
1 
1'11 ·!Vt;1.q~ 

-itfM"",' 

*rf 
Van: KA-H.A. ó. '!;, ~ t.j". :_A\ ,r< 1· ., Aan: H A C D -7 ~ 
No. E/385/38'{ ~I·""' 
ONDERWERP: Deportations and Collectiv~sat~on in 

l!:STONIA and LI~HUA.l\fiA 
Economic1 and Poli tical Si tuation ~n J:!;STONIA . 

/ r!Z, 1. 

HAPPOliT 

Van Sardine ontvingen w~j om te behouden o~jgaande ~rapporten- . 

BIJLAG.!!;: 2 



?olitical/Economic 

DoportQtions and Collectivisation in Lithuania, 
19~ 

A. DEPORI'ATION 

1. Extent 

The following figures take no account of the constant flow of 
deportati ons frorn prisons in Lithua1..ia, but deal only with the f ivc 
majormass deportations. Naturally, no official statistics have 
been published; pe:chaps they have never been compiled. However, i t 
may be t aken as fairly certain that 150, 000 Lithuanians were deported 
in 1941 (during the first Soviet occupa tion) , in the September 1945 
and Februa :r:y 1946 wavPs jointly. There was a fourth large wave of 
deporta tions in December i 9l~7, for which no figure is available. It 
is al$o reported that 1 00,000 persons Y.rere deported from Li thuania in 

May 1948, and 60,000 in March a nd Apri1_ 1949. The two l atter 
figures may exaggerate, a s they come from South Lithuania, which 
suffered worst; but a llowing for the December 1947 wave_, a round tota l 
of 300,000 deportees a ll told sea~s probable. 

In May 1948, 4,500 l·ithuanians are s a id to have been deported 
fran the three small south-west countries of ALYTUS, VAVENA and 
LAZDIJAI alone. 

MoJ i res for deporta ·cion are in the main the follovring:-

~ a, Suspect mombership of any resistan.::e movenent. 

b) Family r elationship to. any pa rtisa r4 

cj Proved family relationship to any "Displaced Person" who has 
not returned home. 

d) Regular oor-respondenee wi th pe rsons abroad, 

e) Opposition to collectivisation. 

3. When a ny Li thuanian har. been selected for deporta tion, his whol·e 
family goes vàth him: wife, children and even parcnts, especially if 
they aru living with him. In this way no distinction is made bet·ween 
age groups or the sexes; but in , pr.~.ctice t vm-thirds of those deported 
are w~en, children or old people • 

. 4. Peasants have been the main sufferers; fi:stly, many were deported 
bêcause they were suspeetod of help~.ng pa rtisar.a; now the l a t es t wave 
of deportatio~~ has affected persons proved or suspeetod of res~sti1>g 
collectivisa tion. 
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5. Persons sele<:terî. :for deportn.tions are usually fotched from their 
homes by MVD troops, a nd dri ven, ofton in thoir own c a rts, to barbod-
wiro enclosures in the nearost tovrn. Here thoy have to wait a day or 
so, without any shelter, until the colloetion is canpleted and all have 
signed a declaration of "voluntary ranoval" to the USSR ( usually for 
1 0 years). They are then conveyed by bus or lorry to tho neares t 
railvmy sta tion, and thence by goods train to Russia, 

6. No infomation is o.vailable about tho food given to deportees on the 
train. The amount they can bring themsel vos depends on the benovalenee 
of the MVD men in chargn of tho move ; sometnnes thoy tell deportces to 
bring all they can, sametimes only what they can carry on their pe r soïw. 
"Decapitalisation11 ofton takes place at the colloetion point; this means 
that Russ i ans or Lithuani an "annihil ators" confisca te deportces' personal 
possossions. 

7. Brutality in the form of insults, pushes and blows, seans to occur 
frequently; but this again depenéts on the MVD man' s frame of mind. In 
gene:.-al, anyone trying to escape is shot down, and no allo\ii/D.ncè i s made 
for wealmess o ~ illness, Any physical resistance l eads to arrest a nd 
imp:risonnent. Tho following concrete cases of brutal i ty have been 
r eported:-

a) . In tho town of ALY'l'US, during the May )948 Y.tave of deporta tions, 
an old teacher named GAVELIS who h11d hoart disease, was fotched by thc 
Russians, a nd fain·~ed as he was c l:Lnbing into the lorry. He was hurled 
into the lorry and criven off. 

b) In the s ame wave, a n old man narried KRILAVICIUS , who had long been 
ill and bed-ridden, was novertheless deported from the tovn1 of JElli~. 

c) In February 1946, Mrs. BUJ.ANAUSKIS of BALBIERISI\IS village in 
PP..IENiil County , with four small children, and Mrs. VITMUSKAS of 
:UEII)ALING:r~ market-town, with three small children wero deported; al though 
the temper&ture was 20° below zero, ~hey were not a llowed to wrap their 
children in warm clothes for the journey , bocause the P..ussians were in a 
hurry. 

8. Deporteo s are subsequently allowed to vrritc letters to ~heir homes , 
and even t o Western countries. 

9. The areas in P..ussia to which Li t huani ans have been deporte d in l arge 
numbers a r e: - VARKUTA (en the Arctic Ocean), ~A.LTAI, ·che KRASNOYARSK c.rea , 
KAZAKHSTAN and the DONB.I\S . 

10. Lithuanians deported via a pr~son and a trial, are sent to punitive 
l abour camps . On the othor hand pe rsons de. orted durirtg one of the mass waves, 
without crnne or sentence, ar& usually pe rmi tted to live freely in the aree. of 
their exile - but wi thout the right to move from ther o. There they a re 
sent to work in coal-mines ( a s in the DONBAS, and a t VARKUTA),in the forests 
( a s in the KRASNOYARSK a r ea) o1· on kol khozes ( as reported fran KRASNOYARSK, 
ALTfJ a n:i kazakhstan). The hardes t and most inhuman living conditions are 
in the mines a nd forests : and it i s here that the more dangerous elements , and 
Li thuanians who refuse to s i gn the deel ara ti on of 11 vol un t o.r-y removal 11 , are 
placed. 

11. ·•On a rrival, deportees normally have to build their mm ba r racks, as there 
is no acca'nodc'l. tion for them. Everyone over the a ge of f ifteen has to t ake 
part in the vvork, Their wo rk i s someti'11e s as muoh as 20 km. fran their c arnps 
-( especi ally in the Siberian forest C[1JI!p s , but a lso at kol khoze s ); and 
depprtees then have to cover this dlstance ~vice a day on foot. 
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A man vvh o fulfils h is nonn of vrork r oceivcs 200 to 300 r oubles a month a nd 
a nonnal r 2tion of food, vrhich c on s i s ts mainly of a 1-kg. l oaf of brcad a 
day. The nonn is bascd on the ability of a strong a nd healthy man; if it is 
no t fu.lfilled, t he pay a nd the r a tion a r e r ccluced. Those who a r e ill or 
othe r->rlse unfi t f or work, . gut nei ther pay nor ra ti ons. S t:mi t a t i on is as 
good as non-existent. J. dnini str.~ tion i s clone by Russian s , usu.:.tlly men who 
have been senteneed and deportcd f o r criminal offenc cs. 

One Li thuania n woman wrote from a deporta tion c run ~ ' tha t "she had becane 
rich" because shc had s .;wn 150 pota toes: anothc r wrotc that she woulel be 
the ha ppiest wana n i n the worlel if she ha d a ny unde rcl o t hes t.) put on. 

B. COLLECTIVI Si~ 

12. It wa s one of the main purposes of tho partisan rnavanent t o pr ev ent 
the collectivisa tion of Lithuania . Ea rly in 1 947, the Rus s i a ns b egeeD t c:i 
cstabl ish sinf:~ G kolkhozes, sanc times by s ending Russian s e ttl e rs to take 
over fanns belonging to Lithuania ns who had fled abroad. Lithuania n pensants 
we r e a l so encouraged to f onn kollrho zes vol unta rily, for vvhich t h ey obta ine d 
considerablc t ax relief. 

13. The partisa ns opposed coll octivisa tion bi ttcrly. They wou1d shoot 
dovm Russia n settle rs wh o did no t obey partisa n orders t o fl eo back to Rus s i a . 
Lithuanian kolkhoz ha nds were given orders tha t t hey woul el bc r ega r ded a s 
trai tors i f t h ey did no t ieave t heir kol kho zes. As a r esu.l t, v ery f ew 
kolkhozes, only such a s vvere near to a Rus sia n garrison o r well-policed t own 
could survi ve. 

14. During 1 948 and the begi nning of 1 949, tho Rus s i a ns tmder-took can
prehensive 11 c l e a ning-up11 opera tion.s agai nst the parti sa ns. Tho partisan 
movement was reduced to a fraction of i ts fonner strene;t h ; wi th it, the 
chief obstacle to colloctivisa tion was remove d. 

15. At th ~ 4th Plenar.t Sossion of the Centlal Canmittoc of the Lithuania n 
Communi si; 'l:la rty in October 1948 it wa s decidt:Jd to c a rry out i n t e ns ive propa ga nda 
in favour of coll ecti visation among pea sants. Countle s s pr opagandists, in
cluding mombe r s of the Supreme Coucil, tra vell ed the r oa ds t o get the peasants 
to dec i ele in f 1wour of collective f a nns. The r adio and t he r ress r ublished 
the narnes of pea sants who s poke ag&inst coll ectivisa tion a t these meetings, and 
branded than 11 kulaks 11

• The ma ss deportations of M&rch and April 1949 foli owe d 
behind this propaganda cam ;:-aign, and there i s no do'lbt tha t the Li t huanians 
deport ed at this time we re mainly opponents· of collectivisation, 

16. It i s knovm that at the gathering of the Supreme Cc.unc il of the USSR in 
March 1 94 9, delegates fran the varj0us republics ha d t o r eport on the state · 
of collective f a nning i n their own territ~rieso The Lith~nian deles;atcs . 
brought poor f i gures; it seems likely that those i n cha r ge in ·Li thuania re
ceived a reprimand, since the effort to c ollectivise wa s all-out fran then 
onwards. With .the part i san movement dispersed, peasant resisters deported 
and the rest of the pea santry i;orror;_sci3 . t he v·/o.y v-ms f r ee for the introduetion 
of kolkhozes. 

17. According to official figures published, 5,'+54 kolkhozes ha ve already been 
establ i shed, empl oying over 200,000 peasants, or 5~ of thc t otal. JUEfVilll~ 
County is said t o be 100% collectivise d, JONISKIS Country 93%, SI.~t'I.ULIAI 93;& a ncl 
ZARASAI 7r:f/o. The part i sans are still try ing to s top collee ti visa ti on, even 
threatening to kill pe asants who g ive way to the authoritie s; but it se cms 
unlikely t hat t hey can prevent canplete collectivi sation in the long run. 
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18. Pass i ve re sis knce by thc peo.sants in the f onn of denying produce is out 
of t he ~uostion; it would only injure the peasants themselves, for it is 
a l ways t he S t a te that clcc i des hm-;r much co.ch kolkhoz mus t delivor. 

19. Thcrc i s no 1.miform systom of po..y on kol khozos. For inst <:>nc e , a.t 
LIUDVINAVliS Kolkhoz each h<:l.nd c;cts 5 kg. of bréad crain plus 6 nubles o. day, 
while at AUSRA Kolkhoz in ICEDAINI!:~.I Cou.nty each hand gcts 9t kg. of bread grai:o 
and 3 roubles; a t the GEGUZES PIRvi OJI Kolkhoz in RASEINLU County hands ge t 7 
roubJ es a nd nothing olse, while at PERG}.L3! Lolkhoz near R!~UDOI'IDV/ .. RIS cach 
hand gets an advance ' of lr kg. gr a in plus 4- r oubles a nd a promise of 8 kc;. 
grain l a ter. At the LENINO KELL'LS Eolkho z in PJ. :w"·,I ,IS ©.ounty_ hands are 
pranised 10 kg. of grain a dn.y plus various extra payments and an extre. sugnr 
rat i on. On 6th November 1949 the Minister of Agricul ture praniscd each 
kolkhoz ha nd an average of 5 t o 7 kg. of grain a day. Thus the fonn of 
men ' s pay clearly depends on the age :'.nd r esources of the kolkhoz; in its 
early days only a n advance of pay is issued; the r ana inder i s paid out sane 
time l a ter , when the farm ' s production over t he year cc.n be assessed. 

20. Each man on a kolkhoz does have a snall picce of l e.nd which he c o..n till 
priva tely in his spare tirne; he is free t o sell any of i ts produce which ho 
does not consune hL~self. 

21. There is no shortage of food in Li thuania, but clothing is very scD.rco c.n cl 
of poor quality. The question of accomodation on kolhl,ozes is f o.. r fr rn1 
sol ved; special "bu,ilding brigades 11 a re erecting stables, byros, stios, etc , 
for kol khozes, whil a ol d fanns a re used as dwellins- houses. As for social 
ameni t i es, there bas been no cha~>?;e since collectivisation begc.n. 




