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Ondervrorp 

AIVD-reactie op het rapport-Biair over I rak 

De AIVD nam op 24 september 2002 kennis van het op die datum gepubliceerde 
rapport van de Britse premier Tony Blair 'iraq's Weapons of Mass Destructien
The assessment of the British Government'. 

De AIVD rapporteerde reeds eerder dat er aanwijzingen zijn dat Irak doende is met 
de (her)opbouw van zijn massavernietigingswapen- en raketprogramma's, mede 
gezien de geconstateerde verwervingspogingen. Het rapport-Biair meldt 
dienaangaande niets dat het bestaande beeld zou kunnen wijzigen. Wel kan de 
AIVD melden dat de ervaringen van deze dienst aansluiten bij de opmerking in de 
inleiding van het rapport-Biair dat het moeilijk is inlichtingen in te winnen in Irak. Dit 
geldt voor de AIVD, als kleinere dienst, evenredig. De AIVD is overtuigd van de 
validiteit van de informatie van de Britse inlichtingen- en veiligheidsdiensten zoals 
die verwerkt is in het rapport-Biair. 

Hieronder gaat de AIVD punt voor punt in op de items waaraan Irak volgens het 
rapport-Biair (Executive Summary, punt 6) heeft gewerkt: 

• Voortgaande productie van chemische en biologische agentia. De AIVD heeft 
daar geen eigen inlichtingen over, maar van buitenlandse collega-diensten 
ontvangen informatie bevestigt dit beeld. 

• Militaire plannen voor het gebruik van B- en C-wapens. Hier is geen eigen 
AIVD-informatie over beschikbaar. 

• Arrangementen voor het daadwerkelijk gebruik van B-en C-wapens. Hier is 
geen eigen AtVD-informatie over beschikbaar. 

• Mobiele laboratoria. De AIVD heeft aankooppogingen gesignaleerd die kunnen 
wijzen in de richting van kleine laboratoria, die heel goed verplaatsbaar zouden 
kunnen zijn. 
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• Programma's voor de verwerving van goederen die geschikt zijn voor de 
productie van B- en C-wapens. De AIVD heeft geen verwervingspogingen in 

Nederland geconstateerd. 

• Pogingen materiaal te verwerven die geschikt zijn voor de productie van 
kernwapens. De AIVD heeft pogingen geconstateerd materiaal aan te schaffen 
dat toepasbaar is bij de bouw van een gascentrifuge-systeem voor productie 

van verrijkt uranium. 

• Pogingen uranium aan te schaffen in Afrika. De AIVD heeft hier geen eigen 

informatie over. 

• Terugroeping van specialisten voor werl< aan het kernwapenprogramma. De 

AIVD heeft hier geen eigen informatie over. 

• illegaal achterhouden van AI-Hussein raketten. Hier is geen eigen AIVD
informatie over beschikbaar. 

• Inzetbaar maken van AI-Samoud raketten en pogingen het bereik te vergroten 
boven de door de VN opgelegde limiet van 150km. Hierover is geen eigen 
AIVD-informatie voorhanden, wel inlichtingen van buttenlandse collega
diensten die hierop wijzen. 

• Productie van Ababil-1 00 raketten, en pogingen het bereik te vergroten. Er is 
geen eigen AIVD-informatie, wel inlichtingen dienaangaande van collega
diensten. 

• Test van raketmotoren voor langere afstanden. Hier is geen eigen AIVD
informatie over beschikbaar. 

• Programma voor de verwerving van materiaal voor de constructie van lange
afstandsraketten. De AIVD constateerde een aantal verwervingspogingen in 
ons land die wijzen in de richting van een raketprogramma. 

• Lessen uit ervaringen met VN-inspecties. Deze conclusie trekt ook de AIVD, 
alhoewel de dienst geen eigen informatie heeft over hel verbergen van 
materiaal en documenten op dit moment. 
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Opgemerkt dient te worden dat de AIVD momenteel onderzoek doet naar een 
uitgebreid Iraaks verwervingsnelwerk dat via landen in het Midden-Oosten 
goederen in het Westen (ook in Nederland) probeert aan te schaffen voor de 
Iraakse massavernietigingswapen- en raketprogramma's. 

Tot slot zijn er indicaties dat Irak de Oil-for-Food regeling van de VN heeft misbruikt 
om aan materialen voor zijn wapenprogramma's te komen. 

Volledigheidshalve is bijgesloten het AtVO-rapport 'Status van de Iraakse 
massavernietigingswapen- en ballistische raketprogramma's' uit mei van dit jaar. 

DE MINISTER VAN BINNENLANDSE ZAKEN EN KONINKRIJKSRELATIES, 

voor deze, 
het Hoofd van de Algemene Inlichtingen- en Veiligheidsdienst, 

S.J. van Hulst 

Minist~rit van Binnenlandse Zaken a1 Konfnkrijltsrelaties 
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Ministerie van Binnenlandse Zaken en Koninkrijksrelaties 

Aan : de Minister van Binnenlandse Zaken en Koninkrijksrelaties 

Via : de Secretaris-generaal 

Van : het Hoofd van de Algemene Inlichtingen- en Veiligheidsdienst 

Betreft : AIVD-reactie op het rapport-Biair ten behoeve van de minister-president 

Bijgaand treft u ter kennisname aan een brief aan de minister-president waarin de 
AIVD een reactie geeft op de inhoud van het rapport van de Britse premierT ony 
Blair 'iraq's Weapons of Mass Destructien- the assessment of the British 
govemment'. De brief is geschreven op verzoek van de coördinator Inlichtingen- en 

Veiligheidsdiensten mr. drs. R.K. Visser van het ministerie van Algemene Zaken ter 
voorbereiding van een gesprek van de minister-president met premier Blair. 
Spoedheidshalve is de brief door mij op 3 oktober 2002 aan Dhr. Visser ter hand 
gesteld ter doorgeleiding aan de minister-president. 

De strekking van de brief is dat het rapport-Biair niets meldt dat het reeds 
bestaande beeld ten aanzien van Irak en de programma's voor 
massavernietigingswapens en raketten van dat land zou kunnen wijzigen. De AIVD 
is overtuigd van de validiteit van de informatie van de Britse inlichtingen- en 
veiligheidsdiensten zoals die verwerkt is in het rapport Blair. 
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FOREWORD BY THE PRIME MINISTER, THE 
RIGBT HONOURABLE TONY BLAIR MP 

The document publisbed today is based, in large part, on tbe work of the Joint 
lntelligence Committee (JIC). The JIC is at the heart of tbe British intelligence 
machi.nery. lt is chaired by the Cabinet Office and made up of the heads of the UK 's three 
lntelligence and Security Agencies, the Chief of Defence lntelligence, and senior 
officials from key government depanments. For over 60 yean; the JIC has provided 
regular assessments to successive Prime Ministers and senior colleagues on a wide range 
of foreign poüey and international security issues. 

lts work, like the material it analyses, is largely secret !t is unprecedented for the 
Govemment to pubüsh thls kind of document But in light of the debate about lraq and 
Weapons of Mass Destructien (WMD), I wanted to share with the British pubtic the 
reasans wby I believe this issue to be a current and serieus threat to the UK national 
interest 

In recent months, I have been increasingly alarmed by the evidence from inside Iraq that 
despite sanctions, despite the damage done to his capability in the past, despite the UN 
Security Council Resolutions expressly outlawing it, and despite his denials, Saddam 
Russein is continuing to deve!op WMD, and with them the ability to inflict real damage 
upon tbe region, and the stability of the world. 

Gatbering intelligence inside Iraq is not çasy. Saddam's is one ofthe most secretive and 
dictatorlal regimes in the world. So I believe people will understand wby tbe Agencies 
cannot be · specific -about the sources, which have îormed the judgements in this 
document, and why we canna! publish everythlng we know. We cannot, of course, 
publish the detailed raw intelligence. I and other Ministers have been briefed in detail on 
the intelligence and are satisfied as to its authority. I a!so want to pay tribute to our 
Intelligence and Security Services for the often extraordinary work that they do. 

What I believe the assessed intelligence has established beyend doubt is that Saddam bas 
continued to produce chemica) and biological weapons, that he continues in bis efforts 
to develop nuclear weapons, and that he has been abJe to extend the range of his ballistic 
missile programme. I also believe that, as stated in the document, Saddam wi!l now do 
his utmost to try to conceal his weapons frorn UN inspectors. 

Thc picture presentod to me by the JIC in recent months has become more not lcss 
worrying. It is clcar that, despite sanctions, thc policy of containrnent has not worked 
suffïcicntly well to prevent Saddam from developîng these \veapons. 

I am in no doubt that the threat is serious and currcnt, that he has made progress on 
Wlv1D. and that he has to be stoppcd. 

Saddam has used chemie al \veapons, not only against an cnemy state, but against his O\\<'TI 

people. lntelligencc reports make clear that he sees thc building up of his WMD 
capability, and the belief overscas that he wou(d use these wcapons, as vital to his 
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strategie interests, and in particulat bis goal of regional domination. And thc document 
disdoses that hls military planning allows for some of the WMD to be ready within 
45 minutes of ao order to use !hem. 

I am quite clear that Saddam will go to extreme lengths, indeed bas already done so, to 
hide these weapons aod avoid giving !hem up. 

In today's inter-dependent world, a major regioaal conflict does nat stay conf"med to the 
region in question. Fa eed with someone who bas shown bimself capable of using WMD, 
I believe the international community bas to stand up for itself and ensure its authority 
is upheld. 

The threat posed to international peace and security, wheo WMD are in the hands of a 
brutal and aggressive regime like Saddam 's, is real. Unless we face up to the threat, not 
only do we risk undermining the authority ofthe UN, whose resolutions he defies, but 
more importautly and in the Jonger term, we place at risk the Jives and prospecity of our 
owo people. 

The case I make is !bat the UN Resolutions demaoding he stops bis WMD programme 
are being flouted; !bat since the inspeetors left four years ago he has continued with !hls 
progrnmrne; that the inspeetors must be allowed back in la do !heir job properly; and that 
ifhe refuses, or ifhe makes it irnpossible forthem to do !heir job, as he bas done in the 
past, the international community will have to act. 

I believe that faced with the information available to me, the UK Governmeot has been 
right to support the demands that this issue be confronted and dealt with. We must ensure 
that he does nat get to use tbe weapons he has, ar get held of the weapons he waots. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1. Under Saddam Hu.ssein lraq developed chemica! and biologica! weapons, 
acquired misslies allowing it to attack neighbouring countries with these 
weapons and persistently !ried to develop a nuc!ear bomb. Saddam bas used 
chemical weapons, both against Iran and against his own people. Following the 
Gulf War, Iraq had to admit to all this. And in the ceasefrre of 1991 Saddam 
agreed unconditionally to give up bis weapons of mass destructioo. 

2. Much information about Iraq's weapons of mass destructien is already in the 
public domaln from UN reports and from Iraqi defectors. This points c!early to 
Iraq's continuing possession, after 1991, of chemical and biologica! agents and 
weapons produced befure the GulfWar. lt shows that lraq bas refwbished sites 
formerly associated with the production of chemica! and biologica! ageots. And 
it indicates that Irnq remains able to manufacture these agents, and to use bombs, 
shells, artillery rockets and ballistic missiles to deliver them. 

3. An independent and well-researched overview of this public evidence was 
provided by the International Institute for Strategie Studies (IISS) on 
9 September. The nss report also suggested that Iraq could assembie nuclear 
weapons within months of obtalniog fissile material from foreign sources. 

4. As well as the public evidence, however, significant additional information is 
available to the Govemment from secret inteUigeoce sources, descnèed in more 
detail in this paper. This intelligence cannot tell us about everything. However, 
it provides a fuller picture of Irnqi plans and capabilities. It shows that Saddarn 
Russein attaches great importance to possessing weapons of mass destructien 
wbich heregards as the basis for Iraq's regional power. It shows that be does nat 
regard them only as weapons of last resort. He is ready to use them, including 
against bis own population, and is determined to retain thern, in breach ofUnited 
Nations Security Couoci! Resolutions (UNSCR). 

5. Intelligence also shows that Iraq is preparing plans to conccal evidence of these 
weapons, including incriminating docwnents, from renewed inspections. And it 
confinns that despite sanctions and the policy of containment, Saddarn has 
continued to make progress with his illicit weapons programmes. 

6. As aresult of the intelligencc we judge that Iraq has: 

e continued to produce chemical and bio1og.ical agents; 

e military plans for the use of chemica) and biologica) wcapons, including 
against its own Shia population. Some of these weapons are dcployable 
within 45 minutes of an order to use them~ 

e corrunand and control arrangementsin placc to use chemica! and biologica! 
weapons. Authority u!timately resides with Saddam Husscin. (Therc is 
inte!Ügence that he may have dclegated this authority to his son Qusai); 
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.. developed mobile laborntories for military use, corroborating earlier reports 
about the mobile productioo ofbiological warfare agents; 

.. pursued illegal programmes to procure controlled matcrials of potential use 
in the production of chemica] and biologica! weapons programmes; 

,. tried covertly to acquire tecbnology and materials which could be used in the 
production of nuclear weapons; 

e sought significant quantities of uranium from Africa, despite having no 
active civil nuclear power programme that could require it; 

e recalled specialists to wolk on its nuclear programme; 

,. illegally retained up to 20 al-Hussein missiles, witb a range of 650km, 
capable of carrying chemical or bio!ogical warheads; 

e started deploying its al-Samoud liquid propeilani missile, and has used the 
absence of weapons inspeetors to work on extending its range to at least 
200km, which is beyond the limit of150km imposed by !he United Nations; 

e started producing the solid-propeUant Ababil-1 00, and is making efforts to 
extend its range to at least 200km, which is beyond the limit of I50km 
imposed by the United Nations; 

e constructed a new engine test stand for the development of missites capable 
of reaching the UK Sovereign Base Areas in Cyprus and NATO memhers 
(Greece and Turkey), as wel! as alliraq's Gulfneighbours and Israel; 

e pursued illegal programmes to praeure matcrials for use in its illcgal 
development of long range missiles; 

e Icarnt lessens from previous UN wcapons inspections and has already begun 
to conceal sensitive cquipment and documentation in advance of tbc return 
of inspectors. 

7. These judgements reflcct thc views of thc Joint Intelligence Committce (JIC). 
More details on thejudgcments and on the dcvclopment of !he JIC's assessments 
sincc 1998 are set out in Part I ofthis paper. 

8. Iraq's weapons of mass destruction are in breach of international la\\". Under a 
series of UN Seeur:ity Couneil Rcsolutions lraq is obliged to destray its holdings 
of these weapons lUlder thc supervision ofUN inspcctors. Part 2 of the paper sets 
out thc key UN Secwity Council Resolutions. It also summarises the history of 
the UN inspeetion regime and Iraq's history of deception, intimidation and 
concealrnent in its dealings with the UN inspcctors. 



9. But the threat from lraq does nat depend solely on the capabilities we have 
descnöed. It arises also because ofthe violentand aggressive nature of Saddam 
Hussein's regime. His record ofintemal repressian and extemal aggression gives 
rise to unique concerns about the threat he poses. The paper briefly outlines in 
Part 3 Saddam's rise to power, tbe nature of bis regime and bis hlstory ofregional 
aggression. Saddam's human rights abuses are also catalogued, including bis 
record of torture1 mass arrests and summary executions. 

I 0. Tbe paper briefly sets out bow Iraq is able to !tnance its weapons programme. 
Drawing on illicit earnings generaled outside UN control, Iraq generaled illegal 
income of some $3 billion in 200 I. 
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PARTl 

IRAQ'S CHEMICAL, BIOLOGICAL, 
NUCLEARAND BALLISTIC MJSSILE 
PROGRAMMES 

CHAPTER 1: THE ROLE OF INTELLIGENCE 

I. Since UN inspeetors were withdiawn from lraq in 1998, there bas been little 
overt infortt:Iatioo on Iraq's chemica!, biologica!, nuclear and ballistic missile 
prognmunes. Much of the pub!icly available information about lraqi capabilities 
and intentions is dated. But we also have available a range of secret intelligence 
about these programmes and Saddam Russein 's inteotioos. This comes 
principally from the United !Gogdom 's intelllgence and analysis agencies- the 
Secrel Jntelligencc Service (SJS), the Governmeot Commmrications 
Headquarters (GCHQ), the Security Service, aod the Defence lotelligence Staff 
(DIS). We also have access to intelligence from close allies. 

2. lotelligeoce rarely offers a complete account of activities whicb are designed to 
remain concealed. The nature of Saddam's regime makes Iraq a difficult target 
for the intelligence services. lotelligence, however, bas provided important 
insights into lraqi programmes and Iraqi military thinkiog. Taken logether with 
wbat is already known from other sources, this iotelligeoce builds our 
understanding oflraq~ capabilities and adds significantly to the analysis already 
in ·the public domain. But intelligence sourees need to be protected, and this 
lirnits the detail that can be made available. 

3. Iraq's capabilities have been regularly revie.,.,-ed by the Joint lotelligence 
Committee (JlC), whicb bas provided advice to the Prime Minister and his 
senior colleagues on the developing assessment, drawing on all available 
sources. Part 1 ofthis paper includes sorne ofthe most significant views reached 
by the JIC between 1999 and 2002. 

Joint Intelligence Committee (JJC) 

Thc JlC is a Cabinet Committee with a history dating back to 1936. Tbe JJC 
brings tagether thc Heads of the three Intclligence and Security Agencies 
(Secret Intelligcnce Service, Geverrunent Communications Headquarters 
and the Si!curity Service), the Chief of Dcfcncc Intelligencc, senior policy 
makers from the Foreign Office, the Ministry of Defence, the Home Office, 
the Treasury and the Department of Trade and In dustry and representatives 
from othcr Govemment Departmcnts and Agcncics as appropriate. Thc TIC 
provides regular intelligence assessments to the Prime Minister, ether 
Ministers and senior officials on a wide range of forcign policy and 
international sccurity issues. lt meets ea.ch week in the Cabine_t Office. 
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CHAPTER2 

IRAQ'S PROGRAMMES: 1971-1998 
1. Iraq bas been involved in chemica! and biologica! warfare research for f1'let 30 

yeaiS. lts claemical warfare research started in 1971 at a smal!, well guarded site 
at Rashad to the north east of Baghdad Research was conducted 1here on a 
number of chemica! agents including mustard gas, CS and tabun. Later, in 1974 
a dedicated organisation called al-Hasan Ibn ai-Haitham was established. In the 
late 1970s plans were made to build a l;uge research and coiD111=ial-scale 

Effects of Chemical Weapons 

Mustard is a Jiquid agent, which gives off a hazardous vapour, causing burns 
and blisters to exposed skin. When inbaled, mustard darnages the respiratory 
tract; when ingested, it causes vcmiting and diarrhoea. It atlal:ks and 
damages the eyes, roueaus membranes, Jungs, skin, and blood-forming 
OigaiiS. 

Tabun, sarin and VX are all nerve agents of which VX is the most toxic. 
They all damage the nerveus system, produciog muscular spasms and 
parnlysis. As Jittle as JO milligrammes of VX on the skin ca.'"l cause rapid 
death. 

production facility in the desert some 70km nortb west of Baghdad under tbe 
cover of Project 922. This was to become Muthanna State Establishment, also 
knOwr! as al-Muthanna, and operaled under the front name of Iraq's State 
Establishment for Pesticide Production. It became operational in 1982-83. It had 
five research and development sections, each tasked to pursue different 
programmes. In addition, the al-Muthanna site was the maio chemica! agent 
production facility, and it also look tbe lead in weaponising chemical and 
biological agents including all aspects of weapon development and testing. in 
association with the military. According to information, subsequently supplied 
by the Jraqis, the tata! production capacity ia 1991 was 4,000 tonnes of agent per 
annum, but we assess it could have been higher. AI-Muthanna was supported by 
three separate starage and precursor production facilities known as Fallujah I, 2 
and 3 near Habbaniyah, north west of Baghdad, parts of which were nat 
completed befare !bey were heavily bombed in the 1991 Gulf War. 

2. lraq starled biologica! warfare research in the rnid-1970s. After smali-scale 
research, a purpose-built research and devclopmcnt facility was authorised at 
ai-Salman, also known as Salman Pak. This is surroundcd on three sides by the 
Tigris river and situated some 35krn south of Baghdad. Although some progress 
was made in biological wcapons research at this early stage, Iraq decidcd to 
concentrale on cicveloping chemica! agents and their delivery systems at 
al-Muthanna. With the outbreak of the lran-lraq War, in the early l980s, the 
biologica] weapons programme was revived. Thc appointmcnt of Dr Rihab Taha 
in 1985, to head a small biological v.:eapons research team at al-Muthanna, 
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The effects of biologica! agents 

Anthrax is a disease caused by the bacterimn Bacillus Anthracis. Inhalation 
anthrax is the manifcstation of the disease likely to be expected in biologica! 
warfare. The symptoms may vary, but can include fever and internal 
bleeding. The incubation period for anthrax is 1 to 7 days, witb most cases 
occurring within 2 days of exposure. 

Botulinum torinis one oftbe most taxie substances known to man. The t!TSI 
symptoms ofpoisoning may appear as early as 1 hour post exposure or as late 
as 8 days after exposure, with tbe incubation period between 12 and 22 hours. 
Paralysis leads to deatb by suffocation. 

Aflatoxins are fungal toxins, which are potent carcinogens. Most symptoms 
take a long time to show. Food produels contaminated by aflatoxins can causc 
liver inflamrnation and cancer. They can also affect pregnant wamen, leading 
to stillbarn babies and children barn with mutations. 

Ricin is derived from the castor bean and can canse multiple organ failure 
leading to death within one ar two days of inhalation. 

helped to develop !he prograrnme. At about !he same time plans were made to 
develop tbe Salman Pak site into a secure biologica! warfare research facility. Dr 
Taha continued to work with her team at ai-Muthanna until 1987 when it moved 
to Salman Pak, which was under the control of the Directorale of General 
lntelligence. Significant resources were provided for the prograrnme, including 
the construction of a dedicated production facility (Project 324) at al-Hakam. 
Agent produetion began in 1988 and weaponisation lesring and later filling of 
munitÎons was conducted in association with the sta:ff at lvfuthanna State 
Establishment. From mid-1990, ether civilian faciliries were taken over and 
some adapted for use in the production and research and development of 
biologica! agents. These included: 

e al-Dawnth Foot and Mouth Vaccine lnstitute which produced botu!inurn 
toxin and conducted virus research. There is somc intelligencc to suggest 
that work was also conducted on anthrax; 

., a!::Fuda!iyah Agriculture and Water Research Centre whcre Iraq admitted it 
undertook aflatoxin production and genetic engineering; 

o Amariyah Sera and Vaccine Institute which was used for thc starage of 
biological agent seed stocks and \Vas involved in genetic engineering. 

3. By the time of thc Gulf \Var Iraq was producing very large quantities of 
chcmical and biologica{ agents. From a series of fraqi declarations to thc UN 
during the 1990s we know that by 1991 they had produced at least: 

" 19,000 1itres of botulinum toxin, 8,500 litres of anthrax, 2,200 litres of 
aflatoxin and were working on a number of ether agents; 



e 2,850 tonnes of mustard gas, 210 tonnes of tabun, 795 tonnes of sarin and 
cyclosarin, and 3.9 tonnes ofVX. 

4. Iraq's nuclear programme was established under tbe Iraqi Atomie Energy 
Commission in the 1950s. Under a ouclear co-operation agreement signcd with 
the Soviet Unioo in 1959, a nuclear research centre, equipped with a research 
reactor, was built at Tuwaitha, the main Iraqi ouclear research ceotre. The 
research reactor worked up to 1991. The surge in Iraqi oil revennes in the early 
1970s supported an expansion of the research prognmune. This was bolstered in 
the mid-1970s by the acquisition of two research reactors powered by bighly 
enriched uranium fuel and eqnipment for fuel fubrication and handling. By the 
end of 1984 lraq was self-sufficient in uranium ore. One of the reactDrs was 
destroyed in an Israeli air anack in June 1981 shortly befere it was to be<:ome 
operational; the ether was never completed. 

5. By the mid-1980s the deterioration of Iraq's position in the war with Irao 
prompted renewed interest in the military use of nuclear technology. Additional 
resources were put into developing technologies to enrich uranium as f"lssile 
material ( material that makes up the co re of a nuc1ear weapon) for use in nuclear 
weapons. Enriched uranium was preferred because it could be more easily 
produced covertly than the alternative, plutonium. Iraq foliowed parallel 
programmes to produce highly enriched uranium (HEU), electromagnetic 
isotope separation (EMIS) and gas centrifuge enricbment By 1991 one EMIS 
enricbment facility was nearing completion and another was under construction. 
However, Iraq never succeeded in its EMIS technology and the programme had 
been dropped by 1991. Iraq decided to concentrale on gas centrifo"oes as the 
means for producing the necessary fissile material. Centrifuge facilities were 
also under construction, but the centrifuge design was still being developed. In 
August 1990 Iraq insligaled a crash programme to develop a single nuclear 
weapon within a year. This programme envisaged the rapid development of a 
smal! 50 machine gas centrifuge cascade to produce weapons-grade HEU using 
fuel from the Soviet research reactor, wbich was already substantially enriched, 
and unused fuel from the reactor bombed by the lsraelis. By thc time ofthe Gulf 
War, the crash programme had made little progress. 

6. Iraq's declared aim was to produce a missile warhead with a 20-kiloton yield and 
wcapons dêsigns wcre produced for the simplest implosion weapons. These were 
sim i lar to the device used at Nagasa.kî in 1945. Iraq was als a \VOrk.ing on more 

Effect of a 20-kiloton nuclear detonation 

A dctonation of a 20-kiloton nudear Vrnrhead over a dty might flatten an area 
of approximately 3 square miles. Within 1.6 rniles of detonation., blast 
damage and radbtion would cause 80% casualties, three-quarters of which 
would be fata!. Between 1.6 and 3.1 mi les frorn the detonation, therc would 
still be 1 0% casualties. 
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advanced concepts. By 19911he programme was supported by a large body of 
Iraqi nuclear expertise, programme documentation and databases and 
manufacturing infiastructnre. The International Atomie Energy Agency (IAEA) 
reported that Iraq bad: 

" experimented with high explosives to produce implosive shock waves; 

0 invested significant effort to onderstand the various options for neutron 
initiators; 

" made significant progress in developing capshilities for the production, 
casting and machining of uranium me tal. 

SCUD missfles 

Tbe short-range mobile SCUD ballistic missile was developed by !he Soviet 
Union in tbe 1950s, drawing on tbe technology oftbe German V-2 deve!oped 

in World War il. 

For many years it was tbe mainstay of Soviet and Warsaw Pact tactical missile 
farces and it was also widely exported. Recipients of Soviet-manufactured 
SCUDs included Iraq, North Korea, Iran, and Libya, although nat all were 
sold directly by tbe Soviet Uni on. 

7. Prior to the Gulf War, Iraq bad a well-developed ballistic misslle industry. 
Many of tbe missiles frred in tbe Gulf War were an lraqi modified version 
of tbe SCUD missile, the al-Hussein, with an extended range of 650km. 1raq bad 
about 250 imported SCUD-type missiles prior to the Gulf War plus an 
unknown number of indigenously produced engmes and components. lraq was 
werking on other stretched SCUD variants, such as the al-Abbas, which had a 
range of 900km. Iraq was also seeking to reverse-engineer tbe SCUD engine witb 
a view to producing new missiles. Recent intelligence indicates that they may have 
succeeded at that time. In particular, lraq had plans for a new SCUD-derived 
missilc with a range of 1200km. lraq also conducted a partial !light test of a multi
stage satellite launch vebicle based on SCUD technology, known as the al-Abid. 
Also during tbis period, lraq was dcveloping the Badr-2000, a 700-IOOOkm range 
two-stage solid propeliani missile (based on tbe Iraqi part of the !980s CONDOR-
2 programme run in co-operation with Argcntina and Egypt). Therc were plans for 
J200-1500km range solid propcllant foliow-on systcms. 

The use of chemica! and biologica! weapons 
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8. Iraq had made frequent use of a variety of chemica! wc:1pons during the Iran
Iraq War. t'vla.ny of thc casualti es are still in lranian hospitals suffering from thc 
long-term effects of numerous types of cancer and lung diseases. In 19S8 
Saddarn also used mustard and ncrvc agcnts against Iraqi Kurds at Halabja in 
northern Iraq (sec box on p15). Estirnatcs vary, but according to Human R.ights 
Watch up to 5,000 pcople wcrc killed. 



9_ Iraq used significant quantities of mustard, tabun and sarin during the war with 
Iran resulting in over 20,000 Jranian casualties. A month after the attack on 
Halabja, Irnqi troops used over I 00 tonnes of sarin against lranian troops on the 
al-Fao peninsula. Over the next tbree months Iraqi troops used sarin and other 
nerve agents on Iranian troops causing extensive casualties. 

Tbe Atta<k on Halabja 

On Friday 17th March 1988 the village of Halabja was bombarded by Iraqi 
warplanc ;. The raid was over in minutes. Saddam Hussein used chemica! 
weapons against his own people. A Knrd desc:ribed the effeets of a chemica! 
attack on another village: 

"My brolhers and my wife had blood and vomit running from their noses and 
their mouths. Their beads were tilted to one side. They were groaning. I 
couldn't do much, just clean up the blood and vomit from their mouths and 
try in every way to make them breathe again. I did artificial respiration on 
them and then I gave thern two injections eacb. I also rubbed creams on my 
wife and two brothers." 

(From "Crimes Against Humanity" Irnqi Natiooal Congress.) 

Among the corpses at Halabja, chi/dren ,.,..",. faund dead where they had 
been playing outside their homes. In places~ streets were piled with corpses. 

10. From Jraqi iieclarations to the UN after the Gulf War we know that by 1991 
Jraq had produced a variety of delivery means for chemica! and biologica! agents 
including over 16,000 free-fall bombs and over 110,000 artillcry rockets and 
shells. lraq also admitted to thc UN Special Commission (UNSCOM) that it had 
50 chemica! and 25 biologica! warheads available for its ballistic missiles. 
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The use of ballistic misslies 
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11. Iraq fired over 500 SCUD-type missHes at Iran during tb.e lran-Iraq War at both 
civiliao and military tatgets, and 93 SCUD-type missHes during the Gulf War. 
The latter were tatgeted at Israel and Coa!ition farces stationed in tb.e Gulf 
region. 

12. At tb.e end of tb.e Gnlf War the international community was determined that 
Iraq's ar.;enal of chemica! and biological weapons and ballistic missiles should 
be dismantled The method chosen to achieve this was tb.e establishment of 
UNSCOM to carry out intrusivc inspeerlens witb.in Iraq and to eliminale its 
chemica! aod biologica! weapons aod ballistic missiles witb. a range of over 
150km. The IAEA was charged witb. the abolition of Iraq's nuclear weapons 
programme. Between 1991 and 1998 UNSCOM succeeded in identifYing and 
destroying very large quantities of chemica! weapons and ballistic missiles as 
wel! as asscciated production facilities. The IAEA also destroyed the 
infrastructure for .l.taq's nuclear weapons programme and removed key nuclear 
materials. This was achieved despite a continuous and scphisticated programme 
of harassmen~ obstruction, decepiion and denial (see Part 2). Because of this 
UNSCOM concluded by 1998 tb.at it was unable to fu!I!] its mandate. Tbe 
inspeetors were withdrawn in December 1998. 

13. Basedon tbe UNSCOM report to !he UN Security Council in January 1999 and 
earlier UNSCOM reports, we assess tb.at when the UN inspeetors left Iraq they 
were unable to account for: 

. "' up to 360 tonnes of bulk chemica! warfare agent, including 1.5 tonnes ofVX 
nerve agent; 

" up to 3,000 tonnes of precursor chemicals, including approximately 300 
tonnes which, in the Iraqi cbemical warfare programme, were unique to the 
production ofVX; 

0 growth media procured for biologica] agent production ( enough to produce 
over three times the 8,500 litres of anthrax spores Iraq admits to having 
manufactured); 

e over 30,000 special munitions for dclivcry of chemicaland biological agcnts. 

14. The departure ofUNSCOM meant that the international comrnunity was unab1e 
to esfablish the truth behind these large discrepancies and greatly diminished its 
ability to monitor and assess Iraq's continuing attempts to reconstitute its 
programmes. 



CHAPTER3 

THE CURRENT POSITION: 1998-2002 
1. This chapter sets out what we know of Saddam Husscin's chemical, biological, 

nuclear and ballistic missile progrnmmes, drawing on all the available evidence. 
While it takes account of the results from UN inspections and other pub!icly 
available information, it also draws heavily on the latest intelligence about Iraqi 
efforts to develop their programmes ànd capabilities since 1998. The maln 
conclnsions are that: 

" lraq bas a useable cbemical and biological weapons capability, in breach of 
UNSCR 687, wbich bas included recent production of chemica! and 
biological agents; 

e Saddani continues to attach great importance to !he posscssion of weapons 
of mass destruetion and ballistic missiles which he regards as being !he basis 
for Iraq's regional power. He is deterrnined to retain these capabilities; 

e lraq can deliver chemica! and biologica! agents using an extensive range of 
artillery shells, free-fall bombs, sprayers and hallistic missiles; 

" lraq continues to work on developing nuclear weapons, in breach of its 
obligations under !he Non-Proliferation Treaty and in breach of UNSCR 
687. Uranium bas been sought from Africa that bas no civil nuclear 
application in lraq; 

e lraq possesses exteoded-range versions of !he SCUD ballistic missile in 
. breach of UNSCR 687 wbich are capable of reaching Cyprus, Eastern 

Turkey, Tehran and Jsrael. lt is also developing longer-range ballistic 
missiles; 

e Iraq's current military planning specifically envisages the use of chemica! 
and biologica! weapons; 

e Iraq's military farces are able to use chemica! and biologica! weapons, with 
command, control and logistical arrangementsin p!ace. The lraqi military are 
able to deploy these wenpons within 45 minutes of a decision to do so; 

e !raq bas !earnt lessons ftom previous UN weapons inspections and is already 
tak:ing steps to conceal and disperse sensitive equipment and docurnentation 
in advance of the return of inspectors; 

e Iraq's chemical, bîological, nuclcar and ballistic missHes programmes are 
wcll-funded. 

CHEMI CAL At'ID BlOLOG !CAL WEAPONS 
Joint !ntelligence Committce (JlC) Assessment: 1999-2002 

2. Sincc the wîthdrawal ofthe inspeetors the TIC bas monitored evidence, including 
from sccrct intclligence, of continuing werk on lraqi offensive chemica! and 
biologica! warfare capabilities. In tbc first half of 2000 the JIC noted 
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intelligence on haqi attemprs to praeure dual-use chemieals and on the 
reconstruction of civil chemical production at sites formerly associated with the 
chemical warfare programme. Iraq had also been trying to praeure dual-use 
materials and equipment which could be used for a biologica! warfare 
programme. Persennel known to have been conneeled to !he biologica! warfare 
programme up to the Gulf War had been conducting research into 
pathogens. There was intelligence tbat haq was starOng to produce biologica! 
warfure agents in mobile production facilities. Planning for the project had 
begun in 1995 under Dr Rihab Taba, known to have been a central player in the 
pre-Gulf War programme. The JIC concluded that haq had sufficient 
expertise, equipment and material to produce biologica! warfare agents within 
weeks using its legitirnate bio-technology facilities. 

3. In mid-200 I the nc assessed that Jraq retained some chemica] warfare agents, 
precursors, production equipment and weapons from befare !he Gulf War. 
These stocks would enable Iraq to produce significant quantities of mustard gas 
within weeks and of nerve agent within months. The JIC concluded that 
intelligence on Jraqi farmer chemica! and biological warfare tàcilities, !heir 
limited reconstruction and civil production pointed to a continuing research and 
development programme. These chemica! and biologica! capabilities 
represented !he most irnmediate threat from lraqi weapons of mass destruction. 
Since 19981Iaqi development ofmass destruction weaponry had been helped by 
tbe absence of inspeetors and !he increase in illegal border trade, which was 
providing hard currency. 

4. In the Jast six mantbs !he JIC bas confirmed its earlier judgements on Iraqi 
chemica! and biologica! warfure capabilities and assessed thst Jraq bas the 
means to deliver chemica! and biologica! weapons. 

Recent intelügence 

l8 

5. Subsequently, intelligence has become available from reliable sourees which 
complements and adds to previous intelligence anà confirms thc nc assessment 
that Jraq bas chemica! and biologica! weapons. The intelligence a lso shows that 
the Iraqi leadership has been discussing a number of issues related to these 
weapons. This intelligence covers: 

m Confirmatien that chemical and biological weapons play an important 
role in Iraqi military thinking: întelligence shows that Saddam attaches 
great importancc to the possession of chemica! and biological weapons which 
he regards as bcing the basis for Iraqi regional pO\vcr. He bdicves th:u respect 
for Jraq rcsts on its possession of these wcapons and thc missiles capablc of 
dclivcring them. Jntelligence indicatcs that Saddam is detcrrnincd to rctain 
this capability and rccognises that Jraqi politica! wcight would be diminishcd 
if Iraq's milit.::uy power rested soieiy on its conventional military farces. 

e Iraqi attempts to rctain its existing banned '"eapons systems: Iraq is 
already taJdng steps to prevent UN wcapons inspeetors finding evidence of 



its chemica! and biological weapoos programme. Intelligence indicates that 
Saddam bas leamt lessons from previous weapoos inspectioos, has 
identified posSJble weak points in the inspectioos proeess and knows how to 
e:tploit them. Sensitive equipment and papets can easily be concealed and in 
some cases this is already happening. The possession of mobile biological 
agent production faci!ities wil! also aid concealment efforts. Saddam is 
determined not to lose the capabilities that he has been able to develop 
further in the four year.; since inspeetczs left. 

o Saddam 's willlngness to use chemica! and biological weapons: 
intelligence indicates that as part of lraq 's military planning Saddam is 
willing to use chemica! and biological weapons, including agains! bis own 
Sbia population. Intelligence indicates that tbe Irnqi military an: able to 
deploy chemica! or biologica! weapons within 45 mioutes of an order to do 
so. 

Chemica! and biologica! agents: surviving stocks 

6. When confronted with questioos about the unaccounted stocks, Irnq has claimed 
repeatedly that if it had retained any chemica! agents from befare the GulfWar 
they would have deteriorated sufficiently to render tbcm harmless. But Jraq bas 
admitted to UNSCOM to having the knowledge and capabi!ity to add stabiliser 
to nerve agent and ether chemical warfare agents whicb would prevent such 
decomposition. In 1997 UNSCOM also examined some munitions which had 
been filled with mustard gas prior to 1991 and found tbat tbey remained very 
toxic and showed little sign of deterioration. · 

7. Irnq has claimed that all its biologica! agents and weapons have been destroyed. 
No convincing proof of any kind has been produced to support this claim. In 
particular, Jraq could not explain large discrepancies between the amount of 
growth media ( nuttienis required for the specialised growth of agent) it procured 
before 1991 and !he amounts of agent it admits to having manufactured. The 
discrepancy is enough to produce more than three times !he amount of anthrax 
allegedly manufactured. 

Chemical agent: production capabilities 

8. Intelligence" shows that lraq has continued to produce chemica! agent. During 
!he GulfWar a number offacilities which intelligence reporting indieated were 
directiy or indirectly associated with Iraq's chemica! weapons effort were 
attacked and damaged Following the ccasefire UNSCOM destroyed or rendered 
harmless facilities and equipment used in lraq 's chemica] weapons programme. 
Other equipment was released for civilian usc either in industry or academie 
institutcs, where it \Vas taggcd and regularly inspected and monitored, or elsc 
placed under camera monitoring. to ensure that it was not being. misused. This 
monitoring ceascd when UNSCOM withdrew from lraq in 1998. However. 
capabilities remain anrl. although the main chcmical weapon production facility 
at al-Muthanna was completely destroyed by UNSCOM and has noi been 
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rebuilt, other plants formerly associated with the chemica] warfare progrnrn.me 
have been rebuill These include the chlorine and phenol plant at Fallujah 2 near 
Habhaniyah. In addition to !heir civilian uses, chlorine and phenol are used for 
precursor chemieals whlch contribute to the production of chemica! agents. 

9. Otber dual-use facilities, whlch are capable of being used to support the 
production of chemica! agent and precursors, have been rebuilt and re-equipped. 
New chemicallàcilities have been built, some with illegal foreign assistance, 
and are probably fully operational or ready for production. These include the lbn 
Sma Company atTarmiyab (see figure !), which .sa chemica! research centre. 
It undertakes research, development and production of chemieals previously 
irnported but nol now available and which are needed for Iraq's cîvil industry. 
The Director General of the researchcentreis Hikmat Na'irn ai-Jalu whoprior 
to the Gulf War worleed in lraq 's nuclear weapons programme and aft er the war 
was responsible for preserving Iraq's cbemical expertise. 

FIGURE l' THE JB.'I SINA COMPANY AT TAR.'flYAH 

10. Partsof :he ai-Qa'qa' chemica! complex darnaged in the Gulf War have aiso 
been repaired and are operational. Of partienlar concern are elements of thc 
pbosgene production plant at al-Qa'qa'. These were severely darnaged during 
the GulfWar, and dismantled undcr UNSCOM supervision, but have sincc been 
rebuilt. Wbile phosgene does have industrial uses it can also be uscd by itsdf as 
a cheinical agent or as a precursor for nervc agent. 

11. Iraq has retained thc expertise for chcmical warfarc research, agent production 
and weaponisarion. Most ofthe persennel previously involved in thc programm~ 
rcmain in country. While U'NSCOM found a numbcr of technica! rnam.I.als (so 
called "cook books") for the production of chemica} agents and critica! 
precursors, Iraq's claim to have unilaterally destroycd the bulk of the 
documentation carmot be confirmcd and is almast certainly untruc. Recent 
lntelligence indicatcs that Iraq is still discussing methods of conce3.ling such 
documentation in order to ensure that it is not discovcred by any futurç UN 
inspections. 



The Problem of Dual-Use Facilities 

Almast o.ll components and supplies used in we:>pons of mass destnu:tion 
and ballistic missile programmes are dual-use. For aample, any major 
petrochemical or biotech industry, as wel! as public health organisations, wil! 
have legitimate need for most materials and equipment required to 
manufacture chemical and biologica! weapons. Without UN weapons 
inspeetors it is very difficult therefore to be sure about the true nature of 
many of Iraq's facilities. 

For example, Iraq has built a large new chemical complex, Project Baiji, in 
the desert in north west Iraq at al-Sberqat (see figure 2). This site is a fonner 
uranium enrichment facility which was damaged during the Gulf War 
and rendered harmless under supervision of the IAEA. Part of the site bas 
been rcbuilt, with work startingin 1992, as a chemical production complex. 
Despite the site beiag far away from popuialed areas it is surrounded by a 
high wal! with watch towcrs and guarded by armed guards. lntelligence 
reports indicate !bat it wil] produce nitric acid which .can be used in 
explosives, missile fuel and in !he purification of uranium. 

FJGURE 2: AL._<;HARQAT CHEMICAL PRODUITION FACILITY 

Biologica) agent: production capabilities 

12. \Ve know from intelligence that Iraq has continued to produce biologica! warfarc 
agents. As with some chemical equipment, UNSCOM only dcstroyed cquipmcnt 
that could bc directly linked to biologica! weapons production. lraq also has its 
own engineering capability to design and construct biological agent associatc:d 
fermcntcrs, centrifuges, sprayer dryers and other equipment and is judged to bc 
self-sufficient in the technology required to produce biologica{ wcapons. Thc 
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experienced persoanel who were active in the programme have !aigely remained 
in the country. Same dual-use equipment bas also heen purcbased, but without 
monitoring by UN inspeetors lraq could have diverted it to !heir biologica! 
weapons programme. This ncw ly pun:hased equipment and ether equipment 
previously subject to monitoring could be used in a resurgent biological warfare 
programme. Facilities of concern include: 

.. the Castor Oil Production Plant at Fallujab: this was damaged in UK/US air 
attacks in 1998 (Operation Desert Fox) but bas been rebuilt The residue 
_ram the castor bean pulp can be used in the production of the biological 
agent ricin; 

0 the al-Dawrab Foet and Mouth Discase Vaccine lnstitute: which was 
involved in biologica! agent production and research befare the GulfWar; 

0 the Amariyah Sera and Vaccine Plant at Abu Ghraib: UNSCOM estahlished 
that this facility was used to store biologica] agents, seed stocks and conduct 
biologica! warfare associated genetic research prior to the Gulf War. It bas 
now expanded its slorage capacity. 

13. UNSCOM established that Iraq considered the use of mobile biologica] agent 
production faci!ities. In the past two years evidence from defectars bas indicated 
the existence of such facilities. Recent intelligence comums that the Iraqi 
military have developed mobile facilities. These would help Iraq conccal and 
proteet biologica! agent production from military attack or UN inspection. 

Chemical and biologica! agents: delivery means 
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14. Jraq bas a variety of delivery means availahle for bath chemica! and biologica! 
agents. These include: 

e free-fall bombs: Iraq acknowledged to UNSCOM the deployment to two 
sites of free-fall bombs filled with biologica! agent during 1990--91. These 
bombs were filled with anthrax, botulinum toxin and aflatoxin. lraq also 
acknowledged passossion of four types of aerial bomb with various chemica! 
agent fills including sulphur mustard, tahun, sarin and eyclosarin; 

e artillery shells and rackets: l.raq made extensive use of artillery munitions 
filled with chemica! agents during the Iran-lraq War. Mortars can also be 
üsed for chemica! agent delivery. [raq is known to have tested thc use: of 
shells and rockets filled with biologica! agents. Over 20,000 artillery 
munitions remain unaccounted for by UNSCOi\1; 

e helicopter and aircraft borne spraycrs: Iraq canied out studies into aeroso I 
dissernination of biologica! agent using these platforms prior to 1991. 
UNSCOM was unable to account for many of these deviccs. It is probable 
that !raq retains a capability for acrosol dispersal of bath chemica! and 
biologica\ agent over a large area; 

e ai-Hussein ballistic missiles (range 650km): lraq told UNSCOM that it filled 
25 warheads with anthra~. botulinum toxin and aflatoxin. Iraq also 



developed chemica! agent warl!eads for al-Hussein. haq admitted to 
producing 50 chemica! warheads for al-Hussein which were intended for the 
delivery of a mixture of sarin and cyclosarin. However, technica! analysis of 
warl!ead remnants bas shown traces of VX degradation product which 
indicate that some additional warl!eads were made and ÏII!ed with VX; 

e al-Samoud/Ababil-100 ballistic missiles (range 150km plus): it is unclear if 
chemica! and biologica! warl!eads have been developed for these systems, 
but given the Iraqi experience on ether missile systems, we judge that Iraq 
bas the technica! expertise for doing so; 

e L-29 remotely piloted 
vebicle programme (see 
figure 3): we know from 
intelligence that haq bas t;:i~--
attemptéd to modify the L- '" 
29 jet trainer to allow it to be 
used as an Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle (UAV) which is a..llllllllll!!ll 
potentially capable of 
delivoring chemica! and L'---'--'------------_1 
biologica! agents over a :f1GURE3:TIIEL-29JETTRAINER 

large area. 

Chemica! and biologica! warfare: cummand and control 

15. The authority to use chemica! and biologica! weapons ultimately resides with 
Saädam but intelligence indicates that he may have also delegaled this authority 
to bis son Qusai. Special Security Organisation (SSO) and Special Republican 
Guard (SRG) units would be invalvod in the movement of any chemica! and 
biologica! wcapons to military units. The haqi military holds artillery and 
rnissile systerns at Corps level throughout the Armed Farces and conduels 
regular training with !hem. The Directorale of Roeket Farces has operational 
control of strategie rnissile systems and sorne Multiple Laur.cher Roeket 
Systems. 

Chemica! and biological weapons: summary 

16. Intelligence shows that Iraq has covert chernical and biologica! weapons 
programmes, in breach of UN Security Council Resolution 687 and bas 
continued to produce chemica! and biologica] agents. Iraq bas: 

e chemica! and bio!ogical agents and weapons available, both from pre-Gulf 
War stocks and more recent product ion; 

e the capabi!ity to produce the chcmical agents rnustard gas, tab~ sarin, 
cyclosarin, and VX cap<Jble of producing mass casualties; 
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" a biological agent production capability and can produce at least anthra.~, 
botulinum toxin, aflal<llÜn and ricin. lraq bas also developed mobile 
facilities to produce biologica! agents; 

" a variety of delivery means available; 

e militaty forces, wl:üch maintain the capability to use these weapons with 
command, control and logistical arrangements in place. 

NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

Joint Intelligence Committee (JJC) Assessments: 1999-2001 

!7. Since 1999 !he JlC bas monitored Iraq's attempts to reconstitute its nuclear 
weapons programme. In mid-2001 the JlC assessed !bat Iraq had continued its 
nuclear research aller 1998. The JlC drew attention to intelligence !bat lraq had 
recalled its nuclear scientists to !he programme in 1998. Since 1998 lraq had 
been trying to procure items !bat could be for use in the construction of 
centrifuges for the enrichment of uranium. 

Iraqi nuclear weapons expertise 
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18. Paragraphs 5 and 6 of Chapter 2 describe !he lraqi nuclear weapons programme 
prior to the Gulf War. It is clear ftom IAEA inspections and Iraq's own 
declarations !bat by 1991 considerable progress had· been made in both 
developing methods to produce Ïlssile material and in weapons design. The 
IAEA dismantled the physical infrastructure of tbe !raqi nuclear weapons 

Elements of a. nnclear weapons progr.amme: nucle.ar ïtssion weapon 

A typical nuclear Iission weapon consists of: 

e fissile material for the core which gives out hugc amounts of explosive 
energy from nuclear reactions when made .. super critical.. through 
extreme compression. Fissile material is usually either highly enriched 
uranium (HEU) or weapons-grade plutonium: 

- BEU can be made in gas centrifuges (sec separate box on p25); 

- plutonium is made by reprocessing fuel from a nuclear reactor; 

e cxplosives which are neerled to comprcss the nuclear core. These 
explosives also require a complex arrangement of detonators, explosive 
charges to produce an even and rapid comprcssion of the co re; 

e sophisticated electranies to fire the explosives; 

e a neutron initiator to provide initia! burst of neutrons tostart the nuclear 
rcactions. 



Weaponisation 

Weaponisation is the conven;ion of these concepts into a reliable weapon. It 
includes: 

., developing a weapon design through sophisticated science and complex 
calculations; 

., engineering design to integrale with the delivery system; 

e specialised equipment to cast and machine safely the nuclear core; 

e dedicated facilities to assembie tbe warhcarls; 

e facilities to rigorously test all individual components and designs; 

The complexity is much greater for a weapon tbat can fit into a rnissile 
warltead than fora larger Nagasaki-type bomb. 

programme, including tbe dedicated facilities and equipment for uranium 
separation and enrichment, and for weapon development and production, and 
rernoved tbe remaining highly enriched uranium. But Iraq retained, and retains, 
many of its experienced nuclear scientists and technicians who are specialised in 
the production of Î!Ssile material and weapons design. Intelligence indicates tbat 
lraq also retains the accompanying programme documentation and data. 

19. Intelligence shows that tbe present Iraqi programme is almost certainly seeking 
an indigenous ability to enrich uranium to the level neerled fora nuclear weapon. 
Jt indicates tbat the approach is basedon gas centrifuge uranium enrichment, one 
of the routes Iraq was following for producing fissile material before the Gulf 
Wár. But lraq needs certain key equipment, including gas centrifuge components 
and components for the production of fissile material before a nuclear bomb 
could be developed. 

Gas centrifuge uranium enrichment 

Uranium in the form of uranium hexafluoride is separated into its different 
isotopos in rapidly spinning rotor tubes of special centrifuges. Many 
hundreds or tbousands of centrifuges are conneeled in cascades to enrich 
uranium. If the lightcr U235 isotope is enriched to more than 90% it can be 
used in th~ core of a nuclear weapon. 

20. Following the departure of weapons inspecton; in 1998 there has been an 
accumulation of intelligencc indicating that Irnq is mak.ing concerted covert 
elfarts to acquire dual-usc technology and matenals with nuclear applications. 
Iraq's known holdings of proccssed uranium are under IAEA supervision. But 
there is intelligcnce that Iraq has sought thc supply of significant quantities of 
uranium from Africa. Iraq has no active civil nuclear power programme or 
nuclcar power plants and thercfore has no legitimatc reason to acqu.ire uranium. 
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Iraq's dvil nuclear programme 

" Iraq's long-st:mding civil nuclear power prog:rnmme is limited to small 
scale research. Activities that could he used for military purposes are 
prohibited by UNSCR 687 and 715. 

e lraq bas no nuclear power plants and therefore no reqlrirement for 
uranium as fuel. 

e Iraq bas a number of nuclear research progrnmmes in the fields of 
agriculture, biology, chemistry, materials and pharmaceutical.s. None of 
these activities reqlrires more than tiny amounts of uranium v,;bich Iraq 
could supply from its own resources. 

e Iraq's research reactors are non-operational; two were bombed and one 
·was never completed 

21. Intelligence shows that other important preeurement activity since 1998 has 
included attempts to purchase: 

., vacuum pumps which could be used te create and maintain pressures in a gas 
centrifuge cascade needeel to enrich uranium; 

,. an entire magnet production Iine of !he correct specificatien for use in the 
motors and top hearings of gas centrifuges. 1t appears that !raq is attempting 
to acquire a capability to produce !hem on its own rather than rely on foreign 
praeure ment; 

e Anhydrous Hydragen Fluoride (AHF) and fluoriDe gas. AHF is commooly 
used in the petrochemical industry aod lraq frequently imports significant 
amounts, but it is also used in the process of converting uranium into 
uranium hexafluoride for use in gas centrifuge cascades; 

" one large filament winding machine which could be used to manufacture 
carbon fibre gas centrifuge rotors; 

e a large balancing machine which could be used in initiat centrifuge 
balancing work. 

22. Iraq bas also made repeated atternpts covcrtly to acquire a vcry large quantity 
(60,000 or more) of specialised alwninium tubes. The spccialised alwninium in 
qucstion is subject to international export controts because of its potential 
application in thc construction of gas centrifuges uscd to enrich uranium, 
although thcre is no definitivc intelligence that il is destined for a nucle:~.r 

programrm::. 

Nucle.ar weapons: timelines 
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?' _,. In carly 2002, the JIC assesscd that UN sanctions on lraq were hindering the 
împort of crucial goods for the production of fissilc materiaL The JIC judged 



tbat while sanctions remain effectivo Iraq would mt be able to produce a nuclear 
weapon. If they were removed or prove ineffective, it would take Iraq at least five 
years to produce sufficient fJSSi!e material for a weapon indigenously. However, 
we know tbat Iraq retains expertise and design data relating to nuclear weapons. 
We therefore judge tbat if Iraq obtained fiSSile material and other essential 
components from foreign sourees the timeline for production of a nuclear 
weapon would be shortened and Iraq could produce a nuclear weapon in 
between one and two years. 

BALLISTIC MISSILES 

Joint Intelligence Committee (JIC) Assessment: 1999-2002 

24. in mid-2001 the JIC drew attention to what it descnbed as a ~step-change" in 
progress on the Iraqi missile progrannne over the prwious two years. It was clear 
from intelligence that the range of!raqi missiles which was permitled by !he ûN 
and supposedly limited to l50kms was being extended and that worl< was under 
way on larger engines for longer-range missiles. 

25. In early 2002 the JIC conc!uded that Iraq had bcgun to develop missiles with a 
range of over l,OOOkms. The nc assessed tbat ifsanctions remained effective 
the Iraqis would not be a bie to produce such a missile before 2007. Sanctions 
and !he earlier workof the inspeetors had caused significant prohlems for Iraqi 
missile development In the previous six mon!hs Iraqi fureign praeurement 
efforts for the missile programme bad been bolder. The JIC also assessed that 
Iraq retained up to 20 ai-Hussein missiles ftom before the GulfWar. 

The Iraql ballistic mlssile programme since 1998 

26. ~:~:~~~:E~~P~qt:~ r"--,=-,:~-:_-. -"'."':'·b-_"_:-c·.'.' ""--:'"':._-. :-. >",::-:.---.--.~-~=-=-. ---:-:;"'~:..,:;.,.',""~ 

range of 150krn, which are ·;. •. ,_., ~ __ _,_;.:::;::. •·· . ~ ~~~----
permitted undcr UN Security • ·-· , ,.~ ... 
Council Resolution 687. The '·· :/· · · --~ .... -:::;-~-,.... ~~~ ,.~~ 
al-Sarnoud liquid propellant cl/ .. . i·-;.:. . ~\t 
missite has- been extensively . · --~--:~. :.-~: 
tested and is being deployed to 1 '_.S'-~· :.·:.:··...:·:o""::~:;:·~~!iii~~~:::;. ____ _j 
military units. lnte!ligence ~!GURE •:ABABIL-JOO 
indicates tbat at least 50 have 
been produced. Intclligence also indicates that Iraq bas worked on extending its 
range to at least 200km in brcach ofUN Security Resolution 687. Production of 
the solid propcllant Ababil-100 (Figure 4) is also underway, probably as an 
WlguÏded roeket at this stage. There are also plans to e.xtend its range to at least 
200km. Comparcd to liquid propeilani missilcs, those powered by solid 
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propellant offer greater ease of storage, handling and mobility. They are also 
quicker to !ake into and out of action and can stay al a hlgh state of readiness for 
Jonger periods. 

27. According to intelligence, Iraq has retained up to 20 al-Hussein missiles (Figure 
5), in breach ofUN Security Council Resolution 687. These missi!es were either 
hldden from !he UN as complete systerns, or re-assernbled using illegally 
retained engines and other components. We judge tbat the engineering expertise 
available would allow these missiles to be maintained effectively, although the 
fact tbat at least some require re-assembly makes it difficu!t to judge exactly how 
many could be available for use. They could be used with conventional, chemica! 
or biologica! warheads and, with a range of up to 650km, are capable of reaching 
a number of countries in !he region including Cyprus, Turkey, SaudiArabia, Jran 
andlsrael. 

F!GURE: 5, AL-HUSSE!N 



28. Iutelligence b.as conflrnl<d lhat lraq wanls to extend tl:te range of its missile 
systems to over 1 OOOkrn, =bliD.g it to tlu-ea!en olher reg:ional neigb.bours. This 
work bega>:o in !998, allhough efforls to regenerale lhe long-range ballistic 
missile prograrmne probably began iD 1995. Iraq's missile programmes employ 
hundred'l of people. Satellite image.ry (Figure 6) has shown a new enginc test 
stand being constructed (A), which is lruger lban !he curreot one used for a!
Sam.oud (B), and lhat fonnerly used for testing SCUD engines (C) wh.ich was 
dismantled under UNSCOM supervision. This new stand wil! be capable of 
testing engines for medium range ballistic missHes (MRBlv.'fs) with ranges over 
lOOOk:m, wbich are not pem:litted under UN Security CounciJ Resolution 687. 
Such a facility wouid not be needed for systems that fall within !he UN 
permitled range of 150lan. The lraqis ha:ve recently taken zneasuxes to conceal 
activities at this site. lraq is also woricing to obtai.n iznpruved guidance 
techo.ology to increase missile accmacy. 

F!GURE 6: AL-RAFAFJSHAHJYA.T UQUllJ PROPELLA.'iT ENGlNE STATIC TEST ST."ND 
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29. The success of UN restrictions means !he development of new longer-range 
missiles is likely to be a slow process. These restrictions impact panicularly on the: 

" availability of foreign expertise; 

o conduct of test flights to ranges above 150km; 

" acquisition of guidance and control technology. 

30. Saddam remaiDs comm.itted to developing longer-range missiles. Even if 
sanctions rernain effective, Iraq migbt achieve a missile capability of over 
1 OOOkm within 5 years (Figure 7 shows !he range oflraq 's various missiles ). 

31. lraq. bas managed to rebuild much of !he missile production infrastructure 
destroyed in the GulfWar and in Operatien Desert Fox in 1998 (see Part 2). Nev.· 
missile-related infrastructure is also under construction. Some aspects of this, 
including roeket propeliani mixing and casting facilities at the al-Mamoun Plant, 
appear to replica te those linked to tbe prohibited Badr-2000 programme (with a 
planned range of 700-1 OOOkm) which were destroyed in the Gulf War or 
dismantled by UNSCOM. A new plant at al-Mamoun for indigenously 
producing ammonium perchlorate, which is a key ingredient in the production 
of solid propeliani roeket motors, bas also been consrructed. This bas been 
provided illicitly by NEC Engineers Private Limited, an lndian chemica! 
engineering firrn with extensive links in Iraq, including toother suspect facilities 
such as !he Fallujah 2 chlorine plant. After an extensive investigation. tbe Indian 
autborities have recently suspended its export licence, altbough other individuals 
and companies are still illicitly procuring for Iraq. 

32. Despite a UN embargo, Iraq bas also made concerted elfarts to acquire 
additional production technology, incJuding machine tools and raw materials, in 
brcacb of UN Security Council Resolution 1051. The embargo has succeeded in 
block.ing many of these attcmpts, such as requests to buy magnesium powder 
and ammonium chloride. But we know from intelligence that some items have 
found !heir way to thc lraqi ballistic missile programme. More wiJl inevitably 
continue to do so. Intelligence makes it clear that lraqi praeurement agents and 
front companies in third countries are seeking illicitly to acquirc propcllant 
chcmkals for Iraq's ballistic mjssiles. This includes production level quantities 
of ncar complete sets of solid propellant roeket motor ingredients such as 
aluminium powder, ammonium pt!rchloratc and hydroxyl terminated 
polybutadicne. Thcre have also been attempts to acquire large quantities of 
!iguid propeilani chemieals such as Unsymmetrical Dimethylhydrazine 
(UDMH) and dicthylcnctriarnene. We judgc these are intended to support 
production and dcploymcm of the al-Samoud and development of longer-range 
systems. 
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FUNDING FOR THE WMD PROGRA.lV.Il\<IE 

33. The UN bas sought to restriet Iraq's ability to generale funds for its chemica!, 
biologica! and other military programmes. For e:<ample, lraq earns money 
legally under the UN Oil For Food Programme (OFF) established by UNSCR 
986, whereby the proceeds of oil sold through !he UN are used to buy 
humanitarian supplies for lraq. This money remruns under UN control and 
cannot be used for military praeurement However, !he Iraqi regime continues to 
generale income outside UN control ei !her in the form of hard cum:ncy or barter 
goods ( which in turn means existing lraqi funds are freed up .o be spent on other 
things). 

UN Sanctions 

UN sanctions on Iraq prohibit all imparts to and experts from lraq. The UN 
must clear any goods entering or leaving. The UN a lso ad ministers the Oil for 
Food (OFF) prograrnme. Any imparts entering Iraq under !he OFF 
programme are cbecked against !he Goods Review List for potential military 
or weapons of mass destructien utility. 

34. These illicit eamings go to the Iraqi regime. They are used for building new 
palaces, as well as purchasing luxury goods and other civilian goods outside !he 
OFF programme. Same of these funds are also used by Saddam Bussein to 
maintain his armed farces, and to develop or acquire military equipment, 
including for chemica!, biologica!, nuclear and ballistic missile prograrnmes. We 
do not know what proportion of these funds is used in this way. But we have se en 
no evidence that lraqi attempts to develop its weapons of mass destructien and 
its ballistic missile programme, for example through covert praeurement of 
equipment from abroad, has been inhibited in any way by Jack of funds. The 
steady increase over the last thrce years in the availability of funds wil! enable 
Saddam to progress the programmes faster. 

Iraq's illicit earnings 

Year 
1999 
20ÓO 
2001 
2002 

Amount in Sbillions 
0.8 to l 
1.5 to 2 
3 
3 ( estirnate) 



PART2 

IDSTORY OF UN WEAPONS INSPECTIONS 
1. During the 1990s, beginning in April!991 immediately after the end of the Gulf 

War, the UN Seeurity Couneil passed a series of resolutions [see box] 
establishing the authonty of UNSCOM and the !AEA to carry out the work of 
dismantling Iraq's arsenal of chemica!, biologica! and nuclear weapons 
progranunes and long-range ballistic missi!es. 

UN Secnrity Council Resolutions relating to Weapons of ;)[ass 

Destrnction 

UNSCR .687, April1991 created the UN Special Commission (UNSCOM) 
and required !raq to accept, unconditionally, "the destruction, remaval or 
rendering barmless, under inteniational supervision" of its chemica! and 
biolngical weapons, ballistic missiles with a range greater than 150km, and 
!heir associated programmes, stocks, components, research and fucilities. 
Tbe International Atomie Energy Agency (lAEA) was eh:uged with abolition 
of Iraq's nuclear weapons programme. UNSCOM and the lAEA must report 
that !heir mission bas been achieved befare the Secunty Council cao end 
sanetions. Tbey have not yet done so. 

UNSCR 707, Augnst 1991, staled that !raq must provide full, !mal and 
complete disciosure of all its programmes for weapons of mass destructien 
and provide unconditional and unrestricted access to UN inspectors. For over 
à decade !raq has been in breach of this resolution. !raq must also cease all 
nuclear activities of any kind other than civil use of isotopes. 

UNSCR 715, October 1991 approved plans prepared by UNSCOM and 
!AEA for the ongoing monitoring and verification (OMV) arrangements to 
irnplement UNSCR 687. !raq did nol aceede to this until November 1993. 
OMV was conducted from Aprill995 to IS December 1998, wben the UN 
left !raq. 

UNSCR 1051, March 1996 staled that lraq must deelare the shipment of 
dual-use goods which eould be used for mass destructien weaponry 
programmes. 

These resolutions were passcd under Chapter VIl of the UN Charter which is the 
instrument that allows the UN Security Council to authorise the use of military 
force to enforcc its rcsolutions. 

2. As outlined in UNSCR 687, Iraq's chemica], biologica} and nuclear weapons 
programmes wcre also a breach of Iraq's commitments under. 

* The 1925 Gene'" Protocol which bans thc use of chemica! and biologica! 
weapons; 
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., the Biologica! and T<»cin Weapons Convention which hans the development, 
production, stockpiling, acqumtion or retentien of biologica! ''''"'pons; 

e the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty which prohibits lraq from 
manufacturing or otherwise acquiriog nuclear weapons. 

3. UNSCR 687 obliged Iraq to provide declarations on all aspects of its weapons 
of mass destrucnon programmes within 15 days and accept the destruction, 
remaval or rendering harmless under international supervision of its chemical, 
biological and nuclear progranunes, and all ballistic missiles with a range 
beyond 150km. Iraq did nol make a satisfactory declamtion within the specified 
time-frame. 

Iraq accepted the UNSCRs and agreed to co-operate with UNSCOM. The 
histtiry of the UN weapons inspections was cbaracterised by persistent Iraqi 
obstruction. 

UNSCOM and the IAEA were given the remit to designale any locations for 
inspeetion at any time, review any docwnent and interview any scientist, 
tecbnician or other individual and seize any prohibited items for destruction. 

Iraqi Non-C!Hlperation with the Inspeetors 

34 

4. The farmer Chairman of UNSCOM, Ricbard Butler, reported to the UN 
Security Council in January 1999 that in 1991 a decision was taken by a high
level Iraqi Government committee to provide inspeetors with only a portion of 
its prosenbed weapons, components, production capabilities and stocks. 
UNSCOM concluded that lraqi policy was based on the following actions: 

e to provide only a portion of extant weapons stocks. releasing for destructien 
only those that were least modem; 

* to retain the production capabllîty and documentation neccssary to reviÇe 
progranunes when possible; 

e to conceal thc .full ex tent of its chemica! wcapons program me, including the 
VX nerve agenl project; to conceal the number and type of chemica! and 
biölogical warheads for prescribed long-range rnisslles; 

e and to conccal thc existcncc of its biclogkal weapons programme. 

5. In December 1997 Richard Butler reported to lhe UN Security Council that [r:Jq 
had crcated a new catcgory of sites, "Presidential" and "sovereign". frorn which 
it claimcd that UNSCO:V[ inspeetors would hcnccforth bc barrcd. The terms of 
the ceasefirc in 1991 foresJ.w no such limitation. Howcvcr, Iraq con:;istently 
refused to aUow UNSCO:NI inspeetors acccss to any of these cight Presidcntial 
sites. Many of these so-callcd "palaccs .. are in fact large compounds which are 
an intcgral part of Iraqi counter-measures designed to hide weapons material 
(sce photograph on p35). 



A photograph of a "presidential site" or what have been <:alled "palaces". 
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Iraq's policy of deteption 

Iraq bas admitted to UNSC0:\<1 to having a large, effective, system for biding 
prescribed material including documentation, components, production 
equipment and possibly biologica! and chemica! agents and weapons from 
the UN. Shortly after the adeption of UNSCR 687 in April 1991, an 
Administrative Security Cammiltee (ASC) was fonned with responsibility 
for advising Saddam on the informatica which could be released to 
UNSCOM and the IAEA. The Cammiltee consisted of senior Military 
Industrial Commission (MIC) scientists from all oflraq's weapons of mass 
destructien programmes. The Higher Security Cammiltee (HSC) of the 
Presidential Office was in overall cammand of decepiion opcrations. The 
system was directed from the very highest politica! levels within the 
Presidential Office and inval veel, if nat Saddam himself, his youngest sen, 
Qusai. The system for hiding prosenbed material relies on high mobility and 
good cammand and controL It uses lorries to mnve items at short notice and 
most hide sites appear to be located close to good raad links and 
telecommunications. The Baghdad area was particularly favoured. In 
addition to active measures to hide material from the UN, Iraq bas alteropled 
to monitor, delay and collect intelligence on UN operations to aid its overall 
deception plan. 



Intimidation 

6. Once inspeetors had arrived in lraq, it quickly became apparent tbat the Iraqis 
wou1d resort to a range of measures (including physical threats and 
psychological intimidation of inspectors) to prevent UNSCOM and the !AEA 
from fulfllling their mandate. 

7. In response to sucb incidents, the President of the Security Council issued 
frequent statements calling on lraq to comply wi1h its disarmament and 
monitoring obligations. 

Iraqi obstruction ofUN weapons inspeetion teams 

o fuing warning shots in the air to prevent IAEA inspeetors from 
intercepting nuc!earrelated equipment (June 1991); 

• keeping !AEA inspeetors in a car park fur 4 dayS and refusing to allow 
them to leave with incriminating doeurneuts on Iraq's nuclear weapons 
programme (September 1991); 

" announcing that UN monitoring and verification plans were "unlawful" 
(Ortober 1991); 

" refusing UNSCOM inspeetors access to the lraqi Ministry of Agriculture. 
Threats were made to inspeetors who remained on watch outside the 
building. The inspeetion team bad reliable evidence tbat the site 
contaioed archives related to prosenbed activities; 

" in 1991-2 lraq objected to UNSCOM using its own helicopters and 
choosing its own flight plans. In January 1993 it refused to allow 
UNSCOM the use of its own aircraft to fly into Iraq; 

• refusing to allow UNSCOM to install remote-controlled monitoring 
cameras at two key missile sites (June-July 1993); 

e repeatedly denying access to inspeetion teams (1991- December 1998); 

e intenering with UNSCOM's helicopter operations, threatening the safety 
of the aircraft and !heir crews (June 1997); 

e demanding the end of U2 overflights and the withdrawal of US 
UNSCOM staff (October 1997); 

o destroying documentary evidcnce of programmes for weapons of mass 
destn;ction (September 1997). 

Obstruction 

8. lraq denied that it had pursucd a biologica! wcapons programmeuntil July 1995. 
In July 1995, lraq acknowlcdged that biologica! agents had been producedon an 
industrial scale at al-Hakam. Followlng the defection in August 1995 of Hussein 
Kamil, Saddam's son-in-law and former Director of the Military 
lndustrialisation Commission, Iraq relcasedover 2million documents relating to 
its mass destructien weaponry programmes and acknowledgcd that it had 
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pursued a biologica! programme tbat led to the deptoyment of actual weapons. 
Jraq adrnitted producing 183 biologica! weapons with a reserve of agent to mt 
considerably more. 

Inspeetion ofiraq's biologica! weapons programme 

In tbe course of !he fliSt biologica! weapoos inspeetion in August 1991, Iraq 
claimed that it had merely conducted a military biologica! research 
programme. At !he site visited, al-Salman, lraq had removed equipment, 
documents and even enrire buildings. Later in the year, during a visit to the 
al-Hakam site, Iraq declared to UNSCOM inspeetors that !he facility was 
used as a factory to produce proteins derived from yeast to feed animals. 
Inspeetors subsequently discovered that tbe plant was a central site for the 
production of anthrax spores and botulinum toxin for weapons. The factory 
had also been sanitised by Iraqi officials to deceive inspectors. Iraq continued 
to develop !he al-Hakarn site into !he 1990s, misleading UNSCOM about its 
true purpose. 

Another key site, the Foot and Mouth Disease Vaccine Institute at al-Dawrab 
w hich produced botulinum toxin and probably anthrax was not divulged as 
part of the programme. Five years later, after intense pressure, Iraq 
acknowledged that tens of tonnes of bacteriological warfare agent had been 
produced there and at al-Hakarn. 

As doeurneniS reeavered in August 1995 were assessed, it became apparent 
that the full disciosure required by !he UN was far from complete. 
Successive inspeetion teams went to lraq to try to gain greater understanding 
of the programme and to obtain credible supporting evidence. In July 1996 
Iraq refused to discuss its past programme and doctrine forcing the team to 
withdraw in protest Monitoring teams were at the same time finding 
undisclosed equipment and materials associated wi th the past programme. In 
response, Iraq grudgingly provided successive disclosurcs of its programme 
which were judged by UNSCOM and specially convened international panels 
to be technically inadequate. 

In late 1995 lraq acknowledged weapons testing thc biologica! agent ricin, 
but did not provide production information. Two years later, in early 1997, 
UNSCO:'vf discovcrcd evidence that Iraq had produccd ricin. 

9. Iraq tried to obstruct UNSCOM's efforts to lnvcstigate the scale ofits biotogical 
wcapons programmc. It cre3ted forged documents to account for bacterial 
growth media, imported in !he late l980s, specifically for thc production of 
anthra.'\., botulinum to:dn and probably plaguc. The documcnts wcre creatcd to 
indicatc that the material had been importcd by thc State Company for Drugs 
and Mcdical Applianccs Marketing for usc in hospitals and distribution to local 
authorities. Iraq also ccnsored documents and scicntific papers provided to the 
first UN inspeetion team, removing all rcfercnces to key individuals, weapons 
and lndustrial production of agcnts. 



I 0. Iraq has yet to provide any documents concerning production of agent and 
subsequent weaponisation. Iraq destroyed, unilaterally and illegal!y, some 
biologica! weapons in 1991 and 1992 malcing accountingforthese weapons 
impossible. In addition, lraq cleansed a key site at ai-Muthanna, its main 
research and development, production and weaponisation facility for chemica! 
warfare agents, of all evidence of a biologica! prog:ramme in the toxicology 
departmeot, the animal-house and weapons r.Jling station. 

11. 1raq refused to elaborate further on the programme during inspections in 1997 and 
1998, confining discussion to prevÎOllS topics. In July !998 Tariq Aziz personally 
interveeed in !he inspeetion process staling that the biologica! programme was 
more secrel and more c!osed than ether mass destructien weaponry programmes. 
He also played down the significanee of the programme. lraq has presenled the 
biologica! v.-eapons programme as the persooal undertaking of a few misgrtided 
scientists. 

12. At the same time, lraq tried to maintain its nuclear weapons progrnmme via a 
concertcd campaign to deceive IAEA inspectors. In !997 the IAEA Director 
General staled that tbe IAEA was "severely hampered by Iraq's persistenee in a 
policy of concealment and understatement of !he programme's scope". 

Inspeetion achievements 

13. Despite tbe conduct of the lraqi authorities towards !hem, both UNSCOM and 
the IAEA Action Team have valuable records of achlevement in discovering and 
exposing Jraq l; biological weapons programme and destroying very large 
quántities of chemica! weapollS stocks and missiles as wel! as the infrastrocture 
for Iraq's nuclear weapons programme. 

14. Despite UNSCOM's efforts, following the effective ejection ofUN inspeetors in 
December 1998 there remained a series of significant unresolved disarmament 
issues. In summarising the situation in a report to the UN Security Council, the 
UNSCOM Chairman, Richard Butler, indicated that: 

e contrary to the requirement that destructien be conducted under 
international supervision "Iraq undertook e:ttensive, unilateral a.nd secret 
destructien of large quantities of prescribed wcapons and items"; 

e and Iraq .. also pursued a practice of conccalment of prescribed items, 
including wcapons, and a cover up of its activities in contra"·ention of 
Counci\ reso1utions". 

Overall, Richard Butler declared that obstructivc lraqi activity had had "a 
significant impact upon the Commissicn's disarmament work". 
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UNSCOM and IAEA achievements 

UNSCOM surveyed 1015 sites in Iraq, canying out 272 sepaxate inspections. 
Despite !raqi ohstn.ction and intirnidation, UN inspeetors Wlcovered details 
of chemical, biological, nuclear and ballistic missile programmes. Major 
UNSCOMJIAEA achievements included: 
., the destructien of 40,000 muoitions for chemical weapons, 2,610 tonnes 

of chemical precursors and 411 tonnes of chemica! warfare agent; 

., the dismantling of Iraq's prime chemica! v;eapons development and 
production complex at al-Muthanna and a range of key production 
equipment; 

., the destructien of 48 SCUD-type mlssiles, 11 mobile launebers and 56 
sites, 30 warheads filled witb chemica! agents, and 20 conventional 

. warbeads; 
,. the destructien of the al-Ha_'<am biologica! weapons faci!ity and a range 

of production equipmen~ seed stocks and growth media f<!r biological 
weapons; 

" the discovery in 1991 of samples of indigenously-produced higbly 
enriched uranium, forciog Iraq's acknowledgement of uranium 
enrichment programmes and attçmpts to preserve key components of its 
probibited nuclear weapons programme; 

o the remaval and destructien ofthe infrastructure for the nuc!ear weapons 
prograrnme, ·including the al-Atbir weaponisation!testing facility. 

WiibdraW:ll of the inspeetors 
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15. By the end of 1998 UNSCO;'<.! was in direct confrontation with the Iraqi 
Govemment wbich was refusing to co-operate. The US and the UK had made 
clcar that anything short of full co-operation wou!d make military action 
unavoidablc. Richard Butler wa; requested to report to the UN Security Council 
in December 1998 and staled that, following a series of direct confrontations, 
coupled with thc systematic refusal by Iraq to co-operate, UNSCOM was no 
Jonger able to perfarm its disarmament mandate_ As a direct result on 
16 December the weapons inspeetors were withdrawn. Opcration Desert Fox 
was Jaunched by the US and the UK a fcw hours afterwards. 

Operation Desert Fo' {16-19 December 1998) 

Operatien Desert Fo:-t targetcd industrial facilitics rclatcd to Iraq's ballistic 
missik progrJmmc and a suspect biologica! warfarc facility as \veil as 
military airficJds and sites uscd by Iraq·s sccurity organisntions which are 
involved in its wcJ.pons of mass destructien programmes. Key facilities 
associated with Saddam Husscin 's ballistic missilc programme we re 
significantly dcgradcd. 



The situation since 1998 

16. Th ere have been no UN-mandated weapons inspcctions in Iraq since 1998. In an 
elfort to enforce Iraqi compliance with its disannament and monitoring 
obligations, the UN Security Council passed Resolution 1284 in December 
1999. This established the United Natioos Monitoring, Verification and 
Inspeetion Commission (UNMOVIC) as a successar organisation to UNSCOM 
and called on Jraq to give UNMOVIC inspeetors "immediate, unconditional and 
unrestricted access to any and all areas, fàcilities, equipment, records and meaos 
of transporf'. lt also set out the steps Jraq needed to take in return for the 
eventual suspension and Jifting of sanctions. A key measure of lraqi compliance 
would be full co-operation with UN inspectors, including unconditional, 
immedia te and unrestricted access to any and all sites, persennel and documents. 

17. For the past three years, Jraq bas allowed the IAEA to carry out an annual 
inspeetion of a stockpile of nuclear material ( depleted natura! and low-enricbed 
uranium). This bas led some countries and western commentators to coneinde 
erroneously !bat Jraq is meeting its nuclear disarmarnent and monitoring 
obligations. As the !AEA bas pointed out in recent weeks, this annual inspeetion 
does "nol serve as a substitute for the verification activities required by the 
relevant resolutioos of the UN Security Council". 

18. Dr Hans Blix, tbe Executive Chainnan of UNMOVIC, and Dr Mohammed El
Baradei, the DirecterGeneral of !he IAEA, have declared !bat in the absence of 
inspections it is impossible to verify Iraqi eompliance withits UN disarmament 
and monitoring obligations. In April 1999 an independent UN panel of experts 
noted that "!he Jonger inspeetion and monitoring activities remain suspended, 
the more difficult the comprebensive implementatioo of Security Couoci! 
resolutioos becomes, increasing the risk that lraq might reconstitute its 
prescribed weapoos prograrnmes". 

19. The departure of the inspeetors greatly diminished the ability of the international 
comrnW1ity to monitor and assess Iraq ~s continuing attempts to reconstitute its 
chemical, biological, nuclear and ballistic missilc prograrnmes. 
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PART3 

IRAQ UNDER SADDAM RUSSEIN 

Introduetion 

1. The Republic of lraq is bounderl by T urkey, Ir.m, Kuwait, Saudia A1llbia, Jordan, 
Syria and the Persian Gulf. lts population of around 23 miJlion is etlmically and 
rdigiously diverse. Approximately 77% are Arabs. Sunni Muslims form around 
17% of the Arab population and dominate the governroenl A bout 60% of lraqts 
are Shias and 20"/o are Kurds. The remaining 3% of the popuiatien consists of 
Assyrians, Turkomans, Armenians, Christians and Yazidis. 

Saddam Husseba's rise to power 

Saddam Russein was bom in I 937 in the Tikrit district, north ofBaghdad. In 
I 957 he joined the Ba'ath Party. After taking part in a failed allempt to 
assassinate the Iraqi President, Abdul Karim Qasim, Saddam escaped, fiiSt to 
Syria aod !hen to Egypt In his absence he was senteneed to 15 years 
irnprisonmenl 

Saddarn returned to Baghdad in 1963 when !he Ba'ath Party came !!>power. 
He wentinto hiding after the Ba'ath feil from power later that year. He was 
captured and imprisoned, but in !967 eseaped and took over respoosibility 
(or Ba'ath security. Saddam set about imposing his will on the Party and 
establishing himself at the centre of power.-

The Ba'ath Party retwned to power in 1968. In 1969 Saddam becameVice
Chainnan of the Revolutionary Cammand Council, Deputy to the President, 
and Deputy Secretary General of the Regionat Cammand of the Ba'ath. In 
1970 he joined the Party's National Cammand aod in 1977 was e!ected 
Assistani Secretary Genera!. In July 1979, he took over the Presidency of 
lraq. Within days, five fellow members of the Revolutionary Cernmand 
Council were accused of involvement in a coup attempt. Thcy and 17 ethers 
were summarily exccuted. 

2. Public Iife in lraq is norninally dominaled by the Ba'ath Party (sec box on p44). 
But all real authority rests with Saddam and his immediate circle. Saddam's 
family, tribe and a srna!l number of associates remain bis most loyal supporters. 
He uses them to convey bis orders, including to memhers of thc govcrnmcnl. 

3. Saddam uses patronage and violcnce to motivatc his supporters and to control or 
climina.te opposition. Potentiai rewards includc social status. money and better 
access to goods. Saddam's extensive security apparatus and Ba'ath Party 
nctwork provides oversight of lraqi society, with informants in social, 
government and military organisations. Sadd:un practises torture, exccution and 
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other farms of coen:ion against his enemies, real or suspected. His targets are 
nol only those who have offended him, but also !heir làmilies, ftiends or 
colleagues. 

Tbe Iraqi Ba'ath Party 

The Ba 'ath Party is the only !ega! politica! party in Iraq. It pervarles all 
aspects of Iraqi life. Membership, around 700,000, is necessary for self
advancement and confers benefits from tbe regime. 

4. Saddam acts to ensure that there are no ether eentres of power in Iraq. He bas 
crushed parties and ethnlc groups, such as the communists and the Kurds, which 
rnigbt try to assert themselves. Memhers oftbe opposition abroad have been the 
targets of assassination attempts conducted by Iraqi security services. 

Saddam Hus!rein's security apparatus 

Saddam relies on a long list of security organisations with overlapping 
responsibilities. The main ones are: 
" The Special Security Organisation oversces Saddarn's security and 

monitors tbc loyalty of other security services. lts reemits are 
predominantly from Tikrit 

., The Special Republican Guard is equipped with the best available 
military equipment lts memhers are selected on thc basis of loyalty to 
!he regime. 

,. The Directorale of General Security is primarily responsible for 
countering threats from !he civilian population. 

a The Directorate of General Intelligence monitors and suppresses 
dissident activities at home and abroad. 

e The Directorate of 1\-lilitary Intelligence's role includes the 
investigation of military persenneL 

e The Saddam Fidayeen, under the control of Saddarn 's son Udayy, bas 
been used to deal with civil disturbanccs. 

5. Arrni officers are an important part of thc Iraqi government's netwerk of 
infonners. Suspicîon that officers have arnbitions othcr than the service of the 
President leads to immcdiatc execution. lt is routine for Saddam to take pre
cmptivc action against these who he belicvcs might conspire against him. 

Internat Repression- tbe Kurds and the Shias 
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6. Saddam has pursucd a long-term programme of persecution of thc Iraqi Kurds, 
including through thc use of. chemica! weapons. During the Ir.:m·lraq war, 
Saddam appointed his cousin, Ali Hasan al-Majid, as his deputy in tbc nonh. In 



1987-88, al-Majid led the "Anfal" campaign of attacks on Kurdish vi!lages. 
Amnesty International estimates tbat more than 100,000 Kurds were killed or 
disappeared during tbis period. 

Repcession and contrvl: some examples 

" A campaigu of mass am:sts and killing of Shia activisls led to tbe 
execution of tbe Ayatollah Baqir al-Sadr and bis sister in April1980. 

" In 1983 80 memhers of anotber teading Shia family were arrested. Six of 
tbem, all religious leaders, were executed. 

e A massive chemica! weapons attack on Kurds in Halahja town in March 
1988 killing 5000 and injuring 10,000 more. 

• A large number of officers from the Jabbur tribe were execuled in tbe 
early l990s for the alleged disloyalty of a few ofthem. 

7. After the GulfWar in 1991 Kurds in the north oflraq rose up againstBaghdad's 
rule. In response tbc lraqi regime lcilled or irnprisoned tbousands, prompting a 
humanitarian crisis. Over a miJlion Kurds fled into tbe mollll1ains and !ried to 
escape lraq. 

8. Persecution of Iraq's Kurds continues, although tbe proteetion provided by the 
northern No-F1y Zone bas belped to curb tbe worst excesses. But Olllside this 
zone tbe Baghdad regime bas continued a policy of persecution and 
intimidation. 

9. The regime has used chemica! weapons against the Kurds, most nolab!y in an 
attack on the town of Halabja in 1988 (see Part 1 Cbapter 2 paragraph 9). The 
irnplicit threat of tbe use of chemica! weapons against the Kurds and atbers is an 
important part of Saddam 's attempt to keep the civilian population under controL 

10. The regime bas !ried to displace the traditional Knrdish and Turkoman 
populations of the areas under its controL primarily in order to weaken Kurdish 
claims to the oil-rich area around the narthem city of Kirkuk. Kurds and ether 
non-Arabs are forcibly ejected to the three narthem Iraqi govemorates, Dohuk, 
Arbil and Sulairnaniyah, which are under de facto Kurdish controL According to 
the United Nations Commission on Human Rights (UNCHR) Special 
Rapporteur- for lraq, 94,000 individuals have been expclled since 1991. 
Agricultural land owoed by Kurds has been confiscated and redistributcd to 
lraqi Arabs. Arabs frorn southem Iraq have been effered incentives to move into 
the Kirkuk area. 

11. Af\er the 1979 revolution that ousted the Shah in Iran, Saddam intensified a 
campaign against the Shia Muslim majority of Iraq, fearing that they might be 
encouraged by the new Shia regime in Iran. 

12. On 1 March 1991, in the wake ofthe GulfWar, riots broke out in tbe soulhem 
city of Basra, spreading quick.ly to othcr cities in Shia-dominated southern Iraq. 
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The regime responded by killing tbousands. Many Shia tried to escape to Iran 
and Saudi Arabia. 

13. Some of the Shia hostile to the regime sougin refuge in the marshland of 
soulhem Iraq. In order to subjugate the area, Saddsm embarked on a large-scale 
programme to drain the marshes to allow lraqi ground forces to eliminale all 
opposition there. The rural popwation of the area lied or we re forced to move to 
southem cities or across the border into Iran. 

Saddam Hussein's Wars 

46 

14. As well as ensuring his absolute control inside lraq, Saddsm bastried to make 
Iraq the dominant power of the region. In pursuil of these objectives he bas led 
Iraq ·into two wars of aggression against neighbours, the Iran-Iraq war and the 
invasion of Kuwail 

15. With the fa!! of the Shah in Iran in 1979, relations between Iran and Iraq 
deteriorated sharply. In September I 980 Saddsm renounced a border treaty he 
had agreed with Iran in 1975 ceding half of the Shatt al-Arab waterway to Iran. 
Shortly thereafter, Saddam launched a large-scale invasion of Iran. He believed 
that he could take advantage of the state of weakness, isolation and 
disorganisation he perceived in post·revolutionary Iran. He airned to seize 
territory, including that ceded to Iran a few years earlier, and to assert Iraq's 
position as a leader of the Arab world. Saddarn expected it to be a short, sharp 
campaign. But the conflict lasted for eight years. Iraq flred over 500 ballistic 
missiles at Iranian targets, including major cities. 

Opposition to Saddam during the Iran-Iraq war 

During the war Saddam's security apparatus ensured that any interna! dissent 
or opposition was quickly eliminated. In 1982 he quickly purged a group 
within Iraq's ruling clique which bad suggested that the war might be brought 
to an end more quickly if Saddsm stood down. 

16. It is estimatcd that the lran-Iraq war cost thc two sides a million casualtics. lraq 
used ebemical wcapons extensively from 1984. Same hvcnty thousand Iranians 
wcre killed by mustard gas and the ncrvc agcnts tabun and sarin, all of whlch 
Jraq still posscsscs. Thc UN Security Council considcred the report preparcd by 
a team of threc spccialists appointed by thc UN Secretary General in March 
1986, foUowing which thc President made a statt:ment condemning Iraqi use of 
chemica! wcapons. This markcd thc first time a country had been namcd for 
vialating tbc 1925 Geneva Convention banning thc usc of chcmical wcapons. 

!7. Tbc cos! of the war ran into hundrcds of billions of dollars for both si des. lraq 
gained nothing. After the war cndcd. Saddarn resumed his. previous pursuit of 
primacy in the Gulf. His policies involved spcnding huge sums of money on new 



military equipmenL But lr.tq was burdened by debt incurred during the war and 
tbe price of oil, Iraq's only major export, was low. 

18. By 1990 Iraq's fmancial probieros were sevcre. Saddam looked at ways to press 
tbe oil-producing stales of the Gulf to force up the price of crude oil by limiting 
production and waive tbe $40 billion that they had 1oaned lraq during its war 
witb Iran. Kuwait had made some concessions over production ceilings. But 
Saddam blamed Kuwait for over-production. When his threats and 
blandishments failed, Iraq invaded Kuwait on 2 August 1990. He believed that 
occupying Kuwait could prove profitable. 

Abuses by Iraqi forces in Kuwait 

" Robbery and rape ofKuwaitis and expatriates. 

e Summary executions. 

e People dragged from !heir homes and held in improvised derention 
centres. 

" Amnesty International has lisred 38 methods of torture used by the Jraqi 
occupiers. These included beatings, breaking of lirnbs, extracting fmger 
and toenails, inserting bottie necks into the rectum, and subjecting 
detainees to mock executions. 

" Kuwaiti civilians arrested for "crimes" such as wearing beards. 

19. Saddam also sought to justify the conquest of Kuwait on ether grounds. Like 
other Iraqi leaders befare him, he clairned that, as Kuwait's rulers had come 
under the jurisdiction of the gavernors of Basra in the time of the Ottoman 
Empire, Kuv.-ait should bclong to Jraq. 

20. During its accupation ofKuwait, lraq denied access to tbe Red Cross, which has 
a mandate to provide proteetion and assistance to civil:ians affected by 
international armed conflict. Tbe deatb penalty was imposed for relatively minor 
"crimes" such as looting and haarding food. 

21. In an attempt to detcr military action to expel it from Kuwait, the Iraqi regime 
took hostagc sevcral hundrcd foreign nationals (including children) in Iraq and 
Kuwait and prcvcnted thousands more from leaving, in direct contravention of 
international hwnanitarian law. Hostages were hc1d as human shields at a 
number of strategie military and civilian sites. 

22. At the end ofthe GulfWar, the Iraqi army flccing Kuwait set fire to over 1,160 
Kuwaîti oil weHs with serious environmental consequcnces. 

23 _ l'tlore than 600 Kuwaiti and other prisoners of war and missing persons are still 
unaccounted for. Jraq refuses to comply withits UN obligation to account for the 
missing. It has providcd suffident information to close only three case-files. 
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Abuse of human rigbts 
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24. This sectien draws on reports of human rights abuses from authoritative 
international organisations, including Amnesty lntemational and Human Rights 
Watch. 

25. · Human rights abuses continue within lnaq. People continue to be arrested and 
detained on suspicion of politica! or religieus activities or <.:ten because they are 
reiated to members of the opposition. Executions are carried out without due 
process of law. Relatives are aften prevenled from burying the victims in 
accorda.nce with Jslamic practice. Thousands of prisoners have been executed. 

Human rights: abuses nnder ~addam Hussein 

e 4000 prisoners were executed at Abu Ghraib Prison in 1984. 

" 3000 prisoners were executed at the Mabjar Prison between 1993 and 
1998. 

e About 2500 prisoners were executed between 1997 and 1999 in a "prison 
cleansing" campaign. 

" 122 male prisoners were executed at Abu Ghraib prison in February/ 
March 2000. A further 23 politica! prisoners were executed there in 
October 200!. 

e In October2000 dozens ofwomen accused ofprostitution were beheaded 
without any judicia! process. Some were accused for politica! reasons. 

" Wamen prisoners at Mahjar are routinely raped by their guards. 

m Methods of torture used in lraqi jails inc!ude using electric drills to 
mutilate hands, pulling out fingernails, knife cuts, sexual attacks and 
'official rape'. 

o Prisoners at the Q~rtiyya Prison in Baghdad and elsewhere are kept in 
me tal boxes thc si7.e of tea chests. Jf they do not confess they are left to 
die. 

26. Saddam has issued a series of decrees cstablishing SC\'cre pcnaltics for crimina) 
offences. These includc amputation, branding, cutring off cars, and other fonns 
of muti1a6on. Anyonc found guilty of slandt:"ring thc President has thcir tonguc 
rcmoved. 



Human Rights- mistteatment in Abu Ghraib Prison 

Abdallah, a member of the Ba'ath Party whose loyalty beeame suspe<:t was 
imprisoned for fouryears atAbu Ghra:ib in the 1980s. On the secend day ofhis 
imprisonment, the men were forced to walk between two rows of five guards 
each to receive !heir containers of food. While walking to get the food, they 
were beaten by the guards with plastic telephone cables. They had to return to 
their cells the same way, so that a walk to gel breakrast resulted in twenty 
lashes. According to Abdallah, "lt wasn 't that bad going to gel the food, but 
coming back the food was spilled when we were beaten." The same procedure 
was used when the men went to the bathroom. On the third day, the torture 
continued. "We were removed from our cells and beaten with plastic pipes. 
This surprlsed us, because we were asked no question. Possibly it was being 
done to break our morale", Abdallab speculated. The torture escalated to 
sixteen sessions daily. The treatment was organised and systematic. Abdallab 
was held alone in a 3x2-meter room that opened onto a corridor. "We "ere 
allowed to go to the toilet three times a day, then they reduced the toilet to once 
a day for only one nrinute. I went for four years without a shower or a wash", 
Abdallab said. He also learned to cope with the deprivation and the hunger that 
accompanied hls detenlion: "I taught myself to drink a minimum amount of 
water because there was no p]aced to urinate. They used waoden sticks to beat 
us and somelimes the sticks would break. I found a piece of a stick, covered 
with blood, and managed to bring it back to my room. I ate it for three days. A 
persen who is hungry can eat anything. Pieces of our boclies Started falling off 
from the beatings and our skin was sa dry that it began lo fall off. I ate pieces 
of my own body. ''No one, not Pushkin, nol Mabfouz, can descnlle what 
happened to us. lt is impossible to descrlbe what living this day to day was like. 
I was totally naked the entire time. Halfofthe original groups [of about thirty 
men] di ed. lt was a slow type of continuons physical and psychological torture. 
Sometimes, it seerned that orders came to kill one of us, and he would be 
beaten to death". (Source: Human Rights Watch) 

Saddam Hussein's family 

27. Saddam's son Udayy maintained a private torture chamber known as the Red 
Room in a building on tbc banks of tbc Tigris disguised as an electricity 
installation. He created a militia in 1994 which has used swords to execute 
victims outside thei.r own homes. He bas pcrsonally executeà dissidenU;, for 
instanee in thc Shia uprising at Basra which followed the GulfWar. 

28. Memhers of Saddam's family are also subject to persccution. A eausin of 
Saddam, Ala Abd al-Qadir al-Majid, flcd to lordan from Iraq citing 
disagreements with the regime over business matters. He returned to lraq after 
the Iraqi Ambassador in lordan declarcd publicly that his life was not in danger. 
He was met at tbc border by Tabir Habbush, Head of thc Directorale of General 
Intel!igence (thc Mukhaharat), and takentoa farm owncd by Ali Hasan al-Majid. 
At thc farm Ala was ried to a tree and exccuted by memhers of his irrunediate 
family who, following orders from Saddam, took it in turns to shoot hlm 
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29. Some 40 of Saddam 's relatives, including wamen and children, have been kille <i 
His sans-in-law Bussein and Saddam Kamil had defected in 1995 and returned 
to Irnq from Jordan after the Iraqi gaveroment had annaunced amnesties far 
!hem. They were executed in February 1996. 

Human lOghts -individual testimony 

In December 1996, a Kurdish businessman from Baghdad was arrested 
autside bis house by plainclothes security men. lnitially bis family did nat 
know bis whereabouts and went from one police station to another inquiring 
about him. Then they found out that he was being held in the headquarters of 
the General Sccurity Directorale in Baghdad. The farnily was nat allawed ta 
visit him. Bleven manths later the family was tald by the authorities that he 
bad been executed and that they should go and collect his body. His body 
boie evident signs of torture. His eyes were gouged out and the empty eye 
soekets filled with paper. His right wrist and left leg were braken. The farnily 
was n6t given any reason for his arrest and subsequent execution. However, 
they suspeeled that he was executed because of his friendship with a retired 
army general wha had links with the Jrnqi opposition outside the country and 
who was arrested just before his arrest and also executed. (Source: Amnesty 

lntrrrwtional) 

Human Rights- individu al testimony 

" .. .I sawa fi:iend of mine, ai-Shaikb NasserTaresh ai-Sa'idi, naked. He v1as 
handcuffed and a piece of wood was placed between rus elbows and hls 
knees. Two ends of the wood were placed on two high chairs and al-Shaikh 
Nasser "'"' being suspended like a chlcken. This metbod of torture is knowo 
as al-Khaygania (a refercncc to a fermer security directer knawn as al
Khaygani). An electric wïre was attached to al-Shaikh NasserS penis and 
another one attached to one of hls toes. He was asked ifhe could identify m< 
and he srud "!bis is al-Shaikh Yabya". They look me toanother room and then 
after about 10 minutes they stripped me of my clothes and a security officer 
said "the person you saw bas canfessed against you". He said to me ''You 
fellowers of[Ayatollab] al-Sadr have carricd out acts harmful to tbc securiry 
ofthe country and have been distributing anti-govemment statements coming 
from abroad". He askcd if I have any contact with an lraqî religieus schalar 
bascd in Iran who has been signing these statements. I said "I do nat have any 
centacts wîth him" ... I wasthen left suspended in thc same manncr as aJ
Shaikh al-Sa'idi. My face was looking upward. Thcy atlached an elcctric 
wire on my penis and thc ether end of the wirc is attached to an electric 
motor. One security man was hining my fcet with a cable. Electric shocks 
were applicd cvery few mînutes and wcre incrcascd. 1 must have been 
suspcnded for more than an hour. I lost consciousness. Thcy took me to 
anothcr room and made me walk even though my fcct \Verc swollen from 
beating... They repcated this methad a fcw times." (Source: Amnesty 
International. testimony from an Iraqi theolog_v swdent from Saddam Cit)~ 
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