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THE BRITISH C<lrOOJNIST PARTY 

March 1951. 

General 

The Bri tish Corrmunist Party has now set as i ts target the 
sale of a quarter of a million copies of "The British 'ioad to Socialism", 
and aotivities in this oenneeti on have oontinued tbraughout the month. 

The Peaoe Campaign 

For the British Communist Party the most important results of 
the World Peace Council arri ved at in Berlin on the 24th February are 
firstly: the appeal for a Peace Pact between the fiv~ great powers, 
America, the Soviet Union, China, Great Britain and lï'rance, which is to 
be launched shortly and secondly, the proposal to stnd a delegation to 
meet Mr . Trygve Lie, Secretary General of the United Nations. Mrs . S.O. 
Davies will be the British memher of the delcgation, which Mr. Trygve Lie 
has agr.eed to receive. 

Party memhers have been instructed to study ca.ref'ully all tbe 
resolutions passcd by the World Peace Council and to brinr. them to the 
notice of the public whenever possibh .. 

The British Peaoe Committee 

Little has been heard of the pro~ress of the deelaratien on 
Gerrnan ren.rmament, and it is thought that the special effort on the week-
end. of 3/4 Maroh failed to achieve any grcat result . The campaign is to 11 
be ended on May 8th. 

The Ex- Service Movement for Peace 

The Ex-Service Movement for Peaoe held a demonstratien in 
Trafalgar Square on the 25th February, their most ambitieus effort to date. 
It is estimated that by the clo~e the audienoe number~d sace 3J500. A 
colleetien which was taken was announoed to have raised .C366 towards the 
oost of the Demonstratien and general funds of the •. tovc:nent . The usual 
Communist speeches were made and a resolution was passc.d by thc audience, 
without dissent, opposing the rea.rmament of Germany anèl. Japan 1 the release 
of war oriminals, and the placing of British farces in tbc hands of fo.reign 
Gencrals. It protcsted against the reeall of "Z" and "G" olass rescrvists, 
and the meeting pledged itself to develop the g.reatest ?!ovement of men and 
wamen for Peace. A oopy of the resolution was taken to Do\ming Street~ 

The National Conference of the Movement was held on the 24th and 
25th Maroh. 

Captain Robert GAITT has resigned from tho position of Secretary 
of the Hovt..ment, ostcnsibly on the grounds of 111- hea.lth. His resignation 
mav not be unconneoted with t he r ecent disa l esure in the House of Oommans 
by the Attorney General tha.t he was a Communist, which tht'ew doubt on the 
claim of the Mavoment to hav e no a.ffiliation with any political party. The 
Aoting Secrotary is Charles Wi lliaJn lft'l:ST, until rcooatly Borough Seoretary 
of Wandsworth. As he is also a well- known Com.nunist, thu:rc bas been some 
discussion as to whether his appointmcnt should be con!'irmccl or whether some 
non-Party membcrs should be appointcd to this post. 

/International Women's Day 

T 
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International (fonen 1 s Day (1:a.rch 8th) 

The principal meeting in connootion wi th International Women 1 s 
Day \'IO.s held on the 7th M.arch and was attcnd<.d by over 1,000 people. 
Thc Sovict and Rouma.nian delegations f ailoo to arrive in time, but have 
:tddressed othcr meetings in the country. 

No.tional Counoil for Civil Liberties 

The National Council for Civil Liburtiea held o. conference on 
the 7th JAarch on "the state of Ci vil Libcrty in Bri tll.in" . The confer ence 
deo.lt wi th thc following subjects:-

(1) The equality of citizcnship. 

(2) Democr atie Control. 

( 3) Fr eedom of inf orma ti on. 

'l'hc reports and the speeches follo'17ed a linE. indisti nguishable from t!'>.a.t 
of the British Communist Party, which is only to bc expcctcd in view of the 
Communist demination of the officers of the Counci l and its Executive 

• Corrmittcc . 
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The Union of Demooratie Control 

.tiTNGSLJ.:.-r I!.ARTIN bas r ec ently resigned from thc.. Chr.irmo.nship of 
thc Union of DE.lnocratic Control on the grounds that it ·ro.s 'ctting too 
aotiv t- and was going too fast! The ncw Chainna.n is F . ··l'zyn JO~, lli .P. 
A ncw l.XCOutive Committee bas also boen electcd a.nd tho new momber s inclur'l• 
Guy ROU'rH, a South African and very active C~~unist, Bo.rbaro. DRAKE, 
Chairman of thc Kensington Branch of the British Soviot Friendship Soci ety 
as wellas Ftmner BROCIDIAY, M. P . and Reginald SORENSEN, M. P. 

The prinoipa l aim of the Union of Demooratie Control is to 
as::.i st .1\frionn self- government to c ome abou t under "hopeful and progressi ve 
oondi tinns wi. thout resort to armed force 11

• Its acti vitios are therefore 
mo.inly in conneetion with the .African people , but it also conduots oampaigns 
wi th regard to d(.vc lopnents in Germany and Japan and wi th regard to Greeoe. 
It ;ti ll support a.nything which s eems to held out hopcs of lcssening the 
do.nger >f wnr • 

British ~ational Union of 5tu&ents 

At the end of 1950 a Nati,mal rE-ferendum of chc ... itish I<ational 
Union of Students (B.;· ,u.s. ) r~:;vealc.....l th?.t thert. was o.. s."1tlll na;ority in 
favour of withdrav:ing frcm the International Union of Stu<lonts (I.U.S. ) . 
.nt a Council meeting of the 3.:s .u.s . n(~lc-: i:l south"Jnpt on fran the 2nd to 
the 4th '"o.rch a pr oposal by the Exectui.vc. Crr.~trittc.E; that full mombership of 
thc I . ·· .s. should be replaced by fraternal manbcrshi p, not invalving thë 
B . ~ . u . s. in the political views of thc r.u .s., was adop~od by a very large 
ma.jority. 

Strikes a t Festival of Britain Sites 

In 1950 a National Wage hgr eement was negotiatod by the El ectrioa l 
:l.'rad0 Uni on wi th thc cmpl oyers ' r cpr . .;; sonto.ti vos : this alloveel for payment 
of 2d o.nd hour "Exhibi t ion 1foncy" at sites like Olympia M d Larl 1 s Court 
vrhere t>Xtensive a lter a.tions t o exhibition buildings are r .. ~..luircd in quick 
time. The; question of the Festival Sites was r aised , o.nd it was agr eed 

/that . • . 
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thnt as i t ;,·o.s o. straight construction job "ixhibi ti.:>n ~oncy11 sbould not be 
ptli.d. Nt-vertholcss, between the 8th nnd the 26th .rnnua.ry Jll'thur L:ric 
S'l'RIDF., the Lond.on ;.rea Organiser of the E. T.U. a.nd a p1 cminEJnt COIIllllunist, 
led nn agi tntion among the elec:tricians for 11;.'.xhibi tion 14oncy" . When the 
employing contractors refused the claim t1nd pointed to tho National wagc 
agreement, thc ~lectricians struck on thc 26th Jnnuary and, except for a 
short interval, they remained out till tho 13th J:o'ebruary . About 800 men 
of nll trades , mostly builder s , joined thcm from the 31st Ja.nuary t o the 
3rd Februnry. !I.'hese wer e led by Mi ok GAMMON nnd Destnonel :Bri.D.n BEHAN, 
who are both yow1g but unscrupulous members of t ho Party. 

The strike vr.as a complete succoss fram the C~nunist point of 
view, sinoe i t maèl.e the task of oomplating the buildings by the opening 
date o. very difficult one. Owing to the absolute noccssity of getting 
th~:: men bnck to work, a Co:mri ttec. of :::nquiry reeommendeel pa.yruent of 
"Y.xhibi tion ~.oney" and consequently the Com;nunist Party und STRIDE gained 
much prestige. 

It is onticipated the.t the Party vr.ill not cc..-..sc to stir up 
~ troublc o.t the ~ites till the §cstiv~l opens • 
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