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In La tvia , tho dcportations wcrc c i\.rriod out on MP.rch 25th, 26th and 
27th, 1949. On o. rocluced scale, thcy vrent on during the f ollowing weck nr.d 
tho first days of April, sinco thc l\ïKVD agent s tri cel harcl to discove r persons 
who werc not found in thoir homes tho fir~3t time, 'I'he ac t ion followcd t hc 
vrcll-known pattcrn: in tho e..ft crnoon of Ni n.rch 24th, l orries asscmbleél. a t 
prc·-arr a nged points. At nie;ht, io Co bet ween 00.00 and 02" 00 hours on March 
25th, task units n.nd gui cles sot oui: in the l orries to wo:cko Tho action ' in 
Estonia may have commencod a fmv do.ys aa rlier (on or around Ma rch 21.st); o. t 
a ny rato the pcopl e in Riga ïYere forewa rnod and vory excitod in ad,ranco~ 

The tota1. mnnber of the deportces i s no t knovvn: onl y high-ran..king 
Mv"D officials dispose of exact figurcs. Onc infonnant calculates from the 
moans of conveyanc e usod tha t the total numbor was a r ound 45,000 to 50,000 
vvhich would mean t ho. t tho March deporta tions cxcooded appr oximat el y throe 
times those of J'une 13th a nd 14th, 1941 ; on thc othor ho.nd anothcr ir..f'onnant 

1- basing his figurc on :i.mprossior.s of people living in Rig11 a t the tirno, says 
the total was much smalJ. cr than in 1 94L Infonnati on availablc wi th respect 
t o individual cities and localitios i s also corSJ.ièting, According t o the 
first informo.nt, 7~ 000 persons wer o doport od from Riga. (Hel a tivoly t his 
figure is not high - L4 por cent of thc cs t imatccl t otal populo.tion of the 
city, now over 5~),000; howovor, Riga has the l o. r gost percentage of r ecently 
irnmigra ted Russians a nd the shrinking Latvio.n population ho.s been recently 
11 purged11 ). The second informo.nt sto.tos that only a fow score of pcople 
we re deport cd fran Riga i tself in Mo.rch l 949J 'J'ho victims were taken by 
lorry to thc r a ilway sta tion of OGRE (30 kilometr~s east of Riga) , where 
they wcro placed in froight cars with grated winclows. 

Sixty freight cars urowdcd with doportces (honco about 2, 000-2,500 
persons) woro dispatched from VENTSPILS (WINDAU), though na t all of t hen vrcre 
residonts of V&'\i""TSPILS (15, 670 inhabitants in 1935}; some wero fran the 
surrounding countryside. 

From SKRUNDA (SCHRUNDEN - a rural commune of 4, 900 inhabi t~lnts in tho 
KULDIGA district, 40 truck-loads of men, wornon and childrer~, sano of whan 
vvere pieleed up in the a djacent arcas. 

In the ZEMG .. ALE (SEMG,.l.ILEN) pro:vince, the c;roq.t os t lossas in tho rura1 
districts struck the a r eas of llii.USK.i1. (BAUSKEN) ancl 1\.UC:ï,i; ( ~WTZElif , a ::mall 
town in the JELGAVA district, 3,300 inhabito.nts)o 

In KURZNviE (COT.illLAND ), the principal points of assembly wero r epor ·f;·
edly DUND.AGA (DONDliliGEN), thc c oastal district of northern ICURZEME~ and the 
STENDE r a ilway sta tion (thc Talsi (TALSEN) area)o 

In VIDZEME (LIVONDt) province, tho soverest losscs.wor e suffered by 
the communes of LAlJ"DONA (2, 800 inhabito.nts) and KALSNAVA (Kl\LZENll..U), both 
in the MllDONA district; the GAUJIEN/1 c ommune in the Vf:J.1KA. (1\l'filiK) district~ 
(2,400 inhab i tants ) o.nd the GESIS ( l~ENDEN) D.r üao Thor e is pradically no 
infonnation on LATG .. tLE (LETTG..4LLEN) . 
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3. Thn roo.son f'or deDorto.tion wo.s chiofly politico.l unroliability. Any 
P?rson viiî.ö}iö:;--g-i~-w:lcnu"';,o fÖ~--s~s~Jicio::, or d?liboratoly or unvüllinlpy ~ ,". 
gr.ron tho JJnprosslon of' ur.roJ.lab:Ll:Lty, ls cons1dorod a class emmy. hanvc., 
of n corrocti.on11 o.ro sljm, Cortai.n ca togorios of i.nhabi tants ( e. go f01mer 
govorrnnontal or cc.mmunal officials of medium n.nd hichor gro.dos) o.ccording to 
their formor position or social sta~us (e,g. ownors of urban roal osto.to, nnd 
farmers who proviously ownod more than 10 hoctnros), aro r.lmost automatico.lly 
includod cunong tho class o.::'lcmios, whoJ in tho Communist view, must b n o.n.nihi
latod <ooonor or lo.tor, but vrho rrius-1.:, boforo thoir clcath, ·ba usocJ. as fo.r as 
possiblo as mempower in tho l abou.-<: cEU:.tps., 

This time doportation n.f foctod chicfJ.y tho following ca togorios of 
inhabitants:-

a) Farmers who hA.d tricel to avoiel joining kolkho~;es as well as 
persons who had oppósoel, however slightly, the ostabJ.isbnent of 
koJ. lchozes or displaycel thoi.r clissatisfactio!'l with tho kolld10zes~ 
even if thcy were now kolkhoz memborsj in this respect, the 
Bolsheviks eliel not difforontiate botween former farmers a r1el thoir 
hired l abour9 

b) Persons who had been mad8 prisenors by tho Bolshoviks cluring 
tho war, but had been roleasod subsequcn:tly ( o. go former legion
aries or persons drafteel by the No.zis in a campulsor~y rnaïLnor for 
fort)fication work); 

c) Othe r politically unrclio.blo persons, o" g. f'Jrmor merobers 
of the Home Guards or the poJ.j.co, if not previously doport cd; 
former govorrnnGrrcal and communal officials; former ovn:ers of' 
urban roo.l ostate; persons suspectcel of giving o.ssistance to 
the partisans (persons who are oonvictod of such assistanco a re 
deport cd without rlelay) and otherso 

If a family includod one man1xlr of "Ghese catoe;ories, the whole frunily 
was deported., 

The deportces belonged to vo.rious age groups, but tho mnjority wore 
botv.-een 15 and 70 yonrs of o.geo A small number of young peoplo managed to 
escape anel havo joinod tho partiso.ns in the forosts • 

.1\.ll social groups are repx-·esented cunong the doportcos, 1Yegirr.11.i:r:g wi th 
workers and encling with former entrepreneurso 

In order of importance, the deportation affocted the follmving cate
gories:-

a) 
b) 
c) 

~j 

F'armers a nd farm-hands. 
The professions ~ st['. te ancJ. communal officials. 
Formor soleliers and policamene 
Former entrepreneurs and ovvnors of r •Jal es'cate. 
Youth of school ageo 

It is known that this deportation also af'fectod Latvians who h-:td "bco:J. 
repatriatod fran Gennany since tho war. It is true thc'l.t persons repatriatod 
fr-om Western Germany or othor torritorios outside thc Bolshovik control are 
only deported ~nmediately to the Soviet Union in excoptional cases, for hard 
labour; usually thoy are allowed to live in Lat J"ia for six months or a yoa:::'; 
they are usod for propaganda, and thon tho following deportation wo.ve ongklfc 
them* Only o. ver:f few who have succeeded in gaining Bolshavik bcnovolonno 
through their acti vi ties in Germany or af tor return to tho homo cou.;·1try , a:cq 
permittod to stay in La tvia for any length of time. Many of the men who wore 
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r opatria t ed in 1 946 and 19!+7 havo boem sent t o tho corroctionary milita ry 
units in No. rva . 

Broadly spoaking, tho clopor~;rlt i.on vvas cn.rriod out more hurnanoly thc: n 
in 1941. In cach f .:cnn or fl a t vrhcr<.; a prospec tivo cloporteo l i v od, 8-10 
o. nnedMVD men entc r cd and ordered thc deport ces t o propar~ for doparture 
wi thin half o.n hour ( or in sano co.sos wi t hin o.n hour). 'L' .c deportces were 
loa ded in lorries, t aken t o the assanbly pl accs a t ro.ilvmy s t o.tions; and 
entrained in frei ght c o.rs v.ri th b a rred vTindows , gua rdcd. by specially rein-
foreed guards. Tho transporta tion of tho dopo:ct oos t o thc Sovict Union 
was exolusively by r ail. Noither o.ge nor s ialmess was oonside r ed a valid 
r eason for exempt ion. Janis KRll.UJJIS, a market gar donor, ~~-82_. wo.s 
deported from VJJNTSPILS during 1 949. The agcd people or thc sick who wore 
unable to wo.lk werc t hr own into tho lorries anrl fre ight oa r s as i nanimat o 
ob jeots. 

Likewis o thore a re known ca ses Yvhc r o po.rcnts ha ve boen dopertod fran 
their homes j n the mo rning, a nd a small daughte:c, roturning from suhool in 
tho afternoon fmmd tho plaoo empt y and did not know wha t had happoncel to 
he r father and moth-:;r ( in tho Gll..UTIEN.li. canmune , V1iLKil. dis t rict ) ,, In tho 
same plaoe about 200 gr Dn11nar s chool pupils wor o dopertod loaving the school 
practically desertcd, 

When the deportces wero entrained, husbands woro s omctimos scpara t od 
from their wivcs and ohildren from their pa rents, since '.;he way t o Golgotha 
was not the same f or all. 

The gathering of the hapless victims took place, as n ru;J.e, a t night, 
when they ware asl eep o.nd ha d t o bo mvo.lconoc19 Since onJ.y 30 minutcs wore 
allowed for proparati ons, most of t ho deportcos wero c o.rried away with what 
they had on thcm. Caacs a r e· howevor also known w!)_c r o somc families have 
b e en able t o tak:o wi th thcm l a rgor amounts of belongings ( e. go clothing o.ncl 
underwear) and the MVD mon did nat prohi b it it; but during tho first stage 
of the travol, all b el ongings except the olothes whi ch the deport ces had on 

__ them, were taken away in many cases. 

6. Destination an~_l~~~g~~~itior~~-

"' This timo the deportcos woro forc od by the Bolshoviks to sign a 
sta tement tha t thcy went Yolunta:rily, to take work in tho Soviot Union, 
It would require a grcnt doal of nnivete t o believe that thc Bol shoviks 
woula release any surviving victims two yea rs l a terJ 

The following case shows tho Bolshovik conception of lil:ioratio~'l. 
A family - f a ther, mothor a nd daughter -- wero deport cel t o Siberia in 1941. 
Both paronts di ccl in Siboria, and tho daughter, still at a tonder ago; was 
thereafter allowed to return to Latvi a. But tho r oturn was gr antod on 
the condition tha t the child should not us o public transport, This moo.nt 
tha t the child hnd t o come homo on foot frcm Sib eria aftor losing both 
parents. It is difficu1 t to imagino more rofinecl cynicism ana. di.sregG.rd 
of hunan rights. 

So far we have no prccise infonnation on the ckstina.tion of depor',;oos. 
The MVD guard soldiers in the trains used t o sG.y tlw..t this timo the Latvians 
would be taken to the Clv1SK area. The trains were as a rulo rm.rted alo:'"lg 
the SMOLENSK-KUIBISHEV railway lino, Word ha s boen r oceivcd that the 
Latvians have boen deported to:-

,;. 



a) Isla nc1s in the Pacific Occan ·bc twocn thc Soviot Union and 
thc Unitod Statos, 
b) Thc area between SVERDLOVSK and CHELill..BINSK in tho Urals, and 
c) to KRA.SNOYARSK and elsowhcrc in Sibcria. 

Tho honds of fomilios, i. c 0 doportcel mon, vrorc sont, wi th fow cxcop-
tions, to ha rd l abour cnmpso The regime in these cmnps is inhurnan anc1 they 
a re guardcel vory rigidly; barbod vrl. ro fenccs, watch towcrs with flooàlights, 
and pa trols of MVD men wi th blooill1ounds. Fow men can enduro thc regime of 
these cmnps with 14-16 clc'lily hours of vvork and absolutely inadequate food, 
for more :lïhan 2-3 yoars. Most of thEm die during this thw. 

Wanen and young pooplo worc usually plaoed in inètbvi.dual factorios or 
kolkhozes, unclor Cheka supervlslono Earnings are so l ow tha t in thc long 
run it i s not possible to buy sufficicmt f ood., not t o spoak of clothing9 

They all live m1cle r mlhygionic conclitions, and morta lity is higho Local 
inhabitants consist chiofly of previously doportcel Russians who a re vory poor. 
Theft and robbe1-y is vv-ide-sproacl. 

'I'hore is no infonnation on childron who havo boon soparateel from thoir 
motherso 

A nurnbor of lottor'l havo been reGJeived in Latvia from tho clopor~oos. 

For the time being i t is clifficul t to say whother tho cleporteos will be al
lowed to oorrospond r egularly. 

Who elireetod and carriod out tho deportations? 

The ac tion was dirccted by a MVD goneral, specially sent from Moscow, 
and ''Prime Minister" Vil is Lacis ,, Special MVD militia units fran the Lenin
grad, Moscow ancl other Soviet Unicn. areas had boon placocl a t thoir disposalo 
Assistance was also givon by the local MVD men and party officials. 

The rogistra ti on of tho deportces was c anmonccd as ea rly as 1946. 
The necessary inforrnation was suppliod by Bolshevik agcnts, including, unfor-
tuna tely, also Latvian and Gerrnan prisoners of W'ir. A l aw student Hans 
FOGEL ( to judge fran the name, not a La t-,rian; possibly a Gerrnan) has report-
edly been vory dangorous in this respect. Ho had all the features needeel 
by a roal agen·b. Others who should bo mentionod in this con<"J.ootion are 
Lieutenant WEINBERG (a non-Latvia n) who accornpanied one of tho trains o~ 
dopertees to Siboria, a nd a Russian Captain CIMBAL, Captain CTiviB.i'\L is said 
to hold a pos i ti on which oorresponds to genoral' s rank, a ncl his d.:i.rect task 
is to fight tho rosistance movEment and tho partisans. 

8. Deportati ons continueo 

No wholes~le deportations havo boon r eported since Maroh/April 1949, 
but several deportations on a minor scale are known to us. 

In the SliLASPILS area (in tho RIGA district) about 3o% of the Latvitms 
at a kolkhoz were arres t cel on Eastor night, drivon to tho SALASPILS rai.J.way 
station and sent in thc direction of DAUGAVPILS (DUN.!BERG) :Ln froight cars 
wi th barred vvindows a nd guardcel by MVD agentsq 

In August and Septomber the MVD troops carriod a major action against 
the Latvian partisans in the SAUI~A forest ( tho JAKOBST.tillT district in ZE.VIG1iLE). 
As a resul t, the ontiro population, irrespect ive of their racial origin; :b.as 
been deported fran the t wo canrnunes of SAUKA and NERET~i., In RIGA, durir;.g 
working hours , about 100 workers o.nd t ect>.nicians fran a facto1·y wcre dctair..ed 
and taken to Soviet Russia. 



Thc fight of thc Latvi c.n pcoplo against thc opprossors goos on. In 
tho rural dis tricts, nnned actions are only co.rriod out by tho partisans in 
oxceptiono.l co.sos., since the MVD units rotaliate by cleporting the inhabi tants 
of thc surrouncl.ing aroas. Sabotage is fairly frequent in thc cities ancl 
othor donscl y populatcd o.roas . 1'husJ in Ri ga, in tho "Forcs"G Park", the 
villo. of a Russian colanel was clynn.mit;oà$ o.nd in SIGULDA (SEGEWOLD), an ex~· 
plasion c.lso occurrcd in thc Au·chors l Palace which reportcd.ly ·was accomodr1.t -
ing an agonts' school. At tho l atter placc! arrcsts a nd deport a tions 
f ollowed the explosionc 

During thc socond Bolshavik accupation of La tvio., the loss of por
manent inhabitants through doportation, casual ties in po.rtisan warfare;· etc. 
al ready rco.chos some 300,000 porsonso In the plo.co of tho deportces vrho 
corLstituto about 90}'~ of these lossas ·- thc Bolsheviks :import, more or l ess 
systcmat ically largo numbers of Russ ians frcm othcr republics of tho Soviet 
Union. During the first years of tho accupation Russian workers frc.n 
industry and transport services were chiefly :impórtocl. As wholeso.le col-
lecti vizo. tio:..1 of fanns co.nmoncod, many ll.ussians o.nd othor 11fl tionali ties, 
(e.g. Mongolians) wore also brought to tho kolkhozos. Tho prosent number 
of Russians who M\e arrivod fran othor r epu.blics of tho Soviet Union can 
be ost:imatod o.s follows: ·· 

Working_poople and thoir f&~ilios;-

1. Industry 160,000 persons 

2, Oanmerco and t ransporta tion 80,000 öl 

3. Agriculture 1 80"000 11 

ll·o Sta te. and camnuno.l o.goncies 20,0CO I! 

5. Anny ancl MVD troops 

Total:- _640.2 000 personso 

'I'he number of Russians (including Y.ongolians and similar races) who 
have come to Latvia from tho Soviet Union now 3mounts to one third of tl'.e 
total number of inhabito.nts ; Thc figurc;s givon auove must bo considerod 
rough estimates only. 


