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THE BRITISH COMMUNIST PARTY 

November 1950 

1. GENERAL 

Communist Party policy has not undergone any significant 
change during the month, The Party's short-term attitude to all 
politicaland economie probl ems remains based upon their Peace programme. 
Discussions have taken pl ace during the month on the terms of a new Party 
Programme to be based on the decisions reaohed at the Extended Executive 

t ~· Commi ttee Meeting held in London on 14- 15 October 1950. A draft of this 
~ ~;.programma has been issued to District Committees for study and oomment. 

'}.,J- . ( In this draft programroe the Fight for J'eace is again stressed as the most 
/ import~t issue. "Werking class unity", "socialist nationalisation" -

Ç.p i.e. nationalisation without ccmpensation - and thc "socialist democratis
ation" of the Ccmmonwealth are the ether main planks in the platform. 

• 

• 

In recent weeks the Party has been giving consideration to the 
number of Parliamentary candidatcs who should stand at the next General 
Election. District COmmittees have be<.;n asked to give their recommendations 
for approval by the Executive Corr~ittce at Party ~eadquarters . It was 
publicly announced tha.t Harry .t'OLLI'l·r would not stand again for Rhon.dda or 
for any other constituency for reasans of h<.;alth. This is probably the true 
reason, for his bad hea.J.th is a sourc~;; of ~nxiety to the Party. Other -
Communist leaders have also, for various p~rsonal reasons, dccided not to 
stand for Parliamcnt . 

2. THE P:EACE C~AIGN 

The Communist Party, al though gi ving the Peac é Co.mpaign i t s full 
support, has made a point of keeping as far as possible in the backgr ound,, 
In conneetion with the pr eparations for the Secend World Peace Congr ess it 
issued strict instructions t hat headquarters officials wore not to cont act 
the offices of the Organisi ng Committ~e of the World Peace Congress directly, 
even by telephone. However, bebind the scenes, the Party played a very 
active and indeed decisive part . In additio,n to individual Party merobers 
who worked in the Organising Committee's offices in Londen and Sheffield, a 
considerablc number of Party officials both fram headquarters and from the 
Londen District office were in Sheffield during the week preceding the 
expected opening of the Congress. The South Yorkshire District officials 
played a large part in the preparations, and the organisation of the stewards 
was in the hands of Bert RAMELSON, the Leeds Party secretnry, who was a l so 
appointed Security Officer for the Congress. 

As the time for the opening of the Congress grew ncar, the Party 
took a more and more active part in its organisation and preparation, on 
the linea of those adopted for Party Congresses. Arrangements were made for 
several headquarters officials to act as couri~rs bc~veen Prague and 
Sheffield throughout the duration of the Con?ress. 

3. THE ORGANISING C<JAUTTEE OF THE :IORI..D PEt..CE CONGR.&S.3 

The preparations i n this co1,.1ntry for the t>econd World Peace 
Congress were in the h~ds of this Co1ru1li ttee, which ht:1.d an office in Londen 
and another in Sheffiel d. Both offipt.s were staff'cd and run almast entirely 
by Party members . Ivor MONTAGU act<.;d a:s the link between the British 
Committee, the World Pea~e Canmitt~c in Paris and the Preparatory Commission 
in Prague. 
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During thc v;eeks preced.i.ng thc cxp•Jctcd opening of the Congress in 
Sheffi eld the Bri ti sh Cornmi t tee W'l.s sE:.ri ')USly c.,'lb::t.rro.sst-'<1 by shorto.ge of 
funds. The fin..'l":1C~n.z of tbe Con;-ress •.rms to h'l.vc bc<..n covercd by two methods, 
namely, by the contribati.0ns of inüivi.dua.l delega.tes, which had been fixed at 
..C14 per hea.d, ar.J. ty gra."lts from the World Peace Camruittoe in~· Since 
the contribution fr~ the llelegatcs would r.ot bt forthcoming until the 
Congress had bcgun and as tbc prclimü1a.ry expcnscs involvcd wcre considerable , 
the Organising Committe:e was dep(.ntlont upon advanccs frorn PE~ris. These were 
so slow in coming tho.t the Ca.lllTli ttce was st.rl.ously worrie;d, In the event a. 

I 
considera.blc sum in pounds a.'1d dollars was legully transferred through the 
Anglo-Fronçh Clearing Account , the money bcing bnnkcrl with the C.W.S. Bank, 
Ltd . , Leman Stre(lt, Lcmdon, E.C . It is likcly that wha.tover financia.l 
obli~a.tions may have been incurrcd in this c ountry by thc shifting of the 
Congress from Shofficld t-:> (larsaw Wl.ll be met by the transfer of funds by the 
World ?ca.ce Conuni ttce from Fa.ris to Lonrlon. 

4. SECOND WORLD lEACZ CONGRE~~ SHEFFIELD ft-:"f!J_''lARSAV/ 

It will bc remcmbend that the Russian propnp-a.nd:i.st Ilya EHRENBURG 
visited the U.K. between 21 July rmël 1 August, 19'}0, "S the Sovict delegate 
to a conference coll~d by the :Jri tish .t·ence C:znnitt-.c, During his vi sit he 
attended St;veral privo.tc as well as public mcetin7s ~nd sharply criticiseà 
thc conduct of thc British peace ca~pe.i7n, Thc ~rjtish Fcacc Committce was 
instructed tha.t it m•1st gain as brwJlly r•'lseè: supoort a.s possible and the.t 
the next V!~ld ho.cc Congress should bc hclè. in the Uni tc:l r~ngdan on the 
grounds tha.t there was soa.ll purp.:~sc in hol<liTlb it in \:nrsaw ,,;bere the 
population wo.s already "converted". London wo.s first ohosen a.s the site but, 
owing to the difficulty of finding e. suitable hall, Shcfficld wa.s later sub-
stituted by the British }-c:ace Co.-nmi!.t:..(;, Thc wte of thc Congress was fixed 
for 13- 19 November a.nd between 2 , 000 and 3,000 delegates from a.ll over the 
world were expected, The Home ~ccrctary informt)d the Houso of Cornmons on 
19 October that th~ Government's policy r~gardin~ the ac1mission of foreigners 
to the c~ngress would bc to consider applicotinns for cntry on their tndiyidual 
meri ts, re serving the right to exclude any who tt.ieht be pcrsona non gra.ta. 
Later the Organising Committee of the World Poaco Con~rcss was invited to 
produce the names of foreign delegn.tes proposint· to o.ttond . By 10 November 
261 visa applications had b~en reccived, of which 21 5 wore rcfuseà . Ther e 
were amongst these 333 applications f or visas from Slwiot and other satellite 
countries, excluding China e.nd Mongolia: of these 160 were refused • 

Most of the intending delegates began t o arriv~ in the U.Ä. on the 
night of 10/11 November . Only 82 holde~s of visas presenten themselves at 
port s and 75 were permi tted to le.ncl . Then , in the evening of 11 Nov-.mber, 
t~Organising Corrmittee nnnounccd that in vi~ Jf thc restrictive policy of 
the Governmcnt the Congress would be transferr~~ from Sheffield to Warse.w 
where it would open on 16 November . Delegates would be tro.nsported , if 
necessary at the cost of the ?olish Government, to the ncw site, whcrc free 
speech would be welcomed, not suppressed. 

There is eviè.ence that the holding of the Conpress in WD.rsavr bad 
been under considcration for somc time. Tbe final decision w'\s taken by the 
Bureau of the World }eace Congress in Irague aftcr it had been given a repor t 
on the evening of 10 November by I~or MONTAGU. 

A private meeting was held in thc City iall, Sheffi~ld, on 13 November 
which discussed ways and mea.ns ,,r :::oine to ~làrsnw. This was followeu by a 
public meeting whcre speakers pr·:->tcstecl at thc Govcrnrr.cnt ' s action. 
J . G. CROWTHER, the obairmon of the Bri tish }eace C0tnmi ttee, wa.s cheered when 
he declared: "We go forward tf"J 'iinrsaw and re.'1cc, anël intend to tell the world 
how the British warmangers have been unrnnsked." 

/Thc movement . . • . 
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The movement of delegat es t o Foland went on through the week, a 
number of specia l aircr aft having been charter ed by thc Organising Committee 
with help f r om t he Czechoalovaki an and ?oli sh Governments . B,y 17 November 
about 2000 repr esent a tives of National ?eace Committees were assembl ed in the 
?olish ca pi t al. 

Th e Gongr ees was opened with muoh pomp and ceremony by Professor 
J OLIOT ,QIJRIE, the pr esident of the World l?eac e Congr ess , who hat1 been turned 
back when he· had tried t o land in the U. K. Next oamo the Sovie t r epr e sentative 
FADEYEV, v1ho utter ed a bitter indic tment of t he West ern Ptmers and declared : 
"A new war is knocking at the door, but i t is not too la. te to save the peace , " 
Ami d the u sua l succession of speakers Dr. WOODARD of the British delegation 
was r eported t o have been receivcd with enthusiasn. He asked his audience : 
"Where i s the Iron CUr tain? It is i n Britain. The Amcricans are responsible 
but we are to blame for having sold our souls to them . :t1.ease for give our 
trespasses . I t appals me t o t hink how misl ed we in Bri tain have been, We 
shoul d do ever yt hing we can t o make ame:nds . ?lease pray for us . 11 Another 
British delegate , Mrs . S . O. DAVJY.S, v.ife 0f the Merober of Farliament f or 
Mer thyr Tydfil , on her way f r crn a visit to .• 1oscow as a member of a British 
Sovie t Friendshi p dclegati on, declarcG. that the peacc movement would gr ow 
"in spi te of the war pr opaganda anl hy.stcrice.l misreprcsente.tions of the 
socialist democr acies". 

Disoor d was caused by John ROGGE, thc American menber of t be Bureau 
of the World Feace COI!ll!littee , who denied that all blame f or world unre st should 
be lai d on t he U,S . A. ROGGE's sptech, which l nst ed for an hour , wa s f r equcntly 
booed and hissed, The f ormer French Minister f or Air, Fi err e COT, pr oposed the 
neutra lity of Western atrope . COT was f ollowed by EHR:ENBURG who attacked the 
theor y that war i n East and West was inevitabl e . "War", declared EHRENBUR~, 

"is not a midwife t o history. War is a maker of little angels; i t destrays 
tho f l ower of mankinc1 . War propaganda of all kind s should b e f orbidden . " 
The speech of the chief Chinese delegat e , KUO MO JO, was largely composed of 
pr a i se of the Sovict Uni~n f or its attitud~ t owards t he Chinese r epublic. KUO 
d emanded the end of the "wa r gf aggression in Kor ea , begun by the U.S.A."; the end 
ot intervention against Formosa; the abolition of thc u s e of the atom bomb, 
and an immedi a t e r eduction of armaments . 

The closing s e ssions , s everal of which wer e pr l onged into the ni ght, 
dea lt with various resol utions f or presentati?n t o government s . I t ha s been 
r eport ed t hat a "World Council of ?eace " wa s e stablished, with JOLlOT CURIE as 
pr e sident, a.ssistea by a bureau composed of 28 members . The "Daily Werker" 
of 25 November stated that the Bri tish ?eace Conunittee intend s t o hol d a series 
of r eport - baok meetings t o publicis~ the deliber ations of the Congress. 

5. THE COI.~.ruNIST PARTY AND THE DOCKS 

The Cooununist Farty is not ye t a.ehieving i ts a.im of establishing 
c ontrol over ~ockers, tbraughout the country. I t had been hoped t o control the 
Merseyside ?ortwor kers ' Commi ttee and t o set up a Nationa l L-'ortworkers 1 

Oommittee t o represent all dookers , under the l eadership of the Party. However, 
no support is f orthcoming from many of t he Forts , anJ thc ;.Ler seyside Cpmmittee, 
which, led by Joe HARRISON end Dani el BRANDON, extends i t s influen• e t o 
Manchester and Hull , refuses to hnve C.r,o.li n[:s with Communists or their polioy. 
Thi s Commi ttce is unwilling b allow t he i n i t it1 ti ve t o rest wi th the London 
Commi ttee, the Communist demination ()f which i t .regar.:ls With disfa.vour. 
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An important point of disagreement wi th Carununist îa.rty policy is 
over the methad of implementing the "Dockers Charter", which the i&erseyside 
Committee wishes t o do by means of a breaka.way from the T. & G.W.U. a.nd the 
f ormation of a purely dockers' Union. To this end CONSTABLE, wha is a 
member of the Londen Committee but aligns himself with the aims of the 
Merseyside Committee, intends to attempt the f ormation of a Central Committee, 
with representatives from the North of England ports. 

The paaition therefore is one of a oertain ;:iyo.lry between, on the 
one side, CONSTABLE and the Mcrseyside Committee, a.nd, on the other, the 
London Committee with the Communist T'arty behind it. At present the initiative 
lies with the f armer gr oup, which, though ready t o co- oper 1:lte on matters where 
the two policies coincide, is in no way pr epared t o surrcnder its independence. 
Muoh may depend on TIMOTHY of the Lomlon Convni t tec , whose exact po si ti on still 
seems uncertain: he is a.n associa. te but not known t o be a mcmber of the 
Communist Party. There is no evidence t o show t ha.t ther e is a.ny Communist 
control bebind the !""erseyside Committee . 




