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THE B.lUTISH CCl~.ruNIST PARTY. 

JULY 1951 . 

1, Goneral, 

a . The Po.rty is working toY1ards ~O-~J2__eration with thc Labour 
Po.rty in ~-o far as this is possible. Cor.1munist s hcwe boen aslêëa 
not to anta.gonise Socialists but to work wi th the:H \7hcnover they 
can. 
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"One ltay Only", the prunphlet publishad by Anwrin Devan and 
his supporters, is given limit(:d e.pprovo.l by the Caneunists, but 
thcy oonsider that it does not go far enough. 

In the last week of September a i7omen 1 a Reerui ting week is to 
be held and 30,000 copies of n·,/omen To- day11 (the _b.rty ' s pubHe
ation for qanen) are to be available at that tioe. 

c . J. series of big neetings is to be held by tha i o.rty throughout 
the country in Nova:nber to celebrate the 24-th anniversary of the 
Russian Revolution . 

2 . Li tcrature. 

a . A further drop r the circulation of tho 11Da.ily ·.ïorker 11 has 
been r;;pöi-tcd. .. ce day snles are down by a bout 5, 000, a.nd neokend 
sales by 800, since the price was inorea.sed. 

b. Thc districts had taken up (but not necessarily sold) 170,000 
oopies of 11 '1he British Road to Socialism11 by the 22nd of Juno. 
This compo.res with a target of 200,000. 

3. ~ . 

a . The Peace Campaign retains its first importanoc to the Party. 
J... new "Crusade for feace", organised by the British Peace Cormittee, 
is to bc made during the next six months. Intcnsificd a.ppeals are 
to be made to people of 11all parties or none" to sidn thc petition 
for a Five Power Peace ?act. I..oca.l pce.ce co. . .!U.ttc.-.s m1d orc;anis
ations are to be urgeà. to greater activity and t"IClvc , reet ocetings 
are to be held tbraughout thE;; country . 

1be British ?eace Committcc c l ains t o hnve obtain~:d 500,000 
sieno.turcs to the Pctition. In this coru1ection, how;ever, it is 
intcrcsting to note that the number of signnturcs cle.iL1cd to have 
bcc.n collected by the Party itself is 345 ,000, but only 14.2,000 of 
these have actually been r eceived. All districts are being urged 
to scnd in the signatures which they so.y that they have collected, 

b, The Third World Youth Pea.ce Festival. 

Propora.tions have been undcr we..y sino0 March this y0ar for the 
3rd \Vorld Youth Peace Festiv(ll whioh is to to.ke pla.ce in Berlin 
botween the 5th nnd 19th of August and wh.ich is orga 1'1J scd jointly by 
the World Federation of Democratie Youth nnd the Iln~l'Jllltionnl Union 
of Students. 

/ .• pplicc..tions .•• 
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Applicntions to attend the Festivnl have been de~lt ~ith in 
this oCA.tntry by the Natior.al Uni on of Students 1 and by nn 
oreanisntion set up by the International Youth Council, kno~ as 
the British Youth Festival :F'reparatory Cornittee ( -,. Y .F . : .c. ). 
From the outset the National Union of Studente hns mnde it clear 
thnt it does not support the Festival . Arra.ngements which they 
have made for 150 students to travel to Derlin vin Helmstedt and 
f or 16 tnore to travel separatcly have been undertaken as part 
of the normal duty of the Union to help students. Tho officers 
and most of the staff of the D.Y.F .l",C, o.re memhers oither of 
the Dritish Communist Party or of the Young Communist League. 
The Committee has been trying to secure the nttendnnce at the 
Festival of as many Farty memhers and sympnthise:rs as possible. 

On the 16th July it \';'D.S announccd in the "~)aily .. orker" that 
thc final figure for the British u~l~tntion t o thc ~cstival -.as 
~_,65Q.:__ (It is thought thnt this t.xclucles these tra.vclling 
through the National Union of Students) . It was broken down as . 
f o llows: 

1 ,ooo 
210 
440 

"Youn ... werkers" . 
Stuclents . 
Colonials . 

It has been arranged that the Dritish delegation should 
travel in three parties. The first hundred left Ilri tain on the 
24th July, the secend party, of 500, is duo to leavo on the 
1st August, and the final thousand leave on the 4th August . 

The Communist lo.rty end Annual Tro.de Union Confer ences. 

Various resolutions in line wi th ourrent Communist .1.)o.rty policy wer e 
po.ssed at the annual conference of the lu;1algnmated Union of Fo!!ncl.!'y__ 
Workers in June: these includecl resolu'hons ëonä.ernnlng ~ho r eanuament of 
G-ermany e.nd J apA.n and scme which called for gree.ter traël.c wi th the 
"Peoplo 's Democre.cies," the U.S.S.R. a.nd China, and for the: withdrawal of 
Bri tish troops fran Korea . J8r.'!es G-tiRDNER, tho Com.-,unist General Secretary, 
condcr.mcd the split in the In tcrna ti on al Trnde Uni on {ov .. tent , but a 
r esolution calling for re- affiliation to the l.'orld Fedcrc.tion of Trade 
Unions was narr o\7ly defeated. At the :.Snnlgnme.ted Engineering Union 
National CO!!lnlittee meeting CQ!Ununists were prominent in da!lands for a wage 
incrcase of .C1 a week which is to bc ma.de through thc Confcderation of Sbip-
building & Engineering Uni ons . The ".Daily r orker" continued its compaign 
a.ge.inst the ;resident of the Union, 'lt trot time engagod in the presidential 
election against the CO!nl!:unist canclicln.tc, Clnude BERRIDGE, \/ho was only 
defee.ted by the campara ti vely narren 1:11\rgin of 7, 000 votcs in 81,500. 

Delcga.tes to the conference of th~ ... ssoci~tion of Superviscry Staff~ 
_Executi vc & T€-chnicia.ns r~fus~ by 4, b30~,09"0 votcstö nêlopt" "'tneruJ:e 
b..'l.llnl.ng Comrnunists from holdint:; office. in th<.,; ... ssoci'\ci.on. '!'bis reversed 
thc aut horisntion givcn last year t o thc Ex~cutive to dro.\'1 up alterations 
to thc rulcs so as t o prevent Ccrn;nl.mists f'r Qn holding offici al positions 
in the Assoointion. In July, at tho bh .. nnin.l conf aronee of the Transport 
I' GcnorD.l Workers ' Union , the appeal for rcinstll.tement made by seven 
ox-full-time o:t"ficinls who had boen .dia.missed by the tinion in 1950 for their 
Canmunist views w.s rejected. 
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5. The !ïners' .t..nnunl Conference, 

The J..nnual Conference of the Nntion.o.l Union of 1 inc;rorkers. uas held 
~t Dlaokpool frcrn thc 2nd to the 5th July. It was nttcndcd by sooe of 
thc lc.o.ding Coonunists in industry, such o.s J.rthur HORN:!:R, Abe MOFF.áT, 
ïillifllll PEARSON, John VlOOD, and Bill ?AYNTER. On the an.ti- COimunist 
front the best known speaker was Sir 1/illio.m .LAJITHE ., thc lrosidont of the 
Union. As n re sult, there \?as a good dco.l of skir. tishin.. · on almast all 
subjocts between the Communist and anti-Communist delc.eat<..s . It was 
notuworthy, however, that when foreign polioy was to ho cliscussed on the 
/+th July, thc ncy:s of the proposed cease-firc in Korea brought about a 
t€mpornry a.rmisticc at Bl ackpool. An o.nti-Communist t:lot:i.on on forcign 
policy was wi thdrawn by the mover, and Abe i'.OFFAT .na.clc t\ concilia tory 
speech. 

In the election for the National Union of tüncworkcrs ' nominees , for 
the T. U.C. General Council , Sir 1/illiam u,;'THE.R, Arthur RORrfER (CO!'!ll:\unist) 
and ',.' . E. JONES (non- Ccr.uuunist) were elcctcd, Abc mFFAT was dcfeated 

• 6. 

though his vote increc"-sed since last ycnr . 

South iinles Coal Strike. 

• 

On the 7th June, 1951 the dern Tnrw Collicry LodLc C~~ttee 
succcedcd in bringing out the miners c.t this Collicry 0.1 thc issue of the 
tro.nsfer of ninety-seven men to the .Llanh:l.rnn Collicry. Thc Cc1nni ttee 
oonto.ins fi ve kno-.m Communists . Thrct. of these, .lr·!.nl·. lil· Y .. JJID. Henry 
JON]S nnd David DliVIES , were the ril\:., lu::.dc:;rs and pl."-yv .. o. prominent 
;·l.l't in aprt.o.ding the Strike to othcr o.rcn.s. 

Thc \lclsh District Committëe of thc ... r.rty l':)rtdc strcnuous att eopts to 
bring o.bout o. general stoppage of work in ·~he: South Vo.lcs coo.lficld. In 
this thoy wcrc only portly successful, thouth by tho 21st June it was 
cstimnted that 9, 926 were idle , and more thnn 10,000 ·l;ons of coal was being 
lost dnily. The Strike eneled on the 1 st July as n r esult of a Conferen~e 
of thc South ~7ales .Area of the National Union of Mincworkors , at which it 
\ma clecicled to aoco1Jt the transfer of the \torn 'l'arw men ns part of the 
Nationo.l Conl Baard's reorganisntion plan, The strike, therefor e, was 
o. failurc . 

Thc Party took the greatest interest in tho strike at all levels; it 
produccd, howevcr, differenc es of opi.nion which oo.uscö. n.. split . Alfr ed 
DJ..Vns, President of the South Wales Area of the N.U .H., had previously 
a llm•cd his menhership to lapse, but on this issue h .... :as force<: into the 
opt!n, and did all he could to bring about a return to ,,rark. :u;.vns is 
a longstanding friend of J.rthur RORNER, General Secrc·wry of the N. U . J.J.; 
HORNER's views on the strike are un.known, but the ... ~ty prcventcd ~~ 
fra:n visiting South lïales during the strike, and it is clcar that the :i?a.rty 
leadership regarded him with the greatest mistrust . 

The apinion of the i"arty' s Welsh Distr ict C01nrnittce on the strike is 
that though the rank a.nd file of the miners were roo.dy for action, the 
Party len.dership in the Union was divided and failc<l miserably, with the 
rosult that the strike collapsed. 

7. ~al Oonfercnoo of the :National Uni on of Rtrllwaymon. 

1-'ho Annual Conference of the l:{ational Union 9f 1~o..il~,Yli1en was held at 
Hastings frQn 2nd to 7th July, 1951 . The clelego.te"s nurnbcred eighty- two, 
nnd n large majority held extreme left- wiEB views. 
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It wns deoided to arrnnge a joint meeting of the three raill7ay 
unions to decide on an immediate applicntion for n substantinl nage 
incrense. On fcreign policy, the Conference ~sscd n resolution that 
in i ts considered judgment the only basis upon vrhich n renl settlement 
of the Korean trooble "cnn be achieved is by an carly >li thdramü of all 
f'orcign farces". 

". • . Delioving, however, that world pence.: nml the 
living standerds of the workers oro end~~;orcd by 
the rnce to renro, we urge upon our L.'"l.bcur C~•Nern.'Tient 
to to.ko thc initiative of oo.lling upon tho Unitoè. Nntions 
to convene o. conference which shnll inclUilc rcpresent:.1.ti ves 
of the :teople ' s Republic of China , wi th the ohjeot of 
aohieving o. drastic reduction and the control of o.ll forma 
of raarmoment and the abandonment of the propoat'.ls to ref\I'ffi 
Germany and Japan. " 

This resolution ua.s carried by eighty votC;;s to tr.o , and moet of the 
speeches in support of it vigorously attackcd thc U.S.A. At other 
sessions the "niggardly" size of old o.c;e pensions '17as a.ttncked, and 
objections \7ere taken to ''wasteful expcn·li turc in nn.tionalised trnnsport" , 
which acoording to the ''Daily ";torker" meo.ns the expcns .... accounts of high 
officials. At a private session o. ncw charter for railwo.ymen ~s dram1 
up and paseed by seventy votes to thre~:.. This incluucd a nUI:lber of 
conditions of service which the R:d.lway :..xccutiv<. ia likcly to find very 
clifficult to accept . 

On the whole , the Conference r:~t>y l.c.. said to ho.ve b .... cn a success 
fron t hc point of view of J .B. FIG:;I.NS, thc General Secrotary, a s none 
of thc major r esulutions ;vn:.:; inconsistent with the Communist line. 

8. Visite Abroad. 

' 

~~;; George ALLISON, t he Communist Party N~tional Industrial Orr,aniser, 
wa.s in Vienna for the Executiye Bureau meeting of the World Faderati on of · 
Tradc Unions fran the 2nd to the 6th July. A report stressing the 
pea.ecful intentions of the \Vorld Federation of Tra.dc Unions and "the 
need for working-class uni ty in the conunon str~gle of the warkers aga.inst 
their on pitalist exploiters" nppears under AL.LISON' s n'llll e in "Wor ld News 
nnd Views" for the 21st July 1951. 
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