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creasingly prevalent views on official doctrines. Thus it was 
that in the matter of the relationship between sub-structure and 
superstructure a discussion in several Soviet newspapers during 
the mid-1960s encouraged readers to ask whether the real issue 
here was not in fact the end of historica! materialism. Indeed 
there is a growing body of opinion on this subject that in fact the 
superstructure determines the substruct ure, consciousness 
determines material existence, the subjective factor determines 
the objective factor. Similarly it is the Party which determines 
production and not vice versa. 

Secondly, warnings were issued against capitalist and imperial
ist attempts to undermine ideology by subversive activities. The 
Western desire for dE!tente which had been finding expression for 
a number of years already was eagerly se ize, on in this con
nection. 

"Apart from military adventures, imperialism is devoting 
i.ncreasing effort to a subvers ive politica! and ideological 
struggle against the socialist countries, against the 
communist and entire democratie movement. This lies 
at the root of the so-called policy of bridge building, the 
name given by the defenders of imperialism to their 
schemes for ideological and other subversive activities 
against world socialism". 2 

Thirdly the Soviet leaders realized that the genera! move away 
from ideology, a phenomenon which emerged in the Sixties, was 
not something from which their country could remain aloof. 
Not only among the broad masses but even among the party 
cadres a declining interest in ideology co uld be detected and this 
process has continued. Obviously this is a source of serious 
concern to those same leaders, not least because they realize 
that ideology is the most important justification of their being 
in power. It is not surprising, therefore, that over the last 
few years growing emphasis has been placed on the great 
importance of ideology and that all kinds of attempts have been 
made to keep interest in ideology alive. The following quotations 
provide typical examples of this: 

"The ideological education of every Soviet citizen was, 
and continues to remain, the most important task of 
all". 3 
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"At the co:ce of the Party's entire ideological-educational 
work is the inculcation of the communist view of life on 
the broadest possible masses of the workers and their 
education in the ideas of Marxism-Leninism". 4 
"The Party shall continue to work tirelessly for the 
consolidation of this source of our strength - the in
destructible ideological-political unity of the Soviet 
people". 5 

Ideology and foreign policy as seen through Soviet eyes 

On 30 March 1970 at the 24th Party Congress of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union Leonid Brezhnev summed up Soviet 
foreign policy as follows: 

"The objectives of Soviet foreign policy, as formulated at 
the 23rd Party Congress of the CPSU, consist in working 
with the other socialist countries to secure favourable 
international conditions for the building of socialism and 
communism; in consolidating the unity and solidarity of 
the socialist countries, their friendship and fraternity; in 
supporting the national liberation movements and pro
moting all-round cooperation with the young developing 
countries; in consistently defending the principles of peace
ful coexistence between states having different social 
systems and finally in steadfastly resisting the aggressive 
forces of imperialism and preserving mankind from a 
new world war". 6 

The Soviets point repeatedly to the close links between foreign 
policy and ideology. They draw attention to the existence of 
various ideological currents in the world, each trying to assert 
itself. They believe that relationships, contradictions and 
conflicts between these ideologies are complicated and exert a 
direct influence on foreign policy. 

The basis of Soviet foreign policy towards the "capitalist" 
world is "peaceful coexistence". However, this eb es not imply 
ideological coexistence but precisely the opposite: ideological 
struggle. For yean this ideological struggle has been the 
subject of many speeches and publications by the Soviets. There 
is probably no publication which sums up this struggle more 
lucidly (from the communist point of view) than a book by 


































