister are 
reporteet to 11ve ot 5b4f weverly 8treet, Montreal, POPE is 
believed to have bod o High School education ond, on leeving 
school, t o have had various j obs os salesman, oonvasser, acre
bat ond oommercisl traveller. He claims t o have been physioal 
training instructor to the City of hlontreal for seven years, 

He first come to the U. K. in 1939, end took up reaidanee 
at 229 Woodland Road, l.;onchcster. On 3rd Maroh, 1940, he 
j oined the Auxiliory Fire Service in Manchester, but was dis
chorged in 1944 on grounds of ins::mity. Little is known of 
his subsequent coreer, but ct some t ime he must have returned 
to Canada , since, on 22nd i.ugust , 1948, he orrived in London 
es a merober of the crew cf the m. v. Beaverbr ae . 

Heving received orders from Harry DHVIS (see par agraph 2 
of note) instructing him t o repreaent th e C, S. U, in the U,K,, 
he was pa i d off and established an off ice a t 29 Pier Road, 
North Woolwich, Londen, E. 16. This is a borber's shop where 
correspondence ond telephon6 messagcs hove been reoeived f'or 
POPE, who either collecta th em on his visite to Londen - usually 
two nights ea ch fortnight - or bas them sent on to him at 
various addresses. 

Al though Jock POPE is not known to be a member of the 
British Communist Party, he has been described as an 11 ~rdent 
c .... ommunist" end is known to hAve good centacts with the Pèrty, 
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Horry D .. VIS 

D .. VIS wss born in Ontcrio on 12th September, 1917 • and 
is thc brother of Jack PO?E , the ir father being Blies FO?OVITCH. 
Somo ti.tlfc a t the beginn i ng of 1948 n;.vrs t ook over the presi
doncy of the c. s .u. from J •• · •• SULLIV .. N. 

D~LVIS h~e made no secrot of his Communist views . 

ECRE 
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&'::E.NDIX B. 

Canad ian Strike Cornmittee 

The Strike Cornmittce referred to above (paragraph 3) was 
formed on 4th .lpril, 1949, ond ie os fellows:-

---

-

t 1, \Villiam .. RLAND: Bern 15,9,09, Address, 512 
Church Street, Toronto, An 
oasistent steward. 

2, Ralph Henry C.\RTER: Born 11.1 2,17. Addrees, 
925 Catbedral Street, Montreal, 
A fircman, 

3, Gereld Frederick DOUCE~PTE: Born 22 , 3,15. 
Address, ~ort Wallis, Dartmouth. 
Nova Sectie . Quartermester , 

14, Gereld Joseph L'.LONE : Born 25,7, 21, Address, 
3. Baxter. Road, Cuetom House, E, 
A pantryman , 

5. Joseph Clerence McNEIL: Bern 31,1,14, Addresa, 
4707 Union Street, Vencouver. 
Assistent steward, 

6. Williem NICHOLS: Bern 10,8,10, f~dè!rees, 1186 
St, Urbain Street, Montreal, 
A plote eculleryman. 

7. Norman Anthony WILSON: Bern 9,4,22. Address, 
· 1432 Chomedy hvenue, Montreal, 

J.n oiler, 




