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Indonesisn

INDONESIAN AIR FORCE DEVELOPMENTS

Colonel UMAR DANI's mission %o USSR

This mission atteined three objectives:

a) to speed up aircrew training of Indonesisns now in
USSR;

b) to obtain the services of more Russian technicilans
t0 maintain the sircraft and egquipment already made
available to the Indonesians by the Russians;

w) to negotiate the visit to Indonesias of a Russian
technical team to teach the Indonesian Alr Force
{AURI) how to use air-to-air missiles.

The Russiesnsg agreed to Col. UMAR DANI's re-

quests and said that they were prepared to offer even more
| aid than had already been extended to Indonesia, but only
they hinted if the latter gave the US3R more positive poli-
’\ tical support. Col. UMAR DANI was unable to sati#fy the

Russians on this score and obtained no promises of further
Russian arms and eguipment. The Russians remained uneonvine-
ed that the Indonesians meriously intended military action
against West Irian in the near future snd in the absence of
convineing evidence to the contrary could see no good reason
$0 raise the priority of assistance to AURI, apart from that
described above.
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Low servicabiiity rate of MIG Aircraft

AURL is having considerable difficulty with the
engines in their MIGs, which Indonesien fitters axe unable
to keep in running order.
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Col. SELATING (phonetic) of AURI enquired
whether it was possible to fit Rolls Royce Conway en—
gines into MIGa. He was asked in return whether he
thought that a MIG could be sent to Derby for trials.

| He replied sheepighly that he did not think the Ruse-
ians would allow this. When questioned further Colonel
SELATING said, oxyptically, that the MIG engines were
no good and constently giving trouble.

Ground sttack aireraft

Their declared inebility ™ support any in-
vasion of West Irian in the ground attack role has
brought 1t home to AURI ths.t theixr mnnﬁ attack air-
craft (B.26 - Mustangs) are twenty years old. It they
are to continue in aewioa they will need a major over-
haul, possibly outside Indonaaia. in &BRI officer des-
cribed them as "fs,lling o bits*.

C.130's

All except one of AURI's C.130-Hercules air-
craft was servicable during the week ending 2nd March
1962. | |

No navigaetional aid system was yet installed
on the airstrips in the extreme east of Indonesia. The
equipment allocated was of Communist bloc origin {Polish?)
but it was %00 bulky and heavy to be ferried in by
C.130's. If the equipment were to be moved by sem, how-
ever, there was no means of transporfhing it from the
wharfs to the aira‘tmps, aw:tng to the ahsust of suitable
roads.

Lt,cnl,. BUODIARIO was in Czechoslovakis during
the week ending 2nd March 1962 trying to obtain further
equipment for AURI and to spped up outetanding deliveries.
He was a member of the UMAR DANI purchasing mission to the
USSR,
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