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THE BRITISH CQl.ji.fUNIST PARTY 

_:AY 1950 

1. THE FIGHT FOR PEACE 

Because the Party bas "lagged behind in placing the defence of 
peace as the central task", tbe F..xecutive COI'!Inittee bas decided to issue 
a Political Letter on the peace campaign to all Party members . Three 
main poli tioal weáknCsses must bo overcoma: the underEJetimation of the 
war danger, which, as a result of the deciaiona taken recently by the 
Foreign Ministers of the Atlantic Pact countries, the Party conaiders to 
have grovm considerably; the tendency to regard war as inevi table, whereas 
"if the people are brought into aotion, peaoo can be defended"; and the 
failure to see peace as the central issue, vnth the result tbat the fight 
for living standarde is 11posod by some comrades against the defence of 
peace". All Party merobers must C.:evelop the campaign for the peaoe 
petition on the widest front and strive:. to make a success of the British 
Peace Conference in July . 

Special steps are being taken to ~:;xploi t the peace campaign among 
wanen. In a letter fran Party headquarters to all Districts, branches and 
units i t is stated that the desire for peace among wanen bas been evinced 
by the growing anxiety of nothers of young children and conscripts, the 
action of the wcmen who 11broke into" the 1.rmy recruiting parade in Londen, 
and t'hosc uho è.ernonstrated outsidc the Amerioan :Erobassy v.rith the slogans 
11 0ur sons o.re not for Export". These aotions should be developed all over 
the c ountry, but th~ central task ~as to obtain millions of women•s aignatures 
for the peaoe petition, f or "without ·the support of the wcmen there cannot be 
a mass poace canpaign11

• 

Disoussions have been held between membere of the National Peace 
Council - a purely pacifist organisation - and the British Peace Committ ee to 
explore thc possibility of joint activity. The Peace Council bas decided 
tbat no formal associntion is possible, but several of its membere feel that 
a useful purpose would be served by occasional infcrmal meetings and an 
exchange of news and views . Thc feace Col:lr.littee has taken the opportunity 
of the presence in Lvndon of members of thc i7orld fureau of the Partisans of 
Peace to arrange a lunch party t.'or them a.nd membars of the Peace Council . 
The Peace Pledge Union will consider whether i ts members should speale on 
Peace Cocmittee platforms after they ~~ve received fram the Peace Council 
a report on their disoussions. 

2. MAY DAY DEMONSTRATION 

Echoing a statement issucd by the ii"orld Federation of Trade Unions 
which named ~iay Day as "International ?eace Day11

, the Party • s manifeste 
co.lled for ••a. mighty demonstrati-:>n of the determination of the workers of 
Britain, in solidarity with their clo.ss brathers in every country of the 
world, to end the wars now taking place, prevent a third world war and ensure 
lasting peace" . 

Originally, arrangements had been made by the London District of 
the Party ft:>r contingvnts to march to Trafalgar Square from assembly poi nts 
in LOnden. But, as a re sult of the reimposi.'tion of the ban on poli ti cal 
marches and the refusal of the Home Secrotary to meet representatives of the 
tondon Trades Council who wisbed to protest against the ban, London Distriot 
called on the workers to demonstrata in force. Five protest meetings were 
held at 1. 30 p . m. on 7 May at Hyde Park, St. I'ancras Arches, St , George•s 
Circus, Latohmere Roo.u Baths and Stepney Green. Later attempts were made to 
organise marching colu.'Tl!ls to Traf'algar Square, but these were dispereed by tho 
police . 

/A total ••• 

s 



,. 
I ' 

• 

• 

SECRET 
- 2 -

J• total of I , 000 pC;O.l:Jlc cr.n.~r~;:;go. teJ at the Square, where Communist 
and trade union banners were exhibitc~. Thc meeting \'Tas addressed by 
E.D. SHEEHt.N (chairma.n), J .R. SCOTT, "E..J . HILL, Julius JACOBS and Claude 
BERRIDGE. They spoke on the resolution : 

"This demonstratien of Londen ' :::; werkers, which 
was organised by the LonG.on Trades Council , celebrating 
Ma.y Day , senëls warm, fra ternal and oomra.dcly greetings 
to fellow tr'lde unionists all over the world, and with 
them \Ve pledge ourselves to stri ve unoea.singly to preserve 
peace and to outlaw atomie warfo.re so tha.t the werking 
people of the world or:m go. forwardintheir own way to 
Sociali sm anè. the brothcrhood of o.ll who work. We pro-
test at thc action of the Home Secrotary in banning our 
traditional march and determine that ncxt year this shall 
not r (:;cur. ·;re è.emand that the Government take action to 
reduce the hi~h pr i ces of esscr•ti a l oormnodi ties and the 
svrollen profits that are being made. \7e support the 
aotions of the Trade Union ~ovement in their just claims 
f or a higher standnr(~. of life for all workers . \Ie 
protest at the propos~~ incrcases in London ' s fares and 
resolve t o offer the utnost resistnnce to them. Finally, 
this demonstratien pledgss i tself to r ebuild the uni ty of 
the L :..:-!'lla: .. :.onr.l '2:--aè.., T.Ji. :i. on · cvcuent, so necessary to 
our struggle against ltorlè Capitalism. Only the unity of 
thc '!'rade Union Movement cnn onsure victory for the werking 
class". 

70 persons \7ere arreste<l, of whan 61 were. knovm Comrnunists. A 
"May Day Defence Pund" has been set up to defray tho legal costs of those 
arrested. The treasurer is F,J. 'l11JRIOO (a CQrununist and London area 
secretary, E. '1'. U.). An appeal f'or dvnntions has been issued by Mark BASS, 
Claude BEHRIDGE, H.ev. Jack BOGGIS, il'rt:U.a GRD!iBLE, J.H. HAYW.ARD , Julius J ACOBS , 
D. N. l"RI'l'T, K. C. , Tom SULijiV .AN, Ted TAYLOR, J uan B. Tli0liti.130N 

1 
J. P . , 

E.J. TURNER, L.C. ',.'HITE. 

Party headqulU'ters has express<::d tht: op:a.m.on the.t the Home Secr etary ' s 
ban on the procE.:ssions con·tribut<:::d to tht! Party 's sucoess. Had there been no 
ban, tra.de unianiets would not have been involvcd in any c1isorder. As it was, 
many non-Party trade unionists joined in the demonstrations in a manner whicb 
they would not have adopted but for the ban , The Party is extremely d:ispleased 
wi th the manner in which Co::ll!lunists gave eviuence in Court . They were inten~'ö.e:l 
t o make a plea fran the dxk for world peacc but only abou'j three ccmplieè. with 
?arty instructions. 

3. MALAYA WEEK 

The ?arty • s Halaya \leek will start on 3 Junc wi th the object of 
intensifying thc campai.gn t o stop the \var in Mnlayn, anJ. as part of an indepen.:!.­
ent peace campaign to st~ulate th~ colleetien of signa.tures for the peace 
peti ti on, The progr8Jl!Ine inc1"'""'~ poster pnrn.des and meetings, and Party 
branches have been in~ tructeel to "conduct ncti vi ties" at Labour Exchanges on 
3 June , where con~cripts will be enrollcd, AttE:.mpts are to be made to inducc 
the mothers of conscripts to participate in these demonstrations. 

The results of the locnl electjo~s, in whioh not one of the Part y ' s 
353 oandidates for Borough Councils was sucor•qsful, r eflect, aocording to Party 
heaclqunrters, a very serieus situation for the Party, which is to be tbe subject 
of clisoussion by the :l·.üi t) cnl COI!lm:;. ttee , 
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5. COMINFORM JOURNAL 

Because of the small circulation in the United Kingdom of the 
Cominform Journal, the Executive Committee has passed the following resolution. 

"The Ex:ecuti ve Coouni ttee draws the attention of all 
comradcs to the importance of the weekly journal of the 
Communist Ihformation Bureau - FOR A LASTING PEACE, FOR 
A PEOPLE'S Dû;IOCRACY. The journal contains articles by 
leading Comrnunists throughout tho world on the situation 
and polioy of the IJommunist Parties in their countries, 
and on the general strategy of the werking olass in the 
struggle for peace, in dufence of living standards, and 
for Sooialism. 

The lessons of the struggle and experience of the 
workers and Communist Parties in other countries, are of 
the grt:o.test importance for us, and this joumal should 
be obligatory reading for the oadres and active membere 
of oor Party To increase i ts oirculation, both in the 
Party and in the militant Labour Havement, is a most 
important politico.l task, and we therefore oall on all 
District and Branch Commi ttees to take measures to make 
i t lmown and to encourage comrades to subscribe for this 
valuo.ble weapon in our struggle". 

6, THE COidMUNIST PARTY ANI> TRADE UNI ON CONFERENCE) 

The Communist Party achieved a fair measure of success at trade 
union conferences held in April and May. At the conference of the Union of 
Shop, Distributiv(; and Allied Workers in April a motion moved by a member of 
the Communist Party condemned the Executive Committee for supporting the T.U.C. 
wo.ge reatraint polioy. Thi s was aarried on a show of hands. The Executive 
of the Clerioal o.nd Administrative Vorkers Union, however, obtained., despite 
Communist opposition, endorsement of its policy to prevent Communiste from 
repreaenting the union on any other bodies to which i t was affiliated. At the 
conference of the National Union of Agricultural ITorkers at which Jack DUNMAN, 
an official nt Cormnunist Party headquarters, spoke, the proposal that the 
Exeoutive press the Government more vigorously for the nationalisation of land 
was dereated by the slight najori ty of 68 - 66. Merobers of the Communist 
Party \?ere not prominent at the annual conference of the Railway Clerks 
Association. But although it had hitherto strongly supported the T.U.C. wage 
reatraint polioy, it instructed the Exooutive, by 43,025 to 35,825 votes, to 
consider urgently the problem of obtaining impravement of salaries for clerioal 
and supervisory staffs. 

Several resolutions at the annual conference of the Electrical Trades 
Union reflected the policy of the Communist Party. The Communist President, 
Frank FOULKES, urged union merobers to vote for strike action in the Engineers' 
C1 ballot and this was almast unanimously supported by the ccnference, as was 
a call to increase wages out of profits. The conference in general, and . 
~alter STEVENS, General Secretary and a member of the Communist Party, in 
partioular, supported a resolution to inorease trade and friendship with the 
Sovict Union and Eastern Europe, although there was a large minority ~ich 
disagreed with the implications of the resolution, Frank HAXELL, the Assistant 
General Seoretary and a member of the Communist Party, demanded grèater ûnion á.nd 
werkers ' control of nationalised industry. The Party reoeived a rebuff in the 
defeat of a r<:~soltttion on re-uffiliation to.the ïlorld Fadoration of Trade 
Unions; instead, the newly formed International Oonfederation of Free Trade 
Unions was welcomed. Party initia ti ve was regain,ro. by FOULKES, who deplor ed. 
American "domination" of the I .C.F.T.U., and an runendment was passed giving 
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support inst(.jo.d to "n.ll the na tL.uo.l anêl international bcxlies vthose policy i t 
is to build and mainto.in tradc union orp:o.nisation free a.nd independent of 
Government danination". tiezei POD 'SHKIN, President of the Electrical Power 
Workers of the Soviet Union, ;'las pl· <. ::.cnt o.s a. fra.ternal delega.te , and added his 
contri bution to the general call f or pence, conderr..l!ling opposi tion to the Soviet 
Union as roa.ctionnry. 

7. THE CQ,lMUNIST PJ.RTY AND _:.FRICAN S1'UDEN~I'S 

Communist ï:arty headqunrtcrs ho.s recently paid conoiderable attention 
to its work o.mongst Africa.ns in thi.s country, po.rti.culo.rly VIest African students, 
many of whom are contacted as soon as they arri ve from abroad . The Party has 
found, hovtever, that coloured visHors clo not benefit from routine branch meetings 
of the Party, where the proc0edings usually mtiûl1 li ttle to them and British Party 
members do not o.lwo.ys treat their i,'UC.sts sympat.hctica.lly. To remedy this, Party 
headquarters is trying to arran[e f "'r cul ourt..:! peoplE. to form their ovm groups 
nnd branches which will bü e.ffih~+ ~ ' t ~hw lvcnl Ca:munist ?arty branch; the 
"Paul Robesen Branch" in St. ?ancras o.nd a t:r vup of Nigerinns which meets at the 
house of a Party n~ber in Chclsea have recently been formed . 

&ile BURNS, a nember of tile: ?oli ticnl Cornmi ttec, travelled to Prague 
by air on 5 lf.ay to reprosent the Britlsi1 Canmunist ?arty o.t the celebrations 
of the 5th anniversnry of the liberation of Czechvslovo.kia. Edvrard (Ted) 
DICKENS, a member of the Iondon District C~ittee of the Communist Party, 
visiteti ?ragu~ on 5 b~Y to repres~nt the Conrnittee at the liberation celebrations. 

George ALLISON, Iaèustrinl Oruanisër of the British Communist Party 
and a merober of its Executive Comoittce, left Northolt Airport on 15 11ay for 
Buda.pest where he attended meetings of thc :'iorld Fecleration of Trade Uni ons. 
On 19 :May, George '.üllia.n SDD'TELD, an .Lndtwtrial reporter of the Daily Wer ker , 
travelled to Budapest to attend the Jnl;:lotl.ttgs of the \7.F.T.U. 

9. THE YOUNG COMMUNIST LEb.GUE 17t!_J. ]iAJ.'I_ONAI, CONGRESS 

The 17th National Congrcss of the Young Comrnunist League took p l ace 
in Londen at the Beavt.Jr Hall, Garltck Hill, on the weekend of 20 - 21 May • 
266 delegates o.ttended the Congress ancl 183 branches of the Young Communist 
League were represented. Fraternal delegates included representatives f r om the 
All India Student Federation, :;alnyo.n Youth, Spanish Republican Youth, ',Torld 
Federation of Democratie Youth, Greck & CYPriot Youth, International Youth 
Council, Sturlcnt Labour Feder ation, Youth Soction Irish Workers Lengue, Labour 
Youth League of U.S .A., Young 7."orlrcrs Lengue of Northern IrE:lan<1. 20 delegates 
a lso attended from the Communist Party. 

A new Nn+.ioi.1Et1 C.::..-2ittee of thc Younp Cc:mnunist League was elected as 
fellows: 

V ie AIJ..B:.STER . 
Desmond ATKINSON. 
Bill BROOKS. 
Ben BIRNBA UM.. 
Ron BOSLEY. 
Bill CARRITT. 
Joe OLARKE, 
Les C.ANNON . 
Monty COH.ti:N . 
Ivy COCPEEL 

r:al ter DA VIS. 
Vic EDISFORD. 
Jack EV.ANS. 
Roy GADSBY 
Jock GLENN. 
Rufus GODSON' .. 
Jack HliWEP..SOfl 
Joe El· t~ltnl. 
Sid KAU~'.i,!AI'f. 
John :MOSS. 

Dick NETTLETOO. 
Jimmy OATES. 
V'alerie POTTER. 
Dill RIACH. 
J i.m STAFFORD. 
Frances SCHWARTZ 
Dob SEABROOK. 
Peter 1'HOM.FSON. 
Doug \71-IITFIEID. 
T. 'f/ORDS. 
Betty rtiLKINS. 
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Th~ main theme of the Congress was the importance of assisting 
the peace campa.ign, which, as wi. tb the parent organisati.on, is the central 
task of the Young Communist League for the ccming year. The numerical 
wealmess of the League, particularly in i.ndustry, whi.ch had been emphasised 
at the 16th Congress, was again deplored • 




