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U gelieve hierbij aan te treffen een aantal repporten 
betreffend bovengenoemd onderwerp, die SA~DINE ons 
deed toekomen . 
U kunt ze behouden. 

29-11-50, H 
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KPD lh.mbers in Hester>n Zones cxc1u li op; Sch1cswir: Ho1 s t e io. 

Th0 fo11owing i nf·_,!'Jn., ti on i s bos0u on documcnt., r>y vvicleoce . No 
fir,ur es wcre o bt., i nJr1 f'o r Schlcsïli t.: Ho1stvin, but thc str eocth t her e 
\/'1S ~st im· tt;rl t o bc nb:lut 8,000 m~.-mb{.;;rs in July 1950, of \7hom s ome 
6, 000 \t~rc 11 poicl r.~cmbers". 7. 

~Tu1y 1949 Ju1y 1950 
p·, i d 11cmbq •a llf;mb c r s Uemb E.rs Po i d 

f.!l embers 
NRW 83,:514 58, 0 24 69,668 58 ,163 + 

Ni cdt:lrsnchsu n 1 8 , 000 10,253 1 5, 071 11 , 076 -

H··mbur g 14,494 12,553 12,533 9 ,448-

B'1V~l .. 1'1 21 ,433 1o, 6 11t) 19,824 16 , 116 ~ 

Wurtt . .3 lc.n 1 5,867 1 0,·1-26 1~,273 10,0 53 -

Hvnscn 17 , 400 13,515 14,899 8 , 628 -

Br emen 3 ,11 9 2,776 2,894 2 , 163 -

\/ur tt . b..Jhcnzolh; r n 2 , 500 1,166 2,084 1,410 ~ 

Su c"'..- B::hlc n 3- 861 2,703 2,974 1,945 -

Rh1 d . Pfo1z 11, 843 9 , 358 9, 249 5 , 978-

19 l ,831 13ö, 419 163,469 1 24 ,980 

L')Sscs : Ilemb e rs 28, 362 Pn i d Hombur s 11, 439 

*PD i d lkmh~..;rs : i. t: . members ïlho hnve poül tht:ir s ubscr i:Ptio ns 
up to cl:~ te . 
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K.P.D • .tl:EaSUlliS TO PRESERVE ITS .nGIT. TION AND 
PROP~G~ :tl.iCHINE 

(Sunmary of inf'oL"!!O.tion to 13th October . 1950) 

I. INTRODUCTION 

1. Sinoo the 1~th Tagung of the KPD Parteivorstnnd in Dec ~9, ut which 
the maohinery to transferm the Party from a Mu.sson- into a KJ.der-partei 
wns sot :in motion thus officin.lly recognising the fo.o·lï tho.t i t I:'nlst 
henoefor· .. h a.bo.ndon hope of attaining pov1or by parli .. unento.ry rr':lans - tha 
KPD ho.s .tJUI'Suod its aim of converting the V/est Gormo.n mnsses to o. oomnrunist 
point of view by methods which were bound to bring the ~rty into i~oreasing 
conflict wi th the Allied and \'lest ~ormo.n o.uthori ties. Tho KPD ho.s o.l-rmys 
borne in mind the possibility thD.t, o.s a oonsoquonce, tha Pnrty would be declo.red 
illogo.l. This point of view was o.t one time so widoly held tho.t tho Pnrty 
found it necosso.ry to condemn it ás 'Futo.lism'. Novurthohss the Pnrty hns 
dono not.'ling to restrn.in the utterances of its spokear..on - \ïhich hcve often 
bordoroé.. on sedition - nnd, until rocontly, ho.d donc li ttlo to ourb those 
notivitics of its mvn mambars L~d of tho mombers of its o.ssoointod orgpnisntions 
vihioh might bo ccl.cul'ltod to provake oountor-mc..".surcso ~ tno oontrury, i~ 
Jul 50 tho KPD noooptod from tnc SED tho polioy of 'Nnti~l Rosisto.nce 1 

vmioh in thoir o.pprcoi!'.tion of tho si tun.t~ on nppco.rcd to ronder unn.voicbble. 
tho proscription of tho Pcrty. Formuletod ct (wo bolicvo) thc KPD PV secrc>t 
16th To.gung in BEHLIN on or e.bout 2-6 Jul 50, ' Nationnl Hcsistnnco ' ·,70.8 

oonco-:vud o.s n mc.ss campaign of opposition to tho J\lliod o.nd Vfost Gormen 
o.uthori ti os by 'Wast Gorman pa.triots' undar thc lco.J.orship of tho No.tionnl 
Front •'l.OVCJmont and tho KPD, 

2. Thc mo.nnor in wh-i.ch tho polioy of 'No.tiono.l Rosisto.,oo 1 he.s boen 
oountorod by tho uuthori +,i es boforo i t booo.mo roo.lly effectivo, o.ppoo.rs 1io 
huvo nonplusro:l tho KPDo It i s possiblo tho.t 1\IDx REIMANN ' s spoooh o.t tho 
KPD PV 17th To.gung in REMSCHEI D on 1~ S.op 50 whioh, modoruto in tono, paid 
losso.ttontion te 1Nutional Rosistnnuo ' o.nd ~oro to co-onorution in Aktions 
oinhoit with Sociul Domcernti c workor$ , mny imply tnnt tho ~o.rty doos not 
intand to pursuo this policy to tha oonclusion it must ultim'\toly invo1.vo, -
tho banr,ing of 1.ho KPD. 

3. Th•l fo.o-c rcmin<~ tho.t for: tho KPD thc policy of 'Nc.tiomü Rcsistf':.Ilcc 1 

implied c. 'iloloomo switch to clandcstino o.ctiv ... ty ;mich ho.s hc.lpod to (n) 
roäx>ro tho monüo of the lo.rty end rousc it trom thc lethc':"gy into \7hioh 
tho unfoundod optimism of thc Pcrty pross on the sprco.d of conmunism influence 
in Wosto1n GorlllDJ'ly ho.d lull<Jd it, ru1d (b) provide muoh noodod training in tho 
uso of clc.ndostino tochni'l'.les. A .KJ?D functiono.ry in Lmd NORDRHEIN/V.'ESTF .... ..LFli 
go.vo oxp ... ossion to generol Party feelings whon ho so.id on henring of eertuin 
socurity c.rrongomonts boing introducod into l:'o.rty work, "Good. nov1 'VIC CD.n 

got on vrith tho illogo.l work" , and dospita lo.tor sto.tomcnts vihich suggost 
that th<.. KP:::> h groo.tly concernod toproserve tho logo.l sto.tus of itsolf o.nd 
its mass orgo.nisntions at o.11 costs, u grout doo.l of secrot uotivity is 

tly boing pursuod. 
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(b) the Party's efforts to continue its propaganda 
campaign by other means, replacing its suspended 
ne;1spapers by clandestine publications prepared under 
conditions resemblin,; these v1hich the KFD might 
expect to experience if it ~ere declared illegaL 

II. KPD SECURITY PRECAT.T.riONS 

General 

6. On 20- 24Jul 50 the SED 3rd Congress had issued a direct challenge to 
the West Gonnan authori ties u1 der the slogan 1 National Resistance ' v1hich 
the KPD oould reasonably assu.11e W.Juld be met by .Allied and West German 
oountor-moasures. Furthermore the question of tho parliamentary immunity 
of Max REOONN (Chairman of the KPD) was about to be debated in the 
:&undestag in conneetion wi th the case of Kurt MUELL."':R (farmer 2nd Chairman 
of tho '\.PD whose ar ... ~est and dotention in the ROZ REilA'Al'fN was allegod to 
have ~ranged) . The KPD therefore alerted its membership, first ordering 
that thc Party should consider itself to be in a ' State of ~mergency 1 

(Alarmboroitschaft) ru.d then, on orders from BERLIN, OO'lcelling all leave 
"in vüm of the present situG..tion and the nocessity for the immediate 
implcmontation (of the resolutions) of th~ SED }rd Congress wbich ~~t lead 
to the mobilisation of the entire Party", cl maasure "hich ponnitted of no 
excoptions. It .tas essential according to Party speakers tnat the KPD 
be at !\111 strength. 

7. .)inc.o the issue of these inst:-uctions, which m:1.y be said to mark the 
point a.t which the KPD' s specula ti ons about the posstbili t-y of being 
decla.rod illeglil g!l.ve Ylay in their minds to certa.ini;y, '3vents havo moll"ed 
ra.pidly. RElMANN's parliamentary immuni ty was liftcd entirely and hi s 
immuni ty as Landtagsabgeordneter NR\1 partially. He immedintely went into 
hiding from which he has no"'v yet offioi<1.lly emorged althcuc;h secrot sourees 
indioa.te tha.t ra has been present :lt vnrious meeting~ in the Western Zones, 
inoludi.ng tho PV 17th Tagung at REMS:JHEID. The simul+ nnoot.s poster campaign 
throughout Western German,y on tho night of 31 Jul/1 Aug 50 and the 
subsoqvont pro~aganda campnign on whioh it l iftod the ourtain were 
oountorod by a.rres t s and conf'isca.tions. KPD ncwspapers in Western German,y 
woro olosc.i down c.nd printing pressas sea.led. A seri es of raids on Party 
hea.dqunrters , including those of the PV itself in DUESSELDORF, have led 
to tho discovory of quan':ities of propaganda mntcri:'\1 which Yl'l.S held to 
bo inimiuü to Allied interests and was conf'isca.ted, as v1cll as the 
uncovor~ ng of mnny more printing fi:rms whioh \10re 1'\.ocepting KPD contracts 
for propo.e;a.nda ma te rial a.Ild have in their turn been closed Jown. ~he 
series f countcr- blo\?s may be sn.id to have rol'l.ohed n cli.nn.x in the present 
phase ·.üth the requisitioning of the nevl\v- built Pn.rty offices in 
DUESSEIDORF in Sep .50 (a little more tlun a. month n.fter the Parteivors tand' s 
move f::oo FRAl.KFURl' a.M. ) to provide a.ocommodation for fl. British military 
unit. 

8. It is o.gainst this background nnd the KPD' s fears that these 
measuros are the pracursors of a secend phaso in \7nioh tho Party will be 
toto.lly suppressed that the material in following pa.rabraphs needs to be 
considored. 

Security of mnterial and propertl• 

9. Tho KPD hns been particulnrly concornod tha.t tho Pnrty should not be 
vulnornbl o to surprise raids on its premises and has trucen steps to ensure 
by dostruction, disperaal or concealment tha.t its mo.terial shüuld nat fall 
into thc hnnds of the Allied or West Gorman authori ties. Specif'ioally! 

(n) Records : of primary importanoe are the KPD' s card
indices, confidentia.l files, etc. In the ea.rly part of 
August, particularly in Le.nd NR\1 whioh the KPD right.l,y 
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(b) 

( (') 

consider the vital area both from their own and the 
authorities 1 point of view, Party records which could 
be considered non-ess.:Jntial were destroyed. Dead 
files were packed up and given into the custody of 
Kaderabteilungen which made themselves respomüble for 
safe disposal of the material to addresses which wera 
thought unlikely to receive P0lice attentio~ Particular 
care was to be taken that no material giving the ~rivate 
addresses of Party members 1:..h01'.ld be left in ~-rty 
offices~ Material needed for current wo.:k bas to '.Je 
regarded as the persona) responsibility of each 
Abteilungsleiter an~ tru<en home with him at tee end of 
the day; analogous instructions exist for the secretaries 
of key officials9 

Office equipment, et~~ Items of office m~~hinery, 
typewriters, furni ture and removable fi ttir.gs were to be 
made over to individual Party members so that shotüd the 
Party be ëleclared i:aegal the items could be clain,od as 
personal f ':'Operty and so wi thdrawn from re qui s it i01J.ng 
or oonfiscation. Tne preservation of typewriters nnd 
duplicating machines has espec1.al importance for the KPD 
as nmerges in Part IIIo 

Propaganda materia~ Preeautiens to p~otect material 
(posters, rrochures, etc.) from confiscation seem to have 
bee~ introd.u-Jed befare tr.e general state of' emergency, 
probebly ~oon after thc 16th Tagung at which it soems 
like:y tha~ the present jntensified propagand~ campaign 
was planned.. Extraordinary precc.utions were taken> for 
instance, to ensure the safety of the 'Korea for the 
Kureens' posters used in the 31 Jul/i Aug 50 operation. 
As se Jn as they had been p:rinted, i t self ar, npera tinn 
conducted under conditions of unusual secrecy in Party 
printing wc-rks in FRANKFURI', the posters were distributed 
by tr.~ KPD PV Kaderabteilung to LandesvorstHnde with 
orders tha& they should be passed as o~icl<ly as possible 
to the gr Jund units who in turn were to house them at 
secure addresses and to destray immediately any copies 
unused at the end of the operation. The ~PD's 3ecurity
mindedness in tl.i.s respect bas not extended to i +;s 
associated print.i..ng fin:.s and large quant i ties of 
proi)agar3a. matsrial :W.ve been confiscated in raids ma.à.e 
by the West ~erman policeo 

(a) _Premises. With experience ga.ined from the raid on the 
PV offi ces the KPD made immediate arrangements to have 
put into eperation a warning system by which the door-
keeper could alert the whole buil ding by pressing a single 
switch and afford the functionaries time to destray or 
secrete t~:eir material. Strenger doors w3re also to be 
built (a result of the comparatively easy access gained by 
the German police who broke down the ma.i n doors at the PV 
building). This warning system bas unfortuuately f,...,r the 
Par';y been spoiled by the requisiticning 0f the PV b·ü l ding 
bu~ it is to be expected that a similar system Nill bP 
introduced i n all Party offices hencefortho 

Securi ty of operations and informatioro ... 

10., From the KPD' s poi.nt of view two problems arise in conneeti on w<. th 
the security of their opera.ti ons, f i rstly to ensure th~t no leakages 
occur to the authorities and secondly that the Party should be warned of 
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"Ncuner-Gruppen" : the .K?D is roportcd to be fonning in 
RAMBURG (we ruwe no tr'\ccs from other e.reo.s) 1 9-or Gruppen 1 

of young activa menhers of good physiquc. The original 
condition tho.t thcy should bo capablo of t::Ucing part in 
poli tical discussion has latt:.ly been allowed to drop if 
thc mombers are sufficiently young o.nd active. The 
form'\tion of this org dates baak to Jun 50 and has been 
described by a HAMBL"RG functiorw.ry as 1 a Parteisohutz as 
in the prc-1933 days 1 • In Juno 362 ':'Ocruits wore said 
to h~ve been gnined towarQs a target of 1000 men; recent 
roparts put the figure at 800. Th•J groups nro organised 
on a Kreis (Stadtteil) basiso 

"Hclfer- Aktive" : these have comc to notico only in HAMBURG 
in Aug 50 as~ ore similar in content o.nd purpose to the 
previous groups. Reeruitod by the F.DJ mainly from the 
unemployed and requiring political~ reliable and physically 
fit FDJ members, these groups wero reported to have the task 
of eunrding IDJ property and protPcting FnJ meetings ; they 
aro also reported to mount guard on the FDJ offices in 
HAMBURG each nis}lte The IDi Landcsvorstand HAMBURG 
includes a memher specifical~ rusponsible for the "Helfer
Aktive•·. 

"Ordner-und Sc.~utzd:ienst": t.ne plans drawn up for the 
RUHR Peace Rally ::n i ts orit;in.e.l fonn of a mass demonstratien 
in DORI'L~ 0'1. 30 Sep/1 Oot 50 includcd instructions that a 
stronc corps of stewards is to be est'\blished for the pro
teetion of mee·~ings (zur Sichorung der Veranstaltungen ist 
cin sta.rker Ordner.dienst einzurichten) a.nd further that 
appropri ate defense measaros a re to be takon to proteet 
prooossions ( Z'lr Sicherung marschicronder Gruppon und Kolonnen 
sind geignete Schutzmassna.hmon zu gewaol~leisten) , The 
natu:t'e of the proposed oreo.nisa.tions has not been 
do·~ermined bilt it would soem to bo similllr to (b) above 
~nd to the •s~~l-Ordnungsmaenner' rcferrod to by a.n F.DJ 
functionary as having been present in strength in HILHEI.MSHAVEN 
at a FDJ meeting. 

III. KP.D PROPAGANDA ACTlVITIES 

~ 4. Tho counter-measures by the A lliod and \'lost Gorman authori tics 
'l.S'I.inst the IG:-D' s present -intensified propneanda. crunpaign have resulted in 
tho sileneins of the KFD' s neuspapers and the Pnrty has devoted considerable 
enore,y in the past months to reaching its roe.ding-public with some sort 
o~ no\7s-sh..3et. The suppression of its press has not cooe as an unmitigated 
cnlnmity to the Party since it affords the ground units a.n opportunity of 
\IOrkinr:; undor condi tions ap;:roxil'!lating to those which might obtain were the 
K?D doclar~d illcg~l ar~ gives them the stimulus to their morale which they 
bad.l.y neod. '!he KPD has not, however, reliod entire~ upon locally 
producod ncws- sheets for i ts internal propago.nda. We may list the various 
a.ppronchos to the prob~em ex~lored by the K?D as : 

(a.) the printing of substitute ncwspapers by firms as yet 
not suspended or not hitherto conneoted or known to be 
oonnected with the KPD; 

(b) the printing of KPD newspnpers undor conuitions of 
' privilege ' ; 

( c) the use of space in other mmspapers ; 
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(d) thc preparatien of local duplicatod nows-shcots; 

(e) the importation of papers from the Soviot Zone. 

15. Substitute newspaper.s, The first reaction of the Krn to the ban on 
its ncwspapers was to atterupt to persuade printing firma nat hitherto 
conncotod wi th them or not knovm to be oonnected wi th thom to print their 
papers. Wo have had as yet na evidence thnt the Party has been successful 
in nny of these attempts. The printing firms a.pproo.ohed have either 
lo.okcd the neoesso.ry resources or have been reluotant to accept a commitment 
whioh ooulU. lead to their suspension for a ounsiderablo poriod were the 
communist ncwspaper to be considered offensive to the authoritics. Ari sing 
out of this the KPD considered the possibility of printing ncwspapers 
illoJlo.lly b1..t docided agai nst this proposo.l at a oonf'eronoe of newspaper 
staffs in mid-August. At this conference Josef LEDWOHN ( Chairman of the 
KPD Land NRW) declared that although the ban on ncwspapers was a develop
ment viawed wi th optimism by the SED and K.rD since oondi tions had been 
croo.tcd which the Party needed, i t had boon decided that nothing must be 
dono whioh might impair the ?arty• s leeal stntus. 

'16. 1 ?rivile~ed• newspapers. Seeking n legitimatc methad of continuing 
to issue some farm of news- sheet the KfD has made use of the irnmunity 
enjoycd by its pPxliamentary represento.tives o.nd has attempted to exploit 
thc clo.imcd irornuni ty of roeobers of local Councils . The Bundes tag
froktion ho.s publishad a Mitteilungsblatt in an edition, it is said, of 
some 30,000 copies ( 14,000 of uhich are intended for Land NRll) called 
11Dor doutsche 1.faehler 11

• The persennel of tho vo.rious suspended ICi?D 
newsp..'\pers hnve been co.lled upon to provide an editorlal staff at BONN 
for the Burdeatagfraktion1 s venture and these employees have been made 
mombers of the Fraktion1 s s taffin au a.ttempt to extend tothem the 
immunity enjoye<l by the Bundesto.gsabjjeordnete. Ta reduoe the possibility 
tho.t thc o.u·thori ties wilJ. forbid this news-sheet instl'uctions have been 
givon thnt the paper m':..st be written in a 1 friendly nnd oonscrvative 
atylo 1 • In a. further a ttem}.J t t o divert attention from this news- sheet 
the ini tio.l copies were number ed 1167" of the 112. Ja.hrgane 11

• Dupl i cat ed 
news- shnets have been issued by the various La.ndta.gsabseordnete in order 
to to.kc ~dva.ntage of their immunity and even the loc~l sheets consider ed 
in (d) bclow claim to be the news-bulletins of the looa.i KPD member of 
thc Stt~.dt~'\t or Kreistag. 

17. 'Borrowed space'. The KFD has net overlooked the possibility of 
using ncwspapers under the control of communist-sponsored organisations 
as wcll ~s a.vniling itself of the space affered to it in Russian Zone 
newspo.l?ors. There seems good reason to believe that the newspaper of 
the 11Sozio.ldemokra.tische Aktion11 (SDA) 1 Unsere Aktion• is resarded as a 
strmd-by. Less well authenticated is a report that exploratory negotiations 
have been started between the 1GD and the UAP (Unabhaengige Arbci terpartei) 
formed by the ex-KPD editor Josef SCHAPPE for spa.ce in his 11Freie Tribuene 11 

on the cround~ according to ~ untried sourco, that today when a common 
dru1~cr threo.tens all working- class parties, such leftwing parties as the 
KPD o.nd UAP should join farces. 

'\8. Loco.l ncws- sheets. The gap created by the suppression of the KPD 
press ho.s, howeverJ lar gely been filled by duplico.tod news- sheet s r anging 
from the LV 11Informati onsd1.enst 11 to two or three- pa.Be bulletins issued 
by Krois eroups under such t i tles as 11Die Wahrhoit 11

, 1
1Die Lupe 11

, 
11Fuer 

don Friodon11 , drawing upon t he Informo.tionsdienst for material. In mid
August tho K?D informed t he KV that 1 they ware rogularly receivinB LV
Informo.tionsdienst which should help thom in the preparatien of news- sheets 
o.nd (should be regarded as) the politica.l line o.long which the local 
sheets should be developed1 , From the practical point of view the KPD 
bas nttompted to avail itself of the right a.ssumed to be enjoyed by KPD 
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rc~roscntntives on municip~l bodies to exprcss their own opinions and 
~nny of thG papers rrofess to be 'MitteilunJSblUtter der Stadtvertreter' . 
Tho \"lork of preparatien actun.lly falls on the local correspondents of the 
suspended ncwspapers who are unemployed and ut the disposa.l of the KV. 
Ench ICV has been ordered to obtain ty ;ewri tcrs o.nd duplic.o.tors \7h:ich are 
to bo held in the houses of less conspiouous r~ty membcrs. Care is to 
be trucen thnt the content of the neHs-clhects is strictly factual. Large 
numbors of these locnl sheets hnve now come to notlee and there is good 
rensen to believe that the ground units have reacted as the Party leader
ahip hns desired under the stimulus of clandestine oporation; certainly 
tho moro.lo of the KVs appeo.rs to hnve impriJvod in tho po.st weekso 

19. Importcel newspo.per so Efforts are being ma.de to bring larger numbers 
of Soviot zono ncwspapers into the Wastorn Zones to replo.oe the suspeneled 
nowspo.pers but there is no evirlenco to sh0'\1 th!lt thoy circulate widely 
or that in any areas can be considorod as substitutos for the locally
prcpru-od ncv1s-sheets • 

.rv. CONC'LL'SIONS. 

20. Ono in temptod to concluda tha" today the 1Ct1) is in the happy 
posi tio1. of boinr; able to enjcy mDrtyrdom Hithout the attendant toments. 
~lthou[h KPD functionaries have declD.red that they can now get down to 
thc serieus business of illeg~l activity, therc is no real evidence as 
yct thct tho ?arty wishes to press its ageressive policy to the point 
:1t ·.1hich thc !G'1) will inescapn.b]y bc supprossed. LED',,QHN' s insistence 
thn.t tho PD.rty's lepal status must be pres~rveJ., o. statement recently 
ochocd by FDJ speakers of their orc~nis~t~on, is notwithout signifi~~ce. 
Thorc is no indication that the KFD is ready for or is planning for secret 
activity of a more serieus nature thnn its ro.ther mild attempts to proteet 
its proporty and personnel •• Th0 single exception known to us, o.n 
incident in BREMEN when a few FDJ youths plottod o. very inept derailment 
o:C' o. US tro.in, appears to be attributablo to tho infla.mmatory effect of 
nnti:- Wostorn propaganda on uns t ablo youths ro.thor thnn to FDJ/KPD 
premodi tn t ion,. 

21 . Although 1 secret 1 activity within tho KI~ mny bo intonsified should 
tho Party's politic~l sttuation continue to dateriorate, our appreciation 
at pre. sent is that the KPD is mainly concernod wi th holding i ts 
oreanis~tion togetb~r under adverse circumstance~. lts present actlvities 
nro thcrefore ~ means of training its mombership in clandestine tec~niques 
so th"\ t wi th heightened oorale ~ improved di sciplino i t lllD.y continue to 
proserve its oorparate existence, fulfil its agitation and propaganda taSks 
and bo loss likely to crumble under tho attacks uhich the ?o.rty is convineed 
\/i 11 bo mt>.de u pon i t , 




