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BRITISR OO .. &.HJNIST PARTY 

Ju1y 1950 

1 • GENERAL POLICY 

A tactioal retreat from extremism in the Party's short-term 
programme was initiated at a meeting or-thë Exeoutive Committee on 8 July 
1950. The . repgrt outlining tbis programme is on salc as a threepenny 
pamphlet en ti tled "The Fight for Peacc and Working-Class Uni ty" . It has 
been prepared as a result of the need felt by Party headquartcre to "judge 
every issue and review every aspect of our polioy including our tactics in 
a further G.~eral Election, in the light of thc present war situation and 
the paramount urgency of the fight for peace". Short-term policy -
defence of peace, national independence, wagcs and full employment - remains 
the same . Significanee lies in the fact that thc Party, in instigating new 
tactics, has implicitly acknowledged tbc force of the British evolutionarx 
and reformist trad~ . 

The initial sectien of the report describes the precarieus 
position of Britain under capitnlism. The anxiety of serious- minded 
sections of the population about this l.llust, therefore, be "guided into the 
oorrtlot political channels", for British workers "want a clear and practical 
perspective and policy that can help than on thc road to socialism". This is 
in marked contrast to FOLLITT's challenge to Congress in November 'ftrl.ch had 
spoken, in the same context, "of the road of proletarian revolution \7hich 
points the way to plenty, prosperity and peace" , o.nd had contended that every 
development in the existing crisis would drive home the need for its 
revolutionary solution. 

In reviewing Party aotivity during the General Election, the report 
stated. that there had been a discrepancy betv1een what. the workers wa.nted and 
what the Party believed that they wanted, WhiltJ the reasens of the Party ' s 
failurc at the General Elcction, expounded. in thc Political Letter "~,arward 
with Confidenoe", v;ere still valid , thc leadership had not been suffioiently 
self-cri tic.a.l. The Party 1 s failurc ,,:as fourfold. The gr eatest wea.kness 
was the inability to arouse the masses in dcfence of peacc. Second in 
importance was the cxistence of n v cry large scction of thc people which, 
alarmed at thc degree of depen~ence of Great Britain on the U,S.A., ha.d not 
yet been won for the Party. Thirdly, the imprcssion had been given that, 
in predicting the imninenoe of slump, the Party had. welcomed it as the onl.y 
means by which Communist influence could be incrensed; instead the Fnrty 
should have advanced more clearly its policy of hm7 the slump could be 
a.verted . Finally, the fundamental mistake of thc election was in its 
development into a contest between the Communist Barty on the one hand and 
all ether Parties on the ether, ~~thout suffioient nttempts at discriminating 
be~·een Labour supporters o.nd right-~~ng Labour lea.ders. The Party had 
failed to influence local Labour Partics through trade union r epresenta.tion. 

The key to the salution of the Party ' s problons lay in the Camin-
farm resoQution of November 1949 on working- class unity. Taking this as 
the guidc , the Party should "work for every conoei vablc possibili ty of 
securing unity in action with thc rank o.nd file Labour workers now, giving 
the utmost attention to this through our activity in the factorics , looalities 
end maas organisations of the working-olass". Unity of the working-class 
and "all demooratie and peace l aving people" \ïas therefore the most urgent 
duty of the ?arty. Party policy "alongsido our fight for immedia te demands" , 
tnust be concrete a.nd not gener nl , immediotely pr actioable and n ot only possible 
o.fter some "Ca.pi talist and Transport House bogy of a bloody r evolution". It 
oust be applicable to British condi tions and "be bascel upon thcm and British 
institutions" . Equally it must be shown that not Cornmunists but Tory and 
Labour leaders were "out to 'destroy Bri tain". · 
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The report should be considered in relation to the rout of Communists 
and fellow- traveners at the polls in Februory, shortly n.fter the National 
Congress had made public the re-emergence of thc British Communist Party as an 
orthodox 1~xist-~ninist-Stalinist Party; it will bc rememberad that illusions 
nbout thc "forma of unity" developcd during tho united struggle against Fnscism 
had been formally dismisscd, the Parliamcntary road to power explicitly rcjeoted, 
and revolution cmphatically atatcd to be the ultilii8.te aim of thc Party. It 
should also be considered in the light of a recent visit by POLLITT to Mosco~. 

In ndopting thc report, the Executive Committee endorsod the following 
points as the basis of the future (short - te;m) policy and tasks of the Party : 

programma. 

(~) Thnt we do all in our power to strengthen unity of 
action batvreen Communists, Labour demooratie and pcaoe-
loving people of Britain in tho fight to defend peacc, in 
support of the Pcace Petition, the British Pcace Conference 
in July, and the World Pence Congress in the autumn. 

I 

(~) '!:o concentra te on a limi ted nurnber of CQ'ru-,1Uni st can
didatcs at the next General 2":lection who will fight agD.i.nst 
both the Torles and Right-mne Labour lco.ders, and also in 
constitueneies wher e we ho.ve a. reo.l politico.l basis . 

( c) In all cases \7here 7.'0 are not contesting .-ri th our own 
candidato, to recanocnd voting Labour, whilst shomng tha.t 
the fight a.gllinst Toryism o.lso dcmands a fight of the rank
and-file 0f the Labour r:lOVC!ïlC'nt ag.:linst the Ri.ght-':ling 
leaders who are helping the Torics. 

The Political Committee has been instructod toprepare a long-term 

2. REACTIONS TO THE SITUATION IN KOREA 

Having for so long dilated on the gravity of the war danger, the 
o.ggressive intentions of the Western Powers , a.nd the fact thnt peaoe wo.s 
henging by a thread, the Party appears to have been to.ken by surprise by events 
in Korea . On first reoeipt of the ner:s the possibility of Amcrican interven
tion was cntirely disregarded. .b.ftor the statements by Presielent Trtman and . 
Mr. Attlee no onc was in a position ir.u:1ediately to interpret the situo.tion 
correctly from the British Party stnndpoint. POLLITT did not ..ant the DD.ily 

. Werker to make a sensation out of the si tua.tion until more fa.cts had been 
received. Eventually a pamphlet was produoed enti tled "Hands off Korea" vd.th 
the sub- title "Stop A:11erico. ' s Drive to \.ar 11 ; demonstro.tions v;ere organised, 
o.nd instructions "·ere issued to oobilise all Party members to improve sales of 
the Daily \lork er N1d increase the temp:> of the peace oampaign. A bocklet 
"American Armed Intervention in Korea" , published by S.;viet Nows, 'ilas put on 
sale at Party d~onstrations . A rcsolution passed by thc Exeoutive Committec 
of the Party mado the following demands: 

( 1) \ïithdraw the British Navy and Bri tish planes fr0r.1 Korea. 
Let Korea decide its ovm affnirs. 

( 2) Not o. ma.n, not a gun, f or An1erica ' s wo.r. 

(3) The Chinese Government must be allowed to take its 
rightful seat in the Seourity Counoil , 

(4) The fully representativc Sccurity Council nust meet 
and derno.nd the illllocdiatc wi tht.rawa.l of .Amerioan foroes from 
Korea.. 

(5) 'Ban the atcin banb now. 

(6) Hands off Korea.: Hands off China: Save world peaoe. 
/There •. • 
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There is no Wormation to suggest that any British Party official 
had prior we.rning of the attack on South Korea. As late as 28 June no 
instruotions had been given for the disperaal of records or f'or action in the 
event of the Party be~ declared ~Ilegal. More recently same ~ttention to 
pecurit~has b een paid at Communist Pärty headquartcrs and thG offices öf the 
Londen District. A resolution on political vigilan~ laid down that no Party 
member should be admitted to Party meetings without producing a Party aard. 

3. THE SCHUMAN PLAN 

A joint deelaratien by the Communist Parties of Franco, Germony, 
Italy, Bri tain, Holland, Belgium end Luxemburg has been made on the Schuman 
Plan. This was publisbed in thc Cominform Journal and the Dru ly 1,'1orker 
The ? lan wc.s cond cmned as a design to placc the arsenal of the Ruhr at the 
disposal of the U.S.A. in its ~ar aims egainst the Soviet Union, and for 
wenkoning the bo.sic economy of Bri ta.in and Franc e, :inorcnsing thoir dependenee 
on thc U.S,A. and lo7<ering the living stMdnrds of the werkers. "It rests 
upon the working-clo.ss", the deelaratien a s s crts, "to take up the struggle 
for na tiona l independenee and to support thc s truggle of the oppressed countries 
fortheir nationo.l independenee .•.. •. • . In or&er to defeat the war alliance of 
the merohants of death, the Communist Parties of Franoe, GermD.ny, Great Britain, 
Holland, Belgium a.nd Luxemburg will work to organise the pea.cC:;ful alliance of 
the peop les, of the millions of ordinary folk who do not wnnt war". 

4. C.AM?AIGN AGAINST DEFENCE MEASURES 

The question of evo.cuation of school children o.rising from o. Govern
ment m~norandum on this subject issued under thc Civil Defenco Act has been 
ur1der discuesion o.t a meeting of the Party Executi ve. A letter sent by 
POLLITT to Party councillors, t eachers and others involved in this question 
makes i t clea.r tha t Party merobers should in no oircumstances let i t be thought 
they are in opposition to mea.sures being taken for the safety of children. For 
this rcason the efforts of Party members should be dircoted tO\vards ensuring 
vdder support for the aims of the British Pea.cc Committee a.nd obt aining a s 
many signatures as possible for the pea.ce pcti tion. In the belief, ho\vever, 
that the Government was attempting to use the fear of evacuation to aid their 
"war plans", the Party has instructed Cc:mmunist counoillors to vote against 
any attempts to impose a plan for eva.cuation in timo of pence; but they are 
to make it clear that the Party stands for the proteetion of children during an 

• 
emergency. Party teachers are instructed to contact a.nd exploit Par ent- Teacher 
Associations and to insist that \lar can be prevented and pence secured. 

5. RAIL\'IAY STRIKE AT BANBURY 

About 250 membere of the Assooiated Society of Locomotive Engineers 
and Firemen struck uork at Banbury on 1 nnd 2 July bccausc thc Railway 
Executi ve had decided to make voluntary a pensions scheme which had hi therto 
been canpulsory i.n the Western Region . 'lhe strike was ori.gina.lly intended to 
take plo.ce only at \:eekends, b1,1t i t continucd at Bo.nbury until 5 July beca.use 
the strikers objected to being required to fill in o. ferm explaining their 
absence from duty over the ueekend. The strike cn~ed on 7 July. 

Of the mE..'tllbers of the Banbury railwaymen' s strike conunittee the 
ohairma.n, F.dwin Col in COtJLES, and the secretary, llillirun L'luri e CLA.RKE, wcre bGth 
lmovm members of the Corrnnunist Party in 1949. Membere of tho South Mïdla.nds 
District heo.dquo.rters of the Conununist Party were in touch vlith Nationa.l 
heo.dquorters, and as soon as the prolongation of the Banbury strike was know.n 
COULES oame to London to cantact Alfred PRESS, a driver at {)lr1 Dak Conrnon , who 
is a merober of the 1Vest Mi. t'.dlesex District Committee of the Party. At a 
meeting held the follmting day at which PRESS spoke, Paddington drivers decided 
to support those at Banbury by striking at weekends. 

/The Party ••• 
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The Party consinered that tha Banbury strikers shoul d not have 
objected t o si gning the form explaining their absence , since thcy thus laid 
themselves open to accusations of hs.ving been lc<l by CQilllnunists. However , 
once the action had been taken there was no qucstion of the Party failing t o 
support them. There is no doubt that the C()ll'lrlunist Party were exploi ting th.:i.s 
strike o.nd would have had sane success had not the Railuay Executive acceded to 
the strikers 1 demands, thus ending the strike . It was hoped t o involve rail-
waymen at Bristol, and the Party had made arrangments f or a speaker t o go there 
to adélress them. Drivers at Tyseley (Birmingham ) and Newt on Abbot also deci ded 
on strike action in support of the Bo.nbury railwo.ymen , but it is not clear from 
present information r1hether this was a result of Conununist expl oitation, '!he 
result was ho.iled by the "Daily "iïorl<cr" as a complete viotory for the strikers. 

6. THE STRIKE AT SMI'tlfFIELD M.ARKET 

A strike of 1200 meat drivers startod at Smi thfield on 24 June b"ecause 
of dela.ys in meeting claims for increased pa.y. The number invalvod increased 
t o some 3500 when porters struck becausé troops were used in the market , and at 
one stage a genera l strike of road haulage workers was threatencd. The men 
returned to work on 12 July. 

• There is no indication tha.t the COI!llllunist ?arty haè! any hand in 
instigating the strike, or that it provided leadership once the strike rro.s under 
uay. The strike l eaders came from a group of known agitat ors in the narket, none 
of whom is a member of the Ca:::rilunist Party, but \7ho may neverthcless b.e sympathe-
tio to sane of its aims. The fact that porters struck in such numbers \'las 
consequent on the use of troops. There are indications that the Londen Port-
workers 1 Ccmnittee , 10 of whose 16 present membcrs are nembers or close 
associates of the Communist Farty, was not confident of i.ts power to bring 
doekers out in sympathy, except in the case of troops being used in the docks. 

Both Londen District and National headquP.rters of the Party were 
interested in the pr ogress of the strike, and the latter considercd the possib
ili ty of gnining o.n extension to the provinc0s. The Party lino was to play on 
solida.rity among Transport and General li'orkers Union members, and to press for 
a general increa.se of wages for all transport workers by emphasizing the recent 
admission by the T.U.C, tha.t rigarous ~age reatra int was no langer practicable, 
This is in accor dance with the ?arty•s policy of discrediting the lead ers of the 
T. & G.W.U. and the T. U. C. 

• Erik !m::HNITZ, a porter at Smithfield , and an economie adviscr t o 
Londen District of the Ca:nunist ?arty, appears t o have kept the Party inforoed of 
the progress of the strike, but it is not possible to gauge his personal con-
tribution towards its oontinuanoe. Party merobers as a ~hole were encoura.ged to 
keep the issue alive, wh.:i.le the •'Daily \7orker 11 continued its campa.ign against the 
General Secretary of the Transport and General 'Jorkers Union, whan the ?arty 
rega.rds as its prime enemy in its struggle for trade union demooracy. 

7. THE CCNMUNIST PARTY AND TRADE UNION CONFERENC:ES 

Resolutions reflecting Cor.tnunist Party polioy v;ere mor e in evidence 
this year tha.n last at the annual conference of the Amalgru-:1ated Union of Foundry 
Werkers . Jar.1es GARDNER, the Communist General Secr etary, disclosed tha t in the 
Engineers ' ~1 ballot the mejority of Scottish a.nd Northorn England members of the 
A . U . F .~. ~ere in f avour of strike action, and inplied thnt thc issue was not 
finally resolved even though the total vote was in favour of arbitration. This 
is consonant with c~rrent Communist Party policy, whioh regarde thc engineers as 
a whole a s mistaken in voting as they did (326,233 for arbitration , and 111,049 
f or stïke action) and in expecting to obtain a eatisfaotory result by arbitra.tion. 
Ted HILL, the Communist Secretary of the Boilerrnakers ' Society, present as 
fraterno.l delegate fr am the Confederation of Shipbuilding and Engineering Unions , 
objected to Government interference on all wage questions, and urged strike 
action t o enforce any claim if necessary, . 1he Union 1 s Executi ve Council 
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was instruoted by 39 vetes to 11 to give rnaral end financial support to the 
British Peace Carrnitt€e, end was urged to prcss for the return of the T.u.c. 
to the \t'orld Faderation of Trade Unions. '!'he Conference expresscd itself 
as dissatisfied wi th the nationalisation policy of the Government and dernended 
greater werkers ' control in nati onaliscd industry, with à majority of trade 
union repreaentatives on the boards of oantrol. 

Four fraternal de~~gates from the U.S.S .R. wer e pr esent , as was 
Ernest THORNTON, General Secretary of t he Australia.n Ironworker s ' Union, a 
member of the Exeoutive Co!'!mri.ttee of the H.F . T. U. and. a member of the Central 
Commi ttee of t he Australian Communist Part y . Jrunes GARDNER and five ethers 
planned t o make a return visit t o the Soviet Uhion at the end of July. 

8. DISTRICT CONGRESSES 

District Congressas were held by the Tees- side, North Eest, and 
Lancashire and Cheshire Districts of the Communist ?arty during the last half 
of June. New District CO!!!i:ri. ttees were elected and resolutions passed. in the 
usual Communist sense. 
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