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THE BRITISH OOMMUNIST PARTY. 

APRIL 1951 

1. The PartyProgramme• 

2. 

During the month the Party bas been adjusting itse1f to 
the new Programma, which it is now admitted envisages new con-
ditions for Sooia1ism in the Unitod Kingdom. A 1oading memher 
of tho Party hns said that Socialism 'vould not coma to this 
country suddonly by revolution, as in tho Soviot Union, but would 
oomo gre.dually. Thc poop1o of Bri tain must bo convertod to 
Communism, nnd this cou1d best be done by infi1tration into every 
loft--wing organisation such as Peaoo Moygmcnts and co-opcrative 
~ovomonts. The Unitod Kingdom had oxporienced ovory type of 
Party govornoent, cxccpt Cocnunis.n1 and all had failod to give the 
pooplc what thoy uantod, an<l ncm thc poop1o must bo uoi tod io 
support of Ca:Jaunisn. I n cxplaining nhy tho PrO{Ç'OJll!Je oo looger 
insista that Britisb troops uill bc removod from thc Colohics, it 
is pointed out that sucb a remaval >~ou1d l.Davo a vnouum whicb oould 
inovitably bo f illeC with Aoerican troops, anJ tho Colanies uould 
bc •vorso off than before. 

The Party appcars to have roalisod thnt while devoting so 
much of tbc 11Bri tish Road to Sooialiam" to violent attaoks oo the 
Labour Pnrty, it has failed to attaok tho Conscrvativo P~xty. Tbis 
hns now been rcctified by artiele a in the ttnaily Werker", etc., and 
tho Party lino scess to bc "the werking class must unito in the 
next election to C:ofea t the Torics 11 , nncl thia aan only bc done by 
bnsing the Prograome for tho next election on tho "British Rcad to 
sooialism", and not on a Progrrunmo issuod by tho right-wing of the 
Labour Party•' 

Ro3istration for 1921• 

Ronistration for 1951 should havo boon complc6ed by the 
3lst Mnrch, but ~-as nllowcu to continue until the 19th April. 
Finn1 f i auros have nOl? been issued by tha Party na follcms:-

Members , Y.C.L. 

District. Number. ~ of Tota.l. ~ of 1950. Nuober. f_-of 1950· 

Londen. 11,625. 33.1. 95 1,070 84 
Scotland. 5.590 15. 9 91 468 100 
Lanca.shire. 3,330 9·5 a, 374 89 
Yorks. 2,003 5· 7 92 ]4.8 7'S 
Midla.nds . 1,400 4 . 2 ~ 137 85 
Wost Middloscx. 1,425 4-0 89 85 87 
Surroy. 1,298 3.7 100 127 115 
East Mitllo.nds . 1,255 3.6 89 118 9J 
Yfnlos. 1,242 3·5 86 116 79 
Kont 1,061 3.0 96 75 86 
W'cst of England. 812 2-3 92 97 lOl 
South East Mièlands. 737 2.1 95 83 95 
North ~st. 735 2.1 95 45 88 
South Midle.nds. 531 1.5 92 32 74 
Ha.mpshiro. 455 1.3 ?i! 30 67 

SEC RE. 
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Mcmbors. Y. C.L. 

District. Nuober. tf.of Toto.l. Sof 19.5Q. NUmbor. ~.:Of 1950· 

East Anglia. 4J.O 1.2 93 24 74 
Sussox. 407 1.2 88 30 72 
Toos-Side . 271 0.8 92 aJ 100 
North West. 224 o . 6 99 18 86 
Dovon. 204 0 . 6 101 10 166 
Jorsoy. 23 ~0.1~ 70 
Guornsey. 6 86 

Totnl. 35.124 100 93 3, 107 88 

Thc memhership of thc Party has fnllco by about 3, 000 or sOGie 7:~, 
a nd i t Yli.ll bc secn tha.t this fall h!l.s boon fairly unifaro throughout 
thc districts. 

e and 

Thc Pnrty is so uorricè at tho fnll in ncmbcrship and in tbc 
salos Jf the "Daily \/orkcr that a special oampaien is being launched 
on Hay Day to obtnin rccruits. Thc campaian will bc based on the neu 
Pnrty Proarru.mc an ~ will lead up to tho 22nd Na tiono.l Conare ss, to bc. 
held in Noveabcr. Polli tt an<1 Gallacher will bo tourins tho country 
toBoth.:lr in Juno a nt July anè will spcak nt r a llies in six D.i.stricts. 
Tho rol:ll:l.ining Districts will bc coverod by othor leading mombers of the 
Po.rty. 

4. Tho Ponoo Campaisn. 

Thc Party is cooai tted to s~porting tho Appeal of the \7orld J" 

Peaco Council for a Peacc Pact betuocn tho Fivo Groat Poqors and to 
obtainina as cany sianaturos as possiblo in support of it. It is 
apparently intcndcd that this should bo run by lcft~ng and pence 
orgnnisations, aoC the ?a.rty hope to achiovc a largo cumbar of sig
n o.turcs as wcll as useful poli tioal rosul ts. 

' The Party is finding i t èiffioult to explaio what purpose 
tho Peaco Pact cao acbicvc. It conaiders i t would be dangorous to 
say tha.t i t will oean pcaoe in Korea or en end to Gen an anè Japanese 

1roarmonont, since these ail!lS nay be aohioved first at the Unitod 

i
ntions and by the Foreigo Ministers Deputics in Paris. The èeoision 
s likely to bc to keep all discussion as var.uo as eossiblc over its 
pooifio advantagos and to rclatc it to the coat of livina in tbe 
nitccl Kingdor.1 by" sayinr, thnt a Pcaoe Pact would rnean an onJ to the 
r~~ont programme anà consequently would meao a fall in pricos, this 
boing of moro oonoero to the avorago porson at prasont. 

Tho Party do oot appoar to havo ouoh oonfiuonoo in tho sucoess 
of thc now appeal or of thc ?eao·e Month whioh is to start on 9th May 
Md to finish on lOth June with a rally in Trafalgar Square. 
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5• ~penn Workers Conference asainst Gorcan Roarr~ent. 

The following British dclogntcs, all ~~mbcrs of tbc 
Cor.uaunist Party, attcnded a conference of Europaan workers held 
at Eastor (23rd to 25thMarch) in the F~st zone of Berlin in 
order to protest against tbc 11remilitarisation •>f Go:rmany11 :-

Davc MIClL".3LSON, Editor of the ''Metal Werker" , 
tbc orean of tho Engineering and Alliee Trados 
Shop Ste\~rds Nntionnl Council. 
Finluy IL.RT, of Blyths\vood Shipya.rd, Gla.sgow. 
La.urcocc NICKOL~Y, of Slni tbs, Londen. 
Josepb GREEN, of K. L. G. PlUBs1 Lonuon. 
Harry GUNSON, c.w.s., Lonèon. 
Peter PERRY1 VIakers Armstroog, Barrow- in-Furnessl 
Basil a~, Shoopsbridge Engineering Works, Chesterfield 
Stepbeo FBOU, ao engineer from Manchester. 

The convoning of this conference was diacussed at the World 
Fadoration of Trade Unions Executivo meeting in Deocwber,l9501 but tbe 
idea r.w.y have originateël at the Warsaw Seconè \lorld reace Congress, 
held in Novcober, 1950. 

Invitntions to the conference hnd been issuod to thoir opposite 
n~bers in England by the shop stmvnrds of vnrious Goroan factories, 
but tbc notice given ~s too short for any delog~to to bo ablo to 
attond unloss he b elon3ed to tbc Cor:uunist l'a.rty and thus ha.d the 
advantnge of Party backing in order to obtain his visa without delay; 
moreover no instructions for travel to Borlin wero issucd oxoept 
throucsh tho COt:ll:tUnist Party. Tho Party oonaidored i t satisfaotory in 
the oirounstaoces to havo been able to sena even these cight delegates • 
.Arrangomonts wero ooorèinatod by the Communist organisation, the 
Engineering a.nd Allied Trades Shop Stewards National Counoil, aftar the 
preliminarios had been ucdortaken joint~ by tho Industrial Departnoot 
of the British Comounist ?arty and the \7orlcl Fadoration of Trade 
Unions. 

Tho dolcgntes oore interviawed by I'rague radio on thei.r arrival 
and the intcrviCTI was ]a ter broadcast. J.i'iolay t!J•R}'1 tho official 
leader of tho Delegation, who is a memher of the Exeoutivo Committee 
of thc Cooounist :t'arty, was clectod to reprosent the Bri tish \10rkers oe 
a. peruanant "European Tforkors' Cocmi ttce agai nat the remili tarisa tioc 
of Gernnny". Doleza tos T~ero instructod on thoir roture to stimulate 
all forns of protost agaiost any backing by the British Gaveroment 
for tho rcmilitarisation of Gemany, whilc the '"::t\ily Worker" publisbed 
the appeal made by the conference for joint aotion in the arganisation 
of mootinga and colleetien of signaturos, and carriod a loading artiele 
on the subject. 

It is hoped to ~ain support for the appeal on tho widost front, 
and the Cof!1llunist Party VTishos to held "reJ:>ort baok" meetings on a 
largo soalo, probably ortsanised by tho Engineering and l•llied Trades 
Shop Stewards National Counoil, in order to give thom a more respeotable 
air , Jhphaais bas a ll alonn boon chiofly luid on tho need to bring the 
conforenoo home to engineers, who are rcp,arded as the oornor-stene of 
the rcarmauont }!rograr:nc, an<1 the oonfcronoo a.nd i ts reaults will be 
muoh vublicised in the "Mctal Tforker. 
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6. The British reace COBnittee. 

The General Council ~cetin3 of thc British ?cacc Caa~ttec 
was held on the 3lst March. Thc two principal dooisioos taken \.ere , 
first to iotcosify efforts in connootion \ilth tho deelaratien against 
Gormo.n roo.rtJLLOcnt, instructions bcin~ issuod that as llltlny copies as 
possilJlo of thc deelaratien should bo sant to Mr.Davios, rarliamentary 
Undcr-Sccrotl.\ry no\7 in i n ris, to influenoo him a t the meeting of the 
F•>r cign Min i s tcrs Dcputics; sooondly, i t ma dooidod to orgaoise a 
:i.'caoe Month on tho 9th i:Iny 1 lcEI.dinc up to tho Nationa l Conference of 
tho Bri tish Pence CorYJ.i ttcc on thc 9th L\ od lOth Juno. For this 
conference lcnl1inc r:1cmbors of thc 11oncc Movement are bcin3 invi tod to 
po.rtioipntc from scvcro.l countrios , inoludine tho Soviot Union6 The 
object of this l 'eace montb will ba to obtain s i gnaturos t o the appeal 
of tbc:: World l'cacc Council for a poo.oo pact between tho fi ve Major 
Powcrs . It is a lso believcd tho. t the Gonoral Council discussed tbe 
qucstion of filling thc offices of ?resident a nd ~vo Vico-chairmeo, 
as sinoo thc resignatioo of i'rofcssor C_iOWTHER, D.N. i1UTT ba s been 
o.ctinB o.s President, Chain::mn and Vice-chairma.n . No statoment borrever 
bas boon issued, a nd it is oot yot kno.1n what dooisiena wcro made . 

7• Tho Ex- Service Movenent for i·caoc . 

The first Natio~al Cooforonco of the Ex-Service Movemoot 
for i)cc~oo Tla.S held on tbc 24th/25th Mnroh. It \1ll S attcodcd by 82 
dolegn tea f r ce loondon and 72 frco English 1Jrovinoos , Scotlnnd and 
Wales . Thore nere 73 observers present froo àifforont or3anisat:i.oos, 
a nd tbo officia l fieure of the totcl attcndanoo, inoluàing visitors, 
was 340. '~ la.rne proportion of these presant lvorc bomoen tbe aees of 
25 a nd 30• It was claiocd that tho Move: \ent n0\7 had more than 150 or
go.nisod branches, that thc mombership wus betwoon 51500 and 6ooo, aod 
that tho Bulletin of the Movemant's notivitios had a oirculation of 
10,000, 

Resolutions were passod ox:proasing alarm at the world race 
to ren~ oto., dcr~-ndinr, the politioal and economie indapondonce of 
Britnin, protostin3 a~ainst Clauso 6 of tho Roserve and Auxiliary 
Foroes (TraininB Bill) and oallin~ f or tho or 13anisation of a Nati ooal 
Protost Yfook. ba twee n Mîy Iay o.nd Whi tsun for t he repcal of tbe 
GovornrJent docisi on to oall up nztt a nd "G" reservists . 

Tho o~oisatioo nou hns thc following officórs:-

Vice-1 ~csideots:- \finp Ccnonn<lor R. WRNER, M. C. 1 DoF. C., 
(Momber of tho Hampstend Brnnch of the 
Cco:lunis t i ·arty) . 

Cammandor E. r.YOUNG, R,N. Retd., 
(Wcll knoon o.s a. S\ll>porter of CQ!Imunist 
inspirod oreanisati ons) . 

Aoting Seoretary:- Charles Willia!.l WEST, 

Troo.surcr:-

(Fa:-morly secrotary of Wandsworth Borough 
Cowmunist rarty) . 

Fli~ht Lioutona nt J .N.AIREY, ex-R.A.F .v.n., 
(a Communist flytnpa thiser). 

Tho ~arty oonsiuored the oonferonoo suffered from two weaknesses; 
that littlo rofcronoc was oadc t o thc eins of tho Tories, a.lthough pl enty 
vros said ~ainst tbc Governoeot, a nd that most of thc speeches ~re oade 
by :i?a.rty m<X:lbcrs, \?hich l'RS unnocossury as thorc ,-~ro maoy non-?arty 
IJO~bors prosonto 
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8. Thc Faotory Campaian. 

Tho Cocnunist :i'arty is continuin~J its campaip,n for the 
cxtonsion of its influcncc in inèustry by thc formation of Faotory 
Branches, o.nt] conaiders i t of sufficicnt importa.nca to co.ll mo 
National Coofcroncos oo 110rk in thc factorics . The first, which will 
cover southorn àistricts , is t o tnko placc in Londoo on tho 27th May. 
Tho seoond, which 'IT.i.ll cover northorn districts, is to take J~lacc 
in Manchester on 3rd Juoe . It is intondeà tho.t larty District 
Secrotarics will bc present, toaether with one or ~io memhors from 
their distriots, who havo had oxporionoo in the oreo.nisation of 
industrio.l work. 

9• Thc Communist ~arty a nd Annual Trnèo Uni on Conferences. 

:.t tho a nnual oecting of the Reprcsonta.tivo Counoil of the 
J~~~~tion of 3nginecring and Shipbuil dina Draushtsmon1 a rosolution 
to disqualify Cooounists rron holàinp, office in tho hSSOci atioo ~s 
heavily out- voted , but dclcg~tcs rofusod, despita Coaounist protest, to 
doplore tbc action of thc Traèos Union Con3J:'Css General Council in 
proscribin~ thc British l:eacc Coooi ttoo. Tbc debato on tho soo tion 
of tho F..xooutivo 1 s r cport ilcP.ling wi th thc nationali~od stool industry 
was oponod by A.D.~Y (Gk.se0\7 :sast) a Ca.lmunist who \7ith e thers 
conàoonod tho presen t f om .)f nationalisation as not boing in tbc 
workors1 interasta e.od opposed the raarmament pr ogrt:.lllllC o Othcr 
COI!I!!lunists who SJ~Oke on these issues included W. iJT}();;N (Glnseow North) 1 

D. · . Hi.SHl.M (ErJcl7arc) aod E.McKENZIE (Kinr,ston), 

At the Conference of the Union of Shop Distributive~Alljed 
Werkers, Walter P/J)LEY, M.P . for OeJUore , was re-eleoted President, 
dofoating R.B.SEI~ROOK (Communist) by more than 180 1 000 votos . It was 
made lênown to tho Pross that thora was not a single known Communist 
on the delegation of 26 to tho Trado Union Congross, only one on the 
Exooutive Council of 17 and only 5 on tho Divisional Counoil of 96. 
The Communists who worc prosent woro prominent in the discuesion on the 

p roposod minimum wages, and thc oost of living, and wero fully reported 
io the Dail~r Workor for 27th March. Thoy also introduood a motion 
which \?.as in acoord with tho Communist Party' s lino on Foreign Policy. 
This provokcd a very bittor debatc, after thc Exocutive Committce had 
introducod an cmorgency r~solution in line with the Geveromeot' s Foreign 
Policy. Thc latter ~s carricd by a large majority and tho Communist 
r csolutioo t"IS.s dofca ted. Mr. PJJ)LEY bra.ndished Deuglas Jtrdo 1 s book, 
"I Bolicvod 11 , in tho face of tho Dolcgatos, aod this appears to have had 
some offoot; at a ny ra. te the Communiste werc sevcrcly d ofeated in tbis 
debato . Somo othcr minor resolutions woro carricd by tbc Communist 
bloc , for oxamplo on the repcal of order 1305 and no.tionalisation 
of tho building industry, but these wcro of minor i mportanco, aod these 
views are held by sano memhers of the Labour Party. 

J.t thc Conference of tbc Cloricnl a nd .ndministrativa Warkers 
~~ Miss H. \7/J:KER defoated Mr::r:ë:HI:LL (èoo:munist) by 221 979 votes 
to 3,960, in thc election for President. A new rulc '~s paseed that, 
A.s fro;'l 1952, no Corrmunist will bo able to repreaent tho Uuion at. 
mootines wi th nny othor body. This yonr Mrs .Mary WILLiliMS (Communist) 
'v.as cleotod ue onc of tbc five delegatos of tho Union to tho T.u.c. The 
Union consiucrod appcal s anà lottors of oxplanation from six Glasgow and 
two South Wnlcs Col!lOunists ,~,ho hacl boon oxpelled fron the Union. The 
oxpulsions of a ll wc re c onfirood • 

At tho National Union of Teachers Conference , a motion by G. C. T. 
GILES ( COI:le!lunist) on foreigo polioy, ~s overwhëJmin~ly dof ca ted. The 
delegatos \1Cre addressed by Madame Pl.RFENOVA, the fra terna l delegate 
from the u . s . s . R. A delegation froc this Union has sincc visited the 
u .s.s .R. 
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J~t tho Co-opcrative l:)arty Conforonoo i t was uacided 
to ban all rnaobers of poli tictu partics ether than tho.t to 
which tho Co- oporative :i.'o..rty is affiliatad, thnt is the Labour 
:i.'nrty. This rulo V?a.s aiocè prirJD.rily at tho Coomunists, but 
thcir protoets 'rorc unavailine• Tho mattor is to bo raiscd 
nenin at tho eoncrnl Co- operativc Confcroooo nt Whitaun. It is 
worth ootinv, that tho rule affects all par'tics ether thl\0 tbc 
Lo.bour l:'urty. 

4th Mey, 1951. 




